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TO HIS EXCELLENCY

THE RIGHT HONOQURABLE

THE EARL OF ELGIN,

7118 MAJESTY"s AMBASSADGR EXTRAORDINARY AT THE OTTOMAN PORTE, de. o

MY LORD,

THE attention, {fo honourable to
your Lordihip’s feelings, with which I, as well as others
of our countrymen, was favoured by your Lordfhip,
while in the dominions of the Grand Seignor, has ex-
cited in me fentiments of gratitude, for the public ex~

preflion of which I hope to be forgiven.

It 1s under this impreflion that I have prefumed to
prefix your Lordfhip’s name to a work, which is the
refult of my obfervations and inquiries while in thole
countries. If it fhould ferve to record the hofpitable
and liberal conduét of your Lord{hip, in your public

capacity, and the refpe& and efieem which that con-
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duét could not fail to excite in its Author; and if, at
the fame time, it fhould in any degree, contribute to

your Lordfhip’s amufement, it will be a fubjedt of
permanent {atisfaction to

MY LORD,
Your Lordfhip’s obliged Servant,

THE AUTHOR.
Woolwich, Aprif, 1803,



PREFACE.

EN the prefent multiplicity of books, to obtrude a new work upon

the Public argues an opinion in the Author, that it either contains
fome new information, or if the matéer is old, that it is in a drcfz
which is both original and advantageous. To the latter the writer
of thefe pages makes no pretenfions ; with refpe& to the former, the
fault is his own if the work fhould be found to contain no informa-
tion but what is already familiar to his countrymen.

Attached in a profeflional capacity to the Britith Military Miflion
which accompanied the army of the Grand Vizier in its route
through Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, during the latc memorable cam-
paign, he was certainly in a {ituation peculiarly advantageous for
obferving the manners, cuftoms, and habits of the Turkifh nation,
not only in peace, but in war, His profeflion afforded him many
opportunitics for improving thefe advantages, by an intimate com-
munication not only with the Grand Vizier himf{elf, but with the
principal perfonages of the Ottoman empire.

In the courfe of his travels, he faw many things which, to him at

leaft, were uncommon; and he was in the habit (partly to relieve
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his mind from the irkfomenefs of his {ituation, and partly in the
hope of gratifying his particular friends) to note down whatever ap-
peared worthy of rernark,  On communicating thefe notes to thofe
for whom they were originally intended, it was their with to fee
them in print, as containing matter which, according to their partial
opinion, was calculated to intereft a ftill wider circle.  Such a tafk,
when he commenced his journal, he did not cxpet he thould have
to encounter; and this {tatement, in every refpeét confonant to
truth, he trufts will fhicld him from the feverity of criticifim, which
15 moft properly dire&ted againft fuch publications as are, from the
firft, intended to challenge the approbation of the Public.

He cannot flatter himfelf with the hope that thefe pages will be
found equally agreeable to all readers.  To fome they will appear in
patts defeCtive, as they undoubtedly arc; to others, the Author may
feem occafionally prolix, in recording the particulars of converfa-
tions held with different individuals, either on the civil or on the
mihtary ftate of the countries in which he refided.  Yet thofe books
are perbaps the moft inftrudtive, and not the leaft entertaining,
which record things as they really happened. ¢« Truth,” fays an ad-
mired author, ¢“ needs no ornament; and in my opinion what fhe
““ borrows from the pencil is deformity.”

His profeflional duties led the Author to pay a particular and a

minutc attention to the climate and to the maladies of which it is
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produ&ive. That dreadful difeafe, which has been emphatically
denominated the Plague, was neceflarily a prominent object in this
fatal catalogue; and, unfortunately for the army which he accom-
panicd, {few Europeans have had equal opportunitics of witnefling
its ravages, The information which he was able to obtain from the
practitioners of the country he endeavoured carefully to compare
with the fadts which fell under his own obfervation : and he has
laboured to diveft himfelf of cvery prejudice in invefligating the
caufcs and nature of a malady which has depopulated whole coun-
tries, and deftroyed myriads of perfons in a fhort period of time;
which bids defiance to every fyftem, and baffles the fkill of the ableft
profeflors of the medical art.

In the orthography of names, whether of perfons or of places, and
of thofe Jocal terms which relate to the particular ufages of the
countries he vifited, the Author has not adhered to any written au-
thority. In thefe cafes there isa general difagreement among the
learned: no rule has been cftablifhed; nor is it practicable to a
foreigner to refer to ctymology in languages in which he cannot be
protoundly verfed. HHe has therefore purfued that method which,
if not the moft corre®, was that which he could with moft fafety
and convenicnce adopt, to be governed by the ear, and to note down
thefe names as they were delivered by thofe to whom their oral ufe

and general application had rendered them familiar.
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The Author concludes this Preface with an adt of juftice. Hig
grateful acknowledgments are due to Licutenant-cclonel (now Sir
Charles) Holloway, and to Major Hope, for a copious fupply of ufeful
and interetting matter; alfo to Mr. Spilfbury, late furgeon of his
Majefty’s thip the Tigre; for feveral accurate fketches taken by that
gentleman upon the fpot ; and to Mr. Read, draughtfman, for his
accurate fketch of Grand Cairo, and other places, which have proved

at once ornamental and illuftrative of the work.



CONTENT S

CHAPTER 1.
Tage
Military Miflion appointed to proceed to Turkey. Objeét of the Miffion. Names

of the officers who accompanied it Departure of General Kaochler over land,
and of the Author by fea. Their refpe@ive arrivals at Conftantinaple. The
ceremonies of confecrating the Grand Vizier's flandard ; of the Capitan Pachs's
departure; and of the Vizier's taking the ficld - - - t

CHAPTER IT.

Vifit to Pera.  Captain Frankiin returns to England. Defeription of Conftanti-
nople ; mofques and minarets; external appearance of the city; the feraglio.
Suburbs of Galeta, Pera, and Tophana; Scutari; the Bofphorus; population;
amulements.. “Turkifh fhips. Interior of the Turkifh houfes; ceremonies;
dogs; police - - - - - - - 12

CHAPTLR III,

Removal to Buyukdere.  Defeription of that village. Favourite amufements of
the Grand Seignor.  Barracks appointed for the Miffion at Levant Chiffick.
Defeription of that place. Dyfentery prevalein among the foldiers of the Mif-
fion.  Introduflion to the principal officers of the Sublime Porte. Exceffive
heat. Defeription of the Turkifh horfes, snd the mode of treating them.
Mifcellancous remarks on the natural hiftory, &ec. of the country. Trogs and
‘Grafshoppers.  Bvening walks ac Buyukdere, and amufements of the Greeks.
Drefs and manners of the Turkifh women ; of the Grecks. Abundance and
cheapnefs of provifions at Buyukderes oxen and buffaloes, Harvell in Turkey.
Oppreflions exercifed by the Mahommedans on the Chriftians, Grand Seignor
vifits Chiflick, and diftributes {mall money to the Englith foldiers. Turks
tanght to pradtife with red-hot fliot, Defeription of Kaithana, the place ap-
pointed for artillery experiments.  On board the Charon find two Englithmen
redeemed from flavery, Liberal conduét of a French officer.  Greek rejoicings
on St. Jehn's day. Entertainment at the Ruffian ambaffadors.  Vilit to Con-
ftantinoples account of the bazars. Further remarks on the city; theleraglio;
the mint; mofque of Santa-Sophia.  Greek amufements.  Vilit on hoard the
Sultan Selim.  Sick and wounded faldiers arrive from Acre. Conferences with
the Turkilh Secretary of War on this fubjedt. Order to attend the Grand
Scipnor - - - -

b

- - - - ¥



CONTEN'TS,

CHAPTER 1IV.

Vilit to Levant Chiaflick, in compliance with the orders of the Grand Seignor.

Pradtice with red-Tot fhot. Prefents diftributed to the officers and men. Or-
ders to attend the Grand Seignor again; interview with him—confulted by
the Aga.  Grand proccflion on the opening of the feftival of the Biram Coure
bam. Turkifh entertainment. Remarks on the produétions of the feafon in
Turkey, on the difeafes of the country, and the flate of medical fcience there.
Proceflion and fefival of the dervifes. Remarks on the climate and weather.
Village and aqueduéts of Belgrade. Charadter of the Turkifh villages. ViGt
to the Afiatic fhore. Order for removal of the troops.  Tire near Conftan-
tinople. Delcription of Santa-Sophia. Greek marriage. Remarks on the
Turkifh fortrefles  Embarkation of the Lroops - - _

CHAPTER V.

Departure from Conftantinople.  Voyage to Chennecally.  Seftos and Abydos.

Tower of Leander.  Arrival at Chennecally. Join the Capitan Pacha’s flect.
Vifit of the officers on board the Sultan Selim. Chara@er of the Capitan Pacha.
Prefent ftate of the Turkith marine. Difhonefty of a Turlkifh marine, Vifit
to the ancient Sigrean.  Recovery of fome curious remains of antiquity, De-
feription of the plain of Troy, and the tombs of Achilles, Patroclus, and Ajax.
Mount Ida, Defeription of Chennecally.  Caftles of the Dardanelles. Aby-
dos. IBecapitation of a Turkifh admiral. Dardania. Orders received to return
to Conflantinople.  Arrival there - - - - -

CHAPTER VI.

Reception at Conftantinople.  Caftle of the Seven Towers, Palace of Belifarius.

Apprehanfion of the plague. Exccution of feveral Turks for robberies, The
Hans, or refidence of the Turkish merchants. Sudden changes of weather at
Conftantinople; fall of mow. Panorama of Conltantinople. Fatal effefts from
burning charcoal; feven ladies of the Grand Vizier fuffocated. Ule of the bath
i Turkey. Travelling in Turkey. Singular religious ceremony. Different
fuéts of dervifes.  Intercepted difpatches from the French army. The Rama-
zan. Splendid illuminations. Greek marriage.  Cercmonics on board a Ruf-
fian [hip of war. Fealt of Biram, The chicf of the white cunuchs.  Shock
of an earthquake. Violent changes in the temperature.  Singular punithment
mflifled on a Turk for affaulting an Englishman.  Formidable hordes of ban-
ditti in the vicinity of the metropalis. Singular mode of communicating the
plague to & French officer, Launch of a 'Turkish feventy-four. Leander's
tower. ‘Town of Scutari.  Celebration of Eafter among the Greeks.  Daring
robbery in the open {treet.  Severe execution of Janiffaries and feamen. Ca-
piten Pacha fails from Conftantinople. Beautiful appearance. of the Afiaic

Pape

40

6o



CONTENTS. xi
Page
shore. Teaft of the Biram Courbam. TPrayers on board the Turkish admiral's
ship. Defcription of the mofques at Conitantinople. Exccution of the Pacha
of Nicomedia. Téte given by Lord Elgin on his Majefty’s birth-day, Prepa-
rations for the departure of the Miflion to join the Grand Vizier's army.
Amnecdote of the Grand Vizier -

- is

CHAPTER VII.
The Mifion fet fail from Conftantinople; anchor at Prince’s Iflands.  Vifit to
Adam Oglon.  Greek iflands.  Defeription of Patmos; Stancho. Immenie

oricntal plane.  Cyprus; defeription of that ifland.  Plague of locufts,  Arri-

valat Jaflz; defeription of that place and its vicirity - - 10p

CHAPTIER VIIL

Junélion with thé Grand Vizier. Alarming information concerning the break-
ing out of the plague. Encampment near Jaffa; dangers and inconveniencies
of this fituation. Intelligence received of the affaffination of General Kleber.
‘Turkish artillery.  Amufement of djerid. Encampment of cthe Miflion. Turkish
officers of ftate. Chara&er of the Grand Vizier; of the Reis Effendi. De-
fcription of Jaffa; ftorming of that place by the Frencli; inhumam condud
aferibed by the Turks to Bonaparte. Warm bath in the camp. Fruptive
complaint. Anecdote evincing the extreme ignorance of the Turks in matters
of feience. Infurreftion at Nublous. Undifciplined and diforderly flate of the
"Turkish foldiery. Scene of the maflacre committed on their captives by the
French. Military exercife of the Turks. Plague brenks out among the Mame-
lukes. Ruffian agent ut Jaffa dies of the plague. Review of the Turkish
army. Plague continues to rage among the Mamelukes. Defeription of an
Arab villnge, and its inhabitants. TFirft flone laid of the new fortification at
Jaffa. Diffeftion of 2 cameleon. Mameluke chicl die of the plague. Info-
lence of the Arnauts, and weaknels of the Turkish government. Egyptian
Jugpters.  Camp infefted by large packs of jackals. Delertion of Arnauts. Ac-

count of the Dehlis - - - - - - 120

CHAPTER IX.

Progrefs through the Holy Land,  Ruins of 2 tower erefted in honour of forty
martyrs.  Arabian dwellings. Ramla, Date-trees.  Ophithalmia. Refidence
of the Jewish monarchs. St. Jerom.  Arrival at Jerufalem; fituation of that
city ; Soloman’s temple; refidence of Pontius Pilate. Exrraordinary threat
of Bonaparte,  Mount of Olives; David’s tower; holy fepulchre; feene of
our Saviour’s fufferings ; tomb of Baldwin. Humanity and good fenfe of a
Turkish fanten.  Vifit from the Mufi. Armenian convent; head of St
James; Mount Sion; Bethiem; temple of Se. Catherine; pools of Solo-

b2



il CONTENTS,

Page

mon ; gardens of Solomon ; birth-place of our Saviour; receptacle of the mur-
dered Innacents 5 tomb of St. Jerom 3 convent of St. Catharine.  Inhabitants
of Bethlem. Sepulchres of the kings; fepulchre of the Virgin Mary; val-
ley of Jehofaphat ; impreffion of our Saviour's foot on the Mount of Olives ;
tombs of Ablalorn and Zechariah ; wells of Neheminh burial-place of King

David; convent of 5t. Helena; birth-place of John the Baptift.  Jofeph of

Avimathen.  Topegraphical aceount of the moft interefting objelts in the Holy

Tand - - - - - - - -

CHAPTER X.

Trregularities in the 'Turkish camp. Governor of Damafcus heheaded. MMemo-
rial defivered to the Grand Vizier on the fiate of the camp.,  Defertion of
Turkish chiefs and foldiers.  Tents plundered by Arabs. Plague among the
NMamelukes and Albanians. © Mutiny of the Janiffarics; ceremonies on paying
them their arrears,  Alarms excited by reports from El-Arish. Decapitation

of Turkish foldiexs for ganing. Ravages by the phgne.  Infurre@ion in Pa-

leftine on account of the heavy impofitions of the government. Difuftrous
fiate of the British Miflion, Death of a military artificer. A British gunner
dies of the plague. Death of Mrs. Koehler, and of the General.  Precantions
employed to ftop the progrefs of the plague. Turkish entertainments in camp.
Removal of the camp.  Inftances of infubordination in the camp. Lfective
force of the Turkish army.  Obfervations on the plague.  Vizier's phyfician
dies of the plague. Rumazan; Lydda. The Grand Vizicr indifpofed, and
attended by the Author.  Celebration of the Biram in camp. Remarks on
the country about Iaffa. Climate of Syria; -face of the country and foil ; pro-
duétions of Syria ; sheep and goats; other cattle ; habitations of the Syrians;
camels, and other bealts of burthen ; charafter and manners of the Syrians.
abject ftate of the farmers, or hufbandmen. Bedouins, or wandering Arabs.
Apgriculture of Syria; difeafes of Syria - - - -

CHAPTER XL

The army of the Grand Vizier; principal officers; diferent cafts of people s ar-
tificers and attendants.  Precarious ftate of greatnefs in the Turkish govern-
ment,  Standards s dervifes,  Grofs fuperftition of the Turks.  Tradition
refative to the downfall of the Turkish empire, Origin and prefent ftate of
the Janiffaries.  "T'he Arnauts 3 light cavalry ; volunteers, Religious felaries
who fallow the army.  Plunderers; Mamelukes; Arabian camel-drivers,
Thievish difpofition of the Arabs. Tartars. Guards of henour. General
charafter of the Furks., Perfonal courage 3 fuperfiition ; temperance; addic-
tion to coffec and tobacco; games; pay und allowance of the foldiery. Mifer-
able {tate of the medical urt among the Turks, Horfemanship - -

2204



CONTENTS. xni

CHAPTER XII.
Pape
Narrative refumed. Bresking up of the camp at Jaffa. March of the army. New
encampment.  Account of General Muftapha, alias Campbell.  Singular faét
relative to the plague communicated by General Muftapha.  Several deaths by
the plague. Rock where Samfon was furprifed by the Philiftines. Ekron;
Afhdod ; Alkalon; Ramah of Gilead. DPreparations for march ; order of the
march. New encampment near Efdal, or Efhtaol. Arab villages : Afhdod, or
Azotus. Progrefs of the army, Country round Afealon deferibed, Dearth of
corn in the camp. March towards Gaza; encampment near Gaza; vifit to
that place. Porch of which Samfon carried away the gates; place of his death.
Defeription of the city and f{uburbs of Gaza; port of Gaza; delightful gar-
dens.  Antclopes,. quails, jackalls.  Strong detachments fent from the Vi-
zier's army for the purpofe of allive operations,  Succefsful proprefs of the Bri-
tish army in Egypt. Scarcity of fpecic in the Ottoman army. March of the
army ; difficulties of the march. Encampment at Kahnyounes. TFurther march
of the Ottoman army. ILntrance into Afvica. Encampment in the defert;
march over the defert; arrival at El-Arish Regulations of the Grand Vizier-
Arrival of fresh troops Detachment fent off' towards Salahieh.  Serious dif=
agreement in the Turkish camp.  Storm in the defert.  Deficiency of proven-
der, Kamplin wind. Cafual fupply intercepted by Bedouin Arabs:  Arrival
in camp of a French deferter. Lofs of camels. Embarkation of civil artificers
for Tineh. March from EI- Arish. Croffing the defert. Incampment at Bar-
rahcat.  March acrols the defert to Theih; encampment there. March to
Bir-Denedar.  Overflowing of the Nile. Encampment at ¥antara, March
into Salahieh. Curious huts inhabited by Arabs. Tlight of the French from Sa-
labich; fortrefs of Salahich. Debility occafioned by the kampfin wind. In-
habitants of Egypt. March to Korin; village of Korin. Irecious ftones.
Egyptian partridges. Flocks of doves. Belbeis. . Mode of getting in corn in
Egypt.  Oppreffive heat. Appearance of the enemy.  Taher Pacha detached
in purfuit. Aétion between the French and Taher Pacha, in which the former
were defeated.  1IE fate of difeiptine in the Turkish army. Sackars. March
from Belbeis to Meshioule. Encampment on the Nile; water of the Nile. The
Délta. Arrival of General Flutchinfon in the Vizier's camp.  Difeales in the
‘Turkish camp.  March to Dagona. Great pyramids of Gaza. Difeafes in the
British army.  March to Shellacan.  New encampment on the banks of the
Nile. Armiftice agreed onwith the French, Fort Shoulkauski and the pyramids
of Giza furrendered. Convention agreed upon.  Heliopalis.  Clouds of duft.
British troops take pofleffion of Cairo. Deicription of Cairo; citadel s grand
aquedudt; baths; the Mekias, or Nilomerer - - - 249



xiv CONTENTS.

CHAPTER XIII.

Tage.

Lxcurfion to the pyramids of Giza. The three Ereat pyramids. Entrance into

the great pyramid. Dimenfions of the great pyramid; of the paffage within-
fide ; paflages into the pyramid ; gallery. The great Sphynx. V eltiges of an-
tique buildings. Afcent to the fummit of the exterjor., Diftant view of the
pyramids of Saccara.  Prefent from the Sultan to the Vizier ; ceremony on this
oceafion. Teftival on the birth-day of the mother of Mahomed, Marriage pro-
ceflion at Caira.  Details relative to the plague. Indifpofition of the Grand
Vizicr. Death of Mr. Whiteman. Unhealthinefs of the climate of Egypt. Lx-
cellive heat.  The date tree and its fruit. Opening of the canal. Inundation
of the Nile. Interefting converfition with an A byflintan prieft. Confirmation
of Bruee’s authenticity. Voyage in company with Mr. Clarke and others ter
view the pyramids of Saccara, and the pirin of Mummics. Chief Armau.
Arab marriage.  Pyramids of Saccara. Plain of the Mummics, Suppoled feite

of Memphis. Deftent into the Catacombs 3 horrid appearance.  Fit, or cata—
comb of birds. Egyptian idols, - -

- ~ 3ar
CHAPTER XIV.

Excufion to Old Cairo. Grotto where the holy family took refuge from Herod's
perfecution. Chapel of St. George. Expedted vifit from the Prophet Mahomed,
Armiltice concluded with the French at Alexandria, Excurfion to Boulac,
Account of the Coleaffium. 'The fffron shrub 3 Caffira; Egyptian thorn 4 gum
arabic; herbaccous plants.  Surrender of Alexandria to the DBritish. Magnifi-
cent burial places.  Marriage proce(lions.  Imundation of the Nile. Excurfion
to Mount Mokatam.  Slave market. Leprofy.  Voyage on the Nile to Alex—
andria. Menouf. Two villages fwept away by the overflowing of the Nile.
‘Wefltern branch of the Nile. Manner of preparing the Indigo.  Plantations
of rice and fugar-canes. Rofetta. Plague among the British troops under Ge.
neral Baird.  Lake of Aboukir. Arrival at Alexandrin. Pompey's pillar. Cleo—
patra’s needle.  Part of the colofus of Memnon.  Return to Cairo, 343

CHAPTER XV.

Defcription of Grand Cairo ;5 the citadel ; conjectures relative to its antiquity ;
fortifications raifed by the French ; the mint; remarkable debafement of the
coin ; {treets of Cairo 3 conflirution of the houfes ; interior and furniture of
the houfes; palaces of the Beys ; mofques; dimenfions of the €ity ; bnzars,
or shops. Improvifatori. Population of Cairo.  Jofeph’s well. Palace of the
Caliph Saluh-Ed-Din. Inhabitants of Cairo. Coptic lanpuage; drefs ; manu-
factures 3 fword blades; horfes. Commerce of Egypt.  Amufements of Cairo.
Dancing girls; jugglers; tumblers and polture-malters.  Old Cairo. Boulac;



CONTENTS. Xv
Page
grand agueduél; bealts of bunhen; the Buffilo; oxen, goms, fowls, &c.
Fruits of Egypt; vegetables; corn. - - - - 365
CHAPTER XVI.

Arreft of the Mameluke Beys.  Procession accompanying the facred carpet for
covering the houfe of God at Mecca, Several Beys killed at Alexandria by the
perfons fent to arreft them. Anecdotes relative to the plague, Conteft between
the Albanians and Mograbian Arabs. Experiment with the freezing mixture.
Subfiding of the Nile. Excurfion to Heliapolis and the lake of Pilprims, Ixa
curfion to Upper Egypt; to Hullouan. Prefent to the Author of a Mummy.
Tourrah ; the caftle. Rout at the Imperial Conful's. Procession from Boulac.
Caravan to Mecea.  Plague at Alexandria. Vizier prepares to quit Egypr.
Mamelukes privately depart from Giza. Mission ordered to Alexandria 5 audi-
ence of leave.  Gold medals prefented to the officers - - 381

CHAPTER XVII,

Plague breaks out in the buildings occupied by the British Mission. Depurture
of the Janiffaries. Departure of the Vigier. Excurfion of the Nile. Site of
the ancient city of Memphis. Remains of the Mekias, Departure from
Cairo.  Obfervations on the rife and fall of the Nile. - - 397

CHAPTER XVIII.

Voyage on the Nile from Cairo to Rofetta. Canal of Menouf. Crudl inftance
of devaftation by the Turks. Dangers attending the palfage down the Nile.
Dahroot. Cemetery, Death of the sheick. ‘Wretched ftate of the inhabi-
tants.  Arrival ar Rofetta. Plague among the English troops at Refetta. Some
account of the fort and harbour. Fort Julien. Hunting of the oftrich.  Build-
ings at Rofetta. Population ; bazars; wharf. Animals indigenaus to this part
of Lgypt. Tish; manufactures; gardens; morafles ; difeafes. Plague rapges
at Rofetta, The Miffion cmbark for Alexandvin; land on the peninfula lead-
ing to Alexandria, where they perform quarantine. Sepoy tried by a court-
martial for fuffering Arabs to efeape from quarantine.  Cafes of plague in the
lazaretto. Miffion releafed from quarantine.  Teftivities in commemoration
of viftories.  Temple of Diana. Catacombs and baths of Cleopatra 408

CHAPTER XIX.

Departure for Conftantinople. Stormy weather.  Obliged to take refupe in the
ifland of Caftel Roffo. Ancient Ciltene. Somc account of Caftel Roflp, Ifland
of Rhodes; defcription of the town and tfland 5 ancient habitation of theknights;
colofTus of Rhodes; ancient Rhodes; ftate and eultivation of the ifland; the
arfenal s villages; drefs; vegetable productions, Departure from Rhodes,
Stancho; town and iland of Stancho; population ; aqueduct; fountain;

gime.  Coalt of Andolia.  Ifland of Samas.  Seala-Nova.,  Arrival at Scio 424



xvi CONTENTS.

Tuge
CHAPTER XX.

Appearance and drefs of the Greck women of the ifland of Scio. Light-houfes 5
Greck convent at Nehahmonee ; curious decorations ; foil and cultivation of
the ifland ; fehool of Homer; gum maftic; Del Campo; population ; town
of Scio; f{irects ; markets; wines; port of Scio. Paflage to Smyrna. Popu-
lation of the town of Scio; churches; general hofpitals ; hofpital for lepers 5
forne account of this difeafe; general difeafesy medicinal fpring. Départure
from Scio. " Mitylene. Lefbos. Town of Caftro; markets; tuverns; oil;
population; fruit. Ifland of Tenedos; town and forts; commodities. Ifle of
Fabbits. Banks of the Scamander. Plain of Troy. Tomb of Patroclus. Comb-
cally. Shennacally. Arrival at Conftantinuple - - - 441

CHAPTER XXI.

Embarkation at Buyukdere.  Arrival at Varna. Yenipazzar; Rafgat.  Appre-
henfions from banditi. Rouzchook ; Georgival.  General terror on account
of the.approach of Pafwan Oglou. Embarkation for Galatz in Moldavia.
Torkotoi. Mills clevated on boats. Villages on fire.  SHifiria. DifirefMling
feene of devaftation.  Voyage on the Danube; defcription of the veflels. Banks
of the Danube.  Fugitives from banditi. Roflovat; Girfow; Galaiz ; Bor-
lat; Yassi. Entrance into Poland. Chernowich, Journey through part of
Poland. Salt-pits at Wilifka, Cracow ; Shottau ; Silefin; Neiflifchene. Ar-
rival at Vienna.  Vaccine inoculation introduced there. Cathedral of St.
Stephen s Widden theatre; Imperial library ; menage; theatre de la cour;
cabinet of medals; general hofpital ; cabinet of natural hiftory. New and
Tingular opinion on the brain, Hofpital for lunatics. Ancedate relative to
the Emperor Jofeph 1L Imperial palace at Schombrun. Menagerie; obfer-
vatory; model of ow Saviour's fepulchre; arfenal; colledtion of piftures.
Departure from Vienna - - - - - - 463

CHAPTER XXNII.

Journey through Germany. Lintz. Glandular fwellings.  Drefs of the women
in Bavarin. Howufes. Ratifbon; Franconin. Drefs of the female peafants.
Waurtzburg 5 the palace, citadel, and bridge. Effelbacn Efchaffenberg ; Det-
tingen ; Manau; Frankfort Xoenigltein. Seltzer water. Limbourg; Dowzy
Duffeldorf.  Seat of the Prince Palatine. Drefs of the peafants. Duyfbourg ;
Welel; Arnheim. Roads in Holland. Tace of the rountry and cuoltivation.
Utrecht; Rotterdam 3 Helvoetfluys.  Arrival inEngland - - 486

APPENDIX, conmining a Medical Journal, Hifterical Journal of Plague, and a
Meteoralogical Journal.

TRAVELS



TRAVELS

IN

ASIATIC TURKEY, SYRIA, AND EGYPT.

CHAPTER L

MILITARY MISSION APFOINTED T0 PROCEED TO TURKEY~—0RIECT OF THE
MISSION—NAMES OF THE OFFICERS WHO ACCOMIANIED IT——DEPAR-
TURE OF GENERAL KOEHLER OVERLAND, AND OF THE AUTHOR BY SEA
——THEII RESPECTIVE ARRIVALS AT CONSTANTINOPLE—TIE CEREMO-
NIES OFf CONSEQRATING THE GRAND VIZIER'S STANDARD ; OF THE CaA-
PITAN PACHA'S DEFPARTURE ; AND OF THE VIZIER'S TAKING THE FIELD,

TOWARDS the clofe of the year 1408, a plan was formed by

his Majefty’s minifters to fend to the dominions of the Grand
Seignor a Britifh military miffion, which was to procced to the feat
of war, and to co-operate with the Turks againft the common
enemy, the French, who had by that time gained & {trong footing
in Egypt. For this purpofe General Koehler, who had been at
Conftantinople on a former occafion, was fele@ed, together with fe-
veral officers belonging to the corps of royal engineers and royal ar-
tillery. Thefe, with a certain number of non-commiffioned officers
and privates belonging to the corps of artillery, and a few artificers,
compofed the above miffion, confifting all together of feventy-fix

perfons.
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The officers who were appointed on this occafion to a& under
General Koehler were, Licutenant Colonel Holloway, of the royal
engineers; Majors Hope and Fead, of the royal artillery ; Major
Fletcher and Captain Lacy, of the royal engincers; and Captain
Leake, of the royal artillery : Captain Franklin, who was in the fer-
vice of the Honourable Eaft India Company, went in the capacity
of fecretary to General Kochler; Mr., Chandler as commiflary ; Mr.
‘Whiteman, affiftant commiffary ; Meflrs. Read and Pink, draught{-
men ; and Dr. Wittman, furgeon to the miffion.

In order that no time fhould be loft in carrying into cffe& the
important object which this miffion had in view, Brigadier General
Koehler, Licutenant Colonel Holloway, commanding the engincers,
Major Hope, commanding the artillery, Majors Fead and Fletcher,
Captain Franklin, and Mr. Pink, {et out from England, in the
month of December, to proceed overland to Conftantinople. It
may rcadily be conceived that, at fo inclement a feafon of the ycar,
they had great difficulties to encounter in the profecution of fuch
a journey. But previoully to entering upon this fubjed, it will be
proper to narrate the progrefs of that part of the detachment which
was to procced by fea.

It was the beginning of April before the New Adventure tranf-
port, having on board the remainder of the officers, the non-com-
miflioned officers, and the privates, together with the artillery and
ordnance f{tores ncceflary for the expedition, failed from England,
under convoy of his Majefty’s thip the Charon, of forty-four guns,
and made a {afe paffage to Gibraltar, in the courfe of which no re-

markable incident took place, except the ufual occurrence at this
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feafon of the year of bad weather in the bay of Bifcay, when the
tranfport being too heavily laden, fprang a leak, and a quantity of
ftores and fome pontoons were obliged to be thrown overboard, A
military artificer was unfortunately wathed off the veffel by a furf,
and was immcdiatc]y drowned.

Early in the morning of the 3d of May we weighed anchor, and
failed from Gibraltar. At ten o’clock bore away with a fair brecze
from the weftward, which continuing to blow from the fame quar-
ter, we reached Palermo on the 11th of May, after a very agreeable
paflage of cight days. Our {tay at Palermo aftorded us leifure to
admire the beautiful view of the city, its fuburbs, and the adjacent
country, which is cxtremely pleafant and well cultivated, and the
level furface of which forms a ftriking contraft with the high and
rugged mountains behind. Our curiofity was indced wrought toa
very high pitch, and, ftimulated by this, and the averfion to the fea,
{o natural to thofe accuftomed to live on fhore, we felt avery ardent
defire to land, but were difappointed. We failed in the cvening,
and were thus prevented from viewing the many curious and inte-
refting objeéts which Palermo contains.

On the following day we were becalmed on the coaft of Sicily,
from which we were at o {mall a diftance, that we had a diftin@
view of Mount Etna and Strombolo, than which nothing could be
more awfully grand. The Lipari iflands added to the effed of this
fine feene.

We pafled on the 13th through the ftraits of Meffina, and were
fwept along by the rapid current without experiencing any unplea-
fant fenfation, On the contrary, as the day was very fine and clear,

B2
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we had a full view of the city of Meflina, and the cheering’ profpe&
of a beautiful and richly diverfified coaft, fometimes clouded by the
recolle@ion of the dreadful earthquake which a few years fince
fpread defolation through this delightful country.

On the 14th, we were becalmed on the coaft of Calabriz. On
the 15th, we made fome progrefs, notwithftanding the wind was
contrary, Owing to this circumitance, we did not defery the ifland
of Zante until the 18th, when it was diftant about feven or eight
leagues. It was in fight on the following day, the little wind that
there was thill continuing unfavourable.

Early in the morning of the 22d, we made Cerigo, which bore
from us E. N, E. diftant about feven miles. On the 23d, we de-
feried Milo, whence, after feveral ineffectual attempts to procure a
pilot, we were driven by a {trong north-eeft gale 'upon the Morea.
From that time until the 25th, we were engaged in working to
windward, to regain our ftation, which we at length effedted, but
were driven back.

On the morning of the 27th, we were 1o fortunate as to pafs be-
tween the iflands of Thermea and Serfo, two of the Cyclades : the
wind blowing extremely hard {rom the N. E. our mainfail was {plit.
In the afternoon we were clofe in with Mycone, another of the
Cyclades.

On the 28th, we pafled the ifland of Nicaria. It blew a frelh
gale, and we fhipped a large quantity of water.  Our ftock of frefh
provifions was by this time exhaufted.

On the 29th, we paffed near the ifland of Scio ; and on the 3112,
defcried Mytelene. b
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On the evening of the 2d of June we were clofe in with the
ifland of Tenedos; and, being becalmed on the following day, were
driven by the force of the current, which fet in from the mouth of
the Dardanelles, too far to the weftward to be cnabled to make for
the ftraits.

On the 4th, in the afternoon, we entered the Dardanelles ; but,
the wind dying away, were under the neceffity of coming to an
anchor {oon after, at the diftance of five miles within the entrance.
We were there detained by contrary winds until the 11th, when a
favourable gale {pringing up, we made fail at about eleven o'clock
in the morning, and pafled the town of Gallipoli at five in the
afternoon.

Early in the morning of the 14th, we were in fight of Conftan-
tinople. 'We were fhortly afterwards overtaken by a ftorm of thun-
der, lighming, and rain. At three in the aftcrnoon we came to
anchor in the harbour, the Charon and tranfport having fired a
rayal falute on pafling the Seraglio, which the reader nced not be
informed is the palace of the Grand Seignor, This term has been
vulgarly applied to all places where the oriental people confine
their women, but, in fad&, thefe are called Harams, and the word
Seraglio 1s a finétly local a[:)pcllat‘ion.. The city, harbour, and en-
virons, prefented a magnificent fpcftaclc, new m cevery refped to our
cyes, both as to the architeéture of the principal cdifices and the
conftruction of the city itfelf, but which was on the whole extremely
fine and piGurefque.

The whole of the miffion was now affembled at Conftuntinople.

The officers who had proceeded thither overland, had anxioufly
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waited our arrival; and on our fide we felt an equal impatience to
join them. Our mutual greetings were followed by mutual en-
quiries; and we colledted from them the following particulars rela-
tive to their journey, and to the events which had occurred during
their refidence in the capital of the Turl{iﬂ‘l dominions.

Their journey, in the outfet, had been attended by uncommon
feventies; fuch, however, as might have been expetted from a {ra-
fon more rigorous than any which had been experienced for many
years. In pafling over to the continent, they had, at the entrance
of the Elbe, been fhipwrecked among the fhoals of ice; and, to
relieve themfelves from this perilous {fituation, had been under the
neceflity of pafiing over the ice, to the extent of two miles, to gain
the fhore. By this cffort, however, they were providentially faved.
They now profecuted their journey to Conftantinople, where they
arrived in the month of March 179g, having fet out, as has been
mentioned before, towards the clofe of the preceding year.

On the 17th of the following month, April, it was officially no-
tified to them, that the Grand Vizier had appointed the following
day for their firft prefentation. He had made choice of this day,
as being that which was fixed on for the ceremony of the confecra-
tion of his {ftandard, previoufly to his taking the field, and to his
promotion to the rank of a pacha of three tails—a ceremony which
could not fail to be highly gratifying to ftrangers. To this mark of
attention our officers were not infenfible.

At cleven o'clock in the morning they were conduéted to the
Sublime Porte, under an efcort of a body of Janiflaries, and attended

by an interpreter.  They were led to an apartment, whence they
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had a view of the hall of the divan, and of an extenfive court-yard,
in which a very numerous body of Turks was affembled at prayers.
A little before noon the ftandard, fupported by feveral of the great
officers of {tate, was brought with great ceremony from the hall,
and carried to the tottom of a flight of fteps, the different religious
fels, the Mufti, Imans, Dervices, &c. being in front of the pra-
ceflion. A {folemn prayer, in which the Tpedtators joined, having
been repeated, and the Mufti perceiving that the fun was at its
meridian height, the ftandard was raifed and planted. This part of
the ceremony having been accomplithed, twelve theep were immo-
lated, and the foot of the ftandard wathed with their blood. In.
this {tate it was to remain during forty days, at the expiration of
which time his Royal Highnefs was to take the field. The great
officers, namely, the Mufti, the head of the Ulema, the Kiabey,
the Reis Effend:, the Telterdar, the Janiflary Aga, &c. who had
attended on this occafion, now took leave, the Mufti being accom-
panied to his carriage, a fmall clofe vehicle covered with fearlet
cloth, by the Vizier himfelf. On the clofe of the ceremony the
Britith officers were introduced to the Reis Effendi, or fecretary of
ftate for foreign affairs,. by whom they were conduéted and pre-
fented to his Royal Highnefs the Grand Vizier. They found him
feated in the corner of a room, richly furnifhed in the Turkifh ftyle,
and furrounded by a numcrous body of attendants and mutes, all
of them fuperbly and clegantly drefled. Our officers being feated,
they were ferved, according to the cuftom of the country, with
pipes, fiwvcetmeats, coffee, fherbet, rofe-water, and other perfumes.

T 10 om e - . -
No mark of diftin®ion duc to-their rank was negle@ed on this oc-
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cafion ; and after they had been apprifed that an early day would
be appointed for a fecond interview, they withdrew.

This interview was not delayed. It tock place five days after the
preceding one, on the 22d of April, at the kiofque at Kaithana,
where his highnefs the Vizier had affembled a party of Turkifh
artillery, and a corps of infantry, for a review, and for artillery
practice. The latter fucceeded much better than our ofhicers had
been led to expedt. The Turkifh artillery-men beat down the tar-
get feveral times, and their mortar practice was by no means con-
temptible. Lefs praife was due to the manceuyres of the infantry,
and to the Tham-fight which enfued.

The 26th of April was the day appointed for the ceremony of
the Capitan Pacha taking leave of the Sultan, previoully to the
failing of his fleet, which was to a& in concert with the Ottoman
land forces. The following was the etiguette obferved on this oc-
cafion, at which the Britith officers were prefent.  The Sultan, fur-
rounded by his guards, officers of ftate, and attendants, all richly
dreffed, was feated in a magnificent kiofque, at a fmall diftance
from the Seraglio point. The Capitan Pacha having been intro-
duced, and having had a fhort conference with the Grand Seignor,
the purport of which was, as we conjectured, to receive his high
commands and pleafure, was invefted with a rich caftan, or robe of
honour.  Six of the captains of his fleet were next conduded to
within a few paccs of the Sultan, and having made their obeifance,
were 1nvefted with the caftan. The Capitan Pacha now retired,
being fupported on each fide by an attendant, as is cuftomary with

all Turks of rank on thefe public occafions, and led by the proper
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officers. He was in this manner conduéted to a very clegant twenty-
four ocared barge of a great length, richly gilt and omamented.
Another barge of the fame defcription carried his flag; and this was
followed by four barges, with twenty rowers in cach. Such were
the ccremonials obferved on the return of the Capitan Pacha to his
thip, the Sultan Selim, the guns at the Seraglio point, and the men
of war, faluting him on his way.

On the 20th of May, General Koehler and the officers proceeded
to Scutari, in Afia Minor, oppofite to Conftantinople, to be prefent
at the ccremony of the Vizier taking the field. His Highnefs
having taken leave of the Grand Seignor, pafled over to Scutari,
the guns at the Seraglio point faluting him on his way. At Scutari,
the ftreets through which he pafled were lined with troops, both
cavalry and 1nfantry. IHc was attended by the Kaimacan, Capitan
Pacha, and all the great officers of flate, preceded by a band of
Turkifh mufic, and by a group_of gladiators, who fkirmifhed as
the proceflion pafled along.  The troops, by whom his Highnefs
was accompanied, confifting both of cavalry and infantry, were clad
and armed in various ways. Some of them were enveloped in
curious network coats of mail of fteel; others wore yellow drefles,
dccorated with ribbons of different colours hanging from the
fhoulders, and brafs helmets on their heads. Others again were
clad in party-coloured dreffes.  'While a part of them were armed
with fpears, or lances, from twelve to fourteen fect in length,
others carried fhort, twifted, rifle-barrel guns, the reft mufkets,
carbines, &c. The wholce of them wore Twords and piftols 1n fafthes

C
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faftened round their waift. The Vizier, the Capitan Pacha, the
Kaimacan, and other officers, were mounted on beautiful herfes
richly caparifoned. The one which his Highnefs rode made the
moft magnificent appearance, the embroidercd trappings being
ftudded with gems, pearls, &, The hilt of the handjar, or dirk,
which his Highmels carried at his fide, was covered with a profufion
of diamonds.

It 1s impofiible to contemplate thefe pompous ceremonies, and
not to contraft them with the fecrecy and filence with which the
firlt movements of European armics are undertaken. It muft be a
trifling nation which can delay an expedition of importance, cven
for a fingle day, left fome little rite or ceremony fhould be omitted.
And it is truly impolitic thus to advertife an enemy, for even
months beforehand, of the advance of an army. When thefe cir-
cumitances, and the faéts which will be hereafter related, are con-
fidered, the reader. will not be furprifed at the little fuccefs which
commonly attends the Turkifh military operations.

A number of dervifes were diftributed among the Turkifh troops,
who are conftantly attended when they go to war by perfons of
this charader, to exhort them to valour, and to kindlc up their en-
thufiafm by their fhouts and finging.

The Vizier's camp was formed about a mile without the town
of Scutari.  On this occafion 2 vaft multitude of perfons of both
fexes, whom curiofity had drawn thither, attended, but not the
fmalleft accident or difturbance enfucd.

On the 1t of June his Highnefs proceeded on his march for
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Syria.  Major Fletcher, of the royal engineers, was ordered to ac-
company him on this fervice ; but was unfortunately taken ill a few
days after he fet out, and under the neceffity of returning to Con-
ftantinople,

About the fame time, Major Fead, of the royal artillery, was
ordered to St. John d’Acre, to which place he proceeded in a Turkifh

thip of war. This excellent officer fhortly afterwards fell a viGim
to a malignant fever.
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CHAPTER 1L

VISIT TO PERA—CAPTAIN FRANKLIN RETURNS TO ENGLAND-——DESCRIP-
T10N OF CONSTANTINOPLE—MOSQUES AND MINARETS—EXTENNATL Ap-
PEARANCE OF THE CITY—THE SEKAGLIO—SUBURBS OF GALETA, PERA,
AND TOPHANA-—SCUTARI—THE BOSPHOWUS—POPULATION — AMUSE-
MENTS—TURK [§H SHIPS—INTERIOR OF THE TURKISH HOUSES—CERE-
MONIES—DOGS—TOLICE,

N the evening of the 1-ith of June, the day on which we landed

from the tranfport, I walked to Pera. I {hould have obferved,

that the general and officers who had proceeded to Conftantinople

overland, had taken up their refidence at Buyukdere. a village fitu-

ated on the fea-fide, within fourteen miles of the capital. This vil-

lage was alfo deftined to be my head quarters until the military
operations Thould commence.

On the 15th, we had a vifit from Captain Franklin, who dined
with us: he had refigned, and was on the cve of his departure for
England. I made another excurfion to Pera.

On the 17th, Licutenant-colonel Holloway, Major Hope, and
Mr. Pink, one of the dranghtfmen, fet off to infpect the forts in
the Dardanelles, and the adjacent coafts.

I now had fufficient leifure to examine Confle ntinople, its {uburbs,
and its dependencies, of which the following is a brief account.,

Conftantinople, comprehending its fuburbs, fome of which are fo
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large that feveral authors have been led to confider them as diftin&
cities, 1s of very confiderable extent. It is in the form of an une-
qual triangle, having one of its fides towards the fea of Marmora,
another in front of the harbour, and the third towards the land.
Being built on feven hills, on the fides of which the houfes are
placed, it has at a little diftance the appearance of a vaft amphithe-
atre, {tretching itfelf over a very extenfive territory. The mofquces,
or places of public worfhip, of which the principal one was the ce-
lebrated chriftian church of St. Sophia, which name it ftill retains,
arc numerous, and feveral of them very large. They are not pro-
vided with bells; but each of them has one or feveral minarets, on
which the muczins, or criers, are fltationed to call the people to
prayers. Thefe minarets bear a ftrong refemblance in their form to
a tall candle, having an extinguifher at its top.

Nothing can be grander or more beautifully picturefque than the
cxternal appearance of Conftantinople and of its vicinity. Within
it has lefs to recommend it, the houfes being but indifﬁircntly built,
and the {treets very narrow,

The Seraglio, or palace of the Grand Sultan, occupies the fpace
on which the ancient city of Byzantium formerly ftood, at the ex-
tremity of the angle formed by the fea of Marmora and the Bof-
phorus. It is by far the moft beautiful part of Conftantinople, the
projedling land on which it {tands being covered by groves of cy-
prefs trees, which give a fublime cffe@ to the magnificent buildings
of which the palace is compofed.

On the oppofite fide of the harbour, the towns, or, more properly

fpenking, fuburbs of Galata, Pera, and Tophana, are fituated; and,
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on the Afiatic fide, oppofite the point of the feraglio, ftands the
town or fuburb of Scutari. From the great floping of the hills on
which they are placed, thefe fuburbs have a very fine and romantic
appearance, the houfes feeming as if built tier upon tier. Being,
however, principally conftru@ed of wood, which is foon fretted
and decayed by the intenfe heat of the fun in fuch a climate, the
grandeur of the fcene is diminifhed on a near approach., Between
them cyprefs trees rear their lofty heads, and add greatly to the
fublimity of the general effe®.  The cemeteries are alfo thickly
planted with thefe trees; and the fcene is thus rendered beautifully
picturefque. In fhort, the external view of Conﬂantinoplc, and of
its environs, 1s at once fublime and pleafing ; and with this view the
travelier onght to content himfelf, fince, on a nearer mfpe&ion, he
will find little to gratify his curiofity, or to excite his admiration.
The Bofphorus, a beautiful canal, or narrow fea, from a mile to
a mile and a half in breadth, and about twenty miles in length,
forms the communication between the Euxine, or Black Sea, and
the fea of Marmora, the ancient Propontis. In the formation of
its banks, which are lofty, and lined with an cxquifite variety of
beautiful trees and fhrubs, nature has been lavifh in the extreme.,
Several villages are interfperfed; and at the fea-fide the Grand Seignor,
the Vizier, Capitan Pacha, &c. have clegant kiofques, or pleafure-
houfes, for their fummer refidence. Throughout the whole extent
of the canal the higheft flatc of cultivation prevails, its thores being
covered with vineyards, gardens, and orchards, containing a great
diverfity of the fineft fruits. Woere the Turks poflefled of a tafte at

all proportionate to the advantages which this fituation affords, and
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- at the {fame time placed under a government f{imilar to our own,
the banks of the Bofphorus would become one of the moft beautiful
fpots 1n the world, They at prefent lofe all the beauties of the
perfpedtive from the eminences, their villages being built clofe to
the canal fide, with ftages or landing places projeling over the
water.  There the inhabitants aflfemble, and remain for feveral
hours together, fmoking their pipes, and enjoying the cool refrefh-
ing breeze.

Upon the Bofphorus a great number of boats are conftantly in
motion: they are neat and prettily decerated.  The boatmen being
very expert, they are rowed with great fwiftnefs and addrefs.

‘Lo return to Conflantinople. Its population, which has been al-
moft always over-rated, certainly does not exceed four hundred
thoufand fouls; and a great part of this population is abforbed by
the fuburbs; no Frank, or Chriftian, being allowed to refide in the
city, properly fo culled. The Franks inhabit Galata and Pera, in
the latter of which fuburbs are the houfes of all the forcign minif=
ters, who frequently give balls, concerts, and other entertainments
to the Frank inhabitants.  Thefe entertainments are fully attended,
more particularly by the Grecks, who are very fond of dancing,
During the camival there are mafquerades, in which many of the
charaflers are well fupported,

The harbour of Conftantinople is fafe and commodious for thip-
ping.  The Turks pay great attention to the external decoration of
their Mips of war.  Yellow is the predominating colour with which
the fides of their fhips arc painted. Their merchant veflels, which

almoft exclufively navigate the Black Sea, arc named caicks. Great
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numbers of thefe veflels are loft through the 1gnorance and ﬂ:upidity
of the Turkifl pilots, who fearcely ever venture out of fight of the
land ; and who, when they do, are almoft fure to encounter {fome
accident. The crews, both of the men of war and merchantmen,
arc lor the greater part compofed of Greek failors.

The cconomy and arrangement of the interior of the Turkifth
houfes are deferving of notice. The apartments are, in general,
gaudily ornamented, the ceilings being of different colours. In each
of them a part is fet afide for a raifed platform, which is elevated
about a foot from the floor, and is in width from five to fix feet.
On this platform mattrefles covered with cloth, or linen, are laid,
and cofhions placed from onc cxtremity to the other, fo as to give
the whole the appearance of one continued platform.  On the floor
a handfome mat is fpread. The windows are latticed, but not
glazed. Neither tables nor chairs conftitute any part of the furni-
ture, and indeed they would be fuperfluous, the Turks conftantly
fitting with their legs under them like taylors. When a Frank is
introduced to a Turk of diftinétion, the latter does not rife to re-
ceive him; but his vifiter advances towards him, and bows, with
his right hand placed on his breaft, this being the cuftomary mode
of falutation for Chriftians in their intercourfe witls the Mahome-
dans. The Turk now waves his hand to his gucft to {it down on
the fopha, and the converfation is carried on through the medium
of a dragoman, or interpreter.  The uncovering of the head would
appear as abfurd to a Turk, as it would feem ridiculous elfewhere,
it any one, in faluting another, was to take off his wig. The Turks,

who are great {fmokers, are feldom withcut a pipe in the mouth,
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In the ftrects of Conftantinople there is an incredible number of
dogs, which appear to be all of the fame race, nearly refembling our
fhepherd’s dog. They arc a great nuifance. The howlings of thefe
Liungry and half-ftarved animals during the night are truly hideous.
As they have no mafters to acknowledge them, and to adminifter
to their wants, they have to feek their precarious fubfiftence abroad,
which they rake up from among the filth thrown out from the
houfes. So defective, indeed, is the police in point of cleanlinefs,
that thefc dogs, and the vultures, are the only feavengers in Con-
flantinople. In the cemeterics, great numbers of doves, which the
Turks do not attempt to moleft, inhabit the cyprefs groves; and,

indeed, fwarm wherever thefe trees arc planted.
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CHAPTER I1II.

REMOVAL TO BUXYUKDERE-—DESCIIPTION OF THAT VILLAGE—FAVOURITE
AMUSEMENTS OF THE GRAND SEIGNOR—BARRACKS APPOINTED FOR THE
MISSION AT LIEVANT CHIFLICK—DESCRIPTION OF THAT PLACE—DY-
SENTERY PREVALENT AMONG THE SOLDIERS OF THE MISSION—INTRO-
DUCTION TO THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE SUBLIME PORTE—EYX-
CESSIVE HEAT~—DESCRIPTION OF THE TURKISH HORSES, AND THE MODE
OF TREATING THEM—MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS ON THE NATURAL IIS-
TORY, &c. OF THE COUNTRY~—FROGS AND GRASSHOPPERS—EVENING
WALKS AT BUYUKDERE, AND AMUSEMENTS OF THE GREERS——DRESS
AND MANNERS OF THE TURKISHN WOMENj; OF THE GREEKS—ABRUN-
DANCE AND CHEAPNESS OF PROVISIONS AT BUYUKDERE—OXEN AND
BUFFALOES—MARVEST IN TURKEY—OPPHESSIONS EXERCISED BY THE
MAHOMMEDANS ON THE CHRISTIANS—GRAND SEIGNOR VISITS CHIFLICX,
AND DISTRIBUTES SMALL MONEY TO THE ENGLISH SOLDIERS—TULKS
TAUGHT TO PRACTISE WITH RED HOT SHOT-——DESCRIPTION OF KAl-
THANA, THE PLACE ATPOINTED FOR ANTILLERY EXPERIMENTS—ON
LBOARD THE CHARON FIND TWO ENGLISHMEN HNEDEEMED FROM SLA-
VERY—LIBERAL CONDUCT OF A FRENCH OFFICER—GHREEK REJQICINGS
ON &7, JOUN'S DAY—ENTERTAINMENT AT THE RUSSIAN AMBASSA-
DOR‘S-—V.!SI'I_‘ TO CONSTANTINOPLE—ACCOUNT OF THE BAZARNS—FUR~
THER REMARKS ON 'THE CITY—THE SERAGLTO—THE MINT—MOSQUR
OF SANTA-SOPHIA—GREEK AMUSEMENTS—-VISIT ON BOARD THE SUL-
TAN SELIM—SICK ANDWOUNDED SOLDIERS ARRIVE FHOM ACRE—CON-
FERENCES WITIH THE TURKISH SECRETARY OF WAR ON THHIS SUBJECT
~eeQRDER TO ATTEND THE GEAND SEIGNOIL.

N the 18th of Junc I removed my baggage, medicines, &c,
= to Buyukdere, where I took up my rcfidence in a houfe pro-

vided for us clofe to the {ea fhore,
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The village of Buyukdere is very pleafingly fituated on the Euro-
pean {ide of the Bofphorus, not far from the entrance of the Black
Sea, and is diftant {rom Conftantinople about twelve miles. As its
name 1mplics, it ftands on a large level furface, buyuk in the Turkifh
hgnifying great, and deré a valley. It commands a moft delightful
and romantic view. In its front is a beautiful {trand, and behind it
feveral heights or promontories, the fcenery of which is picturefque
in the extreme. On account of the agrecablenefs of its fituation,
Buyukderc has been chofen as the refidence of feveral members of
the diplomatic corps, whofe palaces arc fituated on the eaftern fide
of the plain.  To the weft of the village there is an extenfive mea-
dow, in the centre of which is a groupe of very large plane trecs.
To this {fpot the Grand Scignor frequently retires in the fummer
{eafon, and is entertained by companies of rope-dancers, mounte-
banks, &c. Thefe paftimes, in the courfe of which the moft inde-
cent buffoonery is occafionally introduced, are highly agreeable to
him. The caftle of Buyukdere ftands on a lofty mountain, its po-
fition being not unlike that of Dover-caftle. It was built in the
filteenth century by the order of Sultan Mahomed, by whom the
city of Conf’cantinoplc was taken by ftorm, the emperor Conftan-
tine falling in the attack by the hands of two Turks.

In company with General Koehler and the other officers, on the
19th, I dined with the Ruffian ambaffador at his palace at Buyuk-
dere, where we were fumptuoufly entertained. In the morning
the general and myfelf went to Levant Chiflick to indpect the bar-
racks, which were deftined to reccive our detachment. This place

D2
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is diftant about feven miles from Buyukdere, and nearly midway
between 1t and Pera. A capitan pacha having formerly refided
there, has beflowed on it its name, levant fignifying a failor, and
chiflick a farm.  Several of the country refidences belonging to the
Turkifh grandees are alfo denominated chiflick, or the farm. Our
ride was very agrecable. The country in the vicinity of Levant
Chiflick is open and hilly, confifting principally of wafte lands co-
vered by fern and heath. There arc, however, feveral fpots Iaid out
in gardens and vineyards. The foil, which is in fome parts argilla-
ceous, in others fandy with a mixture of flate, is in general poor;
but in the valleys, which are beft cultivated, tolerable crops of hay
are produced.  The quantity grown being however infufficient for
the fupport of the cattle in winter, they then fall off, and become
poor and lean. During the fummer feafon they are kept in good
condition by the feed on the wafte lands.

On the 20th, twenty men belonging to the miffion, and feveral
women, were fent to the above barracks,

On the 211t, I went on board the New Adventure tranfport, lying
in the harbour of Conftantinople. In the afternoon I returned to
Buyukdere by water.  In the courfe of this day we had much thun-
der, hightning, and rain.

On the 224, I rode to Levant Chiflick. The Turkifth horfes are
in general fmall, from eleven to twelve and thirteen hands high,
but they are fure footed. The Turkifh faddle is fomewhat 1ncon-
venient to Europeans; and as fpurs are not employed, the rider is

obliged to have secourfe to his ftirrups when he withes the animal
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on which he is mounted to quicken his pace. It was with much
anxicty that I found the numbers on the fick lift to have cncreafed,
the prevailing complaint being dyfentery.

On the 23d, the remainder of the detachment, with feveral of
the officers, were fent to the barracks at Levant Chiflick, which I
vifited for the purpofe of arranging my quarters, &c. for my occa-
fional attendance, In thefe barracks we found a Turkifh corps train-
ing to a more regular fyftem of military tadics than they had hi-
therto been accuftomed to. The other officers and myfell were
ftill to remain with the general at Buyukdere.

This day the military officers and the other gentlemen belonging
to the miffion, who had not already gone through that ceremony,
that 1s, thofe among us who had reached Conftantinople by fea,
were introduced to the Kiamakun, Capitan Pacha, &c. We were
recerved with the cuftomary Turkifh compliments, and were treated
with coffee, therbet, pipes and tobacco, and perfumes.

I dined this afternoon with Mr. Abbot, an Englifh merchant, and
treafurer to the Levant company, who had been fettled in Turkey
forty-five years. He gave me fome very ufeful information relative
to the plague, and informed me that there were at that time two
cafes of this difcafe at Pera.

On the 24thand 25th, 1 paid my cuftomary vifits to the barracks
at Levant Chiflick. During the night of the 2:4th, Mrs, Wilkinfon,
wife to a corporal of the royal artillery, fell a vi@im to a dyfenteric
complaint,  On that day we had very heavy fhowers of rain, with
much thunder and lightning. The heat was cxceflive, the thermo-

meter at {ix in the evening being at cighty-four in the fhade, and
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the barometer at thirty. In the mean time the number of fick, la-
bouring chiefly under dyfenteric complaints, was much encreafed.

On the 26th, on my-return from the barracks, I dined with the
general,

On the 27th, I rode to the barracks on a fmall grey horfe of the
country breed, which I had procured for the purpofe. The mode
of thoeing horfes in Turkey differs effentially from ours. The
whole of the foot is covered by a thin platc of iron, the centre ex-
cepted, in which there is a {mall perforation about the fize of an
Englifh halfpenny. I did not obferve that lamenefs was prevalent
among thefe horfes, who require ‘muc.h management.  After one of
them has been ridden, it is the cuftom to walk him in the open air
for an hour or two, previouily to his being put into the ftable. The
Turkith horfes are fed, while in the ftable, upon barley and chaff
(or barley alone), and that fparingly, once or at moft twice daily ;
once a day they have water; they litter them in their own dung,
which is firft dried in the fan. The Turks arc excellent grooms ;
the fkins of the horfes are kept very clean and fhining, as they fre-
quently wafh them all over with foap and water. In ftables, and
when not ridden, the horfes ard alwﬁys fettered or tethered with
cords, in order to prevent their lying down, and to keep them quiet,
as the principal or beft horfes are ftallions. The faddle ig fearcely
ever tofa]ly removed {rom the horfe's back, except to clean him,
even when in ftable, and they arc otherwife kept very warm, with
thick clothes, and hoods, &c.

I fhall now make a thort digreflion from my journal to defcribe

feveral particulars relative to the country in which I refided. The
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frogs in Turkey are very large; and it is impoffible to defcribe the
noife they make, which muft be heard to form a competent 1dea of
it.  The grafshoppers arc alfo of a large fize, and extremely noify.
In my rides to Chiflick my ears were perpetually dinned by the
croaking of the former, and the difcordant notes of the latter of thefe
creatures,

Gur evening walks on the ftrand in front of Buyukdere were very
pleafant and cheerful. This fpot has a flrong refemblance to the
beach at Weymouth. The Greeks, and indeed moft of the inha-
bitants, affemble in the evening to walk, or to amufe them{elves in
boats, which are rowed up and down in front of the village, Mufic
and finging conflitute a part of thefe aquatic amufements, and,
without being of the moft exquifite kind, ferve to diverhfy and en-
liven the fcene,

Buyukdere may with fome propricty be compared to the tower
of Babel: individuals belonging to almoft every nation refiding
there, a firange mixture of languages muft confequently enfue. The
drefles of the inhabitants are as varied as are the Ianguages. The
Turkifth women are fair ; they cover the face, the cyes and a part of
the nofe excepted, with a picce of white muflin: another piece of
muflin envelops the head. This part of their drefs is ftyled makra-~
mah. In ftature they are rather low, and corpulent, the latter con-
dition being much admired among themfelves: they are ufually clad
n a long green garment, which hangs very Jow behind, with a
Iquare cape, rcfembling on the whole a riding drefs, and it 1s called

Jeredge.  They wear yellow boots with flippers over them, but the
latter they take off on cntering a houfe. They ftain their finger-
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nails of a red colour, or, more properly fpeaking, of a very deep
orange, with the dried leaves, diluted with water, of the henna, or
Egyptian privet (lewwfowia ineruis, Lin.), a large flirub, which is
much cultivated both in Turkey and in Egypt for this purpofc.

The Turkifh females always walk abroad by themfelves; in fine
weather they refort to fome favourite fpot without the towns, oc-
eupy the banks, or feat themfelves on the tomb-{lones in their ce-
meteries, where they fit quietly for hours together.  They appear to
lead a moft indolent life; their recreations and exercifes being ex-
tremely limited.

The Greek women have the face, which is beautiful and of an
oval form, uncovered. Their eyes are black, as are alfo their eye-
brows, to which, as well as to their eyelids, they pay a particular
attention, rubbing them over, to beftow on them a deeper hue, with
a lcaden ore reduced to an impalpub]c powder, blended with an
unctuous matter to give it confitence. Their complexion is gene-
rally pale. They wear their hair, which is of a great length, and of
a decp fhining black, in trefles, and fometimes turned back in a
fanciful way on the head. In other inftances it hangs loofely down
the back, extending to the hips. They arc commonly dreffed in a
pelice of fill, fatin, or fome other material : they are coftly in their
attire, in the choice of which they are not attached to any particular
colour. On the head they wear a fmall cap. The drefs of the
men nearly refembles that of the Turks; but they are not allowed
to wear the kowouk, or turban of white muflin, for which they are
obliged to fubftitute the calpac, or blue turban, and none of the
Greeks can wear yellow boots or {lippers, except thofe who are in
the fervice of the foreign minifters, &e.
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The Greek women marry at about the age of fifteen: they are
fhort lived. At twenty-five they wrinkle and decay, bearing the
appearance altogéther of old women. They have fine children,
who, however, partake of the palid complexion of the mothers. It
15 unqueflionably to the too frequent ufe of the warm bath, to
which the Greek women are {6 much habituated, that their very
relaxed and debilitated ftate is to be afcribed ; and this abufe, added
to their natural indolence and their inaion, as certainly tends to
fhorten their lives.

In Plate I. will be found a faithful reprefentation of a Greck
woman.

During courtfhip, the Greek lover ferenades his miftrefs either in
front of her houfe, or from the water., On thefe occafions he re-
cites, in a pathetic fong, the warmth and fincerity of his paflion, &c.
Thefe nofurnal ferenades, which are devoted to love, are fo {re-
quenf at Buyukdere, as to break in on the repofe of its inhabitants ;
and a perfon of a lively fancy might be led to fuppofe that the deity
of love had made it his favourite refidence, from the beauty and
amenity of this enchanting fpot.

I have already obferved that Buyukdere is the fummer refidence
of feveral of the ambafladors: it is alfo that of many perfons of pro-
perty and diftinGion, who refide at Pera during the winter feafon.
Nearly oppofite to this village, on the bank of the Bolphorus, is a
fountain overhung with Beautiful clumps of trees, much frequented
on moonlight evenings by the Greeks, Armenians, and others. This,
however, happens at a particular feafon only of the year, when the
clear tranfparency of the moon’s light, illuminating the foliage which

E
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furrounds them, as well as the diftant objeds, nvites the company
to {fpend late hours in the enjoyment of fo charming a fcene.

At Buyukdere mutton, beef and bread are plentiful, and fold at
a very reaflonable price; as are alfo poultry of every defeription.
Eggs are in great plenty; but the cheefe and butter arc very indif-
ferent.  The wines, both red and white, made at Buyukdere, are
very cheap, the oke (which weighs two pounds ten ounces, or {ome-
what more than an Englifth bottle) being fold at from eight to ten
paras, that 1s, from four pence to five pence Englilh money. The
vegetables, which are pretty nearly of the fame kinds as in England,
namely, broad beans, French beans, pecas, cabbages, cucumbers,
gourds, water nielons, &c. are in great abundance. The fruits,

which are no lefs (o, confift of peaches, apricots, pears, apples (which,

however, arc all very infipid), figs, cherrics, pomegranates, red cur-
rants, wood ftrawberrics, and grapes.  Befides thefe, there s a pro-
fufion of walnuts, filberds, and hazle nuts.  As there 1s no procuring
malt liquor here, the principal bevernge is wine and water. The
milk is good and tolerably cheap. The oxen are fmall, and are for
the greater part of a light grey colour; they are employed, 1n com-
mon with the buffalo, an animal very unfcemly to the view, in
ploughing, for draught, &c. Here, as well as at Conftantinople,
Pera, and indecd inall this part of Turkey, the dogs are very nume-
rous. They do not appear to belong to any particular mafters, are
very ferocious, and occafionally very troublefome.

A very agreeable difh called yourt, of which the natives are very

fond, is made here, and brought in with the deflert. It is prepared

by allowing 4 certain portion of milk to become four, and throwing
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into new milk as much of this acidulated fluid as will curdle it in a
flight degree. It is then eaten with fugar, is very palatable, and,
mixed with {trawberrics, becomes a good fubflitute for cream. The
milk {old here is generally a mixture, being drawn from goats, fheep,
cows, and buffaloes.

To refume my narrative. On the 28th and 29th of June, I
vifited the barracks at Levant Chiflick. The heat was lefs opprel-
five, the thermomcter being at feventy-five. The harveft was now
begun, and I faw, during my rides, the Turks bulied in mowing
their corn.  They had a tolerable crop of bearded wheat (in all
Turkey the wheat is bearded), which was of a good quality. Inftead
of threfhing it, it is their pradtice to harnefs horfcs and oxen to a
fmall car, the bottom of which is ftudded with portions of flint to
cut and bruife the firaw, the grain being difengaged by the tramp-
ling of the feet of the animals, who move in a circular dire@ion, as
if in a mll.

‘The doth, on my return from the barracks, I dined and fpent a
very agreeable afternoon with Mr. Thornton, an Englifh merchant
at Buyukdere. Iis details relative to the oppreflion of the ryahs,
under which common denomination are comprehended Greeks,
Armenians, and indeed every defcription of Franks or Chriftians
fubjedt to the Turks, were melancholy in the extreme. They are
liable to an annual capitatign, or poll tax, varying according to their
degrees and circumftances, from a guinea and a hall to {feven Thil-
lings and fixpence Englith money, on the payment of which a cer-
tificate is granted them; and this tribute, exated from them by
night of conqueft, and confidered as the redemption of their heads, for-

E 2
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feited in perpetuity by their fubjugated anceftors, leads to many
villanous pradtices on the part of the Turks, It frequently occurs,
for inftance, that a Turk, on mecting a ryah, without fcruple or ce-
remony, and without any regard to the cngagements the latter may
have, takes him afide to afcertain whether he is provided with a cer-
tificate, and, if this happens to be the cafe, to enquire into its au-
thenticity, which he is certain to difpute, or to throw {fome diffi-
culty or other in the way. Thus, whether the unfortunate ryah. has
or has not his certificate about him, he is obliged to make a pecu-
niary facrifice, to rid himfelf of his oppreflor's importunities. In
other inftances a ryah, who is in pofleflion of a houfe, has his right
to it difputed by a Turk, by whom falfe witnefles arc Tuborned :
and as the oath of the ryah is not valid in a court of juftice, when
oppofed to that of a Turk, he is obliged, if the canfe 1s brought to
trial, to bribe his judge. He is thus, if he fhould come off victo-
rioufly, condemned to heavy expences. To thefe, and many other
fimilar vexations and oppreflions, the wretched Franks, or Chrif
tians, are inceflantly expofed.

‘When their population is confidered, it may at firft view appear
extraordinary that they do not endeavour to throw off fo odious and
oppreflive a yoke, more efpecially as the Greeks, by far the moft
numerous among them, in reality poflefs, as individuals, confiderable
energy and courage. The feverity, however, of the examples which
have been made in their unfuccefsful ftruggles to regain their inde-
pendence, appears in a great meafure to have damped their ardour,
and broken their fpirit. It muft be recolleed, that during the late

war between the Ruflians and Turks, the Greeks made feveral efforts
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which, through want of a proper concert with the former of thefe
powers, were meffectual. On a future occafion they may perhaps
fucceed better. When they rate their numbers as equal to thofe of
the Turks, they certainly cxaggerate. They are, however, very nu-
merous, in the European provinces particularly, and poflefs many
of the eminent qualities which have immortalized their anceftors.
Among the ryahs in general great indufiry prevails.

On the morning of the 14t of July, T had a high gratification.
Shortly after my arrival at Levant Chiflick, the Grand Seignor and
all his principal officers came thither to 1; pend the day, They were
mounted, and their fine horfes being very elegantly eaparifoned,
nothing could exceed the grandeur of the fpedacle. Their arrival
was announced by the firing of guns; and the whole of the troops
were under arms; their mufic, confifting of drums, a kind of haut-
boys, timbrely, and horns, was by no means difagreeable. Our men.
who were called on, fired feveral rounds, and were complimented by
prefents of fmall gold coins of the fize of a para, and in value a
puaftre and a half. TFach of them received about two guineas. Be-
tween four and five in the afternoon, the Grand Seignor and his re-
tinue left Chiflick, which is faid to be the only place in the environs
of Conftantinople to which he goes on horfeback.

On the 2d, I paid my cuﬁomﬁry vifit te the above place, where 1
had the fatisfaction to find the fick in a fair way of recovery.

On the 3d, by the order of General Kochler, and at the particular
requelt of the Capitan Pacha, a furnace was crected at Kaithana,
for the heating of thot. A fuccefsful pradice was carried on with

the red hot fhot, to the great fatisfa@ion of the Capitan Pacha, who
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cn;:preﬂ'cd a wifla to fee the whole of the miflion on the following
day.

Kaithana 1s a valley very pleafantly fituated at the extremity of
the harbour, anad diftant from Buyukdere about ten miles. It has
been made choice of by the Turks for their artillery experiments, to
which its even furface is well adapted. The vefliges of a building
faid to have been formerly a palace of the Grand Seignor are to be
feen here; and near to them is a beautiful kiofque* for the Sultan’s
ufe. A fine meandring fiream runs through the valley. In the

cvening [ returmed to Buyukdere.

On the 4th, we repaired, agreeably to our appointment, to the
refidence of the Caipitan Pacha, with whom we made fome ftay, and
were entertained with coffee, and other refrefhments, Previoufly
to our taking leave, he made cach of us a fmall prefent, a gown
piece, for inftance, or fome fuch trifle.  The general was prefented

with a handfome fhuff-box, fet round with brilliants, as was alfo
Mrs. Koehler.

* A kiofque is a pavilion, or pleafure-houfe, of one ftory, for fummer refidence.
Its-form is fometimes fquare, and at others round; and it is ufually built of wood,
painted and decorated both withinfide and without, in the Turkith fiyle. 1t has fe-
veral openings, with fhutters or latticed work, anfwering the purpofe of windows.

The kiolque is generally raifed [ome feet from the ground, and is furnifhed within-
fide, after the Turkilh falbion, with fefas, or raifed platforms, covered with clotl, and
provided with cufhions. The floor is covered with handfome mats fabricated in
Egrypt, a confiderable manufaétory of which is carried on at Menouf in Lower Lgypt.

In the conftruction of thele kiofques, the Turks ufually make choice of an elevated
ground. It 1s alfo their praftice to placc them near a river, or ftream of watcr, fitus-
tions of which they are paflionately fond.  They there induige themfelves in fmoking
for feveral hours topgether.

Small kiofques are frequently ercfted on the poops of Turkifh merchant vefltls,
particularly of thofe which navigate the Black Sea. DBeneath the fhade of thefe, the
crews [inoke their pipes.
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After this vifit of ceremony, we went on board the Charon, Cap-
tain MKcller, where we were nat a little gratified- by the fight of
two of our countrymen, who had been kept in flavery during two
months in the vicinity of Conftantinople, with a perfeé ignorance
of the caufe of their detention. They had been liberated by the
humane interceflion of Captain M‘Keller with the Capitan Pacha. A
French officer had kindly written to Captain MKeller in their be-
half, and had tranfmitted to him a letter from thefe unfortunate men.

On the 5th, General Kochler left Conftantinople for the purpofe
of joining Lieutenant-colonel Holloway and Major Hope, in the
Dardanclies. This being St. John's day, the Grecks kept it with
much parade. Oppofite Buyukdere the river was crouded with
boats filled with muficians, who played and fung during the whole
of the day. In the evening, bonfres were kindled, and piftols dif~
charged in the air: it was on the whole a fcene of great riot and
confufion.

On this occafion the Greck women were all of them very hand-
fomely attired, the meaneft among them, cven the filhermens'
wives, being clad in clegant drefles of itk or velvet, with pelices,
lined with ermine of confiderable value. This finery, of which they
are extremely fond, 1s generally referved for the holidays.

Having been ndifpofed for feveral days, I did not repeat my vifits
to Levant Chiflick until the 8th.  On the 10th, however, I was o
well recovered as to accept the invitation which we received from
Monfieur Tomara, the Ruffian ambaffador, to be prefent at the ce-
lebration of the birth day of the Emperor of Ruffia. |

In the cvening we repaired to his palace, where we found a very



32 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

large party aflemabled, all the foreign minifters, in their gala drefles,
and decorated with their refpeive orders, being prefent, with their
ladies and fuites. The company, which confifted of individuals of
almoft every nation, in the different coftumes by which each 1s ap-
propriately diftinguifhed, did not break up until between one and
two in the morning. The dances were continued until a late hour,
the Greek women being puflionately fond of that excrcife. In the
courfe of the evening refrefhments, confifting of {wectmeats, ice
creams, cakes, &c. were ferved; and at midnight there was a cold
collation, with wines and other liquors. The entertainment pafled
off very agreeably.

On the 11th, I rode to Levant Chiflick; and on the 12th, to
Conftantinople. T embraced this opportunity of paying a vifit to
the bazars, that is, the places fet afide for the fale of different ar-
ticles of merchandize, each trade, or in other cafes the dealers be-
longing to the different nations fubject to the Turkith domination,
being arranged under a covered archway, fomewhat fimilar to our
Exeter exchange. Beneath thefe archways, or cloifters, which are of
{tone or wood, each tradefman, or dealer, has his fhop in front, and
behind it a warchoufe for his goods. This arrangement is extremely
convenient both for the feller and the purchafer; at the fame time
that the bazars, admnitting a free circulation of the air, are very cool
in fummer, and confequently well adapted to the climate. The
commodities fold in them are by no means contemptible. There
15 here a more regular market police (if the phrafe may be admitted)
than might be expecled in this country. There are officers who

take care to examine the weights and meafures of thofe who fell
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goods; and thefc officers daily go their rounds through the different
bazars: woe be unto him who fells with light weights ! he is made
an immediate example: he either fuffers on the 1pot the baftinado
(which the reader need fearcely be informed is a heavy cudgel ap-
plied violently to the foles of the feet), or is condemned to the pay-
ment of a inec, The weights are of courfe deftroyed.

If any fraud is to be apprehended, it is more efpecially among thofe
whom the Turks rank as unbelievers, and particularly among the Jews,
who maintain here the chara@er with which they are too generally |
charged ; they are prone to extortion, and in truth to deal with them
requires much circumipeétion.  From what I was able to obferve in
the bazars, T am inclined to think that the Turks are fair dealers. In
fpcaking of the manner in which fraudulent tradeipeople are treated, it
may not be improper to mention, that a peculiar punithment i1s infliced
i this.country upon bakers who tranfgrefs the law, either by felling
bread of light weight or of bad quality : they have their ears nailed
to their own door poft for public view. In arbitrary governments
the police ought to be good, for the punifhments are always fangui-
nary and cruel.

In the courfe of my perambulation, T went into a thop, where I
toole a draught of fherbet cooled with ice. This liquor is made in
various ways, with or without the acid : it is very cooling and refrefh-
ing, and is fold at the very moderate price of a para® the cup.

I was now confirmed in the obfervation I had made on my firft ar-

sival, that the {lreets of Conﬁantinop]c are, without exception, nar-

* A para is nearly equal to a halfpeany; forty paras make one piafire, and one
pialtre is worth one fhilling and fixpence of our money.

F
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row, 1ll paved, and dirty. Almoft all the houfes arc buile with win-
dows projeting to the {trects, which nearly touch thofe of thejr
oppolite neighbours ; this cuftom greatly obftruds.the free circulation
of air through the ftrects.  The roofs of the houfes are miferably iil
covered ;- they are formed of a reddifh tile, loofely put on without
any faftening ; occafionally loofe ftones are laid on here and there,
but a cat running over the top of a houfe will frequently untile it;
confequently they are wretchedly conftru@ed for rainy or tempef-
tuous weather. The external appearance of the houfes is at the fame
time heavy and difmal, all the ornaments being referved for the inte-
rior. 1 entered the outer court of the Seraglio, beyond which ftrangers
arc not allowed to pafs, and had a fight of the mint, where the work-
men were bufily employed. It is fituated within the enclofure. The
filver coin has been debafed to a very extraordinary degree, the filver
it contains having been progreflively reduced to about thirty parts in
an hundred. This adulteration is faid to have been introduced in aid
of the public revenue ; and as the coin fHill retains its ancient nominal
value, the confequence has been, that the counterfeit money of the
forgers 1s become of greater value than that iffued from the public
trcafufy, notwithftanding the dealers in this illicit traffic turn their
{peculation to a vety good account.

From the mint I walked to the vicinity of the mofque of Santa
Sophia, which is certainly a very maffive building, but which, con-
fidered in an architeClural point of view, is, in my opinion, very infe-
rior to our St. Paul's.  With the exception of the dome, and of the

four minarets which are detached, there is nothing very fingular or

firiking in the pile,
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I proceeded thence to the atmeydan, the place or field of herfcs,
or, as it was anciently called, the hippodrome, a very extenfive open
ipace or circus, fet afide for athletic exercifes and public fpeéiacles.
Here the Turks exhibit a kind of military fport, called the dfarid. The
combatants are mounted, and armed with a {tick or wand of a con-
fiderable length, which is darted with great force by the affailant, and
as fkilfully avoided by his antagonift. This exercife is very much in
voguec among the Turks of condition. In the middle of this fpace
{tands an antique column or obelifk, of a fingle block of granite, the
fides of which are filled with various Egyptian figures and hierogly-
phics.  One of our party undertook to meafure it, which he accom-
plifhed by a calculation drawn from a comparifon between the thadow
of a flick and that of the column, the height of which was found to
be about fixty fecet. The bafc is about feven feet in height, and is
curloufly feulptured in bas-relicf with a great varicty of human heads.
At the extremity of the fquare there are the remains of a pillar, formed
by the twifting of three brazen ferpents,  Formerly their heads made
the capital of the pillar.  Mahomet the fecond, when he took Con-
ftantinople, beat off the jaw of one of thefe heads.

Pafling through a firect, we came to another large and elevated
antique column, called the Burnt Pillar, which, amidft the confla-
grations that have fo frequently occurred, and have unfortunately
fo much ravaged the city of Conftantinople, has ftood its ground,
It has, however, a very dingy hue, and a confiderable number of fif-
fures, occafioned by the different fires which have taken place in its

vicinity, infomuch that it.is now encircled by 1ron hoops to keep it
together.

Lo
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Alter our excurfion, we dined on board the New Adventure tranf-
port; and m the afternoon went on board the Charon to take leave,
fhe being on the eve of failing from Conftantinople for Gibraltar. [
did not reach Buyukdere until midnight. The weather had been
extremely fultry during the day, the thermometer being at eighty-
cight in the fhade.

On the 13th 1rode to Levant Chiflick. On my return, 1 heard
the Charon falute the Grand Seignor in pafling the Seraglio point.

On the evening of the 14th T went to a kiofque in Buyukdérc,
where the Greeks were affembled to fing, dance, and partake of other
amufements. I joined the promenade afterwards in the meadow, in
which there was a very numerous allemblage of Greeks, Turks, and
others. It being Sunday, the inhabitants of all the neighbouring vil-
lages were colle@ed; and the groups which were formed, by the
varicty of their coltumes, and the charaleriftic traits peculiar to each
nation, had a very pleafing, and to mc a very novel effe@. While
the Greeks difplayed all the gaicty and sonchalance which belong to
their charadter, the Turks, with much gravity, had recourfe to their
conflant companion the pipe, and in the intervals of fmoking, took
coffce.

On the 15th I rode to Levant Chiflick, where I vifited the Aga and
feveral other Turks who were indifpofed.  On the preceding day we
had madc an appointment with Mr, Spurring, the Englith thip-builder
at Conftantinople, to vifit the Sultan Sclim, the fhip which bore the
flag of the Capitan Pacha. We were the more anxious to do this, as
the Tuarkifh flect was to fail in the courfe of a fow days for the Dar-

danelles.  'We went on board accordingly, and found her to be a re-
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markably fine veflel: we were told, however, that her timbers were
not proportioned to lher fize, and that fhe would work very il in
tempeftuous weather, and in a rough fea.  The Sultan Selim mounts
one hundred and twenty forty-two pounders, befides other guns of a
fmaller caliber. The Capitan Pacha's cabin was fitted up in a very
clegant ftyle. At the fides were fufpended a confiderable number of
rich and beautiful fabres, pitols, and mufkets, which, being fet with
a profufion of diamonds, and curioufly inlaid with gold, made a very
glittering and fhowy appearance. The furniture and other decora-
tions of the cabin were in a correfponding {tyle of magnificence.  Se-
veral Englifh prints, reprefenting our celebrated naval vi@ories, were
hung up.

We were entertained by the captain of the fhip, a great favourite
of the Capitan Pacha, with fweetmeats, liqueurs, coffee, &c. He ac-
companicd us in our vifit to the different parts ol the veflel, which
was very clean, and kept in good order.  Shec had on board fourteen
hundred men, among whom that {trié& difeipline by which the
Englith men of war arc diftinguifhed did not appear to be kept up.
The place fet apart.for the fick was very il calculated for that pur-
pofc; and but little attention feemed to be paid to this part of the
Turkifh cconomy, thun which nothing can be more momentous on
Thipboard. To the difregard with which the fick were treated, may
be added, as a proof of the barbarifin of this people, the little encou-
ragement beftowed on thefe who had the charge of them. The fur-
geon of the Sultan Selim affured me, that his annual falary amounted
to twelve guineas anly of our money, infomuch that his chief depen-

dence, and that a VCIy Precarious one, was on prefents,  With fo
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inadequate a remauneration for his fervices, whatever might have been
his tulents, little was to be expected from his zeal.  After this vifit
to the Sultan Selim, I dined on board the New Adventure tranfport,
and returned to Buyukdere in the evening,

-On the 16th and 17th nothing particular occurred, I rode, as
ufual, to Levant Chiflick. On my reaching that place, on the morn-
ing of the 18th, I was introduced to the Kai ma kan, and Hadgi
Ibrahim Effendi, who had come thither for the purpofc of a general
infpe@ion and exercife of the Turkifh troops. Our men fired feveral
rounds, and received a prefent of an hundred fheep and three hun-
dred piaftres.  The parade being broken up, I returned to Buyukdere,

The 19th and 20th were without any interefling occurrence. On
the 211, in the afternoon, a party being made, we croffed the river
from Buyukdere to Afia, and walked to the fummit of the Giant's
Hill, a very high mountain, from which we had a delightful view of
the different windings of the Bofphorus, and alfo of the Black Sea.

On my arrival at Chiflick on the 22d, I was informed that a con-
fiderable number of fick and wounded Turkifh foldiers, {rom Acre,
in Syria, were hourly expeéted there. I agreed to fee them on the
following day.

On the 23d, after having vifited the above mentioned fick and
wounded Turkith foldiers, I returned, in the evening, to Buyukdere.

On the 24th T went to Conftantinopfe, where I had an interview
with his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim Effendi, the Turkifh {ecretary at
war, an the fubje& of the Turkifh fick and wounded in Levant Chif-
lick, and returned to Buyukdere in the evening.

On the 25th I reached Chiflick carly in the morning, and had a°
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long converfation with Hadgi Ibraham Effendi, and the Aga, or Com-
mandant, on the bufinefs above referred to. It was agreed that I
thould make all the neceflary regulations for the fick and wounded
Turks; that I fhould dire& the fitting up of the hofpital bedfteads,
&ec.; and that I thould be aided in my daily attendance by a Turkifh
furgeon. On the following day I met by appolntment, at Levant
Chiflick, the Grand Seignor's furgeon, the furgeon in chief to the
army, and two other army furgeons, the latter of whom were ap-
pointed to affift me. T was informed by them that the Grand Seignor
had given to each of the foldiers returned from Syria twenty-four
piafties, and a fehillink of filver to wear in his turban.

I pafs over my immediate operations at Levant Chiflick, as not
being of gencral intereft, with the brief obfervation, that many of the
Turkifh foldiers being badly wounded, I was very fully and ferioufly
cmploycd, and proceed to the 3oth, when I was called up at mid-
night, and a note delivered to me from Major Fletcher, to inform me
that the Grand Scignor, who was to be at Kaithanah the following
morning, to fee the experiments which were to be made with red-
hot fhot, the artillery pradice, &c. was defirous that all the perfons

belonging to the Britith military miffien fhould be prefent on the
occaflon.
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CHAPTER 1V.

VISIT TO LEVANT CHIFLICK, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ORDELS OF THE
GRAND SEIGNOR-—PRACTICE WITH RED-HOT SHOT—PRESENTS DISTRI-
BUTED TO THE OFFICERE AND MEN-—ORPERS TO ATTEND THE GRAND
SEIGNOR AGAIN—INTERVIEW WITH HIM—CONSULTED RBY THE AGA—
“TGRAND PROCESSION ON THE OPENING OF THE FESTIVAL OF THE BEY-
RAM COURBAM-—TURKISH ENTERTAINMENT—REMARKS ON THE PRLODUC-
TIONS OF THE SEASON IN TURKEY, ON-THE DISEASES OF THI COUNTRY,
AND THE STATE OF MEDICAL SCIENCE THERE—PROCESSION AND FESTI-
VAL OF THE DERVISES—REMARKS ON THE CLIMATE AND WEATHER—
VILLAGE AND AQVEDUCTS OF BELGRADE—CHANACTER OF THE TURKISH
VILLAGES—VISIT TO THE ASIATIC SHORE~—ORDER FOR REMOVAL OF
THE TROOYS—FINE NEAR CONSTANTINOTLE—DESCRIPTION DI SANTA
SOPHTA—GREEK MAIRIAGE—REMARKS ON THE TURKISI FORTRESSES—
EMBARKATION OF THE TROOPDS.

N compliance with the intimation we had received, we breakfafted

at half paft three in the morning, and proceeded without delay

to Levant Chiflick, where we joined our detachment. About cight

o'clock we arrived at Kaithanah, and the Grand Seignor, his principal
officers and fuite, made their appearance Thortly after.

During the artillery practice, the experiments with red-hot thot,
&c. the Grand Seignor was feated in the beautiful kiofque, or plea-
fure-houfe, which [ have already noticed, He paid a particular at-
tention to every thing which pafled ; and when the whole was con-

cluded, made each of us a trifling prefent. Thefe prefents were de-
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livered to us by one of his fuite, who tendered them to us refpeclively
as we pafled, one by one, according to our rank, in front of the Grand
Seignor. Each of us having received the prefent deflined for him,
bowed, and was defired to retirc. This ceremony having been con-
cluded, the non-commiffioned officers were brought up to receive
prefents for themfelves and the privates,

On the 3111, on my arrival at Chiflick, carly in the morning, [ met
the Grand Scignor’s furgeon, with whom I vifited the wounded
Turks. Several of them were already in a fate of recovery. In our
own infirmary I found four cafes of intermittent fover. The men
who laboured under thie complaint, had been fent to Kaithanah fome
weeks before to affift in the erefion of the furnace for the heating of
thot ; and having been detained there for feveral days, were expofed
to mar{lh miafma, which is well known to be a moft powerlul agent
in the produdtion: of intermittents.

On the 11t of Auguft, General Kochler, Licutenant-colonel Hollo-
way, and Major Hope, returned to Buyukdere from the Dardanclies.

On my reaching Chiflick to vifit the fick and wounded, I received
a mcflage requefting me to wait, as the Grand Seignor was on his
way thither, and might wifh to make fome enquirics of me relative
to the flate of the wounded Turks, and the arrangements made for
them. He arrived about noon; attended by his principal minifters,
his officers of ftate, and a very numerous retinue, all richly drefled,
and fuperbly mounted. His arrival was announced by difcharges of
artillery, and other public demonftrations of joy. It being a grand
field day, the Turkifh foldiers went through their manceuvres and ex-
ercifes, after which each of them was marched to the front of the

G
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Aga's houfe, where the Grand Seignor was feated, and received a pre-
{fent of five plaftres. I was now pointed out to the Sultan, and hav-
ing paid my refpefs to him, received from him a trifling prefent, ac-
companied by a mueflage to requeft of me to have the goodnels to take
all poflible care of the wounded, for which fervice I fhould not fail to
be properly remunerated, The Aga being indifpofed, confulted me
as to the nature of his ailments. I found him feverifh, preferibed for
him, and promifed o fee him, provided it fhould be neceflary, at his
refidence at Bifhiafh, on the bank of the Bofphorus, near Pera.

‘On the 2d, T went to Chiflick, where I vifited the fick and wounded
Turks, and afterwards rode to Bithi@afh to {ee the Aga, who was {til}
mdifpofed.

On the 3d and 4th, I repeated my vifits to the above places, and
found the Aga, as well as the greater part of the wounded Turks, in a
fair way of recovery.

On the 5th, on my arrival at Chiflick, 1 faw his excellency, with
whom I had a converfation relative to the wounded Turks. They
were all of them doing very well, and in particular two, {rom the
thigh of one of whom I had a few days before extradted a ball, and
from the hip of the other a fplinter of gun metal. It may ftrike my
readers with furprife that the wounded men having been brought
from {o confiderable a diftance as Acre, thefe operations fhould ftill
have been left to be performed.

On the 13th, on my reaching Chiflick, I found there the furgeon
to the Grand Seignor, by whom I was informed, that early in the
morning of the following day the Grand Seignor would go in procef-

fion from the Seraglio to the mofque of Sultan Achmet, to celebrate
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the opening of the Beyram Courbam, or month of facrifice, the fe-
cond pafchal feaft, He invited me to Conftantinople to be prefent at
this ceremony.

The feftival of the Beyram, which fucceeds the Turkifh ramaza.n,
or lent, i5 the feafon of pleafures and feftivities of every defcription.
He mutt be poor indeed, who has not new clothes provided for the
occafion ; and among the better fort of people rich drefles arc given
and received as prefents. The ftreets and public places are filled with
groups, whofe amufements and paftimes are varied accqrding to the
nation to which they belong. It may ftri@ly be denominated a pai-
chal feaft, fince, at its opening, theep are facrificed by the Grand
Seignor, and by all the diftinguithed and opulent Turks. The animals
thus immolated, have their horns gilt, and their wool nicely combed.
It is {o contrived as that thefe offerings fhould be made at the pre-
" cife hour when fimilar facrifices take place at Mecca.

At three o'clock in the morning of the 14th, I fet out from Chif-
lick, where T had {pent the preceding night, and was, on my arrival
at Pera, joined by Captains Lacy and Leake. 'We reached Conftan-
tinople at five o'clock, and proceeded to the houfe of a furgeon,
from whofe thop we were to be gratified by a fight of the procefiion,
as it pafled. 1In this houfe we breakfafted, and were entertained in
the following manner. Pipes and coffee were firft ferved, and were
followed by a very agrecable and palatable preparation of milk, called
caimac, which was accompanied by hot fug.arc:d cakes, and melons,
Our repaft was concluded by a fecond fervice of coffee ; and during
our {tay, therbet and pipes were brought to us at intervals,

About eight o'clock the proceflion commenced; but the Grand

G 2
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Seignor did not rmake his appearance until half-paft nine, The drefles
of all thofe who compofed the proceflion were fplendid and coftly.
The fine horfes on which they were mounted, and more efpecially
thofe of the ennuchs and principal officers of ftate, were moft gor-
geoully caparifoned, the houfings of many of them being of gold
embroidery, ftudded with precious ftones, by which a very brilliant
effed was produced. In the turban of the Grand Seignor was a
beautiful aigrette of very great value, the diamonds of which 1t was
compoled being of uncommon magnitude.  Several of his horfes, on
which his fhield and various trophies were carried, were led in the
proceflion; and being very richly caparifoned, and ornamented with
a profufion of diamonds, rubies, and other precious {tones, gave a
brilliancy and magnificence to the fcene, which far exceeded any 1dea
I could previoudly have formed of it,

During the proceflion, a Turkith officer was conftantly employed
in throwing on the heads of the populace handfuls of new paras. The
conteft which enfued, to pick them up, afforded to the Turkifh pec-
tators no httle amufement.

The Grand Seignor, who was very {fuperbly mounted, was followed
by his fword-bearer, carrying his fabre, the hilt of which was profufely
ftudded with diamonds. Next came feveral officers of his feraglio
richly drefled, bearing on cufhions his turbans, ornamented with dia-
monds and other gems. The ftreets were lined on cach fide with ja-
niffaries, whofe drefs-caps appeared to me both ridiculous and unbe-
coming, As the Sultan paffed along, he from time to time bowed

with great affability to the people, all of whom proftrated themfclves

on Lis approach,
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‘The kiflah aga, or chief of the eunuchs, officiated at the mofque,
and wore on his return a valuable pelice and a rich caftan, with which
the Grand Seignor had prefented him. Several other caftans, of
qualities fuited to the rank of thofe for whom they were deftined,
were diftributed by the Sultan on this occafion.

The proceflion was conduéed with great decorum, and throughout
the whole of it the beft order obferved. It would be impofiible for
me to attempt to defcribe all the firiking appearances. it exhibited,
or to enter into a detail of the great variety and extreme fingularity
of the magnificent coftumes which were difplayed. To be brief—it
afforded to us ftrangers a fpeftacle truly novel and interefting, and
fully repaid us for the trouble we had taken to be comprehended
among the number of the fpeQators. By eleven o'clock the ftreets.
were cleared.

Selim IIL. the prefent Sultan, is cxtremely popular with his fub-
jects, and by no means deflitute of the talents and abilities which a.
fovercign ought to poflefs. Fle is defcended from the houfe of Ofman,,.
by whom the fifth dynafty of the caliphs was eftablifhed in the thir-
teenth century. Having received a more liberal education than has
ufually been beftcwed in ‘Turkey on thofe to whofz lot the fucceffion
has fallen, Sultan Selim poflefles a well cultivated mind, and has
made himfelf acquainted with the policy of the more refined {tates
of Iurope. It is, therefore, not furprifing, that he has introduced fo
many falutary innovations into his empire 3 and, from a convidion
of their manifeft fuperiority, has become fo {trenuous a partizan of
the tactics and military difcipline of England and France. In my

fubfequent details relative to the Grand Vifier and the Capitan Pacha,
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I fhall have occafion to notice, in a particular manner, the improve-
ments he has introduced in his army and marine. He is of a courte-
ous and affable character; and his phyfiognomy is fine and full of
expreflion. His figure is well proportioned, and his afpeét command-
ing. His portrait is faithfully given in Plate II.

My companions and myfelf were invited, after the proceflion, to
dine with the Grand Seignor’s furgeon, at whofe houfe we were very
well entertained in the Turkith ftile; and notwithftanding we were,
in eating, compelled to adopt the mode praQifed by the Turks, that
15, that we were unprovided with cither knife, fork, or plate, we con-
trived to make a good dinner. The following is a concife defcription
of thefe repafts. A cloth having been laid on the floor, a fmall table
with the legs turned uppermoft is placed on it, and on this again is
laid a large circular waiter of tinned copper, round which the com-
pany feat themfelves. Before cach of the guefts, bread in the form
of a flat pancake, and two fpoons are placed. The difhes are ferved
up fingly, one after the other; and if filled with foup or liquid food,
the fpoons are reforted to. If; on the other hand, they contain folids,
the gueils help themielves with the thumb and finger. However re-
pugnant this cuftom muft have been to thc feelings and ideas of
Englithmen, a keen appetite, and the favourinefs of the difhes, in
fome meafure reconciled us to it; and cuftom, which {fways us fo
powerfully, enabled us, in the fequel, entirely to get the better of our
fquearnifhnefs. The meats are in general cut {fmall for the conve-
nience of thofe who are to partake of them ; but on the prefent oc-
cafion whole ducks were ferved.  Thefe the donor of the feaft pulled
in pleces with his fingers, and diftributed the portions to his guefts.
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Pipes and coffec were brought in after dinner, and we at length took
our leave,

On the 15th, in the morning, I accompanied General Koehler to.
Pera, and from thence to Coenftantinople, where we had an interview
of nearly two hours with his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim Effendi, with
whom the general had fome particular bufinefs to tranfact. In the
courfe of this vifit, a filver falver, containing conferve of rofes, and
other fweetmeats, was handed round, in addition to the ufual refrefh-
ments of pipes and coffce.  'When we were about to take leave, cach
of us was prefented with two finely wrought muflin handkerchiefs.
I ought not to omit here the concluding purt of the ceremony,  After
we had taken a draught of fherbet, which was prefented to us, our
hands were fprinkled with rofe water, and a filver veflel brought in,
containing odoriferous gums in an inflamed {tate. The afcending
vapours of thefe gums are by the Turks received on their beards; but
as we were deftitute of that ornament, we contented ourfelves with
{melling to them, and reeeiving them in our hands, which we rubbed
topether to retain the odour. We then bowed and retired.

Much rain fell this day, accompanied with loud claps of thunder,
and very vivid flafhes of lightning. The ftorm continued throughout
the evening.

On my arrival at Chiflick, on the mornmg of the 16th, I found
that feveral of the wounded Turks who had been under my care,
being now perfe@ly cured, were to fet off the next morning for Alex-
andria, with a detachment of two hundred and fifty Turkifh foldiers.

On the 17th, the Turkifh 1 urgeons who had lent me their afiftance

there, having embarked the preceding evening with the detachment,
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I had no other than my own exertions to depend upon. In returning
to Buyukdcre, I obferved that the country exhibited a ncﬂv and very
pleafing afpe@ fince the fall of the late heavy thowers, which had
come very feafonably to enable the country people to plough and the
till their lands.  Grapes were now in feafon, as were alfo melons :
latter were of two kinds, the mufk melon, and the water melon, and
were both cheap and in plenty.

The grapes, which were extremely large, and fine, were fold at
three and four pazas the oke.

Among the prevailing difeafes in Turkey, the rickets are very
common in-children, and blindnefs in adults, ,

The lame and deformed objeds who conftantly obtrude themfclves
on the view, are 1n fuch numbers as to excite aftonifliment.

Pulmonary cornplaints, as far as | had occafion to obferve, are by
no means prevalent in this country ; the catarrhal and afthmatic
affections prevail moft among clderly people.

The Turks are certainly not fubjeét to the multitude of difeafes
which infeft fome other nations. Sores and wounds are managed
and healed with more facility ; much may be aferibed to their tem-
perance. Fontanelles, or iflues, are in common ufe ; and fomewhat
leflen the cvils refulting from the indolent, and ina&ive life which
the Turks in general lead.  Cutaneous affeCions, herpetic and tettery
cruptions arc common, particularly upon the head: dy{'pcpﬁa, and
other ftomach complaints, prevail very generally, Their greafy food,
inactive life, their excefles in the ufe of Tmoking tobacco, and opium,
may give rife to thefe diforders.  Hernias are common, Befides
plague, they are occafionally fubject to malignant and bilious remit-

tent and intermittent fevers in autumn,
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In Conftantinople, Pera, and the fuburbs, there are, it is faid,
nearly five thoufand persons who profefs the different branches of
the medical art. They are natives of almoft every nation, but confift
more particular]y of Turks, Greeks, Armenians, and Italians, and are
for the greater part utterly ignorant of the principles cither of medi-
cine or of furgery. There are, however, fome exceptions to this
obfervation, and among them a Mr. Ruing, an Italian, whom I ac-
cidentally met with a few days before the period of which [ am now
treating. He occafionally attends the Grand Seignor, when indif-
pofed, as well as the Harem, and many of the principal officers of {tate.
For thefe fervices he has no falary, but is paid for his vifits. His
praclice is extremely lucrative. The perfon who at prefent holds
the appointment of phyfician to the Sultan, isa Turl.c, who, not-
withftanding he is entirely unacquainted with medicine, receives an
annual ftipend of nearly five thoufand pounds fterling. Almoft every
mdividual 1n Turkey has a noftrum for fome difeafe or other.

On the 18th, in the afternoon, in company with fome of our of-
ficers, we crofled over to the Afatic fide of the river to fee the pro-
ceflion of the dervifes, it being the birth-day of the founder of that
fe&. We were unfortunately too late to be prefent at this cere-
mony, which, as we afterwards heard, was very numeroully attended.
We had, however, a very agreeable walk in the delightful valley in
which the affembly was held. The Janiffary by whom we were
accompanied for our prote@ion, in his eagernefs to get our boat
ready, was pufhed into the water, and otherwife maltreated, by a
boatman belonging to the Sultana Valida, or Qucen Mother, who
had come privately to witnefs the above cercmony. This infult

it}
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being in a manner confidered as offered to ourfelves, a reprefentation
of the particulars of the affray was made by General Koehler, to
whom an apology was afterwards fent.

On the 214, the heat of the weather was very oppreflive, the
thermometer being, at cight o'clock in the morning, at 115 in the
fun.

On my urrival at Chiflick on the 22d, T found onc of the men
belonging to the Britifh miffion dangeroufly ill with a fever,

On the 26th, it being the féte of the affumption of the blefled
Virgin, which the Greeks celebrate with much pomp, in the evening
great numbers of them werc aflembled in the mieadow, and in their
holiday dreffes,

On the 27th, another of our men was {eized dangeroufly 11l with
a fever.

The reader will perhaps find the frequent mention of the changes
of the weather fomewhat tedious, but nothing ferves fo well to give
an idea of the climate and fituation. In the courfe of this afternoon
there was much thunder and lightning, and throunghout the whole
of the day very heavy and fudden fhowers of rain fell,

On the 28th much rain had fallen during the night; and on the
20th the rains continued to fall with unabated violence.

I dined at Buyulkdere, in company with all the officers belonging
to the miffion, and with Count Ludolf, the Neapolitan cnvoy, who
gave us a very polite reception, and entertained us with great hofpi-
tality. The evening was very cool and pleafant, and it was to be
prefumed that as the rains had now fallen in great abundance, they

would be fuccceded by fine weather, During the months of Sep-
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tember and Oc&ober the weather 15 in general very pleafant and
agrceable in Turkey; and this feafon the natives call the little or
fecond fummer.

On my arrival at Chiflick, on the morning of the 3oth, I found
that a military artificer, Greenhalch, had expired in the courfc of
the preceding afternoon.

On the 1t of September the officers of the miffion dined with
General Kochler, and met there Count Ludolf, the Neapolitan en-
voy; and in the evening went to the palace of the Ruffian minifter,
Monfieur Tomara, where there was a ball. It being Sunday, fome
repugnance was felt at being prefent at thefe entertainments : it was,
however, prudent to conform to the eftablifhed ufages.

On the 4th I vifited Chiflick, and found that Kannaird, a mili-
tary artificer, had departed this life in the courfe of the preceding
afternoon.

On my reaching Chiflick on the &th, T was called to the child
of a private belonging to the royal artillery, whofe {kull had been
fraCtured by a fall from a window. It furvived this accident a few
hours only.

A party having been formed on the 7th, we made an excurfion to
the village of Belgrade, diftant from Conftantinople twelve or four-
teen miles, and to the aquedudis in its vicinity. Among thefe we
{aw that which was erefted 1n the reign of Juftinian, and under his
immediate direftion.  'We vifited the interior of this aquedud, a
large magnificent ftru@ure, in a very fine ftyle of architecture, and
pafled through the different galleries or paflages.  Our promenade
ended there; and we returned to the woods near the village of Bel-

2
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grade, where, our provifions having been Tpread on the green fod,
which ferved us for a table, we dined beneath the cool and refrefh-
ing fhade of a clufter of lofty trees.

The country in the vicinity of Belgrade abounds in groves and
fine woodland fcenery. To us, who had remained {o long in the
environs of Con{tantinople, it prefented a fcene of equal novelty and
intereft. It was our firft vifit to this enchanting fpot; and brought
to our recolle@ion all the encomiums whicl Lady Mary Wortley
Montague has beftowed on it in her Letters. I it is not precifely
the paradife the has defcribed, it is unqueftionably one of the moft
beautiful fpots in that part of the world. We pafied through two
fmall villages, which were of the fame defcription with thofe I
had hitherto feen in Turkey ; that is, the houfes and the inhabitants
were alike i a wretched flate. To render the face of the country
more agreeable and pi&ureﬁ]uc, a few fcattered hamlets were want-
ing: the aqueduds, however, by interfecting the villages, gave to
the fcenery a confiderable degree of intercit.

On the 8th, the officers of the miffion dined with the Ruffian
ambaflador, where we were as ufual fumptuoufly entertained.

On the 12th I made an engagement with the officers belonging
to a Ruflian man of war lying in the harbour, to accompany them
to the Afiatic fhore on the following morning.

On the 13th, at ten in the morning, we crofled over to Afia, The
day was delighttul ; and we made a very agreeable excurfion into
the country. On our return, carpets were fpread in the {hade, and
a cold collation ferved. The Ruffian failors entertained us with fe-

veral fongs, which the furgeon accompanicd on a kind of harp.
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Nothing deferving of notice occurred until the 20th, when the
Magnet, an Englifh merchantman, which had been long expeéted

anchored off the Seraglio Point. This day General Kochler fhifted

his refidence from Buyukdere to Galata, On my reaching Chiflick,

on the 22d, I found Smith, an artificer, labouring under an attack
of malignant fever,

The fucceeding days were marked by no particular occurrence
until the 28th, when, on my vifit to Chiflick barracks, I found that
Smith, the artificer, the fymptoms of whofe fever had daily affumed
a ftronger degree of malignity, had died in the courfe of the pre-
ceding evening. His body was already in a high {tate of putrefac-
tion; and the fame fever having broken out among the inhabitants

of Chiflick, I wrote to General Kochler, to advife that our people

thould be im'mcdiately temoved. From the general 1 learned in

return, that the detachment was to be embarked on board the tranf-
port then lying off Tophana, and to proceed in her to the Darda-

nelles, as foon as the fieps preparatory to the expedition fhould have
been taken.

On my return from Chiflick, on the 29th, I rode towards an an-
cient tower, which Europeans have denominated the tower of Ovid,
and which is conjectured to have been originally a fignal tower, {from
which the inhabitants were warned of the approach of the veffels of
the Coffacks, whofe piracizs on the coafts of the Euxine Sea, mear
which this tower ftands, were formerly fo much dreaded,

On the 11t of O&ober, in the evening, a large fire broke out in a

village near Conftantinople, fituated above the arfemal. It was a
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truly grand and awful fpe@acle; but the whole of the damage was
confined to the deftru@ion of fome houfes.

In the morning after this eveat, I went to Conﬁantinoplc, where
I vifited the molque of Santa Sophia, and the mad-houtfg, {ituated
at the extremity of the Hippodrome, or Atmeydan.

Santa Sophia, as has been already mentioned, was formerly a chrif-
tian church, and built by the Emperor Juftin, It was converted
by the Turks into a mofquc, ftill however retaining its original name.
This building, which always attra@s the attention of travellers, 1s a
hundred and fourteen paces in length, and cighty in breadth : the
dome, which covers the centre of the building, is in the form of a
half globe, rather deprefled, and is altogether fingular in its ftyle of
architecture.

Within fide the mofque there is a porch that ranges round its
fides, which fupports another gallery thirty paces broad, both vaulted
over, and fupported by a great number of beautiful pillars, many of
which are of verd antique. Thefe columns uphold the building.
You arrive at the upper gallery by means of an eafly winding, but
paved afcent (or flair cafe), up which horfes can cafily aftend. At
one end of this gallery there is an enclofed place, with a gilt grating
or lattice work, for the Sultan’s ufe, when he vifits this mofque.

On the outfide there are four tall minarets, or ficeples, and foun-
tains where the Turks perform their ablutions always previous to
prayer.  Many {mall lamps, oftrich eggs, &c. are fufpended as orna-
ments in the centre of the mofque, the part which the pious prin-

cipally occupy when at prayer.  The floor is covered with mats, To
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enter this, as well as all other mofques, it is neceflary to be provided
with clean flippers to pull on over the boots or fhoes of Chriftians,
as the Turks will not allow them to enter without obferving this
ceremony.

To procure admittance, however, within the mofques, a Frank
muft be furnithed with a firman, or written authority from the
Turkith government; but the Muflulman after all makes him pay
handfomely for the gratification of his curiofity.

After having amufed myfelf by walking through the different
bazars, I returned to Buyukdere 1n the evening,.

On the 3d, in the morning, I called on Mr. Spencer Smith, the
Britilh minifter, who had juft received the melancholy tidings of the
death of Major Fead, of the royal artillery. On the 13th of the laft
month, being on board Le Tigre, commanded by Sir Sydney Smith,
he fell a viétim to an attack of malignant fever, in the prime of life.
He was an altive and zcalous officer.

On the 4th, in taking my cuftomary ride to Chiflick, I obferved
that the vintage was begun. The inhabitants were all bafied in
their vineyards, in gathering the grapes, which, having been picked
from the ftalks, were thrown into barrels, and thefe laid acrofs the
backs of horfes to be conveyed home.

Our final orders having been received on the 5th, to proceed to
Galata on the following Monday, the gth, we werc bufily employed
during the whole of the day in the neceflary preparations for our
removal.

On the Gth, in the evening, I was prefent at another feftivity,

that of the marriage of the daughter of

Ir, Hidey, a Greek mer-

SE/SWNN
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chant. The young girls of that nation, who were affembled to ce-
lebrate the nuptials, were decked in their gaudieft apparel, and the
cvening was {pentin dancing and other amufements,

On the morning of the 7th, the officers bclonging to the Britith
miffion left Buyukdere.

On the 8th, n the morning, I proceeded up the Bofphorus in a
boat as far as its junétion with the Fuxine Sea, and landed at the
moft diftant village on the European fide, where the inhabitants
were bufily engaged in falting a kind of mackerel of a very large fize,
Near to this village, upon the fhore, there is a very capacious lant-
horn erected, by the light of which by night veflels are direGed
into the Bofphorus from the Black Sea; fo named, [ imagine, from
the black clonds and ftormy weather which frequently come over
this fea. There isa rock ftanding in the water, and contiguous to
this village, upon which formerly (it is faid) a pillar of marble ftood,
vulgarly called the pillar of Pompey.

For fome time paft the weather had been cold and rainy, the
thermometer having been fo low as 55.

On the 10th, a model of the upper cafile at Sultania, or Chenne-
cally, on the Afiatic fide of the Dardanelles, made under the direc-
tion of Lieutenant-colonel Holloway, with the Improvements fug-
gefted by him, was prefented to his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim Ef-
fendi, fecretary at war, for the Grand Seignor. 1 fhould have ob-
ferved, that thofe Mahometans who perform the pilgrimage  to
Mecca, are ever after called hadgi’s, or pilgrims, and much refpedt
is paid them by the Turks.

It may not be improper in this place to fay a few words relative
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to the Turkifh fortifications in general, For the greater part, they
confift of old turreted caftles, fituated on emincences, and furrounded
by high walls. Little or no attention is paid to the kecping of them
in repair; and, asit is very much to be doubted whether they would
be of any efficacy in cafe of a forcign attack and invafion, they
ought, rigoroufly fpeaking, to be confidered mercly as fo many cita-
dels, to awe the inhabitants, and to ferve, in cafes of inteftine com-
motion, as a Thelter for the weaker party.

The pachas of the different provinces, at whofe charge thefe works
ought to be fupported and kept in repair, being quite uncertain how
long they may be maintained in the cnjoyment of their refpedtive
governments, make it their fole ftudy to enrich themfelves as
promptly as they can. Indeed, the avarice and indolence by which
the Turks in general arc {o ftrongly characterized, and which effec-
tually exclude all improvement, prevent them from beftowing cither
pains or expenfe on their fortifications. To thefe confiderations
may be added the fatalifm they profefs.  They declare themfelves
{fenfible of the approaching decay of their empire; but have at the
fame time received an aflurance from the koran, that it is to rife
again in greater {plendor than ever. The {upine and torpid ftate in
which they are thus immerfed, can only be equalled by the patience
and refignation which, under all misfortunes, they derive from the
fame fource. In each adverfe trial they cxprefs themfelves by faying
—* 1t is the will of Heaven.” _

On the fubje& of fortifications, they have an ancient proverb
which fays, that ** it belongs to infidels to build, and to muflulmen

1
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“ to take them.”' This, like all other proverbial fayings, had once
a ground for its {fupport, but by no means applies to the prefent con-
dition of the Turkifl empire, and to its relative fituation with the
neighbouring chriftian powers.

On the 12th, in the morning, our artificers embarked on board
the tranfport; and on that day a Ruffian fleet bound to Naples, with
troops on board, deflined to form the body guard of his Neapolitan
majefty, anchored in the harbour. Og board this flcet were two.
Englifhmen, one a furgeon, the other a lieutenant, who had been
fome years in the fervice of Ruflia.

On the 13th, on my return from Chiflick and Galata, and after
having paid a vifit to the imperial palace, T went on board the tranf-
port to fce the convalefcents.  Orders were given for the detachment
of artillery to quit Chiflick on the following day, and to march to
Buyukdere. In the evening the officers of the miflion were prefent
at a ball and fupper given at the Ruffian palace, in compliment to
the general of that nation, who commanded the troops deftined for
Naples.

On the 15th the detachment arrived at Buyukdere from Chiflick :
and on the 16th I rode to Belgradc, and returned to Buyukdere :
for feveral days paft much rain had fallen. [ brought home with
me fome of the air of Belgrade to examine. The fituation of that
place is delightfuliy rural, but fubjedt to intermittent complaints,
occafioned by the marfh miafma, exhaled from a valley in its vici-
nity. The houfe of the Britifh minifter ftands on a higher ground
than the other buildings, and is confequently the moft agrecable, as

well as the moft falubrious refidence in the village,
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On the 17th, orders were received at Buyukdere to embark the
whole of the detachment on the following Sunday for the Dardanelles.

On the 19th, in the evening, we had a ftorm of thunder and
lightning, attended by occafional thowers.

On the 21{t, in the morming, I left Buyukdere with the detach-
ment, which was, without lofs of time, embarked on board the
traniport.

The wind being foul, fo as to detain the tranfport in the harbour,
I had fufficient lcifure, during the two fucceeding days, to vifit all

my friends and conne@ions, and to take leave.
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CHAPTER V.

DEPARTURE FROM CONSTANTINOPLE——VOYAGE TO CHENNECALLY—SES-
TOS AND ABYDOS-—TOWER OF LEANDER——ARRIVAL AT CHENNECALLY
JOIN THE CAPITAN PACHA'S FLEET—VISIT OF THE OFFICERS ON BOARD
THE SULTAN SELIM-—CHARACTER OF THE CAPITAN PACHA—PRESENT
STATE OF THE TURKISH MARINE—DISHONESTY OF A TURKISH MATRINE
—-VISIT TO FTHE ANCIENT SIGEAN—RECOVERY OF SOME CURIOUS RE=-
MAINS OF ANTIQUITY——DESCRIPTION OF THE TLAIN OF TROY, AND
THE TOMS5 OF ACHILLES, PATROCLUS, AND AJAX—MOUNT IDA——D E-
SCRIPTION OF CHENNECALLY—CASTLES OF THE DARDANELLES-—ATY-
DOS—DECAPITATION OF A TURKISH ADMIRAL—DARDANIA—ORDERS
RECEIVED TO RETURN TO CONSTANTINOPLE—ARRIVAL THERE.

N the 23d, the wind having become fair, we failed from the
harbour of Conftantinople. In paffing the Seraglio- point, we

fired a royal falute, and came to anchor in the evening off Selyvrie,
a little beyond Buyukcheckmegi, the pilot being apprehenfive that
we thould otherwife reach the narrows before day-light, and that
the fafety of the veflel would thus be endangered.  Early the
next morning we weighed anchor, and fteered towards our deftina-
tion. During the three following days we were becalmed between
the iflands of Marmora and Gallipoli. In this interval a gunner
belonging to the detachment fell a victim to a dyfenteric complaint.
On the 28th we anchored in the Dardanelles, oppofite Mito, in
the bay of Nagara. 'We were clofe in with the Afiatic fhore, within

half'a milc of the ancient city of Abydos, and about two miles dif-
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tant from the caftles of Chennecally, to which we were bound. The
ftation we had taken up was truly claffical, being very near the {pot
where Leander, if the pocets may be credited, fwam acrofs the Hel-
lefpont to Seftos, to procure an interview with his beloved Hero.
Ou the ancient medals of his native city Abydos, he is feen in the
act of fwimming, and cndeavouring to reach the tower, on which,
I commemoration of this. event, Hero afterwards placed a torch.
The veftiges of what is faid to have been the tower, which in later
times was employed as a light-houfe, are to be feen. ftanding on a
rock at the fea fide.

About two hours after we had dropped our anchor, the fhip drove,.
and we were in danger of being carried over to the oppolite Thore..
To prevent this we were under the neceflity of cutting our. cable,.
and of making fail. We anchored foon after withinfide the Capitan
Pacha's fleet, and about two miles below the town. of Chennecally..

On our coming to anchor, we faluted the Capitan Pacha with
{eventcen guns. Qur falute hav.ing been returned, he came along-
fide the tranfport. in a very beautifu] barge, manned by a confider-
able number of rowers, and invited General Kochler on board his.
Thip. The invitation was. accepted ; and in the interview which
took place it was fettled that on the followiug_ day all the officers
belonging to the miffion fhould be prefented to the Capitan Pacha..

In the merning of the 20th, the general and officers went on
board the flag-thip, the Sultan Selim, of onc hundred and thirty
guns. They were there prefented to the Capitan Pacha, by whom
they were received with the utmoft attention and politenefs; they

were then entertained with pipes, coffec, and a vaniety of refrefh-
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ments, and were treated, in addition to the wiual ceremony, with
tea a I' Anglaifz, out of an clegant and fuperb tea cquipage.  The
Capitan Pacha did them the honour to accompany them to every
part of his fhip, which they infpected minutely, and ordered his
crew to go through the exercife of the middle deck guns. This was
done by the word of command, and the manceuvres exccuted with
the greateft precifion and regularity,  On his being complimented
on the excellent order and good difcipline obferved on board his Thip,
he handfomely declared, that all the merit was due to Captain
Samuel Hood, of the Saturn, who commanded the ftation off Alex-
andria, previoudly to the arrival of Sir Sydney Smith. On many
fubfequent occaflons he has cxprefled his obligations to that very
meritorious and intelligent officer, for the eflential Improvements
which, through him, he has been enabled to introduce into his fleet.

Kuchuk Huffein, the prefent Capitan Pacha, or High Admiral,
was originally a Georglan {lave, and being a great favourite of the
Sultan, with whom he fpent his childifh years, was clevated to his
prefent office and dignity without having ferved in any fubordinate
ftation in the Turlufh marine, in the amelioration of which, how-
ever, he has difplayed great zeal and ability.

It may be recollected, that at the end of the conteft between the
Ruffians and Turks, the marine of the latter was in a very wretched
condition. Kuchuk Huffein has fince exerted himfelf, and not
wholly without effedt, to place it on a more refpedable footing.
Being divefted of the prejudices by which the Turks in general are
fo powerfully actuated, he has, in concert with the Grand Seignor,

introduced every innovation which could lead to improvement, and
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profited by every information he could colle& relative to the more
advanced ftate of naval fcience in the great maritime ftates of
Europe.

In Plate II1. is to be feen a portrait of a Capitan Pacha, one of
his predeceflors, habited in the robes of cercmony in which he ap-
pears on all public occafions.

It 15 fomewhat fingular that, notwithﬁanding the Grand Seignor
poflefles more ports and havens than any other European power, and
1s mafter of the Black Sea, the coafts of which fupply him with
materials for the conftru@ion of his thips of war, and although his
capital is eftablifhed on one of the fineft harbours in the univerfe,
1l his navy has for a feries of years made but a very infignificant
figure in the hiftory of maritime nations. There was a time, in-
deed, when it vied with the navies of Spain, of Venice, and of fe-
veral other powers, then deemed of confiderable importance by fea;
but it has not kept pace with the progreflive improvements other
countries have made. Under the prefent Capitan Pacha it is now
affluming a much more promifing afpe@. In addition to the more
advantageous fyftem of naval ta@®ics he is gradually introducing,
feveral experienced thip-builders from England, France, and Sweden,
have been invited to the Turkifh dock-yards, where they have re-
cently built feveral fine thips of the line, together with frigates and
fmaller veflels. Thus, was there not a probability that other canfes
may operate to the decline of the empire, there would be a profpeét
that the Ottoman navy might be raifed to that refpedtability to
which 1t feems naturally entitled ; for it fhould be recollected that the

Grand Scignor is the Iovereign of thofe nations, by whom the fisfk
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rudiments of muaritime knowledge were taught, namely, the Pheni-
cians, the Rhodians, the Greeks inhabiting the coafts of the Archi-
pelago, the Cretans, &c. nations from their local fituation deftined,
it thould feem, to the fcience and pradtice of navigation.

Levanti 1s the term which the Turks apply to the feamen of their
own nation, as well as to all the foreigners employed in their marine.
It would appear that it is a corruption of the Italian language, being
applied by the Italians themfelves to the inhabitants of the coafls of
Greece, and of the Archipelago, whence the greater part of thefe
feamen are procured. They are in general a very unprincipled and
turbulent fet of men, as was more particularly manifefted in Con-
ftantinople, and in the fuburbs of Pera and Galata, a fow days before
the failing of the Capitan Pacha's fleet.

‘To return to my narrative.  On the 311t the officers and detach-
ments landed for the purpofe of putting into exccution the different
plans which had been laid before the Grand Seignor, and approved
by him; and he bhad given the neceflary authority to have them
carried 1nto the fulleft effect.

On the 2d of November, the Phacton frigate, Captain Morris,
arrived in the Dardanelles, having on board his Excellency the Earl
of Elgin, his Britannic Majefty's ambaflador to the Sublime Porte,
with his lady and fuite. The general and all the officers of the
miffion immediately went on board to pay their refpe@s to his
Lordfhip, and compliment him on his arrival. The Phaeton faluted
the Capitan Pacha with nincteen guns, which were returned by an
equal number. His Excellency, together with Lady Elgin, Captain
Morns, and the principal perfons of the fuite, paid a vifit to the
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Capitan Pacha on board the Sultan Selim. They were faluted on
their way by both the fhips; and accepted of the Capitan Pacha's
invitation to partake of a Turkifh fupper.

On the morning of the 8d, the Phacton frigate, with the above-
mentioned perfons on board, failed for Conftantinople.

On the 5th, a ferjeant belonging to the military artificers, in pre-
paring money for the payment of the detachment, in the prefence of
a well drefled galangis, or Turkifhh marine, quitted the roem for a
moment, and left the money lying on the table. On his return, the
galangis had difappearcd with an hundred and twenty piaftres.# This
circum{tance having been made known, and the perfon of the delin-
quent deferibed to the Capitan Pacha, the galangis, from a convi&ion
that the inquiry which the Pacha had inftituted would inevitably lead
to his difcovery, came on the fecond evening after to the general's
houfe, and confefled the robbery. The general, with great humanity,
yielded to his folicitation, to endeavour, by a timely interference, to.
fave his life, and applied to the Pacha in his favour. Several days
clapfed before this affair was brought to the conclufion which the
general wifhed. During that interval, from his anxicty to prevent
the unfortunate culprit {rom being firangled, he had exprefled fome
doubts relative to the identity of his perfon. In reply to this, the
Pacha very handfomely, and without hefitation, declared his full con-
viftion that the galangis in queftion had taken the money, as he was
certain that an Englifhman would not tell an untruth.

On the 7th, at eight in the morning, I accompanied the general
and officers to Koum Kali, which we reached between ten and cleven

* A piaftre is equal to about one thilling and fixpence Englifh,

i
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oclock. We there paid our refpedls to the Bey, Adam Oglu, gover-
nar of the four fortrefles, and of the diftri& of the Dardanelles, He
gave us a very civil reception, and fupplied us with horfes to proceed
to the village of Giawr-keuy, or Janizari Cape, built on the fite of
the ancient Sigeeum, and ftanding on an eminence which commands
the plain of Troy. The purport of our Journey thither was to pro-
cure a very curiows bas-relief, and the celebrated Sigzan infcription,
for Lord Elgin, who had feen them, and was defirous to tran{mit
them to England. To accomplifh this, a firman was procured from
the Capitan Pacha, who alfo furnifhed a chaous to be the bearer of it.
We were not long in coming at thefe valuable antiquities, which we
found at the entrance of a {mall Greek chapel. The Greeks, by whom
the village was exclufively inhabited, were extremely averfe to their
being taken away. Their reluance, we were told, arofe from a fu-
perftitious opinion they entertained, that by touching thefe {tones
agues were cured. We were, however, more fortunate on this occa-
fion than the Count de Choifeul Gouffier was fome years before, in his
atternpt to remove the marble containing the Sigeean infeription. He
falled, notwithftanding the firmans of Haflan Pacha, whe had aided
him with all his influence over the Greeks : but our chaous, with the
Capitan Pacha's firman, cffe@ed his purpofe. The block of marble
on which the Sigzan infeription, f{o Fr..ccluently mentioned by anti-
quarians, is cut, conftituted onginally the pillar of an hermetic column.

The words of the infeription itfelf are alternately written backwards
and forwards, a peculiarity which denotes it to be of the higheft anti-

quity. On the bas-relicf we found five figures very finely feculptured,

but the heads of which, with one exception only, were unfortunately
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broken off. As this curious remnant of antiquity has, as well as the
Sigeean infeription, been fince conveyed to Englund, any further de-
tails relative to it would be Tuperfluous.

We next vifited the tumuli, or barrows, which tradition has de-
feribed as the tombs of Achilles and Patroclus. At fome diftance
from them we faw another barrow, which is ftyled the tomb of Ajax.

The plain of Troy, over which we rode, 1s of very confiderable ex-
tent;” being about twelve miles in length, and from five to fix in
breadth. It is fertile, and in a good ftate of cultivation. A great
‘part of the land is laid out in pafturage, on which numerous herds of
cattle browze. The rivers Scamander and Simoeis run meandering
through the plain; and near to their confluence ftands the village of
Bourna Bafhi, on the fite, as is Tuppofed, of the ancient Tlium. At
an inconfiderable diftance from this village are to be feen the veftiges
of an ancient temple dedicated to Apollo.  Several other fmall villages
are interfperfed.  The Scamander being at prefent but feantily fup-
plied with water, a part of its bed affords herbage for cattle.

From Giawr—l{auy we had a fine and diftind view of Mount Ida,
and alfo of the tomb from whence Polites, the fon of Priam, recon-
noitred the forces of the Grecks. We were under the neceflity of
deferring till a more convenient opportunity our projefted excurfion
'to Alexandria Troas, or, as it is now ftyled by the Turks, Efca Stam-
boul.  'Weflept in a houfe which the Bey had prepared for us.®

* Tor a more minute defcription of this highly celebrated fpot, I refer the reader to
the Remarks and Oblervations on the Plain of ‘I'roy, publifhed in 1800, by Captain
Tranklin, in the fervice of the Taft India Company ; wherein the author exprefles him-
{elf thoroughly fatisfied with the carreftnels of the poet Homer in his beautifual deferip-
tion of Troy.

K 3



G8 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

On the 8th we paid an early vifit to Adam Gglou, who accompanied
us on our return to Chennecally, in compliance with an Impericus
meflage he had received from the Capitan Pacha to repatr thither,
On this occafien he was extremely dejedted, and appcared to labour
under ftrong apprehenfions that his vifit to the Capitan Pacha would
be attended by very ferious confequences. Indeed he did not fcruple
to confels as much to General Koehler, whom he folicited to interfere
in his behalf. In this the gencral was Tuccefsful, but not before the
Bey had been exceedingly alarmed at the appearances which manifefted
themifelves again{* him. Hec had previoufly declared to feveral of our
gentlemen, that he had conftantly at his command ten thoufand f fight-
ing men, and that in the fpace of threc days he could aflemble an
army of forty thoufand. With fo confiderable a force in his hands,
fuch is the fyftem purfued in Turkey, and fuch the confequences to
be apprehended from a menacing meflage received from a minifter or
other perfon high in authority, that Adam Oglou found himfelf placed
n a very precarious and hazardous fituation.

In the afternoon I made an excurfion of feveral miles into the in-
terior of the country.  Chennecally is fituated on the Afiatic fide of
the Dardanelles, in a flat territory, which extends for feveral miles, and
1s terminated by a lofty chain of mountains reaching from Mount Ida.
On the eaft and fouth-weft fides the town is furrounded by marfhy
grounds, which, being contiguous to it, muft unqueftionably fubject
the inhabitants to intermittents. On the caftern fide there j Is 4 very
fine grove of {ycamore trees.  About eighteen months before the date
of this part of the narrative, the plague extended itfelf to Chenne-

cally, and carried off daily from thirty to forty of the inhabitants.
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It is faid that the Dardanclles are never infefted by that difcafe, unlefs
when it rages with great and uncommon violence at Conftantinople.
A ftill more fingular fa& has alfo been ftated, namely, that in the
town of Mito, on the European fide, and oppofite to Abydos, the
inhabitants are not fufceptible of the plague; and that the infe@ed
perfons, who have occafionally been brought thither by ftealth, have
all recovered.

The water in Chennecally being brackifh, and of a tafte difagree-
able to the palate, the inhabitants are under the neceflity of obtain-
ing their fupplies from the neighbouring fountains. The furrounding
plain is in a tolerable ftate of culture, and abounds in vineyards, in
addition to which there is fome produce of cotton, hemp, and different
kinds of grain. Camels and buffaloes arec employed for agricultural
and other purpofes. The town i1s filthy in the extreme, the i'tr_ccts
very narrow, and the houfes, which indeed refemble almoit all thofe
that arc to be met with in the Turkifh towns and villages, wretchedly
bad.

Game is in great plenty at Chennccally, as are alfo turkeys, gecfe,
ducks, and fowls. The mutton is of a good quality ; and there is a
conftant fupply of excellent vegetables, as well as of fruits of every
kind, when in feafon. We had not as yet becn able to afcertain
whether there was any public market for fith. The wine made at
Chennecally is pleafant and cheap.

At this place there is a manufactory of carthen ware, and another
for the preparation of the fkins which are converted into the red,
yellow, and black Turkey leather, held in fuch univerfal eftimation.

Near this place the Capitan Pacha brings his flect to anchor once a
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year, to colle&, far the Turkifh government, the annual tribute from
the adjacent diftrifts. He was expected to fail for Conftantinople in
the courfe of a few days.

The Dardanelles are principally defended by four caftles, on which
are mounted a confiderable number of, guns, many of them of an un-
commonly large caliber, having, in fome inftances, a diameter of not
lefs than thirty inches. In one of thefe guns a Turk was feen by our
party, feated, and in the a& of cating his meal. One of the caftles
1s fituated at Chennecally, and another on the oppofite fide of the
{traits at Kelletbahar, The other two arc at the entrance of the Dar-
danelles, one at Scttelbahar, on the European fide,
Koum Kali, on the Afiatic fide.

and the other at

At the time when Lieutenant-colonel ,I—Iolloway and Major Hope

were engaged in the furvey of the caftles and coaft, a practice was

made by the Turks from the great guns at Chennecally for the pur-

pofe of convincing the Englith officers that their large marble and

granite balls, difcharged £ ricoches,* would reach quite acrofs the Dar-

danelles. They indeed furnifhed a melancholy proof of this; a family

of three individuals, fitting in a ficld on the oppofite {ide,

having been
killed by one of the fhots.

On the gth, in the morning, the officers and men belonging to the

Britith military miffion aflembled on the efplanade, to receive the

* In firing @ ricocket, the piece is no more than half charged, infomuch that it car-
ries the ball to a certain diftance only.

In its fall, the latter [lips, rolls, and makes
rebounds (ricockers ),

as is the cafe with pebbles thrown in a horizontal direction on the
furface of. the water, in skimming which they produce what by boys arc called
and drakes. This pradtice is employed to fweep and clear a covercd way,
Ec. and its invention is aferibed to the celebrated Vauban.

ducks
a rampart,
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Capitan Pacha, who came thither in ftate to mnfpect the nature and
fituation of the propofed additional works, which had been traced out
for that purpofe. He was faluted by the men of war and caftles, his
Kia Bey, with a numerous retinue, attending on the beach.

The infpection having been gone through, and the neceflary ex-
planations made to him, the Pacha paid many compliments to the
general and officers, and exprefled his full and entire approbation of
all that was propofed to be done. The works were accordingly com-
menced without lofs of time.

On the 11th, much rain, accompanied with thunder and hightning,
having fallen the preceding evening, and the {torm having continued
during the whole of the night, we experienced a very great and {ud-
den change of weather. The wind had fhifted to the north-eaft ;
and as we were without fires, we found the cold, which had come
upon us thus unexpeciedly, very unpleafant. In riding out this day,
I examined the fpot on which the ancient Abydos is faid to have been
fituwated, and found upon it feattered fragments of old bricks, ftones,
&c. which farnith an evident proof that it was the fite of {fome an-
cient town. Near to this fpot a late Capitan Pacha cre@ed a kiofque
ornamented by a fine fountain, and alfo a mofque. The kiofgue being
fituated at the head of a bay, which, during the winter months, ferves
for the anchorage of the Turkifh fhips of war, is a favourite refidence
of the. prefent Capitan Pacha.

On the morning of the 12th T rode to a Turkifh village, diftant
from Chennecally about three miles. It was of the fame defeription
with the villages.I have already noticed. The late heavy falls of rain

had {et the country people to work : while fome of them were bufied
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in pruning their vines, others were cmployed in the fields in ploughing
and in fowing their barley.

On the 15th the Capitan Pacha, who had moved his flect to the
bay of Nagara, near Abydos, promoted one of his captains to the rank
of rear-admiral.  'We were given to underftand that this promotion
took place in confequence of a Turkifh admiral having been decapi-
tated for negle¢t of duty, in fuffering Bonaparte to make his efcape
by fea from Egypt. The newly created admiral was faluted on the
occafion by the fhips of the Turkifth fquadron.

On the 18th I received a vifit from Dr. Rhazi, Phyfician to the
Capitan Pacha, with whom I had made an acquaintance the preced-
g evening at the houfe of the Ruffian conful. On the following
day, after having accompanied him to the general's houfe, we vifited
together two of the Turkifh captains who were indifpofed. A con-
firmation of the news of Bonaparte's efcape from Egypt reached Chen-
nccally this day.

On the 2-ith 1 walked to the fite of the ancient Abydos, which 1
had more leifure to infped than on my firft vifit, In addition to the
abundance of fragments of bricks, and heaps of ftones and rubbifh,
which were {cattered over the entire {urface of the ground, I noticed
a {mall portion of a wall of a tower of confiderable thicknefs, the only
veltige of a ruin {hill ftanding.

For feveral preceding days the weather had been cold, rainy, and
tempeftuous, the thermometer ranging from 42 to 45 degrees. It
cleared up on the 25th, when I had a pleafant morning’s ride to the
{pot where the ancient Dardania ftood, On the ground I found frag-

ments of bricks profufely fcattered. Thefe, together with the ftones
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and rubbith with which they were blended, were irrefragable proofs of
the remote exiftence of buildings on the fpot, near to which [ obferved
the veftiges of an ancient fort.

On the 26th I made an excurfion to the mountains, whence I had
the fatisfaltion of furveying onc of the moft beautiful profpeéts ima-
gination can paint. In my rear was Mount Ida; and in front the
Dardanclles, together with Imbros, Samothrace, and the Saronic gullf.
Tenedos, Lemnos, and the Agcan Sea, were to the left; and to the
right Gallipoli, Marmora, and other diftant obje@ls.  The fun thining
very bright, the tops of Mount Ida, and of the Samothracian hills,
glittered with accumulated mafles of fhow.

The Capitan Pacha having this day given an order that feveral un-
ferviceable guns thould be broken in picces, the Topgis Bathi, or
commandant of Turkith artillery, took the following method to carry
it into execution. A large pile of wood having been laid on the guns,
was fet fire to in the evening, and kept burning until early the next
morning, when an account was brought that a Turkifh gunner had
been killed, and the Capitan Pacha’s chief gunner wounded, by the
burfling of one of the guns in the fire. In accounting for this acci-
dent, various opinions were entertained. It was afcribed by fome to
the circumftance of a quantity of cold water having been thrown on
the heated metal by the Turks employed in the operation; but it
appeared to us flill more probable that, having negle@ed to withdraw
the charge, an cxplofion took place on the gun being heated,  Several
of the fragments were thrown to a confiderable diftance.  The poor
Topgis Bathi was fo much alarmed by the difaftrous event which
had occurred, that he immediately betook himfel{ to flight, as did

L
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alfo bis brother, from an apprchenfion of the confequences of the
Capitan Pacha's difpleafure.

On the 30th the Phaeton frigate arrived from Conftantinople with
letters which occafioned the removal of the miffion to that place, as
a flep preparatory to its being employed on fome important fervice.
Orders were in confequence iffued by the general that the officers and
detachment fhould hold themfelves in readinefs to embark the follow-
ing morning on board the tranfport. The wind being northerly,
however, there was a profpeét of our being detained at Chcnnccally
for fome days.

On the 1{t of December I embarked on board the tranfport with
my baggage; and on the following day the officers and detachment
embarked. The gencral was to proceed to Conflantinople in a Turkifh
boat. In the morning I went over to Mito, on the European {ide,
and purchafed a cafk of wine at {ix paras the oke, fomewhat lefs than
three pence Englith per bottle. In the afternoon we failed for Con-
ftantinople, with a fair and fteady breeze, and pafied Gallipoli Tate in
the evening. On the 3d we cntered the Sea of Marmora with a frefh
gale; and on the 4th at noon, the tranfport anchored in Conftan.
tinople harbour. On our landing we found that the general was not
yet arrived, which happened two or three days afterwards. The of-
ficers pmd a vifit to Lord Elgin, by whom we were invited to dine on

the following day.
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CHAPTER VI.

HECEPTION AT CONSTANTINOPLE—CASTLE OF THE SEVEN TOWERS-—DA-
LACE OF BELISARIUS—APPREHENSION OF THE PLAGUE—EXECUTION OF
SEVERAL TURKS FOR NORBBERIES—THE HANS, OR RESIDENCE OF THE
TURKISH MERCHANTS—SUDDEN CHANGES OI'" WEATHER AT CONSTANTI-
NOPLE—FALL OF SNOW——PANORAMA OF CONSTANTINOPLE—TFATAL EF-
FECTS FROM BURNING CHARCOAL—SEVEN LADIES OF THE GRAND VIZIER
SUFFOCATED-—USE OF THE BATH IN TURKEY—TRAVELLING IN TURKEY
—SINGULAR RELIGIOUS CEREMONTY

DIFFERENT SECT5 OF DENVISES—
INTERCEPTED DISPATCHES FROM THE FRENCH ARMY--—THE RAMAZAN—
SIPLENDID ILLUMINATIONS—~GREEK MARRIAGE—CEREMONIES ON BOAHD
A RUSSIAN SHIP OF WAH~—FEAST OF BIRAM—THE CHIEF OF THE WHITE
EUNUCHS—SHOCK OF AN EARTHQUAKE—VIOLENT CHANGES IN THE
TEMIPERATURE~—SINGULANR PUNISHMENT INFLICTED ON A TURK FOR AS-
SAULTING AN ENGLISHMAN—FOUMIDABLE HORDES OF BANDITTI IN THRE
VICINITY OF THE METROPOLIS—SINGULAR MODE OF COMMUNICATING
THE PLAGUE TO A FRENCH OFFICER—LAUNCH OF A TURKISH SEVENTY-
FOUR~—LEANDER'S TOWER—TOWN OF SCUTARI—CELEBRATION OF EASTER
AMONG THE GREEKS—DARING ROBROERY IN THE QPEN STREET——SEVERR
EXECUTION OF JANISSARIES AND SEAMEN—CAPITAN PACHA SAILS FROM
CONSTANTINOPLE— BEAUTIFUL APPEARANCE OF THE ASIATIC SHORE—
FREAST OF THE BIBAM COURBAN—PRAYERS ON BOARD THE TURKISH AD-
MIRAL'S SHIN—DESCRIFPTION OF THE MOSQUES AT CONSTANTINOPLE-—
EXECUTION OF THE PACHA OF NICOMEDIA—FRTE GIVEN BY LORD ELGIN
ON HI5 MAJESTY'S BIRTH-DAY—PUEPARATIONS FOL THE DEPARTURE OP
THE MISSION TO JOIN THE GRAND VIZIER'S ARMY—ANECDOTE OF THE
GHAND VIZIEW,

N the 7th of December I went over to Scutari, where [ was
prefent at the burial of two perfons who were faid to have fallen

vitims to the plague.  To denote the caufe of their death, the bodies

were covered by a red cloth,
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On the 12th a grand diplomatic dinner, at which fixty-two perfons
were prefent, was given by Lord Elgin.  All the officers belon ging to
the miffion partook of this fplendid féte. In the morning I inoculated
Mafter Sydney Smith, who had been under preparation for fome days.

On the morning of the 14th I made a tour through the city of
Conftantinople, in company with Mr. Thornton, the Englifth mer-
chant, who, upon a varicty of occafions, had manifefted much friendly
attention to his countrymen. The weather was remarkably fine, but
at the fame time cold, it having frozen during the night. We took
boat at Galata, and landed within a {mall diftance of the ancient
caftle denominated by Europeans the Seven Towers, and by the Turks
Yeddikuli.  Four only of the towers, ere@ed in the ancient wall, are
left ftanding, the others having been thrown down by the great earth-
quake of 1768.% From this place 'we profecuted our walk without
the walls of the city, and vifited a Greck church, and alfo a Turkifh
cemetery, whence we had a fine view of the caftle of the feven towers,
and of the fea. In the courfe of our perambulation we faw the ruins
of the palace of Belifarius, below which we at length took boat, and
arrived at Galata in the afternoon.|

On the 15th T dined with the Danith charge d'affaires, Baron
Hubfch, and in the evening paid a vifit to the internuncio, who had
a public night.  Much rain having fallen for feveral days fucceflively,
and the temperature of the air being precifely fuch as to favour the

* Within thele towers ftate and other prifoners are confined. The refident French
minifter, charpe d'affaires, at Conftantinople, with feveral other perfons of the fame
nation, were fent hither when the war broke out between France and Turkey, and
thefe people were liberated from their confinement when the late peace was figned.

+ Tam inclined to believe that the circumference of the city of Conftantinople does
not exceed fourteen or fixteen miles, independently of the fuburbs, which appear nearly

as large as the city icfelf,
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production of the plague, I felt much uneafinefs left that terrible
fcourge fhould become prevalent in Conftantinople before our depar-
ture. My apprehenfions were encreafed on the 17th, by an incident
which happened to myfelf. I had fent my boots to be repaired to a
fhoemalker, at whofe houfe I afterwards found the plaguc had broken
out. In confequence of this event my boots were detained ; and I
learned on inquiry that the infe€ted perfon had been conveyed to the
peft-houfe,

Several Turks who had recently committed robberies were appre-
hended on the 18th, and cxecuted in a fummary way. They were
hung to door-pofts, on which the bodies were to remain fufpended
during three days as a public example.

On the 19th I rode through Conftantinople to the Adrianople gate.
1 dined afterwards at the German palace, and went thence to the
Engliﬂi palace, where Lord Elgin had a public night.

On the 21ft, in an excurfion through Conftantimople, I infpected
the hans, or, as their name implics, public buildings, fet afide for the
Turkith merchants, who have fmall apartmeénts for their refidence,
and for the lodging and fale of their goods. At the bottom 1s a large
open fquare, and above a colonnadé or gallery, which invefts the whole
of the building. This gallery condudls to the apartments of the mer-
chants, which are neat and commodious. In Conftantinople the hans
differ eflentially from thofe which are met with in traveliing through
the difterent parts of Turkey, the latter bein g in cvery refped inferior.
Thofc of the capital are in general {pacious ftrutures, which the mu-
nificence of the fultans and Turkifh grandees have fupplied, for the
advantage of commerce, and for public benefit.  Being conftruéted of

ftone, they arc proof againft fire; and in feveral of them there arc
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three ftages of apartments, in which the merchants who refort to the
capital from every part of the Turkith cmpire, are, as well as the
commodities they have brought thither by the caravans, convenicntly
accommodated.

On the 25th, being Chriftmas day, all the officers belonging to the
miflion dined with the general, The following day was warm, and
remarkably fine, fimilar to the weather in England in the months of
May and June; but on the 24th, the chilling rains again fet in.
Thefe fudden tranfitions are very frequent in Tarkey, and certainly
have a ftrong tendency to the produdion of difeafe. The rains con-
tinued to fall at intervals for feveral fucceeding days, and the air be-
came cold and raw, the thermometer having fallen from 54 to 40
degrees, at which it {tood on the 31ft. It was moft probably owing
to this very unfettled ftate of the atmofphere that, on the day of the
new year, I was feized with rigors, accompanied by fymptoms of fever,
which confined me for fome time to my bed. In the interim, as the
cold became more intenfe, the weather became more fettled = during
thrce days there was a conftant fall of fnow, and the thermometer
{tood at 16.

On the Ath of January, 1800, the Young James, an Englifh mer-
chantman, arrived in the harbour of Conﬁtantinoplc: fhic had on beard
Mer. Barker, junior, the draughtfman, the object of whofe voyage was
to make drawings of thc moft interefting and ftriking views of Con-
ftantinople for his panorama. I muft add, in juilice to Mr. Barker,
that he has been extremely fuccefsful in his two views of that place,
than which nothing can be more corredt.

Nothing material occurred until the 8th, when, finding myfelf

tolerably recovered from my late indifpofition, I dined with Lord
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Elgin, and returned to Galata in the evening, in the midft of a heavy
fall of rain. Owing to the unufual feverity of the weather, and the
want of fire-places, the pra@ice of burning charcoal in the apartments
to heat them had become very frequent both among the inhabitants
and ftrangers, and was indeed in a manner indifpenfable.  For this
purpofe the charcoal was put into carthen pans, called monguls, from
whence it exhaled its mephitic vapours, and muft have been produc-
tive of much mifchief in clofe and confined apartments, if we could
judge from the effe@s it produced on us, who took every precaution
to renew the air.  The moft fenfible of thefe cfle@s were headach,
vertigo, naufta, and a violent throbbing pain in the temples. We
found that fatal confequences had already refulted from this practice
in the courfe of the prefent feafon, feveral perfons, in whofe rooms
charcoal had been burned during the night, having been found dead
the next morning,. Among thefe we were told of feven ladies be-
longing to the Grand Vizier, who had been found dead in their apart-
ments a few mornings before, and whofe death was to be alcribed to
no other caufe. Added to its ufual noxious qualities, the charcoal
made in Turkey is extremely bad, and by no means fufficiently charred.

The natural {mall-pox had lately been very prevalent in Conflan-
tinoplc, and was extremely fatal in its cfeds. The great mortality
it occafioned was in fome meafure to be aferibed to the mode of
treatment, and the methods cmployed. The heat of the apartments
in which the fick were confined, and in which charcoal and other
inflammatory fubftances were burned, was equal to that of a hot-
houfe; and being cxtremely oppreflive to perfons in health, could

not fail to have a finifter tendency in cafes of eruptive fever, which
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required indeed a treatment altogether different from that whick was
purfued.®

It was reported, on the 10th, that feveral perfons had died of the
plague in the quarter in which we refided. The weather was {Hll
cold, rainy, and unpleafant.

On the 13th, in the evening, a party was made to the bath. From
the following account of the procefles and operations to which we
were {ubjedled, it will be feen that the employment of the baths in
Turkey differs very effentially from our ideas of bathing, Itisa luxury
which contributes at once to the health and cnjoyment of the natives
of the caft, who may, perhaps, the women efpecially, be accufed in
fome inftances of employing it to excefs, fo as to induce a general
debility of the fy{tem.

We undrefled in an outer apartment, or veftibule, of a fgquare form,
and very {pacious and lofty, in the centre of which was a fountain,
round which wooden platforms were raifed, and on thefe mattrefles
and pillows laid for the convenience of the perfons coming out of the
bath. In this outer apartment the thermometer ftood at 50; and
my pulfe beat fixty firokes in a minute. I had at the fime a flight
headach. Inftantly on my entering the inner apartment, my body
was covered by a fuffufion of moifture. In the centre was a large

* The Earl of Elgin having happily introduced into practice the inoculation of cow-
pox at Conftantinople, the mortality from variolous difeafe will in [uture, I truft, be
confiderably leflened.

His Lordship began with the inoculation of his own child : the difeafe, on its produc-
tion, was fo extremely mild, that feveral Chriftian families {peedily followed his Lard-
fhip’s laudable example. This fuccefs induced the Turks to leflen their prejudices 5 and
feveral inftances occurred, before I quitted Turkey, in which they had fubmitted to the
vaccine inoculation upon their children with the ufual happy confequences.
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marble flab, raifed about a foot from the ground, on which a coloured
napkin was fpread, and another rolled up in the form of a pillow.
My companions and myfelf being now equipped, each of us with a
napkin round his middle, were laid down, and our joints kneaded
and prefled by the attendants, one of whom dire@ed his attention
to each of the party. During this operation we perfpired very co-
pioufly, at the fame time that the heat was by no means difagree~
able. We remained in this apartment twenty minutes, the ther-
mometer ftanding at 117, and my pulfe having rifen to 120. My
headach was entirely fubdued., We had now a fecond procefs to
undergo, and were for that purpofe condudted into another apart-
ment, likewife heated by concealed ftoves, the ftone pavement of
which was {o hot as to be very unpleafant to the feet, which were,
however, in fome meafure defended by a kind of wooden pattens
with which we were provided. We were there rubbed over with
a glove, or ftrigil, made of cloth manufa&ured from camels’ hair,
the friction from which was far from difagrecable. In the courfe of
this operation, large portions of the cuticle fell off. We were now
carefully wathed with warm water, and the ablutions and {friions
continued alternately for the fpace of feveral minutes. The third
and laft procefs confifted in our being well lathered with foap from
head to foot by the means of a linen mop. The fuds having been
wathed off, we were nicely enfolded with clean linen, and conduced
to the outer apartment, where we had undrefled ourfelves. Pre-
viouily to our quitting the heated room, ! examined the thermo-
meter, which ftood at'104. The heat of the water employed in
the ablutions was 114 degrees, and my pulfe rofe to 128, being at

™M
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the fame time full and firm. We now lay down on the raifed plat-
forms I have before defcribed, and on which clean linen was {pread
for us. We were next prefented with coffee and pipes of tobacco ;
and, finally, our bodies were kneaded and prefled, with a view to the
abforption of the perfpirable matter, which continued to flow {rom us
very copioufly for a confiderable time after we had quitted the bath.
It was no longer fenfible at the expiration of two hours, when we
bcgm to drefs : I experienced, however, at that time fo great a de-
gree of thirft, that I was obliged to have recourfe to a draught of
water. My pulfe, which was ftill firm and full, fubfided to 80; and
my headach returned, with a throbbing pain of the temples. In
returning home, we took the precaution to be well covered. We
paid two piaftres and a half each at the bath,

In Conftantinople the number of public baths is very confiderable.
Several of them, for the accommodation of the indigent, have been
fucceffively founded by the munificence of the Sultans. The private
baths are cqually numerous, there being fearcely a houfe of any re-
fpectability unprovided with onc of them, in which every conve-
nience is to be found. This will not appear extraordinary when it
is confidered that the pradtice of bathing, mdcpcndently of its being
a luxury fo well adapted to the climate of Turkey, is, among the
Mahometan inftitutions, the one to which, from motives of cleanli~
nefs, the mott ftriét obfervance is paid.

On the 15th I went on board the Young James, the Englith mer-
chantman lately arrived, to vifit a feaman who was dangeroufly ill.
On the 17th I went from Galata to Conﬂantmolﬂc, where I faw the

Grand Seignor and retinue go in proceffion to the mofque. Prepa-
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rations were making by the general and feveral of the officers to pro-
ceed to Syria by land; and in the interim the tranfport was ordered
to be got ready for the conveyance of the remainder of the officers
and the detachment, by fea. It was cvident that the overland party
would have to encounter a very harafling journey, and many diffi-
culties. Inftead of the inns which elfewhere furnifh folacc and re-
frefhment to the wearied traveller, it 1s true that hans or kanns are
to be found in every town, and in the greater part of the villages,
for the accommodation of both man and horfe. As, however, no
dependance can be placed on finding refrefhments in them, the tra-
veller 1s under the neceflity of providing himfelf with whatcver may
be requifite to his fupport. Thefe kanns are fpacious buildings,
having on each fide a raifed floor, on which the travellers fpread
their mats, or carpets, to repofe themfelves, while the centre is oc-
cupied by the horfes. They are conftantly open to receive thofe
who are in need of an afylum for reft. In travelling, the Turks are
in general {urnithed according to their rank and confequence, and to
the fervice they have to perform. They are ufually accompanied by
a Mikmendar, a Chiaous, a Cavafhe, or a Tartar, whole .duty it is
to procure provifions, and provide cvery thing requifite to the ac-
complithment of the journcy. Such, however, is the rapacity of
thefe attendants, that, often not content with having every neceflary
fupplied by the needy and fuffering inhabitants, they demand what
in Turkith is called kere e/ dars, which implies fomething for the ufe
of the tecth.

The 18th being her Majefty’s birth-day, I was prefent at a ball

M 2
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and fupper given on the occafion by Lord Elgin. The company
was very numerous, and the tables fplendid and well ferved.

On the morning of the 1gth, General Kochler, Major Fletcher,
Cuptain Leake, Mr. Pink the draught{man, and Mr. Carlifle, from
the Britith ambadflador’s palace, all of them equipped as Tartars, left
Conftantinople to proceed to Syria by land.

On the 20th I was prefent at a religious ceremony of the dervifes,
or Turkifh priefts. The houfe in which they aflembled was of an
oftagon form, with two galleries, the upper of which, fupported by
pillars, was occupied by muficians, who played very foft and folemn
mufic. In the lower gallery were ftationed the Turks and others
who attended to witnefs this very fingular fervice. Round the apart-
ment were hung in frames feveral Arabic fentences, one of which,
in particular, was fufpended exaltly over the head of the fuperior
of the dervifes. He was feated ; and each of the dervifes, on enter-
ing, bowed to him, and then took his place in the lower gallery.
Between twenty and thirty of thefc monks being aflembled, the fu-
perior repeated a prayer, during the continuance of which they
kneeled, and bowed their heads to the floor, which they occafionally
appeared to kifs. After they had chaunted for fome time, with the
accompaniment of the mufic in the gallery, the fuperior rofe, and
with a flow and folemn pace walked three times round the apart-
ment, bowing when he pafled the Arabic infcription, beneath which
he had been feated, The other dervifes now rofe, and having re-

peated this ceremony after him, the fuperior again feated himfelf.

The ftrangeft part of the fervice was yet to come. ‘The fanatical
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dervifes next threw off their mantles, and fuddenly letting drop a
kind of cloth, or woollen petticoat, began fucceflively to fpin round,
each of them taking a ftation, on which he continued to whirl, as if

on an axis, during the fpace of twenty minutes, without coming in

contalt with thofe who were neareft to him. In this exercife, in

the courfe of which they turned round with great cclerity, to aug-

ment the giddinefs which was to produce a holy intoxication, they
had at firft their arms crofled, with their hands placed on their
fhoulders.  As the vclocity of their motion increafed, they held
them up; and finally extended them in a horizontal pofition, but
ftill without encountering thofe who were within their reach. This
ceremony, which was thrice performed, was conftantly accompanied
by the {foft mufic from the gallery; and throughout the whole of
it great order and {olemnity prevailed. The coftume worn by thefe
dervifes 1s of a light quaker colour; and a competent idea of it will
be formed from Plate IV, in which one of their fuperiors is faithfully
reprefented.

There 1s another feé of dervifes very different in their habits from
thofe whofe religious ceremonies I have juft deferibed, and who are
ftyled Mewliachs, Thefe are the Talta Tepens, or board-beaters,
the regulations of whofe order are flill more difmal and aunftere. 1
had not an opportunity to be prefent at their devent exercifes, which,
as I was told, require an exertion of the lungs equal to that of the
limbs in the circular motions of the preceding feét.  As, in perform-
ing thefe motions, the Mewliachs acquire a greater energy in pro-
portion as the giddy intoxication increafes, and whirl round with

more precipitancy, {o the board-beaters, following cach other with
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great folemnity round their chapel, repeat aloud the word ANak !
to the beat of a drum, until its {trokes are at length quickened to
fuch a degree, as to produce, in many inftances, by the {ftreporous
exertions with which they arc followed, a fpitting of blood. The
dervifes in general are regarded as prophets by the deluded multitude.

The intercepted difpatches from the French army of Egypt, which
have been the fubjed of fo many converfations, and have been fince
given in an Englifh drefs, were, on the 22d, brought to Conftan-
tinople, having Dbeen forwarded to Lord Elgin by Lord Vifcount
Nelfon.

On the 2s5th, Captain Lacy left Conftantinople with umportant
difpatches for the Grand Vizier. Corporal Wilkinfon, belonging
to the miflion, lay at this time dangeroufly ill of a putrid fever,

On the 28th, the Ramazan, a Turkith faft fimilar to our lent,
commenced. It was to continue during a month, in the courfe of
which a moft rigid abftinence was to be obferved from fun-rife to
fun-fet. In the evening I went to "Tophana, to witnefs the illumi-
nations, feftivities, and popular amufements, which were to fucceed
to the penance of the day.  The fun was no {ooner {et than all the
mofques of Conﬁﬂntinoplc, and of the fuburhs, were lighted up, both
internally and externally, with coloured lamps. The minarets, or
towers, were alfo decorated in the fame manner; and the effe@ of
thefe, and of the other illuminations, was very lively and picturefque.
Taken altogether, it was one of the moft fplendid fights that could
be witnefled. I had taken my ftation very conveniently to enjoy
all the brilliancy of the fpe@acle. In the mean time nothing was

neglected which could tend to amufe and gratify the people: the
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fhops of the paftry-cooks and confeioners, together with the coffee~
houfes, and other places of public entertainment, were nicely deco-
rated and lighted up; while exhibitions of low humour and buffoon-
cry prefented themfelves at almoft every {tep to attract the notice
of the populace. The ftreets were every where crouded with groups,
whofe feftivities were to be prolonged until the morning's dawn,
when the fafting was to recommence. I did not of courfe wait until
the termination of the feene, but returned home after a-moft agree-
able evening's entertainment.

On the 31t [ made an cxcurfion to the towers fituated on the
banks of the Bofphorus. On the 4th of February T had an interview
with his Excellency Hadgi Ibrahim Effendi, from whom I had re-
ceived an invitation to that effe&. On the 7th I went to the tower
of Galata, where Mr. Barker was bufied in fketching one of the
views of Con{tantinoplc for the panorama. I was much pleafed at
the “corre@nefs and precifion which he difplayed in its exceution.

On the cvening of the gth, a Greek marriage was folemnized at
the palace of the Ruflian ambaffador. It had attracted a very nu-
merous and brilliant company, which 1 found affembled. The
ceremony was performed by the Greek patriarch. The bride and
bridegroom were very elegantly drefled, as indeed was the cafe with
the company in general, a great profufion of diamonds being dif-
Played by the females. The bride was decorated by long flowing
{treamers of gold tinfel, which, extending {rom the top of the head,
trained on the ground. She diftributed to her young female friends.
portions of thefe ftreamers, a cuftom which feems to correfpond

with ours, of givin g white ribbons as wedding favours. The cere-
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mony being concluded, the evening was {pent in dancing waltzes
and Greek and Englith country dances, after which a Tplendid fupper
was given,

On the following evening a ball, at which I was prefent, was
given by the bride’s father, M. Pifani, the principal interpreter to
the Britifh embafly; and on the 12th T was invited to a ball and
fupper given at the German palace, to cclebrate the birth-day of
the Emperor of Germany.

The weather had been for fome time cold and raw, with occa-
fional fails of fmow; but on the 14th it became more temperate, in
confequence of the heavy fhowers which had fallen during the pre-
ceding night.  On the 15th, intelligence reached Conftantinople
that a convention had becn agreed to, by which the French troops
were to evacuate Egypt. By the {fame courier we learned that
General Koehler had reached Koniah, in Afia Minor, after having
experienced many difficultics on his route thither.

The 16th being the birth-day of Mrs. Spencer Smith, the lady of
the Britifh fecretary of legation, there was a mafked ball in the even-
ing at the German palace.  Several of the charadlers were fupported
with much humour.  On the following evening a ball and fupper
were given by Lord Elgin in compliment to the newly married
Greek couple. It was truly the feafon of feftivities at Conftanti-
nople, both among the Chriftians and Mahometans. With refpedct
to the latter, indeed, not a mght pafles during the continuance of
the Ramazan, without its being marked by fome particular feftival,

On the 18th I went on board a Ruffian fhip of war lying in the

harbour, 1n the vicinity of Tophana, having received an invitation
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to a public breakfaft given by the captain, on the occafion of the
promotion of one of his officers. The reception I met with was ex-
tremely polite and attentive; and in the courfe of the entertainment
fome fingular ceremonies occurred, which it will not be amifs to
detail,  Previoufly to the breakfaft, tongues and liqueurs were pre-
Tented to us—a cuftom which we were given to underftand is con-
ftantly obferved by the Rufiians. Dunng the breakfaft, which was
of the moft fumptuous kind, feveral toafts, given by the captain,
were drank, and cheered three times. The captain now entertained
us with a Ruflian dance, while a part of the crew, cleanly drefled
for the occafion, fung to an accompaniment of Ruffian mufic. After
a fhort interval, the captain fell on the deck, apparently from acci-
dent, when the fingers took him in their arms, and tofled him in
the air, repeating certain phrafes.  Each of the guelts afterwards
underwent the fame ccremeny.  The next fingular occurrence
was, that, on the health of the Rofflan minifter at Conf’cautinopfc
Leing given by the captain, he demanded aloud what others would
do for him, Inftantly 2 Rufllan officer, and nearly twenty of the
crew, jumped from the cabin window into the fea, with their clothes
on. The flern ladders were the only refource they had to get on
board again; and on their entering the cabin with their wet clothes,
they danced round the captain, occafionally proftrating themfelves
at his fect. On our going on fhore, the greater part of the barge’s
crew threw themfelves into the water, and {fwam by her {ide until
we rcached the beach. A few piaftres diftributed among them
were, as I apprehend, confidered by them a fufficient recompenfe
for the ducking to which they had fubje®ed themielves.

N



go TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

This being thi feafon of the carnival, there were frequent mafked
balls at the palaces of the different minifters. 1 was prefent on the
cvening of the 19th, at one given by the Pruffian envoy, which was
very fully attended.  On this and other fimilar occafions many of
the charadters were well fupported; and much mirth and feftivity
prevailed among the guefts.  The relaxations of the carnival were
rendered the more ftriking by the tamenefs and infipidity which, at
other times, charaélerized the entertainments and amufements of
the place in which we refided.

On the 20th a fire broke out at Conftantinople; but it was very
{peedily fubdued. About this time reports of the prevalence of the
plague were again abroad. They were confirmed by the repeated
opportunitics I had of feeing the corpfes of perfons whole death was
afcribed to that caufe, carried for interment, with the cuftomary
fign or token of a red cloth thrown over the bier, and enveloping
the dead body. At the burial of onc of thefe peftiferous fubjedts, a
few days before, I was not a little furprifed at {eeing one of the men
cmployed in removing the corpfe from the bier to the ground, pre-
vioudly to its being depofited in the grave, take, with all the indif-
ference imaginable, between his teeth, one of the ends of the red
cloth in which it was enclofed. He did this to raife up the corpfe
the more readily, it being none of the lighteft. It was, according to

the Turkith cuftom, interred without a coffin, and naked, as is al-

moft invariably the ufage. Neither the corpfe in queftion, nor thofe

1 had feen buried on former occafions, difcovered any particular marks

diffcring from thofe which manifeft them{elves in cafes of the fatal

termination of malignant fever. There was of courfe no appearance
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of peftilential tumours. Three houfes at Pera, in which the plague
had broken out a few weeks before, ftill remained fhut up.

Precifely at two in the afternoon of the 23d, the biram was an-
nounced by the firing of guns, This feftival, which fucceeded the {aft
of the Ramazan, was to laft for three days, during which the Turks
were to feaft, and to indulge themfelves in every poflible licence,
as a compenfation for the fevere penance to which they had been
obliged to fubmit during the preceding month. On the following
morning, at four o'clock, I went with a party to Conftantinople to
fee the p.mccﬁion of the biram. We found the ftreets through which
it was to pafs already lighted up, and all the neceflary preparations
made.  Shortly after day-break the ceremony commenced ; and,
between fix and feven o'clock the Grand Seignor, richly drefled, and
attended by a numerous and fplendid retinue, pafled by the fpot
where we had taken our ftand. Many new and elegant fatin drefles
were difplayed on this occafion ; but as the ceremonial differed but
little from the proceffion of the biram courbam I have already de-
feribed, T {hall difmifs the fubjedt by obfc'rving, that the Capitan
Pacha attended with his cliaonfes ;* and that the proceflion went,

as in the former cafe, to the mofque of Sultan Achmet.

# The chiaonfes arca defeription of fubordinate officers, or mellengers, alting under
the Chizous Bafhi, and whofe employment, refembles in fome infiances that of our
yeomen of the guards, with this ftriking exception, however, that they hold them-
felves in conftant readinefs to be difpatched to every part of the emipire on public bufi-
nels, and are entrufted with (he firmans, difpatches, &c. They likewife precede the
Sultan, and great officers of ftate, either on foot or on horfeback, with filver fticks,
from the top of which fimall balls of the fame metal are appended, as a badge of their
office.

N2
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In all fimilar proceflions the Grand Scignor 1s preceded by the
Capi Aga, or Capi Agaffi, a Turkifh officer of high rank and dignity,
and the chief of the white eunuchs. He is governor or grand mafter
of the gates of the Seraglio, attends conftantly on the Sultan’s per-
fon, and introduces ambafladors to their audiences. It is through
the medium only of this officer that any perfon 1s permitted to enter
the apartments of the Grand Seignor; and he conftantly accompa-
nies the latter when he vifits the apartments of the Sultanas, taking
his flation withoutfide the door. In the portrait of a Capi Aga,
Plate V. it will be feen that he is without a beard and without
muftaches, the reafon of which will be readily underftood, when it
15 remembered that he is the chief of the cunuchs.  The capigis,
alling under him as porters, or door-keepers, are employed 1n the
cxecution of a Pacha, or other perfon of rank, who is to be poifoned,
{trangled, beheaded, or otherwife taken off, according to the naturc
of his offence, or the degree of confequence he may have poffefled.

During the latter part of the month of February, and the com-
mencement of March, the changes of weather were fudden and ex
traordinary. At intervals the fhow fell in abundance, with a cold
and raw air; while at other times there was a conftderable degree
of heat in the atmofphere, accompanied by heavy fhowers of rain.
Thefc unufual and frequent alterations of the weather were produc-
tive of catarrhs, coughs, and fore throats, which became very general
in the Turkifh capital and fuburbs. The 7th of March being a very
fine and warm day, T took a morning’s walk in the environs of
Bifhicath, and faw, for the firf? time during the feafon, feveral very
young lambs.  Their fleth is not allowed to be eaten in Turkey until
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the month of April.  Among the Mahometans there is an entire
prohibition of pork, which i, notwithﬂ:anding, allowed to be brought
to market, at the commencement of the fpring feafon, for the ufe of
the foreign minifters, and other chriftian refidents. This indulgence
afforded us an opportunity of purchafing a joint of pork, which, very
unfortunately, we fent to a Turkifh baker to be cooked. The dif-
covery which enfued” had nearly fubjeGted us to fome very unplea-
fant circumftances; and the poor baker was made to pay a'fine of
twenty piaftres.

On the 10th, a flight fhock of an carthquake was felt at Galata,

On the 12th the weather again became unpleafantly cold, with
falls of fnow: during the night the thermometer was below the
freezing point. This intemperature of the air, which could fcarcely
have been expedted in fuch a climate, now that the {pring was faft
advancing, continued, with almoft unabated feverity, till towards
the clofe of the month; not, however, without fomé of thofe tran-
fitions which I have had fuch repeated occafions to naotice, and which
were neceflarily produclive of many ailments. It appeared that in
Afia the weather was much milder, and indeed altogether different
from that which we cxpericnced at Conftantinople; for on the 23d,
I purchafed feveral bunches of violets and narciflus flowers, brought
from that quarter. They were at that time fent in great abundance
from the interior of the Afiatic territory to the capital ; but were no
where to be feen on the banks of the Bofphorus.

A few days prior to the laft date of my narrative, an incident oc-
curred which terminated in a fingular way.  One of the men be-

longing to the Britith miffion was, without any provocation on his
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fide, affaulted by a Turk, who attempted to {tab him with his yati-
kan. On a report of this outrage being made to the Capitan Pacha,
to whofe retinue the Turk belonged, he came to 4 refolution to have
him decapitated, as an expiation of his offcnce. By the mediation
and entreaties of Lord Elgin, a mitigation of the punifhment en-
fued: the Turk, after having received fhfty {trokes of the baftinado
on the foles of lais feet, was fentenced to twenty years imprifonment
10 the college of Pera, to learu the Arabic language.

Intelligence was received on the 26th, that a formidable band of
robbers, in number four or five thoufand, had proceeded to the town
of Burgas, which, although at a very inconfiderable diftance from the
capital, they had ravaged with impunity. Similar bands had, during
our refidence in Turkey, infefted the neighbourhood of Adnanople,
and furnifhed a ftriking proof of the enfeebled ftate of the Turkifh
government, which permitted the high roads within a few leagues
of the feat of the empire, to be befet to fuch a degree by thefe
hordes of banditti, that travellers were at every ftep in imminent
danger both of their lives and property. It was however reported,
that the Levant Chiflick regiment was under orders to fet out with-
out delay for their difperfion.

On the 28th, further accounts relative to the devaftations of thefe
banditti were brought to Conftantinople. It was reported that they
had burned feveral villages, and murdered fuch of the inhabitants
as had not had time to betake themfelves to flight, together with
the young children.  The inhabitants of the places fituated within
their reach, were every where betaking themfelves to flight; and a

letter from Ridoflo ftated, that that place was crouded with people,
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who had come thither for fhelter, or to procure boats to facilitate
their efcape from thefe ferocious bands. The inhabitants of Ridofto
were employed 1n digging a ditch round the town, and in contriv-
ing other means of defence, being in the daily expectation of a vifit
from them, and of being expofed to the alternative of paying the
heavy contnbutions they exa&ted wherever they came, or, in cafe of
their incapacity, of having the town burned, and themf{clves put to
the fword. In confequence of the rapid progrefs of thefe plunderers,
the Turkifh government had at length come to a refolution to dif-
patch, in their purfuit, from eight to ten thoufand mmfantry and ca-
valry. The precautionary meafure had alfo been taken, both in
Conftantinople and in Pera, of apprehending all thofe who were ful-
pected of having maintained a criminal intercourfe with them;
and fuch as were found guilty were inftantly hung to a door-poft,
or tree, the bodies remaining fufpended for public view during three
days. Onc of thefe bodies was feen hanging by feveral officers be-
longing to the miffion, at an extremity of the fuburb of Pera, in the
vicinity of the plague hofpital.

On the evening of the 3oth, Major Bromley arrived at Conftan-
tinople, with difpatches to Lord Elgin from Sir Sydney Smith. He
was alfo the bearer of letters from General Koehler, and from the
officers by whom he was accompanied, dated at Cyprus, where he had
left them about a month before. The general had {forwarded a letter
to the Vizier, and was in daily expeétation of an anfiver. The in-
formation received from Mr. Carlifle purported, that he had em-
barked on board Le Tigre to proceed to the ftation off Alexandria,

at which place, I was informed by Major Bromley, the plague raged
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with great violence. He related the particulars of the death of a
brother of the French general officer, Julien, who reccived the jn-
feCtion by taking a pinch of fnuff from a box, out of which a perfon
who had the plague on him at the time had alfo taken {nuff.

On the 2d ol April I accompanied Lord Elgin and his fuite to
the arfenal, to be prefent at the launch of a thip of feventy-four
guns.  We fet out on horfeback, at feven in the morning, and were
fhewn into a kiofque, which had been prepared for his Lordfhip's
reception.  The launch was announced by the firing of guns, by
mufic, and other public demonftrations of joy; and feveral fheep
were facnficed on the occafion. A little after eight o'clock the
launch took place, and being conduéted in a very mafterly manner,
afforded us much pleature. The Grand Seignor, furrounded by all
the great officers of ftate, and Turkifh grandees, was feated in the
balcony of the Capitan Pacha’s fhip. The great variety of colours
which were difplayed gave an additional brilliancy to the fecene. The
Turkith mode of launching differs effentially from ours: in entering
the water, the fhip carries with it a confiderable quantity of tim-
ber, which had ferved it for a cradle while building.

The launch being over, we proceeded to a ftone bafon, recently
conftructed by Captain Rowdey, a Swedifh engineer, the only one
1n the ports of the Turkifh empire, into which a ihip of {feventy-four
guns was to be received, it being the firflk time of its being ufed.
The Grand Seignor went thither in his barge, which had twenty-
four rowers, and was about cighty feet in length, with a canopy
richly and clegantly fitted up. On Lis pafling, a falute was fired

from the ofl” fide of the men of war. Being landed, he took his
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ftation at the window of a kiofque, fitted up exprefsly for the occa-
fion, in the vicinity of the bafon. The Thip was with great addrefs
conveyed into the bafon; and, on the whole being concluded, both
the thip-builders, and thofe by whom the bafon had been conftruéted,
were complimented with pelices of different values, and other pre-
fents.  Several caftans were alfo diftributed.

In the vaft concourfe of perfons aftembled to witnefs the launch,
and the operation which followed, there were many Turkith women,
who were, however, feparated from the men. Notwithftanding every
part of the harbour was covered with boats filled with {pe&ators, we
did not hear of any accident having occurred ; neither did we witnefs
the fmalleft confufion. Much of the praife was duc ta the Capitan
Pacha, who was extremely aétive throughout the whole of the bufi-
nefs, and who every where enforced obedience, and maintained good
order.  The fhip which was launched had been ready feveral weeks
before 3 but it had been decmed expedient to delay the launch until
a favourable report fhould be made by the aflrologers and dealers in
magic, who at length predicted, that the 2d of Apnl would be a fa-
vourable day for that purpofe.* She was conftruded by Mouficur
Le Brun, a French builder.

On the 5th, in a morning's walk in the environs of Biflné&ath, T
went into a houfe where the kymack wus prepared daily, to fee the
procefs employed in making it, which is as follows: Large fhallow
veflels of copper having been filled with new milk from .the cow, are

placed over a gentle wood fire, and the milk kept ﬁmmcring for the

* It is fearcely credible that fuch folly fhould exift in any part of Lurope at the clofe
of the cighteenth century.  Can fuch a people be formidable ?

O
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fpace of twenty-four hours, when the fire is removed, and the milk
allowed to cool. On the tollowing day the furface, which has af-
fumed a confiftent form. is taken off, cut into fmall portiens, and
rolled up for ufe. This 1s the lkymack, which is fo generally em-
ployed, and fo highly efteemed in Turkey. It is an excellent fubfti-
tute for butter; and is caten by fome with honey or fugar, by others
with falt. The procefs I have juft deferibed has fome affinity to that
employed in making the clotted cream, which is te be met with in
the weftern counties of England.

On the morning of the Gth, General Koehler and Major Fletcher
returned to Conftantinople from Cyprus. The weather, which had
been cold and ungenial for a confiderable time palt, and which was
[till fo on the gth, faddenly became fine and warm, infomuch that on
the following day the tranfition was fo great as to refemble a rapid
paflage from winter to fummer. Such a change was indeed much
wanted, great numbers of perfons, both in the capital and faburls,
labouring under complaints which cvidently refulted from the late
uncommon rigour and inclemency of the feafon.

On the 13th I went in a boat with the Rev. Mr. Hunt, chaplain
to the Britilh embafly, to Leander’s tower, fituated on the Bofpharus,
between Scutan and Conftantinople. We fought the well, or {pring
of frefh water, which hiftory reports to have exifted there, but could
not difcover the fmalleft traces of it.  'We were led, thercfore, to con~
fider this tradition as apocryphal, and to infer, that if frefh water was
at any time found there, it was owing to the rains. The perfons who
refided in the tower were obliged to procure from a diftant {pot their

fupply of water, which I fafted. They conducted us to the part
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which is occafionully lighted up, to dired, by night, the veffels failing
into the harbour. It was from this tower that Mr. Barker made one
of his views for the panorama; and it afforded us a delightful profpeét
of the city, fuburbs, and furrounding country. The Scraglio more
particularly was feen with a charming cffe@ from this commanding
cminence.  After having fatisfied our condu®ors, we went in the
boat to Scutari, an ill built town, with narrow, winding {treets, or
rather lanes, which, as it prefented nothing that could gratify the
traveller’s notice, we foon quitted, and returned to Galata,

I was told, that at Brufa, in Afia Minor, a town fituated at the
diftance of a day's journey from C‘onﬁantinoplc, there are hot baths
and mineral {prings, which are found cxtremely ufeful in the com-
plaints prevailing in Turkey, morc cfpecially in the theumatifm ; and
that many perfons, having great confidence in thefe waters, went
thither, during the month of May, from the capital, to fpend two or
three weeks.

On the 15th accounts were brought to Conflantineple that the
Levant Chiflick regiment, which had been fent again(t the bands of
rabbers who infefted Romelia, had fucceeded in difperfing them ; but
that the commandant of the regiment, a German, had been wounded.

On the 211t the weather was oppreflively warm. [ walked to the
cemetery withoutfide of Pera, and was there witnefs to a very pleafing
and novel {cene, It being the Eafter of the Greeks, amufements of
every defeription were exhibited ; and the colours and varictics of the
coftumecs difplayed by the immenft crouds of perfons colledted toge-
ther, rerdered the fpe@acle highly interefting,  There were wreftling
matches, ftalls filled with fweetmenats and fherbet, and groups of

02
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perfons feated on the grafs, playing at different games of chance, while
others were engaged in dancing in rings, to the mufic of an inftru-
ment not unlike our bagpipe. This fcene reminded me of a country
wake 1nn England, to which 1t \;vould have borne a ftill ftronger re-
femblance, if a confiderable number of frying pans had not given it
fomewhat the odour of our Bartholomew fair.  They were employed,.
not for frying fanfages, but liver, lights, &c.

On every fuch day of feftivity, the Greeks, of courfe, difplay their
beft drefles, which, in many inftances, are both tafteful and coftly.
The fobricty of their demecanour-cannot be cqually commended ;
fince it too frequently happens that, by launching out into every ex-
cefs, they require the interference of the Turkith guards, {tationed
purpofely to reprefs the tumult and diforder in which the giddy {cenc
may chance to terminate.

During their lent they fubfift on oil and fifh, obferving a moft rigid
abftinence. 1 have been told that this diet is, both among them and
the Armenians, productive of ‘hcrpctic complaints, fcrophulous affec-
tions, ophthalmies, and feveral other difeafes.

On the 25th T wallced out with a party, with the intention of crof-
fing over to Conflantinople, to make an excurfion round the walls. On
our reaching Tophana, we witnefled a moft daring robbery (com-
mitted in the open ftrect, at eleven in the morning, and in the pre-
fence of many perfons who were paffing at the time} by two galangis
(feamen) belonging to the Capitan Pacha's fleet.  They attacked an
Armenian, from whom they took two fequins, and-were procecding
to rifle him {till further on our coming up. We were armed; and

on our manifefting our difpleafure at the condudl of thefe villains,
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they fuffered the Armenian to depart, but not until they had forced
him to kifs one of them, as a token of acknowledgment for their for-
bearance. In pafling through the fame fireet, for the diftance of g
quarter of a mile, the people were aflfembled, and on the look out,
but dared not take any fteps to apprehend the robbers.  This is one
of many features which might be recorded of the hameful negligence
and inattention of the Turkifh government.  The galangis in quel-
tion afterwards robbed two women at Galata; on our reaching which
place we were informed by Meflrs, Chandler and Whiteman, belonging
to the miflion, in the qualities of commiffary and affiftant commiffury,
that they alfo had been robbed there, near the tower. The crews of
the men of war belonging to the fleet, which was preparing to fail,
had for feveral days kept the inhabitants of Conftantinople, Galata,
and Pera, in a conftant ftate of alarm, plundering and aflaflinating
with impunity all whom they encountered, and who wcrc'incapab]c
of defence. Their excefles are always moft to be dreaded when the
fleet is on the eve of its departure, at which time the inhabitants con-
ftantly take the precaution to fhut their fhops, to guard as much as
poffible againft their lawlefs exceffes.  On the above occafion we re-
linquifhed the plan of our excurfion to Conftantinople, which we
now confidered as too hazardous.

It was announced on the 26th, that Seid Al, a Turkilh rear-
admiral, who had been fentenced to be decapitated, had, through the
humane interference of Lord Elgin, the Britifh ambaflador, had this
capital punifhment remitted, on condition of his being baunithed to
the ifland of Cyprus. A confidcrable number of Janiflarics and Ga-

langis, amounting, it was faid, to an hundred and twenty or an hun-
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dred and thirty, were exceuted abont this time, in confequence of the
atrocitics lately committed by them in the capital and fuburbs. A
timely prevention of the crimes of which they had rendered them-
felves culpable, would have been better than this tardy punifhiment.

On the 28th a prefent was reccived from the Capitan Pacha, for
the widow of the late brave and meritorious officer, Captaini Millar,
of his Majefty’s {hip the Thefeus, who loft his life on board that fhip
on the coaft of Syria, by the burfting of feveral fhells. This prefent
was given in acknowledgment of the fervices which that much la-
mented officer had rendered to the Turkith government.

On the 2gth the fquadron of the Capitan Pacha, confifting of feven
fhips of the line, fourfhips of fifty guns, and feven frigates and fmaller
vellels, failed from the harbour of Conftantinople for Egypt. Onits
way it was to touch at Gallipoli, and feveral other towns in the
Turkifh provinces, to levy contributions, and take in a fupply of bif-
cuit for the voyage.

The weather was at this time become warm, fcttled, and agreeable,
In the courfe of the morning, a party being made, we took boat, and
croffed over to Afie.  'We landed near the ruins of an ancient Impe-
rial palace, over which we walked. On our penctrating into the
country, we found tic ftate of vegetation feveral weeks more advanced
than on the European fide. The fields werc overfpread with flowers
and odoriferous fhirubs in bloom; the wheat was already formed in
the car; and the grafs in the mecadows ncarly fit for mowing. In
fhort, the general appearance of the country, and the fmiling and ver-
dant {cenes by which we were furrounded, formed altogether a {trik-

ing contraft to what we had recently contemplated on the other fide
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2
of the water.  We walked over the plain of the ancicnt Chalcedon,
on the fite of which ftands a Turkifh village, called Cady Kui. There,
beocath the fhade of the branches .of a fine oriental plane tree, we
took our cotfee on the grafs, abforbed in the contemplation of the
objects by which we were encompafled.  In addition to the finc prol-
pcéls which the interior of the country affor'dcd, we had a diftin&
view of the gulf of Nicomedia, and of the Daxmonefi, or Princes’
Ifiands.  If we could judge from the numerous groups of men and
womcn fcattered over this delightful country, it muft have been well
peopled.  Among them 1 faw, for the firft time, a Turkifh woman at
her prayers, in the open field.  Such an incident, which is very com-
mon among the men, very rarély occurs among the females. Towards
the afternoon the weather became oppreflively hot; and this haftened
our return at three o'clock, when we took boat to crofs to the Euro-
pean fide.

On the 30th letters were received from Captain Lacy, and from
Mr. Morier, fecretary to Lord Elgin, who had fpent fome time with
the Turkifh army, with the details of the defeat of the army of the
Grand Vizier, by the French troops commanded by General Kleber,

On the 11t of May, garlands of flowers were hung over the doors
of {fcveral houfes, in the fuburb in which I refided, in commemora-
tion of the day., 1was told that in feveral parts of Turkey, more
particulariy at the Princes’ Iflands, this feftival was celebrated by the
Gicecks and others by great public rejoicings.

On the following duy, in walking through the ftreets in the vicinity
of Tophana, I faw a great number of fheep colle@ed in pens for fale,

as is the cuftom in England. This was preparatory to the feaft of
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the biram courbam, when every Turk of any rank or condition was
to facrifice a fheep, and, having eaten a portion of it, to diftribute
the remainder to the poor.

On the 4th the feftival of the biram courbam, which has been al-
ready deflcribed, commenced.  As foon as the new moon was difco-
vered, by men {tationed exprefsly for that purpofe, it was announced
to the people by difcharges of artillery, mufketry, &c. On this day
1t was lawful for the Turks to begin to eat lamb; and accordingly I
faw feveral flocks of young lambs driven into the capital.

On the 5th, advices were brought from Palermo of the capture of
the Guillaume Tell, a French line of battle thip, by the fquadron
commanded by Lord Nelfon.

1 pafs over the occurrences of the fucceeding days, as being of but
trifling import, and proceed to the 17th, when feveral of the officers
of the miffion, in the number of whom I was comprehended, accom-
panicd Lord Elgin, the Britifh ambaflador, with his band of mufic,
on board a fhip of the line commanded by Al Bey, a Turkifh admi-
ral.  During the entertainment, which was condu@ed in the ufual
Turkifh ftyle, his Lordfhip’s band continued to play until fun-fet,
when the admiral ordered the whole of his crew to prayers, and in-
vited us to be prefent at the ceremony, It was condu@ed with great
Tolemnity and decorum ; and the various geftures, attitudes and prof-
trations obferved by the Mahometans at their devotion, were per-
formed with the utmoft regularity and precifion by every individual
belonging to the crew, fo as to have a very ftriking effe&.

A firman, or written order from the Sultan, having been procured

for that purpofe, a party was made on the 18th to vifit the interior
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of the mofques at Conftantinople. The ornaments are extrémely
{imple, confifting principally of large marble tablets, on fome of which
are inferibed Arabic fentences, and paflages from the Koran, while
on others the names of the Deity, of Mahomet, and of his principal
difciples and fucceflors, are written. The domes arc in general, and
more particularly that of the mofque of Santa Sophia, wrought in
mofaic, which the barbarifm of the Turks has, however, in a great
meafure, defaced: beneath them are fufpended great numbers of
coloured lamps, interfperfed with gilt ornaments. Several leading
paffages of the Koran, before which the Turks make genuflexions,
and pray with great fervency, are hung up near the pulpit, behind
which is the fanttuary. Adjoining to the great corridor there is a
chapel; and a gallery, appropriated to the women, furrounds the
whole of the interior of the building. The nave is fupported by co-
lumns of porphyry, granite, &c.

The Pacha of Nicomedia, Huilein Pacha, on his return to Con-
ftantinople from Ridofto, whither he had been fent fome time before
for the purpofe of difperfing the bands of rabbers colle@ed in Romelia,
was decapitated on the 22d.  On this occafion a remarkable inftance
of Turkifh duplicity occurred. His reception by the Kia ma kan, oh
his reaching the capital, was highly flattering ; and he was invited by
him to proceed to the Seraglio, and there receive the rewards due to
liis good and meritorious conduét, Og his entering, however, the gate
of the Seraglio, after the Kia ma kan had faluted him, and wifhed
him a good morning, he was {eized by the guards, and inftantly de-
capitated. It was reported, that he had been guilty of feveral grofs
afls of mifcondu@; and it was urged, among other accufations, that

P
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he had not oppofed fo effetual a refiftance to the banditti as he might
have done; and that he had levied heavy contributions on the inha-
bitants of Ridofto, and of the other towns of Romelja.

On the 26th General Kochler, and all the officers belonging to the
miflion, went in proceffion through the ftreets of Conftantinople to
the Porte.  Several horfes richly caparifoned, under the charge of one
of the Grand Seignor's equerrics, and led by as many fais, or Turkifh
grooms, wcere, together with a party of janiﬂ“ar.i(:s, and other troops,
in waiting at the landing place to condu& them to the Porte, on their
reaching which, they were prefented to the Reis Effendi, Kia ma kan,
and Kiabey, each in his particular apartment. After the ufual compli-
ments had been paid them, the General and Licutenant-colonel Hol-
loway werc invefted with pelices, and the other officers with beniches,
or robes of honour.  Embroidered handkerchiefs, and other prefents,
were alfo diftributed. Having taken leave, they returned in procef-
fion, obferving the fame order as in fetting out. This vifit of cere-
mony had been appointed by the Porte, previoufly to the departure of
the miffion for Syria, to join the army of the Grand Vizier, for which
purpole the detachment was under orders to embark on board the
tranfport.

On the 4th of June a fuperb fte, in honour of his Majefty’s birth-
day, was given by Lord Elgin. On this occafion all the members of
the diplomatic body, with their familics, werc invited, and a yery
fcle€t and fathionable party formed. In the front of his Lordfhip's
palace at Belgrade, a booth was fitted up, and the royal {tandard dif-
played. The awning and avenucs leading to the palace were fanci-

- fully decorated with branches of oak, and feftoons of flowers; and in
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thic centre of the table, within the tent or booth, a bank of flowers
was difpofed, the top of the tent itfelf being ornamented with feftoons
of rofe branches. Precifcly at three o'clock the dinner, which con-
fifted of every delicacy the feafon could fupply, and the place afford,
and to which more than an hundred perfons fat down, was {crved,
Belore the deflert was placed on the table, the King's health was given;
and on this fignal, his Lordfhip's band played God fave the King, the
company joining in the chorus. This was followed by three cheers;
all the guefts ftanding up; and next fucceeded a falute of twenty-
onc maroons. After dinner the company withdrew to the palace,
where feveral fele@ pieces of mufic were played by the band; and in
the cvening the country dances commenced bencath the tent. At
cleven o'clock a cold collation was ferved ; and the entertainment was-
concluded by country dances, which were continued within the pa-
lace until two in the morning, when the company broke up, highly
gratificd by the amufements of the day, which were rendered fill
more plealing by the finenefs and ferenity of the weather, The cffe@
of the dances beneath the tent was {ingularly picturcfquc.

Our departure for Syria having been ferioufly decided on by the
Turkifh government, the men belonging to the miffion were about
this time embarked on board the tranfport. ‘The wind, however,
continuing contrary for fome time, the officers did not embark until
the 13th, On our quitting Belgrade for that purpofe, we were ac-
companied to the tranfport by Lord and Lady Elgin, who took their
leave of us in a moft cordial and friendly manner. All our arrange-
ments having been made, we waited for a favourable breeze only to

P2
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fucceed the calm which prevailed, and to convey us fafely out of the
harbour.

Before I take my leave, for the prefent, of the capital of Turkey, I
muft intrude upon the reader’s patience to introduce an anccdote
tending to fhew that the Turkifh empire has produced men not defi-
cient in judgmentand acute penetration, who, with minds better cul-
tivated, would be the boaft and ornament of any nation whatever.
A cafe of ufury was brought before the Grand Vizier. A Turk had
lent to another a fum of money equal to a thoufand pounds fterling,
at an intereft which was immoderate even in this country, where the
legal intereft, in forme inftances, amounts to twenty per cent. The
borrower kept this money in ufe during ten years, when he refunded
it to the lender, but refufed to pay the interefl, on the ground of its
illegality. The Grand Vizier acknowledged the juftice of his plea;
but with great ready wit, and a nice difcernment of the cafe, ordered
him to lend to the Turk, whofe debtor he had been, without intereft,

an cqual fum for the fame {pace of time.
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CHAPTER VIL

THE MISSION SET SAIL FROM CONSTANTINOPLE—ANCHOR AT PRINCES
ISLANDE—VISIT TO ADAM OGLOU—GREEK ISLANDS——DESCRIPTION OF
PATMOS—STANCHO—IMMENSE ORIENTAL PLANE=—CYPHUS : DESCRIP~
TION OF THAT ISLAND—TLAGUE OF LOCUSTS—ARRIVAL AT JAFFA—DE-
SCRIPTION OF THAT PLACE AND IT5 VICINITY.

NOT'W'ITHSTANDING the wind which had fprung up was

unfavourable, fuch was the anxiety exprefled by the Porte for
the departurc of the miffion, that we were in a manner obliged to
get under way on the 15th. We were provided with firmans to the
different Pachas and Agas of the iflands at which we might have oc-
cafion to touch, with inftru@ions to afford us every poflible affiftance,
and to furnifh fuch fupplies as might tend to facilitate the object of
our voyage.

At balf paft ten in the morning we weighed anchor, and failed
from the harbour of Conflantinople; but, the wind falling off, could
not proceed further than Princes’ Iflands. At three in the afterncon
we anchored between Antigone and Kirka, which form a part of the
group, and arefituated at a fmall diftance (eight or ten miles) from the
Seven Towers. In the vicinity of the fafe and commodious harbour
in which we lay, at the back part of the ifland of Antigone, we per-

ceived a fmall village, inhabited entirely by Greeks. This was an in-
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ducement to us to go on fhore in the evening, when we found the
heat extremely oppreffive.

On the 16th, the wind having fhifted to the northward, we weighed
anchor, and failed with a frefh breeze, which continuing to favour us,
we defcried Gallipoli, at nine in the morning of the 17th, and by
eleven o'clock were paft that town. We faw the wreck of a Turkifh
man of war, which had been caft away fome time before, lying in
the bay. At half palt one we anchored oppofite to Mito, and clofe
in with- Abydos, in the Dardanelles. We were to remain there two
days, to take on board our ftock, and other neceffaries for the voyage.
An Englilh merchantman, the Southwold, on her way to England,
anchored near us in the afternoon; at which time the {on of the con-
ful of Chennecally came on board, and informed us, that an impe-
rial thip from Alexandria, having the plague on board, was at anchor
on the other fide of Chennecally. The captain and feveral of the
crew having already fallen vi@tims to that difeafe, every communica-
tion between the veflel and the fhore had been cut off.

On the 18th we paid a vifit to Adam Oglou, who was then at
Chennecally, by whom we were invited to dine on the following day.
In the evening a Tartar arrived with difpatches from Lord Elgin to
the general.

On the 19th, agrecably to our invitation, we fot out on our vifit to
Adam Oglou, the general and a part of the officers proceeding thither
by water, and the others on horfes richly caparifoned, which the Bey
had fent for our accommodation. We met with a very polite recep-

tion; and thortly after our arrival, pipes and coffee were, as ufual,
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prefented to us.  The dinner, which was fimilar to thofe I Lave al-
rcady deferibed, and in the courfe of which wine was handed to us,
was ferved about noon. It confifted of fiftcen difhes, which prefented
a great varicty of Turkifh cookery, and the laft of which was, ac-
cording to cuftom, a mefs of pilaw. Before we fat down to dinner,
and after the repaft was concluded, foap and water were brought to
us, to walh our hands: this is a point of cleanlinefs which the Turks
never negle.

Pipes and coffee having been again brought in, a party of Turkifh
wreftlers, about fourteen or fixteen in number, naked, and befmeared
with oil, accarding to the ufage of the country, exhibited in front of
the Bey’s houfe.  Before they commenced, a herald proclaimed the
combat, defcribing the opponents, and cxpatiating on their 1kill in
wreftling.  This amufement, to which the Turks arc very much at-
tached, requires in the performance a great fhare of ftrength and ad-
drefs. As foon as one of the combatants had thrown his adverfary
on his back, he received from Adam Oglou a prefent of ten piaftres.
We ftaid with the Bey t1ll near four o’clock, when we took our leave,
and procceded to the beach near Abydos, whence we went on board
the tranfport.

During our ftay, Mrs. Kochler was in the Harem. We learned
from her that Adam Oglou’s wife was very richly drefled, and carried
about her a profufion of diamonds. Mrs. Kochler was attended by
the wives and female relatives of the conful,

During the night it blew a ftrong gale from the fouthward, with
thunder, lightning, and heavy thowers of rain. At cight o'clock in

the morning of the 20th, we got under way, and failed from the
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Dardanelles, faluting the forts as we pafled, and receiving from them
in return a like number of gurs. A frefh breeze {pringing up from
the north-weft, we pafled the loweft fort, Koum Kali, between nine
and ten o'clock; and by half paft eleven were oppofite the caftle
fituated in the ifland of Tenedos. At half patt fix in the evening we
pafled the ifland of Mitylene, amidft a fiart fquall of wind and rain:
at that time the iflands of Scio and Nicaria were in fight. The effe&
of the fetting fun was extremely fine, the rays, which were of a beau-
tiful rofe colour, refembling thefe we had on a former occafion no-
ticed off Sicily.

During the night we pafled the ifland of Ipfera; and by feven in
the morming of the 214t were off the iflands of Scio and Nicarin, havy-
ing Samos in our view. By noon we had pafled Nicaria, a wretched
ifland, which affords nothing but wood for charcoal, to its half civi-
lized inhabitants, who refide jn caves. At two in the afterncon
we pafled Samos and the Fournis Iflands: the former is in onc part
cxtremely lofty, infomuch that it 15 confidered by fome to have an
clevation almoft equal to that of Gibraltar. At the above hour the
ifland of Patmos was in fight, diftant from ten to twelve leagues.
Being {till favoured by a firong breeze {rom the north-caft, we were
off the harbour of that ifland between five and fix o'clock in the
cvening; but, being obliged to make feveral tacks in going in, did not
come to an anchor till an hour after.

Patmos has an excellent harbour; and the town being fituated on
the loftieft part of the ifland, makes a pretty appearance in entering,
The houfes being conftruéted of a white free-ftone, have a peculiarly

neat afpect, very different from what we had hitherto feen in this
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quarter of the globe. It has been calculated that the town has an
clevation of nearly five hundred feet above the level of the fea. In
1ts centre is a large convent dedicated to St. John the evangelift,
who was banithed to this ifland. It was here that he wrote the
Revelations; and after we had landed, we faw, in walking to the
Tummit of the hill, the grotto in which he is faid to have compofed
them. We next vifited the convent, which has a refident bifhop,
with a confiderable iumber of monks, and in which is a college for
the education of the young men of the Greek perfuafion. Over the
gateway of the entrance are three large bells; and the chapel within
has a neat mofaic pavement, In afcending the ifland the road winds
confiderably, and prefents otherwife great difficulties, infomuch that
it coft us no little labour to reach the fummit, In thefe parts of
the ifland which the inhabitants were able to cultivate, we {faw fe-
veral fmall fields, or patches of corn, banked up with flones to pre-
vent the foil from being waflied away by the rains: it appeared,
however, that it was capable of producing but an inconfiderable
quantity of grain.

The town, which contains about two hundred houfes, all of them
provided with balconies, is, as well as the reft of the ifland, inha-
bited exclufively by Greeks. The women are to the men in the
proportion of five to one. They arc pretty; and wear on their
heads a Ingh turban of a peculiar form, made of white crape, a nar-
row flip of which falls down behind, and nearly reaches the ground.
The inhabitants procure fheep and cattle from the neighbouring
iflands, their own being fo barren as to make but a fcanty rerurn
to the labour and induftry they beftow upon it. It was very late

Q
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before we returned to the tran(port, cxtremely wearied with our
evening's excur{ion, and highly pleafed, at the fame time, at the op-
portunity which had heen afforded us to land on {o celebrated a {pot.

Farly in the morning of the 22d we weighed anchor, and failed
with a fteady and favourable wind at north-weft, which, at a quarter
before three in the alternoon, conveyed us to our anchorage off
Stancho, a very beautiful and fertile ifland, abounding in corn, {ruits,
and vegetables. Among the fruits which were in feafon, we faw,
on our landing, grapes, firs, lemons and oranges in abundance. We
ialfo met with capers, which grew wild, and required no culture.
Over the plains numerous flocks and herds were difperfed.

After the ufual ceremony of faluting the fort, we waited on the
governor, who with great, civility fenta perfon to accompany us to
the gardens, in which we liad a very agrecable walk, and were
condudted thence to the houfe of the late Capitan Pacha, the great
Haffan Pacha, In pafling through the town, we faw feveral frag-
ments of antique ftatues and columns. The inhabitants confift
partly of Turks, and partly of Grecks.

We were highly gratified by the view of a beautiful oriental planc
tree of furprifing dimenfions, fituated near the entrance of the fort,
and overfhadowing a large tradt of ground. From the outfide of its
branches to the oppofite fide, it meafured an hundred and twenty-
nine feet; and its teunk was thirty-four feet in circumference. Its
cnormous branches were fupported by large and beautiful columns
of marble and granite, about twenty in number, which had been
brought purpofely thither; and beneath its fhade was the tomb of
a Turkifh faint, together with a fountain, and Turkith coffce-houfes.
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On the 23d, at {our in the morning, we failed from Stancho, with
a {rcfh breeze from the north-weft, for Rhodes, which we defericd
at half paft fix. At ninc we were becalmed ; but the wind again
fpringing up at noon, we came to an anchor off that ifland at fix in
the cvening.  Its appearance from the water was very pleafing; but
we did not land.

We failed on the following morning at feven o'clock, with the
wind at weft; and at two in the afternoon faw feveral brigs ahead
of us, fteering n the dire¢tion of Rhodes. On one of them ap-
proaching us, we hoifted our colours, and were anfwered by the im-
perial flag.

On the 25th we had light winds from the fouth-eaft, the weather
being at the fame time extremcly warm. We cxpedled to make
Cyprus in the courfe of the day, but were difappointed.  'When the
evening came on, we had nearly loft fight of the land, which we,
aftcrwards contrived to approach, and pafled Caflel de Rofo during
the night. .

On the morning of the 26th the land was. out of fight, and we
were nearly becalmed ;5 but a gentle north-weft breeze fpringing up
at noon, we were fhortly alter enabled to defery the land, which
was, however, at a great diftance from us. In the courfe of the
alternoon we faw {everal ftrange fal, one of which, an Englifh
fnow, bound to Rhodes, hoifted her colours. At five o'clock we
perceived the low land of Cyprus.

At eight in the morning of the 27th, we werce clofe in with Cape
Biancho, fteering with a light brecze for Lamefol, in Cyprus: at

Q2
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noon we came toanchor in {even fathom water off that place, which
had a pleafing appearance from the fhip. 'We were informed that
the inhabitants of Limefol were free from the plague ;  but that at
Nicofia, fituated in another part of the ifland, it was then making
great ravages, infomuch that filty individuals perithed daily. Tt was -
agreed that we thould make a thort ftay here, to take in ballaft, and
recruit our ftock of provifons.

On the 28th we went on jhaore early, and pard a morning’s vifi
to the conful of Limefol, Signor Demetrio Nicolo Frankuli, with
whom we dined, and afterwards waltked in the town. The houfes
are white, and flat-roofed, being built of clay and ftraw, intermixed
with ftones, 'Withinfide, the ceilings of the apartments are arched
and lofty, to render them as cool as poffible. The inhabitants con-
fift chiefly of Turks and Greeks. The appearance of the part of
the ifland in which Limefol is fituated, was, at the time we were
there, fomewhat dreary : this, we were told, had been occafioned by
the dreadiul havoc made by the locufts fome weeks before, at which
time, we were aflured by the conful, thefe devouring infe@s were
firewed on the ground, in fome places, nearly a foot thick. They
had eaten the foliage of the orange and lemon trees, and had .de-
ftroyed all the herbage in the vicinity of Limefol. In certain years
they vifit the ifland at a {tated period, to renew their deftruétive
ravages.

The fhrub which bears the caper grows wild at Cyprus, and has
a very pretty bloflom. Among other vegetable productions, we faw

medzanes, okers, cucumbers, gourds, and melons, the three latter
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Provifions, vegetables, {ruits, and wine, which are

in general {old at a very moderate price in this ifland, were become

cxtremely large.

dear on account of the havock which the locufts had made. Cyprus
wine of a good quality coft us from four to five piaftres the meafure,
which contains eight okes, or nearly eleven Enghfh quarts.

After having paid a vifit to the Aga, who made us a prefent of
{everal fheep, we purchafed the different articles of which we had
need, and among others a good ftore of greén almonds and apricots,
the former of which, as well as mulberries, grow wild in abundance.
During our ftay at Limefol, we were incommoded by the cxceffive
heat, which was augmented by the refle@ion of the fun from the
white buildings. In returning to the tranfport in the evening, we
met with the captain of a veffel who had left Jaffa, the place of our
deftination, threc days before, and who had feen there, at the time
of his departure, Sir Sydncy Smith, and the Capitan Pacha. We
alfo fell in with a confiderable number of Turks, who had deferted
from the army of the Grand Vizier at Jaffa, and were on their way
to Conftantinople.

‘We weighed anchor, and bore away on the following morning
at half paft cleven, with a fouth-weft wind; and on the soth, at
noon, found, by our dead reckoning, that we had run a hundred and
three miles fince our departure from Limefol, in the fpace of fome-
what more than twenty-four hours. We were then in the latitude
of 32 degrees, 56 minutes, and without fight of land. During the
night the wind was fcanty ; and this occafioned us to experience a

very unpleafant motion from the rolling of the tran{port.



118 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

On the 1t of July an obfcrvation was taken at noon, and we
found ourfelves n the latitude of 31 degrees, 28 minutes.  The fea-
men at the maft-head fancicd they could perceive the land on our
ftarboard bow, in confequence of which we fhaped our courfe to
the fouth-caft. Ina little time the land was feen diftinétly; but
our pilot was uttedy at a lofs to conjeture where we were. It was
Tufpe@ed, however, that we were below Gaza; and that the Jand
deferied was Afcalon. We in confequence hauled up to the north-
eaft at fix in the evening.

On the morning of the 2d, our pilot was {till in the fame ftate of
mcertitude as to our abfolute {ituation; but on a fuppofition that we
were too far to the fouthward, our courfe was fomewhat altered.
At feven o'clock we faw a firange fail; and at ten defcried feveral
othcrs at anchor off Jaffa, which was now diftin&ly in our view.
At a quarter paft one, we anchored off that place, in fifteen fathom
water; and found lying there twenty veflcls of different burdens,
chiefly Ruffian, but nonc of them Englith., We faw the Grand
Vizier's encampment diftributed in the outfkirts of the town, which
itands on a circular eminence clofe to the fen fhore. The houfes
are white, and are all of them provided with domes and fquare-
towers.  I'he colours of the different nations were flying over the
houfes of the confuls. The fuil in the vicinity of Jaffa is fandy, and
prefents 2 dreary and forlorn afpedt. 1 fhall have occafion very
thortly to enter into fome particular and interefting details relative
both to the town and to the furrounding country. We landed in

the cvening, and proceeded to the houfe of the Britith Conful, where
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we found Mr. Morier, fecretary to Lord Elgin, with whom we
took up our immediate abode. We were now debarked on the
Syrian coaft, to be the fpe@ators of great military events, in
which we were ourfelves to be engaged; and that in a country on

which hiftory, both facred and profane, has conferred the higheft ce-

lebrity.
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CHAPTER VIIL

JUNCTION WITH THE GRAND VIZIER——ALARMING INFORMATION CON-
CERNING THE BREARKING OUT OF THE FLAGUE~—ENCAMPMENT NEAR
JAFFA—DANGERS AND INCONVENIENCIES OF THIS SITUATION—INTEL-
LIGENCE RECEIVED OF THE ASSASSINATION OF GENERAL KLEBER—
TURKISH ARTILLERY—AMUSEMENT OF DJERID—ENCAMPMENT OF THE
MISSION-—TURKISH OFFICERS OF STATE—CHARACTER OF THE GRAND
VIZIER ; OF THE REIS EFFLENDI—DESCRIPTION OF JAFFA—STORMING
OF THAT PLACE BY THE FRENCH—INHUMAN CONDUCT ASCRIBED BY
THE TURKS TO BONAPARTE—WARM BATH IN THE CAMP—ERUPTIVE
COMPLAINT—ANLCDOTE EVINCING THE EXTREME 1GNORANCE OF THE
TURKS IN MATTERS OF SCIENCE-—INSURRECTION AT NALLOUS—UN-
DISCIPLINED AND DISORDERLY STATE OF THE TURKISE SOLDIERY-~—
SCENE OF THE MASSACRE COMMITTED ON THEIR CAPTIVES BY THE
FRENCH—MILEITARY EXERCISE OF THE TURKS—PLAGUE BREAKS OUT
AMONG THE MAMELUKES—HRUSSIAN AGENT AT JAFFA DIES OF THE
PLAGUE—REVIEW OF THE TULKISH AKMY~—PLAGUE CONTINUES TO
BAGE AMONG THE MAMELUKES—DESCRIPTION OF AN ARAB VILLAGE,
AND'ITS INHABITANTS—FIRST STONE LAID OF THE NEW FORTIFICA—
TION AT JAFFA~—~DISSECTION OF A CAMELION-——MAMELUKE CHIEFS DIE
OF THE PLAGUE—INSOLENCE OF THE ARNAUTS, AND WEAKNESS OF
THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT

LGYPTIAN JUGGLERS—CAMP INFESTED
BY LARGE PACKS OF JACKALS—DESENTION OF ARNAUTS—ACCOUNT
OF THE DEHLIS.

ARLY on the following morning, July 3d, the Grand Vizier
having fent herfes from his camp for our accommodation, we

paid a vifit to his Highnefs, and another to the Reis Effendi. From
cach of them we met with a very polite and friendly reception ; and,

the general having been invefted with a pelice, orders were imme-
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diately given to pitch tents for our officers and men. A Turkifh
mikmendar, or provider, appointed by his Highnefs the Grand
Vizier, waited on General Koehler to receive his orders and inftric-
tions relative to the encampment of the miffion, and the provifions
which would be requifite for them. A choarbagis, or colonel of
Janiffaries, and fome of his people, were alfo attached to the miffion,

We found the Turkifh troops encamiped in the moft confufed and
irregular manner, without any order in the pofitions they occupied,
cach individual having pitched his tent on the fpot which was moft
agreeable to his inclination.- The only regulation that feemed to
border fomewhat on fyftem was, that cach Pacha, or military go-
vernor, was {furrounded by his own men. The encampment was on
a white fandy foil; and I obferved a confiderable number of tents
converted nto cook’s thops, while others were fet afide for the fale
of various commoditics, particularly coffee and tobacco, of which,
among the Turks, therc is a great and conftant confumption. This
traffic in the camps is for the greater part carried on by Janiffaries.
The troops were {pread over a very confiderable extent of ground.

On a {oil fimilar to that which T have defcribed, the heat, in the
month of July, could not be otherwife than very oppreflive in fuch
a climate as that of Syria: we accordingly found, on our landing
from the tranfport, a very fenfible alteration in that refpect. Irom
the fame caufe we felt alfo a painful fenfation in the eyes, which
will not be deemed extraordinary, when it is confidered that, during
the fumymer folftice, the natives themizlves are in general fubject to
violent ophthalmics.

On the morning which followed our debarkation, our feelings

R
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were ftrongly excited by the information we received that an indi-
vidual, dwelling; under the fame roof with ourfelves, laboured under
the plague, by which he had been attacked about ten days. At fo
remote a diftance {rom our relatives, {rom every objedl of our ten-
dereft folicitude, our fenfations, when this intelligence was imparted
to us, can be better felt than deferibed. No fooner were we em-
barked in a fervice which obliged us to maintain a {tric and con-
{tant intercourfe with the Turks, who, from a variety of concomi-
tant caufes, wlhich I fhall herealter have occafion to cxplain, are
inceflantly expofed to the ravapes of this devaftating {courge ;—no
fooner were we landed in the midft of the Turkifly encampment,
than we begun to breathe the peftilential miafmata which hovered
in the atmofphere of our abode. Thofc only whom their duty has
fevered from . their deareft conneions, and who, in diftant regions,
have had to encounter perils more imminent than chofe which refult
from the murderous weapon of the adverfary, can duly eftimate the
. {ad reckoning of our feelings and fenfations.

Signor Boferi, phyfician to the Grand Vizier, afforded me fome
confolation at our meeting, by the aflurance he gave me that the
camp was at that time ina tolerably healthy flate, the prevailing
difeafes being bilious fevers, which did not terminate fatally. He
obferved, that the plague had recently manifefted itfelf in a few in-
{tances only, and thofe of the mildeft nature, which had yielded to
the remedies adminiftered.

The fitvation which had been chofen fer the camp manifefted an
incredible degree of ignorance and imprudence on the part of thole

who had been entrufted with the marking out of the ground: being
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placed to leeward of the town, the fea brecze, which conftantly pre-
vailed during the day time, diftributed to cvery part of it the putrid
noxious effluvia which the ftreets of Jaffa produced. The tents
were abfolutely pitched among the abodes of the dead; and the
bodies of thofe who had been interred were in general fo fuperficially
covered over by the carth, that the putrid exhalations which were
thus generated were intolerable to the paflenger, and muft have
been as baneful as difgufting to thofe who were conflantly expofed
to them. To complete the horrors of this fcene of filth and depra-
vity, the carcafles of dead animals, fuch as camels, horfes, and affes,
were {cattered in great abundance among the tents, to corrupt and
moulder away, without giving the fmalleft concern, or apparently
offering any kind of moleftation to the Turkith foldiery. It will
not be furprifing, in the fequel, to find them very fickly, unlefs we
could fuppofe that their mode of living, and the air which they have
been accuftomed to infpire, fhould have rendered their temperament
unfufceptible to the operation of fuch baneful caufes.

On the fubjed of the plague, Sonini is of opinion that it is not
endemic in Egypt and Syria; but that, whenever it has raged in
the capital of Turkey, it has been brought thither from other parts
of the Turkifh empire, properly fo called, that is, from the neigh-
bouring provinces. Without entering, on this occafion, into a dif-
pute which would require a long feries of obfervations to decide, I
fhall confine myfelf to the mention of a fa@ which {trongly militates
again{t this opinion, namely, that fince the communication with

Egypt has been intercepted, Conftantinople has been almofl entirely
frec from the plague.
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Mr. Wright, of his Majetty's fhip Le Tigre, arrived at Jaffa late

i the evening from Cairo, to which place he had gone with dif-
patches, and had pafled twelve days on his route. He brought in-
telligence of the affuffination of General Kleber; of Menou, who
had turned Mahommedan, and taken the name of Abdallah, having
fucceeded to the command of the French forces; and of the fitua-
tion of Mourad Bey, who had rejoined his camp. He reprefented
the new French commander in chief, Menou, as making every pre-
paration to oppofe a vigorous refiftance ; and deferibed the French
troops, who were extremcly exafperated at the death of General
Kleber, as being in excellent health and fpirits.  They were clothed
in red; they did not lie in tents; and were become very hardy, and
well inured to the climate. The French had eftablifhed a carps of
troops, mounted on dromecdaries, of which they formed a breaft-
work, when expofed to the enemy’s fire. In this cafe the French
foldiers difmounted from them, tied one of the {ore legs, and placed
themfelves under fhelter, in the rear of the animals. From eight
hundred to a thoufand of the French troops were thus mounted,
and did great execution when oppofed to the Turks.

Mr. Morier failed on the evening of the 7th, in the New Adven-
ture tranfport, for Cyprus, on his way to Conftantinople. The re-
turn of the tranfport, which was to take in wood and water at Lar-
neca, was to be expeéled in the courfe of cight or ten days.

On the morning of the 8th, aa Englifh gun-boat, commanded by
a lieutenant, arrived from Rhodes, and anchored off Jaffa. We
were informed by her commander, that the velocity of the current
of the Nile (which began to rife about the middle of the laft month)

into the ocean, was at leaft equal to four miles an hour.
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On the gth, at five in the morning, we accompanied the general
to the ground occupied by the Turkifh artillery: we found the
Vizier there, attended by his principal officers, and a band of mufi-
cians. A good praftice was made with the field-pieces and howit-
zers; and the target was beaten down by a topgis, or Turkifh gun-
ner, who received from the Grand Vizier a prefent of feveral fequins.
On the return of his Highnefs to his tent, he partook of the amufe-
ment of a djerid party, which I have a]rcady' cxplaincd to confift of
fcveral combatants, mounted, and armed with long fticks, or wands.
Thefe they dart at each other with great dexterity, checking their
horfes while on full fpeed, each fkilfully avoiding the flroke his ad-
verfary aims at him. In this militzry fport, or exercife, the Grand
Vizier difplayed great addrefs and good horfemanthip; while fevéral
Mamelukes and Turks were galloping round the field, and amufing
themfelves in the fame. manner.

On this day we were encamped with the Turkifh army, all the
ncceflary preparations having been made to that effe@.  Qur tents
were very agrecably pitched in the midft of gardens filled with orange,
lemon, pomegranate, fig, and mulberry trees: on the whole, indeed,
our fituation was very chgible, and contiguous to a well of excellent
water. We were, however, but indifferently fupplied with vege-~
tables, which confifted merely of a few - gourds, ockres, and cucum-
bers ; but we had plenty of cxcellent mutton and poultry. Our pro-
vifions were furnifhed by the Grand Vizier; and, in addition to the
mikmendar, or provider, I have already noticed, a bayra&ar, or
ftandard-bearer, together with a party of Janiffarics, commanded by

a colonel, were attached to the miffion, and encamped with it.
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After having amufed himfelf, as T have defcribed, the Grand Vizier
infpeéted our men, who were drawn up in readinef§ to receive him,
and who went through the manual exercife to his entire fatisfa&ion,
From the information I could colle&, it appeared, that the Turkifly
forces in the encampment confifted of about fifteen thoufand fight-
ing men. It was expected that the Mamelukes, feveral hundreds
of whom were already attached to the Turkifh army, would furnifth
a very confiderable augmentation.

The principal officers of the Porte at the encampment were the
Grand Vizier, the Kiabey, or Vizier's licutenant, who tranfacts the
affairs of the home department, the Tefterdar, or treafurer, and the
Reis Effendi, or fecretary of ftate for forcign affairs. A concife ac-
count of the Vizier, and of the Reis Effendi, the moft diftinguifhed
of thefe perfonages, will probably not be unacceptable to the reader.

Youzouf Zia Pacha was, at the time of our arrival in Syria, about
fixty years of age. He was originally a Georgian [lave, and became
the Toutoun Bachi, or mafter of the pipes, of the Pacha of Erzoum.
This office, which he held with great hdelity, affords me an oppor-
tunity to introduce the portrait, Plate V1., of an Ich Aga, or Toutoun
Bachi, in his appropriate coftume, and bearing the infignia or im-

plements of his officc.

On the death of his mafter, Youzouf Zia Pacha fucceeded to his

government, and condudted himfelf with fo much prudence and

moderation, as to gain the entire confidence and affe@ion of his fib-

jedts. Having in this {tation acquired great riches, he afterwards

obtained the rank of pacha of two tails, and, at the commencement

of the war between Turkey and France, was elevated to the dignity
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of Grand Vizier. In thé month of April, 1799, he was ordered by
the Grand Seignor to take on him the command of the army, which
was about to aét againtt the French in Egypt; and was at that time
ratfed to the rank of a pacha of three tails.

In confequence of an accident at a djerid party, Youzouf Zia
Pacha has loft an eye. He is affable and courtcous; and has, on a
variety of occafions, evinced his humanity, never nflicting a punifh-
ment unlefs on the moft urgent occafions.

Mahmoud Reif Effendi, the Reis Effendi, was, at the time above
mentioned, between forty and fifty years of age. During a relidence
of four years in England, as fecretary to the Turkifh ambaffador,
he acquired a great fund of general information: he fpcaks the
French language very fluently, and is juftly confidered as a man
poflefling much ai)ility and mformation.

An opportunity will occur, more confiftently with the order of my
narrative, of prefenting the reader with a particular account of the
Turkith army in camp; [ thall, thercfore, proceed to a concife de-
feription of Jaffa, in the vicinity of which it was ftationed. Jaffa
is fituated on an eminence: nearly in the centre of the town is an
old ruinous building, called the citadel, on the top of which is a
round cafemated towér, provided with one or two wretched picces
of ordnance. This work, which by no means appears calculated to
repel the attack of an enemy from without, feems rather intended to
overawe the place itfelf, in the event of inteftine commotion.

The city is furrounded by a ftone wall, provided, at certain dif-
tances, with towers alternately fquare and round. Notwithitanding

this wall cannot boaft of any great ftrength, it fufficed to force
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Bonaparte’s army to break ground, and to ercét batteries againft it
to the fouthward, After a breach had been effected, the Trench
troops {tormed, and carried the place. It was probably owing to the
obftinate defence made by the Turks, that the French commander
in chief was induced to give orders for the horrid maffacre which
fucceeded. Four thoufand of the wretched mhabitants, who had
furrendered, and who had, in vain, implored the mercy of their
conquerors, were, together with a part of the late Turkifh garrifon
of El-Arifh (amounting, it has been faid, to five or fix hundred)
dragged out in cold blood, four days after the French had obtained
poffeffion of Jaffa, to the fand hills, about a league diftant, in the way
to Gaza, and there moft inhumanly put to death. I have feen the
fkeletons of thefe unfortunate victims, which lie feattered over the
hills, a modern Golgotha, which remains a lafting difgrace to a na-
tion calling itfelf civilized. It would give pleafure to the author of
this work, as well as to every liberal mind, to hear thefe facts contra-
difted on fubftantial evidence. Indeed, I am forry to add, that the
charge of cruclty againft the French general does not reft here. It
having been reported that, previoufly to the retreat of the French
army from Syria, their commander in chicf had ordered all the
French fick at Jaffa to be potfoned, I was led to make the enquiry
to which every one who fhould have vifited the fpot would naturally
have been dire@ed, refpedting an a& of fuch fingular, and, it thould
feem, wanton inhumanity. It concerns me to have to ftate, not
only that fuch a circamflance was pofitively afferted to have hap-
pened ; but that, while in Egypt, an individual was pointed out to

us, as having been the executioner of thefe diabolical commands.
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After the French had retreated from Syria, the Turks filled up the
" Lreach which had been made, and repaired the wall and other damages.

Owing to its rocky and fhelving coaft, Jaffa is pretty fecure from
an attack by fea, which would be rendered extremely hazardous by
the violence of the furf, and the heavy fwell from the weftward. The
anchorage off’ the port is very bad, owing to the extreme unevennefs
of the ground, which abounds in rocks and fhoals for a confiderable
extent of coaft.

There are at Jaffa two convents, or monafteries, one belonging to
the Greek, the other to the Latin church. In thefe religious eftab-
liflhments the pilgrims refide, on their way to Jerufalem, which 1s
diftant about twelve lcagues, or hours, journcy; but arc obliged to
pay for the hofpitality with which they arc welcomed.  As well as
Jerufalem, Jaffa makes a part of Palcﬂinc, or the Holy Land, and 1s
the Joppa of the facred writings, The inhabitants, before the place
fell into the hands of the French, confifted almoft exclufively of Arabs:
they are now a mixture of Arabs and Turks; but the former are fhill
the moft numerous. On the fuccefsful progrefs of the French in
Syria, the principal and more wealthy of the inhabitants fled to Jeru-
falem, with their effeéts and merchandize, in confequence of which
trade ‘was altogether at a ftand during our ftay there. In times,
however, of greater tranquillity, its commerce cannot be otherwife
than flourifhing, fince, independently of the advantages of a fea-port,
it maintains an intercourfe by land with Damafcus, Jerufalem, and
feveral other places of no little importance in its vicinity. Its prefent
population may. be eftimated at from one thoufand to fifteen hundred
fouls., ‘The {treets are very narrow, uneven, and dirty, and are rather

5
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entitled to the appellation of alleys, than of flreets. The houfes are
conftructed of a white, friable, calcareous ftone, and terraced ; but,
on the {core of filth, as well as of want of {pace, many of them are
little better than pig fties. It is not unufual, indeed, to fee the in-
mates and the cattle herd together in thefe dwellings.

On the French entering Jaffa, in the poffeffion of which they re-
mained during forty days, it underwent a complete pillage, infomuch
that the women and female children loft the few ornaments they
carried about them, and with which they decorated the head, neck,
and ears. Thefe ornaments were of various'defcriptions of coins, fuch
as paras, {fequins, piafires, &c. The gardens of Jaffa have been long
celebrated ; but fince the, vifit the French paid to that place, and the
fubfequent cantonment of the Turkith army in its vicinity, they have
ceafed, in a great meafare, to poflefs the beauties which rendered them
thus worthy of naotice.

While I am engaged in this dcfcrip:tion of the place, I am induced
to anticipate the order of the narrative by an obfervation, that Jatta,
being the principal depdt for the Grand Vizier's army, and the only
port on the coaft of Syria adapted to the important military fervice in
which he was engaged, his Highnefs was, from thefe confiderations,
anxious to give it every poflible fecurity. TFor this purpofe plans
were delivered to him by General Koehler, and dire@tions given to
Licutenant-colonel Holloway, to carry them into execution. They
were accordingly in a great meafure completed, when General Moore
came to our encampment from the Britith army, under the command

of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, with the glad tidings of its arrival at
Marmarice Bay.
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A faithful view of the town of Jaffa will be found in Plate ViI.

On the 11th, in thc morning, I fet out at fun-rife, in company
with Signor Bofart, phyfician to the Grand Vizier, to ride through
the Turkith encampment: after vifiting every part of which, we
alighted at the tent of Mohammed Cafhef, 1 Mameluke chief. We
were there entertained with fruits, cheefe, pipes, coffee, and other
refrefhments.  In the evening we went to a bath within the camp,
being the one which was frequented by th;? Grand Vizier. On our
entering, the thermometer was at 86 in the fhade. We remained in
the apartment of the warm bath half an hour, and went through the
ufual difcipline of ferubbing and walhing. The heat was very agree-
able, the thermometer not rifing higher than 104 : my pulfe beat 80
ftrokes in a minute, and the perfpiration was by no means fo profuf¢
as on the former occafion, in the baths of Conftantinople. On -our
return to the outer apartment, which confifted of a- tent fitted up
with bedding and other conveniencies, we repofed ourfelves for half
an hour, during which time we were furnifhed with pipes and coffee.
We departed, highly refrefhed by our bath, for which we paid each
two piaftres and a half. It would appear by this recital, that the
Turks, even when in camp, do not negleét to provide themielves with
the luxuries which their domeftic habits have in a manner rendered
indifpenfable. In a fituation like the above, the fitting up of a warm
bath, with all the requifites and convenicncies which the Turks require,
muft have been an undertaking of no eafy accomplifhment.

About this time feveral of our people were affected with an inflam-
matory cutaneous eruption, which fpread itfelf over the furface of the
body and limbs, and produced a very unpleafant fenfation of fmarting

52
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and itching. It proved to be the prickly heat, by which ftrangers
are ufually attacked on their coming into a warm climate; and may,
perhaps, be afcribed to the check given to the perfpiration, which is
very profufe during the intenfe heat of the day, by the cool air of the
mornings and evenings. Volney makes mention of an eruption pecu-
liar to Egypt, in the months of June and July, which feems to cor-
refpond with the above-mentioned complaint, and which he aferibes
to a feparation of vicious humours.

On the 13th I paid a vifit to Ofman Bey, one of the Mameluke
chiefs, who was indifpofed; and alfo, at his requeft, to one of the
cachefs. I took the precaution to be accompanied by an interpreter,
Ofman Bey, who was advanced in years, his age bordering on fixty-
five, appeared not to be ill informed, and was very inquifitive relative
to the manufactures and commerce of Great Britain. We had much
converfation together on a variety of topics.

During the day ti:rnc the wind blew from the fouth-weft, from fin-
rife to fun-fet, when the land breeze came on, and prevailed during
the night, throughout the whole extent of coaft. This local wind
cxtends two or three leagues only at fea, on this account, that the
air, rarefied by the heat of the day, and afterwards condenfed by the
cold of the night, rufhes alternately from the land to the fea, and from
the {ca to the land. _

' This cvening Captain Lacy arrived at the encampment from Con-
ftantinople, having executed the orders entrufted to him by Lord
Elgin, 1n carrying difpatches to the Vizier, &c.

For a confiderable time there was an utter {tagnation of events

in the Turkifh camp; but on the 26th it was very currently reported
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J
that the French had reached Catich in great force. In confequence
of thcfc-rurhours, the ereCion of {feveral new works having been fug-
gefted to the Grand Vizier, they were immediately commenced, under
the dire@ion of Lieutenant-colonel Holloway. In the concife defcrip-
tion I have given of Jaffa, I have already obferved that, as it was
deemed the moit convenient fea-port on the coaft of Syria for the
operations of the Ottdman forces, the intention was to convert it into
a general depdr,

I introduce the following anecdote to evince, among other fads,
the very unenlightened-condition of the Tarks, without excepting even
their principal men, in whatever regards the fciences. General Koehler
was requefted by the Grand Vizier to havea map of the world {ketched
out for him. This requeft having been commplied with, aconverfation
enfued, in which the general, having the plan before him, told his
Highnefs, among other particilars, that the earth was round.  This
information caufed no fmall degree of furprife to the Tuarkifh minifter :
and it épliéarcd, by his reply, that he was difpofed to doubt the truth
of the affertion. < If," he obferved, ¢ the earth is round, how can
“ the pecople, and other detached objedts on the half beneath, be pre-
“ vented from falling off ?"—When he was told that the carth revolved
round the fun, he difplayed an equal degree of {cepticifim, obferving,
that if that was the cafe, the thips bound from Jaffa to Conftantinople,
inftead of proceeding to that capital, would be carried to London, or
clfewhere. So much for the aftronomical and geographical knowledge
of a Turkifh ftatefman !

On the evening of the 27th, as Mr. Read, the draught{man, and

myfelf were returning from a fhort pedeftrian excurfion, we were
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accofted by two Tlurkifh foldiers; one of whom, a black, behaved in
a moft difrefpeful manner, and even threatened our lives.” Hec went
(o far, indeed, as to put his hand to his fword; but, on our afluming

a bold and {pirited air, he feemed firprifed at onr confidence, muttered
fomething, and allowed us to pafs.

On the following morning the troops ‘commanded by Mahomed
-Pacha returned to the encampment. They had been fent to Nablous
to fupprefs an infurretion, faid to be excited by the Pacha of that
place, who was {fufpected of meditating a plan to join the army of
Dgezar Pacha. This was onc of the accounts: but it was faid, on
the other hand, that the movement of Mahomed Pacha had for its
~obje& the layin g of the Pacha of Nablous under contribution, and ex-
torting from him a fum of money. Be this as it may, the affair was
amicably fettled. _

The Janiflary Aga had this day a converfation with General Kochler,
in which hc warned the Britifh officers not to walk fingly in the camp,
as 1n fuch a cafe he could not be anfwerable for the condu of his
people. He therefore recommended to us to be conftantly accompa-
nicd by a ..Tan'iﬂ"ar}r, as a guard. This circumftance is mentioned to
cvince the peculiar and very delicate (ituation in which we werc
placed among the Turkifh troops.

- On the 31t the Kallem Bafhi, the officer who has the charge of
the Vizier's writing implements, &c. was found murdered in the
camp.

On' the 2d of Auguft the New Adventure tranfport arrived from
Cyprus, which place the had left fourteen days befo;rc,'having been
fwept by the currents towards Alexandretta, '
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In the cvening I rode through the gardens of Jaffa, where I faw a
great abundance of prickly pear-trees, which are emplbycd as fences,-
and are admirably well adapted to that purpofe. The natives are very
fond of the fruit. The grapes werc ripened, and were, as well as the
figs, of an excellent quality, ‘With refped to the water-melons, they
wecre {o large, that at dinner, fome days before, one was brought to us
which weighed twenty-five pounds.

A party of Turkifh foldiers, confifting of about three hundred, left
the camp on the morning of the 3d, for El-Arifh ; and, in the even-
ing, Mahomed Pacha, with two thoufand men, fet off for the fame
deftination.

A confiderable reinforcement of troops from the eaftward reached

thec camp on the 5th; and in the evening we were informed, that
{everal laden camels, with their attendants; had come in from Grand
Cairo,
b On the morning of the 6th, Captain Lacy, of the royal enginccrs-,
fet off for El-Arifh, mounted on a hedjin, or dromedary, as were alfo
the perfons who accompanied him. On the following day, Mr.
Whitcman embarked on board the New Adventure tranfport, bound
to Cyprus. He was the bearer of difpatches for Lords Elgin and
Grenville, which werce to be forwarded to their refpective deftinations
by the Dritith conful at Larnica. The tranfport did not, however,
fail until the gth, at two in the morning, when fhe took the advan-
tage of the land breeze, which generally prevails at that carly part of
the day.

At the fame time fix hundred Albanians left the camp for El- Arifh.

I'madc an excurfion, in the cvening, to the fand hills (fituated neat.
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the fea-fide, and about three miles diftant from the cncampmcnt); the
fcene of the horrid maffacre of the captured Turks and Chriftians, by
the order of the French commander in chief, Bonaparte, fome days
after he had taken pofleflion of Jaffa. I have already touched on this
a&, {o inglorious to 1ts perpetrator, in the account 1 have given of thaﬁ
place; and I fhall add here, that the diftance of time which elapfed
after thefe poor wretches had furrendered, and which furnifhed a fit
opportunity for cool refle€lion, and the diftance of the fpot to which
they were led, at leaft a league from the place of their captivity, ma-
nifeft a pirit of diabolical revenge, of atrocious tyranny, which, for
the honour of human nature, it 1s to be trufted will never recur on any
future occafion, ameng civilized and enlightened nations, to blacken
the page of hiftory, and to fully the military character. The furface
of the ground had been fome time before thickly covered with the
{keletons of the victims; but at the time of my vifit they were much
fedllccd in number, the Grand Vizier having ordered a large hole to
be dug, into which as many as could be well collected were thrown.
Skulls, bones, remnants of clothing, &c. &c. were {lill, notwithftand-
ing, {cattered over every part of the hillocks:

In confequence of an invitation from the Grand Vizier to General
Koechler and officers, to be fpe@ators of the fkill and dexterity of the
Turkifh foldiers in the ufe of their fabres, we aflembled, on the 11th,
" in front of his Highnefs's tent. '

A caouk, or turban, being placed on a ftool, the Turks eut at it
with their fabres. Thofe who made the deepeft cuts were immedi-
ately rewarded with feveral fequins, which they received from the
hands of the Vizier. '
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As the turban was compofed of a mixture of wool and cotton,
covered over with thick cloth, it required no little adroitnefs and dex-
terity to penetrate into its fubftance by a blow of the fabre. Such,
however, was the cffet of praftice, that the impreffions made by the
Turkifh foldiers were very deep.

Letters were received on the 13th from Captain Lacy, who was
arrived at El-Arifh, and had experienced a flattering reception. In
the evening I took a ride along the {ea-fide, and {faw feveral jackals,
which abound in this part of the world.

On the 1th the Turks began to dig in the envimns of Jaffa, to
prepare the ground {or the ere@ion of feveral works for the better de-
fence of the place, under the direftion of Colonel Holloway. It was
at this time rcportgd, that the plaguc raged- with great violence
among the Mamelukes, in confequence of which fri& orders were
given by the general to avoid all communication with them. Mon-
fieur Franchini, a Ruffian agent, lay dangeroufly ill of the plague at
Jaffa.

In the courfe of the night we were much alarmed by the circum-
ftance of a ftranger having found his way into our tent. On calling
to the centinel, we found, after a little fearch, that our un{eafonaj)lc
vifitor was a poor infane Turk, who had been purfucd by one of‘his
countrymen from the camp, and had fought rcfuge in the tent.

Monfieur Franchini died on the 15th at night. He had been fent
by the Ruflian minifter at Conftantinople as an agent to keep up a
communication with the Turkifh minifters in camp, and to give an
account of the military operations. He had caught the peftilential
infection from two domeftics belonging to the Vizier's new dragoman,

T
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who were recently arrived from Cenftantinople, and both of whom
had fallen vi@ims to the difeafe. Monficur Franchini languifhed fix
days after the attack.

On the morning of the 17th two hundred Janiffarics arrived in the
camp from Conftantinople. In making an excurfion towards Gaza in
the afternoon, I miet with the bedy of an unfortunate man, who.had
juft been affaffinated. He had received two ftrokes of a fabre, one
of which had nearly fevered the head from the body. His turban had
been carried off; but the ftick which lay behind, and the ftyle of his
drefs, pointed him out as a wandering Arab.

On the 18th in the morning, General Koehler and the officers went
to a plain in the vicinity of the encampment, to be prefent at a re-
view of the Turkifh troops by his Highnefs the Grand Vizier. Ad-
joining to his own tent, which, being fitted up 1a the oriental, or
Perfian ftyle, far exceeded, 1n richnefs and magmﬁccncc, any thing
we had feen before, a tent was prepared. for our reception. The in-
fantry and artillery were drawn up 1h three bodies, that is, a main
body and two wings, nearly in a line, with the guns in:front. Whilc
the whole advanced flowly, a firing was kept up exclufively by the
artillery ; and the movement having been continued for the fpace of fix
or {even hundred yards, the troops faced te the ripht about, when, the
guns being again brought to their front, they returned to their former.
ground, firing in the fame manner as when they advanced. This
abfurd manceuvre was the only one they difplayed. During the whole
of the time the infantry remained with their arms fhouldered, the
Arnauts or Albanians thouting. In Yeturning, the Grand Vizier was

mounted on a fine Arabian horfe, richly caparifoned. His Highnefs
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was elegantly drefled, as were alfo his principal officers and attendants,
W.e were invited to join in the cavalcade, on its way back to the |
encampment.

About this time, in a converfation with our officers, the Grand
Vizier, in {peaking of the convention of El-Arifh, compared what
had been don_c on‘that occafion to a phyfician, who, having given to
his patient a dofe of medicine by which he was relieved, adminiftered
to him an after dofe, which rendered him worfe than he was at firft.

We were informed that the plaguc continued to rage with great
violence among the Mameclukes, infomuch that on the preceding
day, the 17th, one of their cachefs, or chiefs, had loft eighteen of his
men., There were at that time about fixteen hundred Mameluke
ti‘oops in the ;:amp.

A gun-boat belonging to Sir Sydney Smith’s fquadron arrived on
the afternoon of the 20th from Alexandria, with difpatches from Sir
Sydney and the Capitan Pacha to the Vizier and General. Through
this channel we were informed, that the Mercury, an Enghith frigate of
twenty-cight. guns, commanded by Captain Rogers, was to be daily
expelled at Jaffa.

Mr. Reynolds, commanding the gun-boat, and Mr. Spil{bury, the
furgeon, dined with us at the camp on the 22d. The latter defcribed
the twelve cafes of plague which he had feen on board Le Tigre, in
the courfe of the laft year, while that thip was off Acre. Major Fead,
he told me, had, before his death, all the {fymptoms of yellow fever,
In general, the fubjects who were attacked were of a robuft tempera-~
ment; and, among the predifpofing caufes, were to be reckoned the
abulfe of {pirituous liquors, and more cipecially, the dread and apprehen-

T2
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Sion of the plague. Mr. Spilfbury laid much ftrefs on the latter of

thefe caufes, giving it as his decided opinion, that the death of Colonel
Philipoe, who conftantly laboured under the moft alarming apprehen-
fions of an attack of that difeafe, was entirely owing to the anxicty
with which his mind was tortured by thefe diftrefling fears.

T'wo men were beheaded at Jaffa on the 23d, for felling {pirits and
wine to the troops.

Within the laft two days feveral of our men, who had imprudently
left off their flannel drefles, were attacked by fymptoras of fever arifing
from obftruted perfpiration. The evenings had latterly been cool
and damp, with confiderable falls of dew. The plague continued to
make great ravages among the Mamelukes, who had, according to
report, loft four hundred men, nearly the fourth of their whole
number. . |

The gun-boat, commanded by Mr. Reynolds, left Jaffa on the 24th,
She was to proceed to Acre, and thence to Cyprué, and, laftly, was
to join le Tigre, at that time cruifing off Cape Baffa. Another of
our gun-boats, the Mary Ann, had, we were informed » been loft on
the rocks near Larnica.

On the 25th, Mahmoud Raif, the newly appointed Reis Effendi,
arrived at the camp from Conftantinople, which place he had left
eighteen days before,

I made one of a party in an’ afternoon’s ride to two Arab villages,
the houfes of which were built with mud, ftones, and chopped firaw.
The women were covered by a thin loofe drefs of bluc cotton, and

wore over the face a black veil, which, on the whole, rendered their

appearance; to us at leaft, very difgufting. They are employed in
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the moft common drudgeries; and carry on their heads, in white
earthen veflels, honey, milk, and frefh water, They are the only
women who are allowed to come into the Turkith camp.

On our return towards the camp we faw feveral gazelles, or ante-
lopes, which we purfued, without being, however, able to overtake
them. To effect this would have required the aid of dogs. We were,
notwithftanding, told, that inftances had occurred, in which. the Arabs,
mounted on their fleet horfes, had kept pace with thefe animals, and
had fucceeded in catching them, by dartlng a ftick bctween their legs,
and thus impeding their flight.

About fifteen hundred cavalry arrived on the- 26th from Konieh.
Their complexion was very dark, and their drefs ﬁngular They
- were well mounted : ; and in general tall and perfonable men.
~ On the 27th, Mr. Vinchenzo, our dragoman, or interpreter, was
taken fuddenly i1l with fymptoms of fever. As he had Had occafional
intercourfe with the Mamelukes, among whom a great mortality fill
prevailed ; and as his complaint bore a very unfavourable afpeél, the
general, with great prudence, ordered him to be fent to the town on
the following day.

On the morning of the 28th, the officers of the miffion accompa-
nied the general on-a vifit to the new Reis Effendi. I have already.
given a fketch of his chara&er, in fpeaking of the principal officers in
the Turkifh camp. He is certainly far fuperior to the Turks in ge-
neral, both in manners and intelligence ; and this may be afcribed to
his having feen and mixed with fociety in various parts of Europe.

His appearance indicated alively and cheerful difpofition. In{peaking
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of the plague, which was entirely confined to the Mamelukes, he ob-
ferved, that the feafon for it was juft pafled, fince on the 16th of Au-
guft, old ftyle (the preceding day), it was generally confidered that,
in the diftriéts where it had made its appearance, 1ts ravages would
ceafe.—~te feemed to entertain a great partiality for the Englith na-
tion ; and thewed us an Englith fabre and a pair of piftols which he
had purchafed in London. The latter were made by Bennett near
the Royal Exchange.

On the 30th, his Highnefs the Grand Vizier went in ftate to lay
the firlt ftone of the intended new baftion. He was met on the
ground by the miffion ; and in the vicinity of the work, tents were
pitched for the reception of his Highnefs and the officers. After
having taken coffee and other refrefhments, he proceeded with great
pomp to the foundations, which had been dug out. A prayer having
been repeated with much folemnity by one of the Turkifh priéﬂts,
accompanied by the Vizier himfelf, as well as by all the officers of
ftate and other Muflulmen prefent, the ftone was laid, and a {mall
mallet, covered with velvet, handed to his Highnefs. With this.
mallet he ftruck the flone three times, repeating folemnly a fhort
prayer. In this ceremony he was followed by cach of the officers of
{tate and attendants, at the fame time that feveral theep were facri-
ficed. The ftone havmo' been fprmlded with the blood of thefe ani-
mals, was covered over with a plate of copper on which an infcription
had been engraven. This ceremony being conclided, the whole of
the company returned to the tents, where the general, and Lieutenant-

colonel Holloway, *commanding the royal engineers, were invefted
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by the Grand Vizier with pelices; and Major Fletcher with a be-
niche, or robe of honagur.  On this occafion a vaft concourfe of people
were aflembled. _

On the morning of this day the tranfport arrived from Larnica,
whither fhe had been difpatched on fervice. chcml.qf the women
on board laboured under an eryfipelatous inflammation of the eyes,
which had attacked them fuddenly, while at Larnica. without any
previous indifpofition. The children. alfo had a fimilar affceQion of
the eyes; but it had not manifefted itfelf on.any of the feamen,

A corps of Albanians, confifting of about one thoufand, left the
camp on the evening of the 31ft for El-Arifh. The departure of
troops from the Turkifh encampment was, as well as their arrival,
cuftomarily announced by the difcharge of _muﬂ;ctﬁ loaded with balls,
which, flying at random.in every. dire&ion, endangered the lives of all
thofe who were within their reach. This pra&ice of firing with bul-
lets, which 15 followed in every Turkifh camp, was indéed become fo
frequent, that we were under conftant apprehenfions of being fhot.
Our tents were repeatedly pierced by the balls; and one of our men,
an armourer, was, while at work in our camp, wounded in the fhoul-
der by a mufket ball. The Turkith foldiers, who furnith their own
ammunition. at all times, except on the day of battle, when it is pro-
vided for them, conceive they have a right to amufe themfelves in
this manner, at their pnvate cxpcnfe

On the 1ft of September I reccived a letter from C'lptaln Lacy, of
the royal engincers, dated at the camp of El-Arfh, the 2¢th of
Auguft, in which he informed me, that during the preceding ten days

he had, as well as his fervant, fuffered feverely from a dyfenteric com-
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plaint. T flated to the general, by letter, my opinion of the neceflity
of having him removed to Jaffa: and in confequence of this reprcfén-
tation, Major Fletcher embarked on board the tranfport on the 3d, to
proceed to El-Arifh, and rclieve the above officer in his duty.

I had caught feveral camelions, one of which was found dead in its
cage.  Being defirous to know the caufe of its death, I diffe&ed ie,
and, on opening the inteftine, found withinfide a portion of a {mall
twig, about an inch in length; and, a little farther downwards, a de-
licate white round worm, nearly four inches in’ length, which was
alive. I was much pleafed with the fingular conformation of this
little animal, from the mouth of which I drew a white tender fub-
{tance; between five and fix_inches in length, and of the thicknefs of
o goofe quill. Having an incrcafed width at its extremity, it had
fommewhat the appcearance of an inverted cone, and was filled with an
extremely vifcid and tenacious whitith fluid. This defcription of
tongue, or weapon, as it may be more properly termed, nature has
Tupplied to the animal to enable it to feize on its prey. I had rcpeat-
edly obferved my camelions dart it forth fuddenly, to the diftance of
five or {ix inches, and in this manner catch flies with an equal promp-
titude and certainty. The vifcid and tenacious quality of the fluid
fufficiently explains its ufe. By applying the point of a probe dipped
m 1t to the bodxcs of ﬂles, I dctamcd them for fomc txmc The pulpy
fubftance of which the dart, or tonguc, 18 compoﬂ:d i3 projected for-
wards by a triangular cartilaginous ring, to which it is attached, and
which is feated at the pofterior part of the mouth. This cartilage is
- compofed of rings, like the trachea in animals.

"The capacious lungs are compofed of a number of fmall and delicate
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cclls, tinged of a fine crimfon colour. On cutting into the heart,
- the blood iflued, but of a darker colour than that contained in tho
delicate pulmonary cells. The liver, which was of a darkifh hue,
was fomewhat large in proportibn to the fize of the animal; and
the gall bladder was filled with bile of a dark green colour.  Only
one common flraight gut was perceptible. Several {mall round fub-
ftances, nearly of the fize of a vetch, and of a deep yellow colour,
lay conncéted together in the lower part of the abdomen; as did
alfo two lobes, fimilar to the lungs of an animal. Thefe were likewife
of a deep yellow, or orange-colour, and were nearly of the fize of a
{mall Windfor bean. It is evident, from this account of the con-
formation:of\thc animal, that thofe who cheriflicd the old error of
its exifting upon air, muft have beeu very inaccurate obfervers.

The camelions were very numerous in the camp, and frequently
entered the tents in fearch of their prey.

We were informed on the 5th, by our dragoman, that the Mame-
lukes cncamped at Jaffa had loft about cight hundred men, cithcrl
by the plague or by defertion; and that the greater part of thofe
commanded by Ibrahim Bey had fallen vidtims to difeafe. On
the following day we were thrown into a confiderable degree of
alarm by a report made by another of the dragomen, or interpreters,
who told us, that he had difcovered the /zis (groom) leading a pefti-
fcrous fubje@ into our camp. This information proved to be well
founded; and the fubjedt in quc&foxzn was inftantly removed.

A detachment of Arnauts, about a thoufand in number, joined
the camp on the 7th, having been conveyed to Jaffa by fea. Reports

u



146 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

were in circolation that the French had landed new reinforcements
of troops in Egy pt.

The tranfpor€, having on board Captain Lacy, who was fomewhat
recovered from his indifpofition, returned to Jaffa on the 8th. She
brought intelligence that it was the determination of the Capitan
Pacha, and of Sir Sydney Smith, to renew the blockade of Alex-
andria.

On the 10th, aletter, dated at El-Arifh, was received from Major
Fletcher, who had had an attack of fever, and was dangcrouﬂy 1ll.
The tranfport was in confequence ordered to proceed to El-Arifh,
to bring him back., About this time Ofman Bey, a Mameluke

chief, died of the plague at Jaffa; as did alfo Yuzef Pacha,
the cachefs.

one of

Difpatches from Lord Elgin were received by.thc general on the
13th; ﬁnd on the following morning the Englifh frigate the Mer-
cury anchored off Jaffa. She had left England about four months,
had touched at Tripoli, and feveral other ports of the Mediterranean,
and was laft from Acre, which place fhe had quitted the evening
before. Advices were brought to camp that Djezar Pacha was em-

ployed in fortifying the works of Acre.
On the evening of the 18th the Mercury frigate failed from Jaffa,

having on board difpatches of great importance. The news of the
furrender of the illand of Malta to the Britifh troops, tranfrmitted by

the Capitan Pacha, were communicated to the general by the Grand

Vizier and Reis Effendi.

On the 20th’ in the morning, a detachment of troops, confifting
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of about a thoufand horfemen, arrived in the camp from Aleppo,
chaunting hymns on their route. They were better mounted and
equipped than any of thofe who had recently joined the Vizier's
army.

A heavy firing was heard in the camp on the morning of the 25th.
We found, on enquiry, that it was occafioned by the difpleafure of
the Arnauts, who had become greatly exafperated at an attempt
which was made to mufter them. The Grand Vizier entertained:
a fufpicion that their chiefs drew a greater number of rations for
their troops than thofe to which they were entitled, It indeed ap-
peared that this practice was become fo frequent among them as to
require an abfolute check ; but fuch was the menacing afpe& which
the Arnauts had aflumed, that his Highunefs deemed it prudent to
relinquifh this meafure on the prefent occafion. 1 fhall tuke an op-
portunity hereafter to give a particular account of thefe people, who
were able to render themfelves thus formidable, notwithftanding
they conftituted but an inconfiderable part of the Turkifh army.

About this time we were highly amufed by feveral Egyptian jug-
glers, who came into camp, and who, to our no fmall furprife, per-
formed a varicty of tricks with great ncatnefs and dexterity. Thefe
people travel through every part of the country, and contribute ef-
{entially to the entertainment of the inhabitants,

A great number of jackals came almoft every evening into the
camp, in fearch of their prey, and kept up a continued yell, equal to
that of a large pack of hounds in full cry, though much lufs mufical.
What with the yelping of thefe animals, the howling of the dog

and the braying of the afles and mules, a hideous noife was produced,

Sy
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which we fhould have decmed incredible, if it had not conftantly
affailed our aftonifhed ears.

A Turkifh camp, in which the carcafles of horfes, camels, afles,
and mules, luy {cattered in great abundance, muft have furnifhed a
high treat to the voracious jackals, who could not fail to find there
whatever was requifite to appeafe their hunger. They infeft every
part of Syria, where they are very numerous. During the day they
confine themfelves to their-holesand lurking places; but fally out at
night, in large bodies, in fearch of their food. They then rendez-
vous 1n the neighbourhood of the towns and villages, molefting the
inhabitants by the moft difagrecable of all howlings. They feed
with complacency on the moft filthy and odious fubftances; and
their cruelty, in the warfare they carry on againft other animals, is .
equal to their rapacity. _

-On the 1t of O&ober feveral difcharges of mufketry were heard
clofe to our camp, and furnifhed a new evidence of the undifeiplined
ftate of the Turkifh troops, who had been difputing among them-
felves, and had proceeded to extremities. This event, which hap-
pened fo near to us, excited i us a confiderable degree of apprehen-
fion, as well as of furprife,

Nearly five hundred Arnauts having deferted from the camp on
the 4th, the Vizier difpatched in their purfuit two thoufand Dehlis,
who returned, however, without having accomplifhed their object.

In a Turkifh army, the Dehlis, whofe name implies defperadoes,
or madmen, form a part of the light cavalry. They boaft, not with-
out reafon. of their courage and temcriéy; and are faid to feel no

hefitation in undcrfaking the moft daring enterprifes. They are
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armed and equipped nearly in the fame manner as the other Turkifh
- military, with the cxception, that they wear a very high cap ofa
cylindrical form, made.of pafteboard, and covered either with fheep-

ikin died of a black colour, or with black cloth. This cap 1s fecured

to the head by a coloured muflin or cotton handkerchicf. One of .
thefe horfemen, accoutered and equipped for {ervice, is reprefented
in Plate VIII,

About this time Lieutenant-colonel Holloway and Major Hope
were refpedtively requefted by the mikmendar attached to the mif-
fion, to give orders to their men not to fmoke in pafling the tent of
the Grand Vizier, left they thould be infulted by the Turkith mili-
tary, contrary to whofe cuftom this prattice was. A caution, founded
on fo:prudcntiql a motive, was, it may naturally be fuppofed, not
negleéted. .

On the 7th Mahomed Pacha reached the camp from Ramla,
with troops, by whom the ufial difchérgcs of mufketry were made
on entering the ground ; and on the 14th Haflan Bey Djadavi quit-
ted the camp for El-Arifh, with a corps of five hundred Mamelukes.

Here my narrative is about to take a new turn, A vifit to Jeru-
falem, and other parts of the Holy Land, had been for fome time
projected ; and the ftate of ina&ion in which we found ourfelves at
this jun&ure prompted us to gratify our ardent curiofity, by the ac-

complifhment of fuch a journey, the particulars of which I {hall
now proceed to detail,
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CHAPTER IX.

PROGRESS THROUGH THE HOLY LAND—RUINS OF A TOWER ERECTED 1IN
HONOUR OF FORTY MARTYRS5—ARARIAN DWELLINGS—RAMLA—-DATE-
TREES-—OPHTEHALMIA—~—RESIDENCE OF THE JEWISH MONARCHS—5T. JE-
ROM-—ARRIVAL AT JERUSALEM—SITUATION OF THAT CITY—SOLOMON'S
TEMPLE—RESIDENCE OF PONTIUS PILATE—EXTRAORDINARY THREAT
OF BONATARTE-—MOUNT OF OLIVES—-DAVID'S TOWER—HOLY SEPUL~
CHRE—SCENE OF OUR SAVIOUR'S SUFFERINGS—TOMBE OF BALDWIN—
HUMANITY AND GOOD SENSE OF A TURKISH SANTON-——VISIT FILOM THE
MUFTI—ARMENIAN CONVENT~-HEAD OF 57T. JAMES—MOUNT SION—
BETHLEM—TEMFLE OF ST. CATHARINE—POOLS OF SOLOMON-—GAR-
DENS OF SOLOMON—BIRTH-PLACE OF OUR SAVIOUR—RECEPTACLE OF
THE MURDERED INNOCENTS—TOMB OF 5T. JEROM-—CDN'\‘;ENT oF 57.
CATI{ARINE;—INI{ABITANTS OF BETHLEM—SEPULCHRES OF THE KINGS
—SEPULCHRE OF 'THE VIRGIN MARY-—VALLEY OF JI:JHDSA.I’HA‘];‘—ILI-
PRESSION OF DUR SAVIOUR'S FOOT OW THE MOUNT OF OLIVES—TOMES
OF ABSALOM AND ZECHARIAH—WELLS OF NEHEMIAH—BURIAL-PLACH
OF KING DAVID—CONVENT OF 5T. HELENA—BIRTH-PLACE OF JOMN
THE BAPTIST—IOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA—TOPOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT QF
THE MOST INTERESTING OBJECTS IN THE HOLY LAXD.

ON the morning of the 15th of O¢ober, before break of day, we

left the camp on our way to Jerufalem. Our party confifted
of the general and Mrs. Koehler, Major Hope, Captain Leake,
Mefl. Chandler, Whiteman, Pink, and myfelf,. We were accompa-~
nied by the choarbagi, a party of Janiffaries, a fmall detachment of
Turkifh horfemen, and other guards and attendants. After a very
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agreeable ride of three hours, we arrived at Ramla, within a quarter
of a mile of which we met with a large ruin, having a fquare fteeple,
and a gallery above, in afcending to which we counted an hundred
and twelve fteps. It is faid that it was formerly much loftier than it
is at prefent, and was ere@ed in honour of the forty martyrs who
fuffered death in Armenia. In our route from this place, we ﬁaﬁ'ed
through feveral Arab villages, while others were fcattered to the
‘right and left. In thefe villages the caves or dwellings were con-
ftrudted of flones and mud, ill compa&ed together, and of a round
form, refembling that of a bee-hive, with a fmall hole for the en-
trance, which ferved at the fame time to admit the air, and to
afford a paflage to the fmoke. The roofs of thefe dwellings, in
which, wretched as they were, the Arab cul tivators were condemned
to pafs their lives, were formed of bufhes, ftraw, and other fimilar
matcrmls, covered with mud. .

We took up our abode for the remainder of the day, and for the
night, in the Latin convent at Ramla, The country in the vicinity
of this convent, a plain of {everal miles in extent, is extremely fertile,
and, if it was well cultivated, would afford, independently of a rich
pafturage for cattle, an abundance of grain ;~—I might indeed fay of
all that is ncccﬁ’ary for the fupport of man. Within the town, the
houfes are built of ftone, and are provided with domes and terraces,
Nothth{’candmg, at the time of our vifit, many of them were, from
the ftate of the country, unoccupied, they exhibited in general a
much more refpeclable appearance than thofe of Jaffs. Prior to the
war, there was in this place an extenfive foap manufactory ; but the

building in which it had been carried on, having been fince de-
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ferted, had fallen in rums.  We were infermed on our arrival that
Mahomed Pacha had reached Ramla the preceding cvening.

The choice of the Arabs, in ere@ing their buildings, and in form-
ing themfelves 1nto a congregated fociety, appears to have been con-
ftantly direéted to an elevated fituation, in contradiftincion to the
ancient practice in Europe, where it has been remarked, that the
vallies and low grounds have been generally fele@ed for the fite of
the towns and villages. This remark particularly applies to the more
northern parts of Europe, where, in addition to the convenience of
procuring a better fupply of water, a fhelter from the inclement
winds was to be defired. In the burning clime of Afia, on the other
hand, every breeze was to be courted ; and this may perhaps explain
the motive by which the Arabs were originally influenced in the
pofition of their towns, That of Ramla is fituated on rifing ground,
commaﬁding a very extenfive view of the level, open country, by
which it is furrounded on all fides.

As we had brought with us our own bedding, and other conve-
niencies, we were foon fettled in the convent, which afforded us
nothing but the bare walls; and having procured provifions, the
cook whom we had taken the precaution to bring with us, began
his operations, and foon fupplied us with a good dinner.  After hav-
ing taken this refrefhment, we went into the town, and faw the
female inhabitants bufied in mak'ing a kind of cotton cloth for their
garments. We next proceeded to the bazar, or market, which was
but indifferently fupplied with a few fruits and vegetables, fuch as
dates, figs, lemons, cucumbers, &c. 'We obferved {everal date-trees,

with fruit on them, diftributed among the buildings; and their
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appearance, thus blended as they were with the houfes, was extremely
pi¢tureique. Without the town we noticed a {mall pottery for the
fabrication of vafes to hold water. Ramla was anciently a city, but
1s now an open town only, under the government of the Pacha of
Jerufalem and Gaza, Mahomed Pacha.

In this place the minarets of the mofques differ very eflentially
from all thofe we had before noticed. It contains three convents
for the reception of the pilgrims on their way to the holy city.

It was painful to me to obferve that the difeafe of the eyes, fo
common in thefé countries, prevailed very generally, and that with
great violence, among the poorer clafles at Ramla.  Both young and
old were alike afflited by blindnefs. This was not furprifing, fince
it was ealy to trace In their fqualid and meagre countenances the
manifeft caufes of difeafe, namely, the want of a good, nourifhing diet,
and the neceflary clothing to encourage and keep up the excretions of
the fkin. The drefs of the females confifted of a blue cotton chemife
only, rc:ﬁ:mbling the frock of an Englifh peafant, and reaching nearly
to the ankles, with a broad belt, or girdle, faftened about the waift.
The men were drefled in a fimilar manner, but with a white inftead
of a blue chemife, and were for the greater part without fhoes.

In the evening we paid a vifit to Mahomed Pacha, a great fa-
vourite of the Vizier, and very ufeful to him in the country, asa
colleftor of the tributes.  His reception was of the moft friendly
kind; and he offered us every affiftance on our route, promifing to
fend forward a meflenger, to give notice, at the places through which
we were to pafs, of our approach, together with fuch orders as might
facilitate our views, After havin

g taken the refrefhments which

x



154 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKELY,

were prefented o us, we returned to the convent, where the general
gave us notice to be in readine(s to fet forward on the following
morning at day -break.

We accordingly left Ramla at five in the morning of the 16th,
and, after a ride of three hours over the plain, came to an Arab vil-
lage, named Caidla, where St. James was decapitated. In this village
we faw the method employed by the Arabs to preferve their corn
from pillage and fire. It confifts in digging decp pits, fimilar to
wells, in which. the corn is ftored up, as in a granary. Haviﬁg
breakfafted, we aguin fet forward on our Jjourney about nine o'clock,
pafling through 2 plain, near to which was a village, called Latrun,
faid to have been once the refidence of the kings of the Jews. To
the left of the village the ruins of a building were pointed out to us,
which we were told was anciently a palace. We thortly after
entered on a rocky and almoft impenetrable road, over a moun-
~ tainous territory, which continued, with little variation, until our
arrival at Jerufalem, a diftance of twenty-five miles. The fafety
and comparative facility with which the horfes made good their
way through this difficult road, filled with rocks and precipices, were
truly furprifing : not the fmalleft accident accurred. At one o’clock
we came to an Arab village, named St. Jerom, diftant from Jeru-
falem three hours journey. 'We there made a halt of an hour and
2 half, and faw a lofty building, fupported by beautiful pillars, for-
merly a Chriftian church, faid to have been built by the Emprefs
Helena, but now converted into a receptacle for cattle. We traced
on the walls the veftiges of feveral fine paintings of feriptural fiab-

jeéts; and afterwards entered an arched cavity underneath, in which,



-SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 155

according to every probability, the dead had been depofited. We
left the village at half paft two, and were met {bon after by a.party
of priefls belonging to the Greek convent at J erufalem, who were on
their way to Ramla, in obedience fo a mandate of Mahomed Pacha,
but on what occafion we were not informed.

On our approaching Jerufalem, we were met by the Mufelem, or
Turkifth governor, and by the fuperior of the Latin convent, in
which we were to take up our abode. They had come out with
their attendants, to compliment us on our arrival, and condu& us to
the city, which we reached at about half paft five o'clock. For a
confiderable diftance the road was occupied by great numbers of the
inhabitants, who had tome out to meet us; and the ftreets were
tﬁrongcd in our paflage through. So great was the curlofity which
the arrival of. Chriftian vifitors had excited !

To the very gates of Jerufalem the land exhibited the fame rocky
and barren appearance it had affumed on our entering the moun-
talnous territory. The city itfelf ftands on an clevated rocky ground
capable of yielding but little produce: in the vicinity, however, we
faw feveral {pots, which the inhabitants had with great indu{’cry fer-
tilized, by clearing away the ftones, with which they had banked up
the foil to prevent it from being wathed away, and by reforting to
every other expedient which could fuggeft itfelf, .

This foil, which is a reddith clay, wherever it is of any depth, 1s

ellentially of a good quality ; confequently their laborious cfforts had

been rewarded, in thefe partial and chofen fpots, by an abundant

produce of fruits, corn, and vegetables,

The grapes which were
prefented to us at ouy repafts,

were uncommonly fine and large: at
X2
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the feafon of the vintage the vineyards muft have had a pleafing
afped in this land of rocks and mountains.

Shortly after aqur arrival, the governor paid a formal vifit to the
general and officers, in the courfe of which he tendered to us every
poffible affiftance during our ftay at Jerufalem. In company with
three of my fellow travellers, I took up my abode in the Latin con-
vent ; while the general, Mrs. Kochler, and the two other gentle-
men, eftablithed their refidence at a houfe in the vicinity.

On the following morning, after breakfaft, we returned the gover-
nor's vifit, and were entertained with coffee, fweetmeats, and other
refrelhments.  Trom one of the windows of his houfe we had a very
pleafing view of a Turkifh mofque, built on the foundations of
Solomon’s temple. Chriftians are prohibited from entcriné this
mofque, in confequence of a fuperftitious opinion entertained by the
Thurks, that if any one of them fhould {et his foot on the confecrated
" ground on which it ftands, the Turkith empire would inftantly be
at an end.

On the {pot where the governor refided, it is reported that Pontius
Pilate dwelt; and it was there, according to traditional accounts,
that Peter denied Chrift.*

Soon after our return to the general's apartment, the patriarch of

the Greek church, and two Armenian bifhops, attended by feveral

* To prevent a repetition of the words, ¢ it is faid ;" * according to traditional
¢ accounts,” &e. I fhall in future give the reports relative to the pafages of feripture
to which fuch and {uch fpots in the Holy Land refer, as they were made to us, leaving
to my readers the conclufions as to the greater or lefs probability of the accordance of
the traditions faid to have been handed down, with the cvents they are intended to
Mufbrate,
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priefts, paid us a vifit, and promifed us every attention and kindnefs
during our flay in Jerufalem. The patriarch informed us, that the
fix priefts we had met on our route, and who were on their way to
Ramla, had been conftrained to undertake that journéy by Mahomed
Pacha. As he could not explain to himfelf why they had been thus
forced away, he appeared extremely anxious about them, and begged
the general to intereft himfelf in their behalf. In the inquiries he
addrefled to us, he was defirous to know which of the three cities,
Jerufalem, Babylon, or Rome, was the moft ancient.

‘We were told by the pricfts of an extraordinary threat made by
Bonaparte, namely, that thould he ever obtain pofleffion of Jerufalem,
he would plant the tree of liberty on the fpot on which the crofs of
Jefus ftood ; and would bury the firft Frcnch:"‘grcnadicr who thould
fall in the attack, in the tomb of our Saviour. |

From the terrace of the convent in which we were lodged we had
a fine view of the Mount of Olives, of Mount Sion, and indeed of
every part of the city, the extent of which has been fo much dimi-
nithed 1 modern times, that the circumference is reckoned not to
exceed four Englifh miles. The walls and habitations are in excel-
lent repair; and the former are provided with feveral fmall fquare
towers. Near the entrance gate is a caftle denominated David’s
tower, the ftones in the inferior part of which are very maflive, and
apparently of great antiquity.

About two o'clock we went to the church called the church of the
fepulchre, as being built over the holy fepulchre, in company with the
fuperior of our convent, with whom, I thould obferve, we had made

an arrangement to vifit Bethlem on the fullowiug morning. Efcorted
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by feveral of the reverend fathers, we pafled through a folemn and
grand entrance, into a lofty and capacious building (fomewhat lefs
than an hundred paces long, and not more than fixty wide), fupported
by feveral very large marble pillars of the Corinthian order, and the
dome of which wwas built of the cedar of Lebanon. Preparations hav-
ing been made for our vifit to this fanctuary, it was lighted up with
more than ufual fplendour, and had a very ftriking and awful effe&.
In the centre of the building is the holy fepulchre, which is now
cafed over with marble for its better prefervation. But for this pre-
caution, indeed, it would ere this have been broken into fragments,
which the pilgrims would have carried off as fo many precious relics,
The {epulchre, we are told, was at firft a cave hewn in the rock under
ground ; but the rock having been fince cut away in every direétion, it
appeurs now in the form of a grotto above ground. In beftowing on it
a clofe infpection, we met with the ftone on which thcy told us the
angel was feated when M'lry fought the body of Jefus. This ftone
had been removed from the entrance. The {mall building, or chapel,
in which the fepulchre is enclofed, was lighted by feveral large and
handfome lamps, a certain number of which are always kept burning,
We were next conducled to all the interefting places which refpected
our Saviour previoufly to his death: fuch as the fpot where he was
confined before his trial and condemnation ; that where he was
fcourged, and the crown of thorns placed on his head; that where
he was nailed to the crofs, &c. We faw the fifTure in the rock
which was rent by the earthquake at the time he gave up the ghoft,
together with the place where the fdldiers caft lots for his garments,

and the fpot where his body was embalmed,
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The whole of this very cxtenfive building, in which the Greeks,
Latins, Armenians, and Copts, have each refpeétively a chapel, ftands
on Mount Calvary. 'We vifited each of thefe chapels. Near to that
which was built by St. Helena, the mother of Conftantine the Great,
in commemoration of . the finding of the crofs on which our Savicur
was crucified, we faw the cavern which was formerly the grand refer-
voir of water that contained the crofs. In the middle of the Greck
chapel {ftands a marble bafin fixed on the ground, which the Greek
priefls told us was not only placed in the centre of the pile of build-
ings, but in the centre of the univerfe. This beautiful chapel is built
of yellow and white marble; and feveral of the columns are of verd
antique. 'We next proceeded to the chapel where Mary vifited Jefus,
the pavement of which is of beautiful marble, inlaid and ornamented
with much tafte. In the courfe of our enquiries, we faw the tomb
of Baldwin, governor of Jerufalem, who was killed during the crufades.

The beauty and grandear of thefe buildings do great credit to the
age in which they were executed. Over the gate which led us to the
clegant ftruure, ereed by the order of St. Helena, in which the
holy fepulchre, and the memorable fpots I have noticed above, are
enclofed, we faw the veftiges of feveral pieces of fine fculpture, toge-
ther with a confiderable number of marble and granite columns, of
the Corinthian order, and other archite@ural decorations.

The Greek and Armenian priefts entertained us with coffee and
therbet in their refpeive chapels. They told us that after the French
had landed in Egypt, the Turks had, on a plea of fufpicion that the
- monks 1n general were not entire ftrangers to the plans and intentions

of the enemy, fearched their monafteries for, arms, papers, and other
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. concealed etfedls, and had obliged them to feek refuge in the building
over the holy fepulchre.  They had there threatened to bring cannon
againft them, and put them to death, in cafe they fhould refufe to
opcn the door of the building, and furrender themfelves. In this
alarming crifis they were providentially faved by a Turkith fanton, or
fanatic, who toolc his ftation on an elevated part of the city, and there
harangued the Muflulmen in behalf of the minifters of the Chriftian
gofpel, reminding them  that, having fearched their monafteries, they
had neither found arms nor any other obje&t which could lead to fuf-
picion, and recomamending to them to defift, and permit the unfortu-
natc priefts to return to their convents. The effe@ of this exhorta-
tion was, that the multitude laid afide their- fanguinary purfuit, and
the monks were permitted to return quietly to their homes. They
were not ungrateful for their deliverance, but colle¢ted a confiderable
fum of money for the fanton, which he with great delicacy refufed.
On our return we dined at the convent with th;: holy fathers, and
proceeded afterwards to the general's lodging, where the vifit of the
Mufti, who came thither to pay his refpeéls, was fhortly after an-
nounced. This perfonage, who feemed to carry terror and difmay in
his countenance, told us, that it was impoffible Jerufalem fhould ever
be taken, as there were feventy thoufund prophets, on the other fide
of the Dead Sea, ready to come forward for its protection and defence.
He allo declared to us, that it was recorded in the facred writings,
that the Englith and Turks had been friends for more than a thoufand
years. - He was not only fupreme of the church, but held the office
of cadi, or judge. )

On his departure we returned the vifits of the Greek and Armenian
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clergy. The Armenian church, a fine and elegant ftruure, was or-
-namented by {everal good feriptural paintings. The.fathers pointed
out to us the fpot where the head of- St. James was depofited, after he
had been decapitated at Caifla.

‘We rofe at five in the morning of the 18th, and went to the chapel,
where mafs was performing. We breakfafted thortly after, and at
{even o’clock left Jerufalem on our way to Bethlem, accompanied by
the fuperior and feveral of the monks belonging to the Latin convent,
in which we had taken up our refidence. On our quitting the city,
we pafifed Mount Sion, on which the walls of the city ate partly
built, and which is fcparated by a valley from the hill where Judas
Ifcariot fold Jefus for thirty pieces of money. The road winds over
a pﬁrt of this hill. After an hour's journey, we reached a convent
built by St. Helena, from whence we had a view of Bethlem, the
road leading to which is lcxtrcmcly rocky, and of a very dreary ap-
pearance. On approaching, the Dead Sea was in our vicw. Beth-
lem {tands on a lofty mountain, the foil of which abounds in chalk
and marl., The inhabitants came out to welcome us on the road ;.
and this was done by the women, by a moft hideous fhricking noife,
accompanied by geftures and diftortions, which it would be difficult
to deferibe. On our paflage through the ftreets, the houfes were
thronged with people.

As we approached the convent, in which we were received with
great hofpitality, we paffed beneath the ruins of an ancient gate-way,
and afterwards entered a lofty building, ereéted by St. Helena, an-
ciently ftyled the temple, but now the convent, of St. Catharine. It
is ornamented with at leaft Aty lofty and beautiful columns of marble,

ha
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of the Corinthiar order; and has on its walls the remains of feveral
fine paintings in _frz/to of fcriptural fubjeds, rcp.refcnting the apofiles,
patriarchs, &c.  ‘The beauty and fymmetry of the temple have been
in fome meafure defiroyed by a portion of it, which they have con-
. verted into a chapel, having been divided off by the Greeks, who re-
ceived permiffion from the Turks to do o, on their confenting to pay
an annual contribution.

After having partaken of an excellent breakfaft, provided by the
fuperior of the convent, we went to fee the three furprifing bafins
built by Svlomon, near to which he is faid to have fpent much of his
time.

. The pools, or bafins of Solomeon, are three in number, and fituated
1n a floping hollow of the mountain, one above another; {o that the
waters of the uppermoft defcend mnto the fecond, and thofe of the
fecond to the third. Their figure is quadrangular. The breadth
15 ncariy the fame in all, amounting to between eighty and ninety
paces. In their length they differ; the firft being about one hundred
and fixty paceslong, the fecond two hundred, and the third two hun-
dred and twenty. The depth of each 1s confiderable. They are lined
with ftone, plaiftered, and in a tolerable ftate of repair. They con-
tained, however, but hittle water when I vifited them.

The monks, by whom we were accompanied, confidered thefe
pools, or biﬁns, as one of the greateft antiquities in the country.

They are diftant two hours journey from Bethlem; and the road
which leads to them, confifting entirely of rocks, is almoft impracti-
cable. Thefe baftns fupplied the inhabitants of Bethlem and Jeru-

falem with water, by means of agueduds, which appeared, however,
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at the time of our vifit, to be fomewhat out of repair.  In the vicinity
of the pools we noticed a TFurkifh fort; and, not far from it, the
{fource or fpring, by which the bafins are fupplied with water, as well
as by the rains which occafionally fall upon the neighbouring moun-
tains, during the winter feafon.

In returning, we pafled through a valley, in which was a garden,
cntitled the garden of Solomon. Its irrigation having been favoured
by the water which at times iffues from the rocks above into the val-
ley, the vegetables it contained had a very promifing appearance. We
fuw in the valley the ruin alfo of a huilding, which, we were told,
had been inhabited by Solomon's concubines.

On approaching Bethlem, the general made a {ketch of the town ;
and we found, on our arrival, a fumptuous dinner prepared for us at
the convent. After this repaft, we vifited the birth-place of our Sa-
viour, a deep cavern hewn out of the folid rock, and lighted up by a
confidcrable number of lamps, in which the hmangcr was, as well as
cvery other interefting particular, pointed out to us. The manger
was, for the fame reafon as the fepulchre, cafed over with marble, to
prevent the pilgrims from mutilating it, and carrying off with them
fragments of fuch precious relics.  'We were afterwards condudied to a
varicty of memorable fpots, and, among them, to the deep and im-
menfely large ciftern into which the bodies of the infants, murdered
by the command of Herod, were thrown. Near to this ciftern the
tomb of St. Jerome was fituated,

"The convent of St. Catharine, in which at one time twenty monks
refl1ded, but the number of whom was now reduced to eight, and the

Y2
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Greck and Armernian convents, being all of them within the fame
walls and enclofuze, fo as to conflitute one large and entire building
only, all the ever memorable places within Bethlem which the facred
writings have recorded, arc in this way built over and preferved.

The inhabitants of Bethlem confift, for the greater part, of Greeks,
Armenians, and Arabs converted to chriftianity., . Among its popula-
tion but few Turks are to be found. The drefs of the men, like that
of the neighbouring peafants, is extremgly fimple, and confifts of a
long white chemile, or frock, with a girdle faftencd round the waitt.
Very few of the poorer fort, whether males or females, wear fhoes.
The women are drefled in a blue chemife, with a cotton belt, or
girdle, and cover the head with a long white veil, which flows loofely
down the back. Their complexion is very dark, approaching almoft
to black. They are very laborious, and fubmit to every defcription
of drudgery. They are betrothed as foon as they come into the world ;
and marry at the early age of twelve years,

Bethlem ftanding on an eminence, and on a chalky foil, is juftly
confidered by the inhabitants as poflefling a very falubrious air; in
proof of which T obferved but few among them who had a fickly ap-
pearance. There were indeed fome cafes of ophthalmia, but very rare.
The fides of the mountain on which this town is fituated were, as well
as the fummit, interfperfed with fine vineyards, banked in with ftones,
which muft have coft a prodigious labour to the cultivators. ‘The
grapes they yiclded were remarkably large, and finely flavoured. 1In
addition to thefe we faw figs, pomegranates, and an abundance of

olives, on which [ruits the inhabitants, in a* great meafure, fubfift. In
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the vallies fome corn is produced ; and the bread made from it is of
an excellent quality. The dews, which fall in great abundancc, are
highly favourable to the vegetation in general.

As we had to return, in the afternoon, the vifits of the Greek and
Armenian patriarchs, it was fomewhat late before we quitted Beth-
lem, infomuch that we did not reach our convent at Jerufalem until
feven in the evening. 1 brought away with me from the former of
thefe places, feveral chaplets, or ftrings of beads, made from a fruit
brought from Mecca, dyed of ared colour, and croffes, and other
trinkets made from a pearl oyfter, which the inhabitants procure from
the Red Sea, and which they manufadture into thefe curious articles
with great addrefs.

On the 1¢th, at cleven in the morning, we left the convent at
Jerufalem, on our way to the Mount of Olives, fituated at about a
mile’s diftance from the walls of the city. Our attention was then
direéted to the fepulchres of the kings, which the monks confider as
the third wonder in that part of the world. To infpec them, we
entered at the caft fide, through an opening cut out of the folid rock,
which brought us into a fpacious court of about forty paces {fquare,
cut down into the rock, with which it is encornpafled inftead of walls.
On the fouth fide of this court there is a portico, nine paces long, and
about four broad, in like manner hewn out of the natural rock. It
has a kind of architrave running along its front, and although time
has certainly deprived it of fome of its beauties, yet it fill exhi-
bits the remains of excellent fculpture of Aowers, fruits, &c. On the

left hand, within this portico, we entered a {mall aperture upon our
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knees and hands; the paffage was become difficult on account of
the accumulation of rubbifh colledted at its mouth,

We reached at the commencement a large fquare chamber, cut
with great neatnefs and exaétnefs out of the folid rock. From this
chamber-we entered a fecond, which led to feveral more, five or fix -
in all, one within the other, nearly of the fame defcription as the firft,
cxcept that in the interior chambers there were niches, or fepulchres,
for the reception of the dead. Each of thef: caverns, or chambers,
had niches for four, fix, or eight bodies. The mutilated portions of
the farcophagi, ornamented with fine fculpture, lay feattered upon the

wround, as well as the fragments of the ftone doors by which thefe
chambers had been anciently clofed. -

The lid of one of the farcophagi, feven feet in length, having on it
grapes, leaves, acorns, and various other devices, very beautifully
fculptured, was in an entire ftate. _

A door of one of the chambers was fHill hanging. It confifted of a
mafs of folid ftone, refembling the rock itfelf, of about fix inches in
thicknefs, but in fize lefs than an ordinary door. It turned upon two
hinges, contrived in the manner of axles. Thefe hinges were of the
fame entire piece of ftone with the door, and were received into two
holes of the immoveable rock, one at the top, the other at the bottom.

In fome of thefe chambers the dead bodies were laid upon benches
of ftone; others had fepulchres cut in the form of ovens. In the dif-
ferent chambers which 1 entered, I imagine from forty to fifty bodies
mught have been depofited.  'Whether the kings of Ifrael or of Judah,

" or any other kings were the conftru&ors of them, they have certainly
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been contrived with infinite ingenuity, and completed with immenfe

labour.

Having withdrawn from thefe interefting maufolei, or caverns,
we proceeded to the fepulchres of the Virgin Mary, of her mother,
and of Jofeph, all of them fituated in the valley of Jehofhaphat, and
over which was erected a large ftone building, re-conftructed by the
Armenians, about forty years before. It was in the vicinity of this
{pot that St. Stephen was ftoned. To reach the fepulchres, which
were 1n the inferior part of a cavern, dug from the folid rock, we had
to defcend a flight of forty-eight fteps. The Virgin's fepulchre was
lighted by lamps, which were conftantly kept burning at the joint
expence of the Greeks, Armenians, and Copts.  Ibrought away with
me feveral {mall pieces of the rocl, cut in fquares, which the inhabi-
tants take care to provide for the gratification of the curious traveller.
Contiguoué to the building ereéted over -the fepulchres, we entered a .
cévc, in which our Saviour is faid to have fweated blood. The monks
by whom we were accompanied, pointed out to us feveral large, and
apparently ancient olive-trees, which, they aflured us, were in exif-
tence in the time of our Saviour, and which ftood in the front of the
building. We did not prefume to queftiontheir erudition on this
_ point of natural hiftory; but could not help adminng the attention
they beftowed on them, in encompafling their roots by ftones, and
filling up the cavities of their decayed trunks with the fame mate-
rials, for their better prefervation.

Oun our quitting this fpot, we went to the Mount of Olives, a very
fteep hill, on the eaft fide of Jerufalem, the va]lcy of Jehothaphat lying

between the mount and city. On our reaching its fummit, we were
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condudted to a {fmall circular building, in which the reverend fathers
pointed out to us the impreffion of our Saviour's foot in a ftone, when
he afcended into heaven. The Chriftian inhabitants, when they vifit
thie Mount of Oli ves, do not content themfelves with faluting this cavity
in the ftone, but alfo rubon it the fragments of marble taken from the
rock beneath, at the fepulchre of the blefled Virgin, The fmall building
erected over the place of afcenfion is contiguous to a T'urkifh mofque,
and 1s in the pofleflion of the Turks, who derive a profit from fhowing
1ts contents ; and who alfo fubject the Chriftians to an annual con-
tribution for a permiffion to officiate within it, according to their
ritual, on Afcenfion-day. At the diftance of about an hundred yards
trom the mofque is the fpot where the angel appeared to Jefus, warn-
ing him to afcend, as his place was not on carth, but abave; and .
where the apoftles were aflembled at the moment of his afcenfion.
From the mofque itfelf we had a fine and commanding view of Jeru-
falem, Mount Sion, and the Dead Sea.

In defcending the mountain, and in paffing afterwards through the
valley of Jehothaphat, we were gratified by the view of feveral memo-
rable fpots. We faw, among others, the tombs of Abfalom and Ze-
chariah ; and vifited the place where the apoftles concealed themfelves
when Jefus was led by. We were next condu@ed to the well of St.
Barb, at the foot of Mount Sion, where the veftments of Jefus were
wafhed ; and, at an inconfiderable diftance from it, infpected the wells
of Nehemiah,

On leaving the valley of Jehothaphat, we pafled to the right of the
place where the body of the prophet Ifaiah was fevered into two parts.

In afcending Mount Sion, we faw, on the acclivity of an oppofite
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mountain, a building ere@ed on the {pot where Judas Icariot betrayed
Jefus for thirty pieces.of filver. On reaching the fummit of the
mount, a church and convent, bclonging to the Armenians, were
pointed out to us, fituated at a {mall diftance from the entrance gate
leading to the back part of the city, It was there, the monks in-
formed us, that the cock crew when Peter denied Chrit. Without
the city walls, and on Mount Sion, there is a Turkifh mofque ftand-
ing on the ground where King David was buried, and where our
Saviour inftituted the Lord’s fupper.

We returned to Jerufalem, and having partaken of 2 good dinner
at the convent, paid an evening’s vifit to the Mufti, who received us
with much hofpitality and politenefs, and who exprefled his with that
we would fpend another day in the holy city, in order that he might
entertain us in a fuitable manner. We had, however, made our
arrangements to fet out on the following morning, on our return to
Jaffa, -

Having accordingly made an carly breakfaft at the. convent, we left
Jerufalem at eight in the morning of the 20th. Our plan was, to halt
at St. Jerome in the evening; to proceed to Ramla on the following
day; and torcach Jaffa on the third. On our way to the village of
St. John, diftant three hours journey from Jerufalem, a fine building,
ftyled the convent of St. Helena, was pointed out to us, as having
been built by that emprefs on the fpot whence the timber was taken
for our Saviour's crofs. In the village itfelf, the birth-place of St.
John the Baptift, there is alfo a convent. We arrived there at eleven
o’clock, and having entered the church, were dire@ed to the {pot

where St. John was born, and which is conflantly lighted up by lamps.

Z
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The church is very neatly decorated, and is ornamented by feveral
good piflures.

The inhabitants of St. John are a mixture of Turks and Arabs,
the former of whom are by far the moft numerous. They were, at
the time of our vifit, as well as two other neighbouring villages, in a
hoftile ftate to Mahomed Pacha, who, not content with having levied
the cuftomary anral avanias, or tributes, had endeavoured to exadt
heavy contributions, which they had neither the will nor the capacity
to pay. They had accordingly affembled, and had {worn, laying their
{words acrofs, which with thém -adds great folemnity to the protefta-
tion, that they would prefer death to a fubmiffion to any demand
which fhould exceed the cuftomary amount of their contributions,
In the vicinity of this village there are feveral fine vineyards, and other
ipots in excellent cultivation, , .

After having taken the neceflary refrefhments, we quitted St. John
at two in the afternoon, on our way to St. Jerome; on our approaching
which place we were met by the Arab fheick, and-a confiderable
number of his people, who had come out to welcome . us, and pay
their refpe@s.  On our arrival, at half paft four o'clock, we were con-
ducted to a houfe which had been prepared for our reception ; and,
having brought with us cold provifions, we foon found ourfelves at
our cafe.

Shor.tl.y after we had reached the village, the inhabitants, who were
equally refractory with thofe of St. John, were thrown into great
confufion and alarm by the rumour. that the troops of Mahomed
Pacha were approaching. Inftantly both men and women fled to an

adjoining poft, fituated on a lofty mountain, very difficult of accefs,
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and equally hazardous to an enemy who thould meditate an attack.
- They there waited further intelligence refpe@ing the advances of the. -
redoubted Pacha, :

On our rifing at four in the morning of the 211, there was a very
confiderable fall of dew, which, in this country, where the rains occur
fo feldom, is in a manner indifpenfable to the vegetation. We were
told at Jerufalem that rain had not fallen there during nine months,

The vineyards about St. Jerome, cultivated in terraces, or, in other
words, banked in with ftones to prevent the efcape of the foil and
moifture, had a very promifing appearance. We left that place about
feven o'clock, to proceed to Ramla, and took a route over the moun-
tains, infinitely morc agreeable and commodious to the traveller than
that bj which we had. paffed on our way to Jerufalem. We arrived
about eleven o'clock at the village of Caifla, where we had breakfafted
when we firft proceeded on our journey, the day after our departurc
from Jaffa; and, having halted to take refrefhments, purfued our
way to Ramla, which we reached at two in the afternoon, fixing our
refidence, as before, at the Latin convent.

Ramla, the ancient Arimathea of the {acred writings, is well known
as the refidence of Jofeph, the rich man and difciple, who went to
Pontius Pilate to beg the body of Jefus, which having obtained,
he, in concert with Nicodemus, took it down, and wrapped it in
linen clothes, with fpiccs; after the manner of the Jews, depofit-
ing it in a fepulchre, hewn out of the rock, which had been prepared
for himfelf. The view of the town, from the fide at which
we entered on this latter occafion, was extremely piGurefque and

 beautiful. It is fituated on the confine of a rich and extenfive plain,

z 2
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the luxunant foil of which is capable of producing whatever is eflén.
tial to the fubfiftence of man. We faw feveral plantations of the
dourra, or Indian corn, together with vineyards, gardens containing
fruits and vegetables, and fields of cotton. The numerous olive-trees.
without the town, and the date-trees interfperfed between the build-
ings, furnithed a moft agreeable picture.

The pavement of the fireets of Ramla is intermixed with portions
of marble; and the houfes being partly built of that material, which
is here of a yellowifh caft, and partly of ftone, with the addition of
domes and terraces, have a very neat and agrecable appearance when
viewed from an elevated fituation.

We were told by the reverend fathers belonging to our convent,
that the mountain which is contiguous to the Dead Sea, exudes a bi-
tuminous matter, with which the fea it{elf is occafionally overfpread.
They produced a fpecimen of this fubftance, which had the appear-
ance of common pitch. I do not wifh to accufe them of df:al-ing i
the marvellous, but they furprifed us not a little when, in {peaking ot
the noxious quality of the air in the vicinity of the Dead Sea, they
afferted, that notwithftanding the fruits and vegetables which grew
there were very fine in appearance, they were defitute of all flavour s
and that the oranges in particular, inftead of containing a pleafant and
refrefhing juice, were filled with a cineritious matter. The fuper:or
afflured us, that he had {ent feveral of thefe oranges to Furope as a
curiofity.

Several fine refrefhing thowers having fallen during the night, we
had a very cool and agreeable ride from Ramla, which we lcft at eight
in the morning of the 22d, and reached the camp at Jaffa about

cleven o'clock.
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On our return from Jerufalem, we fell in with the Greek priefls,
whom I have already mentioned as having been on their way to
Ramla, to obey a requifition of Mahomet Pacha, with whom, we
were now told, they had purchafed their peace, by confenting to pay
a fine of five hundred purfes, each containing the fame number of
piaftres.  This reconciliation having been effe@ed, they were joy-
fully returning to the holy city.

Our excurfion thither was attended by a fingular eircumitance,
namely, that our party, comprehending the efcort and attendants,
was made up of eight different nations, Englith, Spaniards, [talians,
(3recks, Armentans, Turks, Copts, and Arabs.

I cannot conclude this chapter better than by giving the following
tranflation of a written account of Jerufalem, Bethlehem, and the
other interefting places in the Holy Land, prefented to us By the
reverend fathers of the Latin convent at Jerufalem. It may be
confidered, not merely as a guide to the devout pilgrim, for whofe
information, and for that of the curious traveller, it appears to have
been drawn up; but as an interefting topographical fketch of the

countries which embrace the moft remarkable objedts recorded in
the facred writings.
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A TRUE DESCRIPTION OF
THE HOLY PLACES IN JERUSALEM,

AND OF THOSE WHICH ARE LIXKEWISE USTALLY VISITED BY
TIIE DEVOUT PILGRIMS 1IN JUDEA, GALILEE, &c.

IN JERUSALEM,

N entering the church of the holy fepulchre, likewife called St
Helen's church, from having been built by the Emprefs Helen,
the ftone of unétion prefents itfelf, where our Saviour was embalmed
and anointed by Jofeph and Nicodemus ; to the right of which is
the afcent to Mount Calvary, by twelve ﬂcps, where is feen the
hole in which the crofs was placed, and near it a cleft in the moun-
tain, occafioned by the earthquake after our Saviour's death ; like-
wife the place of crucifixion. This laft belongs to the Catholics.
The fehifinatic Grecks robbed us of the hole of the crofi by means of
money.

From Mount Calvary you defeend to the holy fepulchre of our
Lord, where forty-four lamps are burning, fourteen of which are
ours, the reft belong to the Greeks, Armenians, and Copts, but thefe
have no dominion whatever over the fepulchre itfelf, Its length 1s
nine {pans, its breadth four, and its height about three and a half,

Before the entrance. to it is the dngel's Chapel, a little larger than the
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fepulchre.  In the middle of it is a ftone, little more than a pan
high, and about nine fpans in circumference, On this {tone fat the
angel who, after the refurrc@®ion of our Lord, appeared to the holy
women, {aying to them—¢ Do you feek Jefus who has been cruci-
¢« fied? He is not here, but is rifen.” On leaving this chapel, at
the diftance of a few paces, is {een the place where the Lord, after
being rifen, was feen by Mary Magdalen, in the drefs of a gardencr;
and, a few paces further, the fpot where that penitent flood. You
then enter our church, where our Saviour made his firft appearance
to his holy mother, after the refurre@ion. On the right of the great
altar (i which our Lord is preferued under the Sacramental form ) is a
hollow place, faftened up with an iron grating, within which is part
of the column to which he was bound and fcourged. On the left
15 part of the holy crofs, fhut up in the fame manner. At the foot
of the altar is {feen the place where one of the three crofles was mi-
raculoufly difcovered by St. Helen, perhaps the crofs of the Saviour.
Leaving our church, you vifit the prifon where our Saviour was
bound before he fuffered the death of the crofs: this place belongs
to the Greeks. A few fteps from it is the chapel of St. Longinus,
the foldier who, after having pierced the facred fide of our Saviour,
wept on account of his fins in this place, which likewife belongs to
the Greeks, A few fteps further is the place where the foldiers went
to divide the garments of the Redeemer, and which belongs to the
Armenians. A few fteps from this is the pillar of reproaches, be-
longing to the Grecks. From thence you defcend twenty-nine
fteps, and you fee the chapel of St. Helen, and the place where fhe

{ftood when they dug for the holy crofs. Then defcending thirteen
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other fleps, you fee the place where the crofs was found. This
place belongs to us, but the chapel of St. Helen was, as well as the
other places, ftolen from us by the Armenians. St. Helen lived
cighty years: fhe was buried in one of the churches of Rome.

Under the holy Mount Calvary is the Chapel of Adam, where, as
authors fay, the head of Adam was buried by Shem, the fon of Noah,
after the deluge. This belongs to the Greeks., At a little diftance
from it, i1s the place where the holy women ftood whilft our Sa-
viour was crucified, and likewife the place where they fat down.
Behind the holy fepulchre is the monument of Jofeph of Arimathea,
who earneftly requefted of Pilate the holy body of Jefus: this be-
longs to the Armmenians. |

Near the door of the church you afcend eleven fteps, and come
to the chapel of St. Mary of Calvary, where the bleffed Virgin ftood
with St. John the Fvangelift, when the Jews crucified our Savibur,
and where we perform mafs every day. In the road leading to the
garden of Gethfemane, called the Mowrnfi/ Way, are feen the place
where the Lord fell under the weight of the crofs, which he carried
on his thoulders ; the paiace of Pilate, within which is the tribunal,
where the Saviour was {courged, and given into the hands of the
Jews to be crucified; and alfo the place where they bound him to
the column, and crowned him with a crown of thorns, faying to
him, * Hail! King of the Jews.,” Without is likewife the place where
he was fcourged; together with the arch where Pilate fiiewed him
to the people, faying, *“ Behold the man.” In the court-yard of the
palace is the place where the foldiers fpoiled him of the purple, and

dreffed him again in his own garments, giving him the crofs to carry.
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At a fhort diftance from- the arch before-mentioned, is the place
~ where the Virgin Mary met her fon, Purfuing the road to Gethfe-~
mane, you meet with a mofque near the gate of St. Stephen, where
the Virgin Mary wasborn. Without the gate is the place where
St. Stephen was ftoned by the Jews, and, near to it, the ciftern, into
which they fay his body was thrown. The church of the Virgin
Mary is next feen. Having defcended forty—cight fteps, you view
the altar, or fepulchre, whence the was taken up into heaven by the
angels. About ninety years ago this was taken away from us by
the Greeks. Within ‘the chureh are the tombs of St. Ann, St.
Jofeph, and St. James. At a fhort diftance from the church is the
grotto, in which our Saviour fweated blood. Near the grotto 1s
the garden in which he was taken. In this garden are cight olive-
trees, which, according to tradition, were there in the time of our
Saviour: they bear {ruit, and are wonderfully preferved. At the
bottom of afmall mount is the place where our Saviour parted from
the eight apotftles to pray, and near it the place where he left the
other three, viz. Peter, James, and John his brother. A few fteps
farther is the place where the Virgin Mary prayed {or St. Stephen,
whilft the Jews ftoned him.

Leaving the garden, you go to the torrent of Cedron, near which
our Saviour fell when he was bound by the Jews. Moving onward,
you fee the tomb of Jehofaphat, king of Judah, curioufly excavated
i a rock, and alfo the tomb of Abfalom, fon of David, which he
himfelf caufed to be excavated, in order that he might be buried
there, and which is made in the form of a tower. Alcending a
little, you fee the place where St. James the Lefs hid himfelf after

Ad
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our Saviour was: taken likewife the tomb of Zachariali the prophet
and martyr, flain by the Jews. All thefe places are on the left of
the torrent of Cedron. Not far off 15 the town, or village, com-
monly called Siloe; and, about a mile from it, a fountain, called
Mary's fountain, becaufe it is known from tradition, that the holy
Virgin wafhed 1n it the clothes of her child. Near this is a wall of
the ancient church of the pool of SilSe, in which our Saviour put
the blind man, in order that he might wafh himfelf, and recover his
fight.  Not far from this is a tree where the prophet Ifaiah was
fevered in two parts: likewife the well of Nehemiah, in which, by
God's permiffion, the holy fire remained hidden for feventy years,‘
-that is, during the time when the Ifraelites were carried into Perfia,
in the reign of Webuchadnezzar king of the Perfians. At the_e)cpi-
ration of the fcvcnt_y years, the prieft Nehemiah cavfed a fearch to
be made for the holy fire, and found in place of it water, which,
* however, by divine power, was reconverted into fire.

On the holy Mount of Olives, where our Saviour afcended into
heaven, are feen the impreffions of his feet. The church built there
by St. Helen is now a mofque. A mile from this is the place called
Men of Galilee, becaufe, after the aftenfion, the angels appeared here
to the difciples, opprefled with grief, faying unto them, ** Men of
““ Gallilee, why ftand ye looking up to heaven?” ‘The following
places are likewife feen on the Mount of Olives, viz. the place where
the Saviour, cafting his eyes towards Jerufalem, wept for it; where
the apoftles compofed the creed; where the Saviour préyed, and
taught thf: difciples the pater nofler ; the tombs of the prophets; the
place where Chrift foretold the deftruction of Jerufalem, which is
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marked by a broken column, and an olive-tree; the cottage of St.
Pelafgia, the penitent, who came to Antioch in the drefs of a man,
and, taking the name of Pelafgius, led there a monaftic life.

About half a mile from Jerufalem, near the tombs of the kings
of the Jews, towards Silbe, is feen the execrable place where the
facrilegious Judas, afier having fold Jefus, hanged himfelf. Two
miles from the Mount of Olives, ftands Bethana, where are the vef-
tiges of the houfe of Mary Magdalene and Martha, and the tomb
where Lazarus their brother was buried and raifed to life again, Not
far from this place is Bethfage, upon a hill, where, by the defire of
our Saviour, the apoftles brought him an afs, upon which he glo-
rioufly entered Jerufalem on palm day, by the golden gate, wherc
there is now a wall, ‘ .

On Mount Sion is feen the cenaculum, or fupper-room, where the
Holy Ghoft defcended upon the apoftles; where the Saviour ap- .
peared to them after the refurredtion, and wafhed their feet; and
where he alfo appeared to St, Thomas, The place where St. Matthias
was cletted an apoftle, in the room of Judas, and the tomb of
David, who lived feventy years and {fix months, are alfo to be feen
there. At a fhort diftance {rom Mount Sion is the houfe where the
Virgin Mary lived nearly twenty-four years after her fon's afcenfion,
and where, according to tradition, fhe died. Near this is the chapel
of St. John the Evan‘gcliﬁ. Entering at the gate called Sterguillina,
you come to a little grotto, where Peter wept, after having denied
Chrift. Farther on is the houfe of Anna, the high-prieft, where
Jefus was led bound, and where the ungrateful Malco, fervant of
the high-priet, who had been healed but a little before, gave the

Ad2
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Saviour a blow : this place belongs to the Armenians. Near it is
feen an olive-tree, to which Chrift was bound, and the palace of
Caiphas, the high-prieft. There St. Helen built a church, and the
Armenians the convent, which they now occupy. In a corner of
the church, on the right of the great altar, is the prifon where Chrift
remained a whole night. Near the door of the church, on the right,
under a portico, is the place where the maid faid to Peter, ¢ and
““ this man was likewife with him,” and the place where Peter thrice
denied Chrift, on which there is a tree, as a mark of it. There is
likewife a place called the cock crow, becaufe the cock crowed on
that fpot, and reminded Peter of the denial.

Not far from Jerufalem is a place called the grotto of Jeremiah,
where that prophet wrote the lamentations of the holy week ; and,

a little farther, the tombs of the kings, twenty-two in number.

BETHT.EHEM.

Here are {feen the following places, viz. where Chrift was born,
the manger in which he was laid, and the place where he was adored
by the magi. The grotto.of St. Jofeph, where he remained when
the Virgin was delivered ; the place where the Inhocents were flain
by order of Herod ; the fepulchre of St. Gerolamo, St. Paula, and
St. Euftochia her daughter; the birth-place of our Saviour, which
has been forty or fifty years in the power of the Greeks, who took it
away from us by means of a firman of the Grand Seignor, procured
by money ; and the church of St. Catharine, built by St. Helen.
Without Bethlehem, at a little diftunce, is the grotto of the milk of
the Virgin Mary, and a few fteps farther, the houfe of St. Jofeph.
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About two miles farther is the church of the angels; in which
place the birth of our Saviour was announced to the fhepherds by
the angels, finging “ Glory to God in the higheft.” About f{ix
miles from Bethlehem, is the place where was fituated the city of
Tccua, built by Rehoboam, fon of Solomon; in this city lived the
holy prophct Amos. Teowards the Dead Sea, fix miles from Beth-
Ichem, 1s the place where were the vines of Engaddi, fo much
praifed in the pfalms; and a few fteps from thence, is the place
where David hid himfelf from the perfecution of Saul. Four miles
diftant is the monaftery of St. Sabba, in pofleflion of the Greeks.
This was built by the Emperor Juftinian, and in it died St. Sabbu,
whofe body was conveyed to Venice. In this convent are the
feveral rooms of St. John of Damafcus, of St. Eutimius, and St.
Civillus.  Returning from the convent of St. Sabba, you go to the

Lortus conclufus, to the three pools of Solomon, &c.

S5T. JOHN IN THE MOUNTAIN,

Thc place where John the Baptift was born, and the houfe of
St. Elizabeth, where the Virgin Mary went to vifit her, and com-
pofed the pfalm * magnificat,” (my foul doth magnify the Lord,
&c.) are here to be feen. In the way you meet with a convent be-
longing to the Greeks, called the Holy Crofs, built by St. Helen,
in the place where the wood was cut to make the crofs of our
Saviour. |

About four miles from St. John, is the defert of John the Bap-
tift—hers is a cave where he and his mother, St. Elizabeth, hid

themfelves by order of God, to aveoid the cruelty of Herod, who
b :
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fought to kill him, eight months after his birth, In the {fame place
is feen the ftonc upon which St. John flept a little at night ; and
at a hittle diftarice is the fepulchre of St. Elizabeth, his mother, who
died there four years after his birth, and was buried by the hands of

angels.

NAZARLETH.

Here is to be feen the place where St. Gabriel appeared to the
holy Virgin, faluting her, faying Ave Maria, and announcing the
Incarnation. _

To go into the holy grotto fifteen fteps are to be defcended. In
this grotto are feen two pillars, fearcely two fteps from each other,
one called Mary's pillar, the other the Ang;:l’s, made by St, Helen,
according to tradition. That which is called the pillar of the Virgin
Mary, ftands without fupport, being raifed from the ground about
five fpans, It is pioufly believed that there the Virgin Mary {tood
when fhe was faluted by the angel Gabriel. The other, which
ftands firmly fupported, is in the place where the angel ftood when
he faid to the Virgin, 4ve Maria. In this grotto there are two
altars, one called the altar of the incarnation : the other, which is
contiguous to it, and the five altars in the great church, were built
by 5t. Helen. In the town, at a little diftance from the convent,
is feen the houfe of St. Jofeph, almoft deftroyed, in which he, with
his reputed fon, carried on the trade of carpenter. This houfe is
now occupied by the Turks. A few fteps farther is feen the Jew's
fynagogue, 1n which the Saviour preached to the Pharnifecs, fayu:g,

“ Venly I fay unto you, no prophet isreceived in his own- country,”’
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®e. At a fhort diftance is the fountain of the Virgin Mary

and her fon, fo called, becaufe they both went to that fountain to
get water. In 1ts vicinity is a church of the Greeks; and about a
mile farther is feen, on an eminence, the table of Chrift, that is, a
ftone, upon which he and his difciples ate. Towards the fouth is a
mount, called the Mount of the Virgin's Fear, becaufe the Virgin
Mary here underftood, that the men of Nazareth having driven her
fon from the fynagogue in which he had preached, intended to con-
duct him to another mountain, to precipitate him from it: here
was formerly a monaftery of monks. About an hour's diftance
from Nazareth is the. mountain alluded to, from which they in-
tended to throw Chrift, and which is on that account called the
ptiecij)ice of Chriff. From thence, by a very bad road, over hills, as
you go to Jaffa, lies the country of Zebedee, and his fons, James the
Great, and John the Evangelift. The church is deftroyed ; it is
about three miles from Nazareth. Nazareth is about ninety miles
from Jerufalem by land, and about twenty-four from Acre.

From Nazareth you go to the {ea of Tibertas; and firft prefents
itfelf the city of Cana in Galilee, about four miles from Nazarcth.
In this place it was that Jefus converted the water into wine ; and
it 15 faid to have been the country of the apoftles Bartholomew, Si-
mon the Canaanite, and St. Matthew. I'rom this place you go to
the fepulchre of the prophet Jonas, on a mountain two or three
miles from the road, and about fix miles from Nazareth. About
twelve miles further, pafling through a large plain, you go to the
place called the Table of Chrift, where, with feven loaves and two

fifhes, he fatisfied 4000 perfons. At a little diftance is the Mount
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of Bleflings, wwhere the Saviour declared the eight bleflings—
“ Bleffed are the poor in fpirit,” &c. On the top of the mount ruins
are yet to be feen. About {ix miles farther is another mount, from
which. is feen the city of Tiberias, furrounded by a wall. In this
place, Jefus Chrift, after being rifen from the dead, conftituted Peter
chief of the apoftles, head and mafter of the world. The Turks
have deftroyed this place. Tiberias is diftant from Nazareth about
twenty-four miles. A little way farther, near the Sea of Galilee,
1s the famous city of Capernaum, where our Saviour preached for
the firft time the do&rine of the moft auguft eucharift; ‘where he
cured the paralytic; where St. Matthew, ﬂanding at the ¢ receipt
* of cuftom,” was called by him, and followed him ; and where he )
cured the Centurion, .

- All the places here dcfcr‘;bed are true and genuine, and the devout

pilgrim will be able by this defeription to form an idea of them. o
as not to forget them—Praife to God,

JenusaLeM,
aud October, 1300.
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CHAPTER X.

IRREGULARITIES IN THE TURKISH CAMP—GOVERNOR OF DAMASCUS BRE-
HEADED—MEMORIAL DELIVERED TO THE GRAND YVIZIER ON THE
STATE OF THE CAMP—DESERTION OF TUKKISH CHIEFS AND SCLDIERS
—TENTS PLUNDERED BY ARABS—TFLAGUE AMONG THE MAMELUKES
AND ALBANIANS—MUTINY QF THE JANISSARIES—CEREMONIES ON PAY-
ING THEM THEIR ARREARS—ALARMS EXCITED BY REPORTS FROM EL-
ARISH—DECAPITATION OF TURKISH SOLDIERS FOR GAMING—RAVAGES
BY THE PLAGUE—INSURRECTION IN TALESTINE ON ACCOUNT OF THE
HEAVY IMFPOSITIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT—DISASTROUS STATE OF
THE BRITISH MISSION—DEATH OF A MILITARY ARTIFICER—A BRITISH
GUNNER DIES OF THE PLAGUE—DEATH OF MRF. KOEHLER, ANI} OF THE
GENERAL—TPRECAUTIONS EMPLOYED TO STOP ;I‘I-lE PROGRESS OF THE
PLAGUE—TURKISH ENTERTAINMENTS IN CAMP— REMOVAL OF THE
CAMP—INSTANCES OF INSUBORDINATION 1N THE CAMP——LFFECTIVE
FORCE OF THE TURKISH ARMY-—OBRSERVATIONS ON THE PLAGUE—YVI~
ZIER'S PHYSICIAN DIES OF THE PLAGUE—RAMAZAN—IYDDA—THE
GRAND VIZIER INDISPOSED, AND ATTENDED BY THE AUTHOR—CELE-
BRATION OF THE BIRAM IN CAMP—REMARKS ON THE COUNTRY ABOUT
JAPFA—CLIMATE OF SYRIA—TFACE OF THE COUNTRY, AND 50I1L—
PRODUCTICNS OF SYRIA—SHEEP AND GOATS—OTHER CATTLE—HABRI-
TATIONS OF THE SYRIANS—CAMELS, ANP OTHER BEASTS OF BURTHEN
—CHARACTER AND MANNERS OF THE SYRIANS—ABIECT STATE OF THE
FARMENS, OR HUSBANDMEN—B. EDOUINS, OR WANDERING ARABS—AGRI-
CULTURE OF SYRIA—DISEASES OF SYRIA.

@N our return to camp we found that the tranfport had arrived

on the morning of the preceding day, the 211t, from El-Arifh.

The tranfport failed on the 26th to Caiffa, the port of Acre, to

feek fhelter from the inclement weather and high winds, which ren-
Bb
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dered the road of Jaffa a place of little fecurity for anchorage. The
women belonging to the miffion had been previoufly debarked from
© lhier, and were fent to inhabit a houfe in the town,

On the morning of the 27th, a fmart and brifk fire of mufketry,
with ball cartridges, was kept up for a confiderable time by the
Turkiflx foldiery, who, as we afterwards found, had been amufing
themielves in this way on their return from a field-day.

We learned on the 28th, that the Waiwode, or Governor of Da-
malcus, had been beheaded, and a Turk of diftin&ion fent to colledt
his riches. The deceafed had been Kia to Mahomed Pacha, by
whom he had been appointed to the above fituation.

During the night an affray happened among the Arpauts, who
proceeded to fuch extremitics, that five of them were killed, and
three wounded. ‘

I delivered in, on the 3oth, a written reprefentation to the Vizier
and Reis Effendi, on the fubje@ of the filthy and noxious ftate of
the camp, arifing from the abundance of the putrid carcafes of horfes,
mules, &c. which were every where difperfed. In my letter, 1 reca-
pitulated, in the moft forcible and energetic terms I was capable of
ufing, all the dangers which might refult from thefe nuifances, un-
lefs the means which I pointed out fhould be adopted without delay,
or, provided they could not be readily effeted, the ground of the
cncampment thifted previoufly to the expected falls of rain. The
Vizier, in exprefling his thanks for this communication, promifed
that an immediate and proper attention thould be paid to the reme-

dying of the evil of which 1 complained.
‘Towards the clofe of the month two of the Turkifh chiefs, toge-
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ther with feveral hundreds of the privates, furreptitioufly left the
camp, to proceed to Acre, and join the forces of Djezzar Pacha, who,
according to reports which were abroad, gave better pay to his troops
than the Vizier. )

About this time fcveral of our tents were plundered by the Arabs,
whofe adtivity and addrefs eluded all our purfuits. Thefe depreda-
tions having been committed for feveral nights fucceffively, our fuf-
picions at length fell on an Arab cook, whom we had taken into
our fervice, and who proved to be one of the parties concerned.

On the 3d of November, at {ix in the morning, the detachments
which compofed the Britifh military miffion, were marched out to
be reviewed by his Highnefs the Vizier, for whom a fuperb tent had
been pitched, together with feveral others for the company and at-
tendants.  Our detachments having gone through a variety of evo-
lutions, and fired feveral difcharges, the Vizier was pleafed to com-
pliment them, and to exprefs his fulleft approbation of their excel-
Ient order and difcip]ine. Previoufly to their being marched to
camp, a prefent was made by his Highnefs to the non-commiffioned
officers and privates.  IHe had been careful to draw up on this occa-
fion a large proportion of his troops to witnefs the review; and
made it a particular requeft that our officers fhould join the Turkifh
cuavalcade 1n proceffion, on the return to the camp, in the courfe of
which his attendants amufed us by forming {everal djerid parties, the
mufic playing, and the Mameluke cavilry going through a charge.

At this time the plague again made its appearance among the
Mamelukes and Albanians, feveral of whom, we were informed,
daily fell victims to this difeafe,

s hao
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Haflan Djadarvi, one of the Mameluke Beys, left El-Arith on the
6th, with a confiderable body of troops, for the purpofe of recon-
noitring the detached parties of the enemy, and endeavouring to cut
off them or their convoys. He returned a few days after, without
having accomplifhed the obje® on which he had been fent.

On the 10th Ireceived from the reverend fathers belonging to the
Latin convent at Jerufalem, a prefent of fruits and of curious plants
colleCted near the Dead Sea, accompanied by two bottles of the
water taken from that fea, the tafte of which was peculiarly faline
and pungent. Upon their arrival in England, I thall endeavour to
give an analyfis of the water.

The Janiffaries affembled on the 13th, in a tumultuous manner,
and proceeded to their Aga, or commander, who, on being apprized
of their intentions and menaces, had fecreted himfelf, Being thus
difappoi‘ntcd in meeting with the object of their refentment, they
repaired to the Vizier, to ftate their grievance, which confifted in a
confiderable arrear of their pay remainin g unpaid. A Tartar having
arrived, however, the preceding day in a veflel from Conftantinople,
with a fupply of treafure for the Vizier, he was enabled to make
them a promife of payment, with which they were fo well fatis-
fied, that they returned quietly to their tents.

In confequence of an invitation from the Grand Vizier, the miffion
proceeded on the morning of the 18th, at nine o'clock, to witnefs
the ceremony of the payment which was to be made to the Jani{la-
ries. To the right of the tent of the Grand Vizier a tent was pitched
for our officers ; and to the left a new and fuperb tent, pmvide.d

with 2 handfome fopha for his Highnefs, and a ftool for the Tefterdar,
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or high treafurer, was pitched for the ceremony. The money, which
lay in bags in the front of the tent, was divided into nine lots. The
guards and attendants, together with the Tartars and Janiffaries,
formed three fides of a fquare, the fourth fide of which was formed
by the tents. The Janiffaries who were to be paid were without
arms; and the Tefterdar read aloud the order of payment.

Of the ninc lots, eight were for as many companies of Janiflaries,
and the ninth for the Choarbagis, or commanders. The bags con-
tained in one of thefe lots having been laid promifcuoufly within
the {fquare, a fignal was made for the company which was to be
paid. This was no fooner done, than all the individuals belonging

to it rufhed forward, and {crambled for the bags, contending with
| each other who fhould carry them off, to which circumftance thcj}
attach no fmall fharc of honour, at the fame time that it is not
accompanied by any.pecuniary advantage, the bags being inftantly
taken to the tent of the Choarbagis commanding the company, and
a proper diftribution of the money there made. Each of the com-
panies having received its lot ar portion of the bags, the Choarbagis,
who were permitted to wear their arms, had theirs delivered to
them. The number diftributed was an hundred and cighty-fix,
each of the purfes or bags containing five hundred piaftres.

The ftate officers who attended on this occafion were drefled in
{carlet bznices, or robes of honour; and the Tefterdur was, on the
conclufion of the ceremony, invefted with a caftan, as were likewife
all thofe who werc immediately concerned under him in making
the payments. Except the contefts which enfued, in this very ex-

traordinary mode of paying the troops, to obtain the poffeffion of
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the bags, not 2 tumulﬁuous_ voice was heard ; but the whole was
conducted with great gravity and tranqullity.

In confequence of advices received from El-Arifh on the 17th,
purporting that the French had, on heanng of the movement made
by the Bey, Haflun Djadarvi, fent a body of fifteen hundred men
to oppofe him, and had alfo thrown a freth body of troops into
Salahieh, there was a confiderable degree of agitation in the Turkifh
camp. It was reported alfo that a brig, fuppofed to be French, had
been hovering for fome days off El-Arifh. It was obvious that, the
Turks having received no dire¢t intelligence of thefe cvents from
thofe who were in their confidence, an entire belief ought not to
have been attached to the rumours thus circulated, yet the alarm
they excited had the good effeét of keeping our allies more on the .
alert than ufual, and of inducing them to fend out advanced parties,
Accordingly, on the 20th, new reports having reached the Vizier
from El-Arifh, that the enemy’s forces were in motion, and that a
part of them had alrcady reached Catieh, Captain Leake of the royal
artillery was detached, with a party mounted on hedgins, or drome-
daries, to reconnoitre the enemy.

We learned at this time that Mahomed Pacha was bufily engaged
in levying heavy contributions on the villages, and in the vicinity
of Jerufalem. From the ftate of feveral of thefe villages, however,
when we paffed through them on our late excurfion to Jerufalem,
this appeared to be a tafk not very cafy in its accomplifhment.

The doubts which had been exprefled by the Pacha fome days
before, refpecting the advance of the cnei—ny, in great force, on El-

Arifh, were confirmed on the 24th, when it was afcertained, that
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the {fmall body of French which had advanced to Catich, confifted
merely of a reconnoitring party, which had retired, after having
plundered the Arab inhabitants of that place of a few of their
carnels.

The difficulty of obtaining a precife knowledge of fadts and oc-
currences at the ftation we oceupied, arofe from the interpofition of
a defert between the enemy and the Ottoman army, which obliged
the Turkifh commanders to liften to the reports made by the Arabs,
until they could obtain intelligence on which a more full reliance
could be placed.

There had been latterly frequent defertions, both from the great
encampment at Jaffa, and from that of El-Arith. It ought, not-
withﬂanding, to be obferved, that thele défcrtions were not to the
common cnemy, but into the interior of the country. It frequently
happened that the troops went off in large bodies.

Among other caufes of infubordination, gaming had found its
way into the Turkifli eamp, and was more particularly prevalent
among the Arnauts, who would not defift from this vicious pradiice,
notwithftanding it was in dire violation of public orders. We faw
the bodies of {everal of thefe people, who had, as we underftood,
been decapitated for the above offence, lying in the ftreets of the
encampment, with the head placed under the arm, the mode cuf-
tomanly praétifed after the decapitation of Muffulmen, When a
Frank is beheaded, he is denied the privilege of having the head
placed under the arm ; inftead of which it is placed between the
legs, with the face towards the body.

On the 25th, in taking a folitary ride, at a little diftance from
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the camp two fhots were fired, which came in my dire@ion, but
which fortunately miffed.me. The general and myfelf rode out in
the evening to the fpot whence they were direéted, and made the
neceffary enquiries, which, however, proved ineffeétnal,

The Pacha of Aleppo, whofe dignity was announced by his being
decorated with three tails, arrived at the encampment on the 26th,
with a body of cavalry and infantry, amounting, it was fuppofed, to
about a thoufand men.

The advices which had been received from El-Arifh, refpeting
the formidable movements of thé French forces, were conjectured
to have been mierely a ftratagem of the troops encamped at that
place, to obtain from the Vizier the liquidation of the arrears of
their pay, which had long been due. Suppofing this conje@ure to
have been well founded, the ftratagem had its full cffe®, as the
Vizier fhortly after forwarded thither two hundred purfes.

Several veffels, which, in confequence of the late violent gales,
had been obliged to {lip their cables in the road-ftead of Jaffa, and
had fought refuge at Caiffa, the port next to Acre, returned on the
27th, laden with barley, the daily confumption of which, at the
Turkifh camp, was faid to amount to fix hundred kiloes, each con-
taining twenty-two okes; or, to fpeak with more precifion to the
Englifh reader, fifteen tons of that obje of prime neceflity were,
according to this computation, confumed daily by the cattle.

The gales ftill continued with unabated Teverity, and on the 28th
the wind blew with unufual violence from the north and north-eatt,
It might have been expected that the Turkifh camp, however rep]cfc

with the germes of pefilence, would have been in fome degree
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ventilated by thefe fearching winds; it is, however, but too truc,
that the niortality occafioned by the plague, was at this time in an
increafing ratio, and that many of the troops daily fell vi@ims to its
attacks.

"I'he officers belonging to the miffion, dined by invitation, in the
Turkifh ftyle, on the 3oth, with his Excellency the Reis Effendi. In
the rear of the ground on which the miffion was cncamped, an affray
took place in the evening among the Turkifh foldiers, in which feveral
of the combatants were wounded.

Advices were at this time brought to camp that Mahomed Pacha,
who, as has been before noticed, had been employed in the interior
in exacting heavy and arbitrary contributions, had met with a formi-
dable refiftance from the inhabitants of Nablous, and of the adjacent
villages, by whom he had been defeated with confiderable lofs, after
various Tkirmifhes, which had continued for four days fucceffively.
Having alfo received a ¢heck from the inhabitants of the villages bor-
dering on Jerufalem, he had at length been obliged to retreat towards
Hebron.

The Englifh floop of war the Camelion, Captain Maitland, arrived
at Jaffa in the night of the 2d of December; and, on the following
morning, Colonel Murray, deputy quarter-mafter-general to the forces
under the command of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, came to the camp,
with the very fatisfattory intelligence of the approach of a confiderable
Britifh force. From this information we were encouraged to hope
that the painful fituation of the miffion would be fpeedily alleviated
by the adoption of more active meafures, which would bring the
affairs in this part of the world to a fpeedy concluiion.

cc
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Captain Maitland, of the Camelion, having been advifed that a fuf-
picious brig had been obferved for feveral days paft hovering off El-
Arifh, failed on the evening of the 3d, in hopes of falling in with her,

The plague continued to make great ravages in the Turkifh camp,
and was not, as before, confined to the Mamelukes and Albanians, but
had become general among every defcription of the troops. It was
impoffible to form a precife idea of the mortality it occafioned ; but
from what we witnefled, we had reafon to conjeture that an hun-
dred individuals perifhed daily from this complaint. The Turkifk
ranks were alfo greatly thinned by the defertions, which were effe@ed
in large bodies, to prevent the paflage from being difputed by a fmall
guard purpofely ftationed about three miles from the camp, on the
road lcading to Acre and Damafcus.

General Koehler, Colonel Murray, and all the officers of the miffion,
were invited to be prefent at a Turkith field-day, on “the 4th. The
troops, confifting of about fix thoufand, went through nearly the fame
manceuvres with thofc which have been already deferibed.

The Camelion, having on board Major Fletcher and Captain Leake,
arrived on the afternoon of the 7th, from El-Arifh, without having
fallen in with the fufpicious brig, in queft of which fhe had failed
from Jaffa.

I am compelled here to interrupt the order of my narrative of
general occurrences, to fpeak particularly of the fituation of the mififion
at the period on which I am entering. On the 5th of the prefent
month, December, Geary, a military artificer, was attacked by fymp-
toms of malignant fever, to which he fell a vi®im on tne 10th in the

afternoon, His death was foon followed by other fimilar difafters;
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for, on the night following the day of his deceafe, Muce, a civil arti-
ficer, was feized with fymptoms which very fpeedily announced the
difeafe to be a true cafe of the plague. Under this attack he funk at
nine in the morning of the 12th, after an illnefs of little more than
twenty-four hours, This fatal cafe was fucceeded by that of gunner
Cowden, one of the artillery-men, who was attacked on the evening
of the 13th, with fymptoms fimilar to the above, and languifhied until
the afternoon of the 18th, the fixth day of the attack, when he expired.
In both of thefe cafes feveral peftilential tumours were manifeft. It
will be feen, in the Medical Appendix annexed to this work, that,
under thefe alarming and calamitous circumftances, none of the pre-
cautions which prudence could fuggeft were negledled, to prevent the
further {preading of the contagion. .

The fatal illnefs of Mrs. Koehler, wife of the general, was of a more
lingering kind than thofe related above. On the feventh ‘day of the -
month fhe was attacked by {ymptoms of malignant fever, which did
not yield to any of the curative means employed, but manifefted in
their progrefs an increafed virulence. On the 13th fhe was conveyed
from the encampment to the town of Jaffa, where a lodging had been
provided for her; and died there on the 14th, in the afternoon. Her
affetionate and inconfolable hufband, the general, did not long fur-
vive her lofs. He was feized nearly in the fame manner on the morn-
ing of the 26th ; and, having quitted the encampment, fent his fecre-
tary immediately after to Colonel Holloway, the next in command,
to fay that he was gonc to Jaffa indifpofed. The malignance of the
fever by which he had been attacked, added to the melancholy into
which he had been plunged by his recent lofs, very fpeedily terminated

cc?2
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his earthly career. He died on the evening of the 2gth, the fourth
day of the attack ; and was buried on the following afternoon with
military honours.

Here let me paufe for a moment, to refleé en the fad pofition of
thofe who were left to lament his lofs, and to deplere the calamitous
events of a fimilar kind which had followed each other in fo quick a
fucceflion. The plague at this junGure raged with the utmoft vio-
lence in the Turkifh camp, and had, as has already been feen (as well
as a fever which appeared {carcely lefs malignant) commenced its ra-
vages in our fmall party, in which a general indifpofition prevailed,
We had loft our chief, who had fallen a vi¢tim to difeafe; and each
of us trembled. for himfelf, and for the friends and aflociates by whom
he was environed. It would be difficult to conceive a fituation of
more imminent peril# than that in which we were placed, and it is
impoffible to defcribe the painful {enfations by which each individual
was agitated. It wras fufficient that a new cafe of illnefs, from what-
cver caufe it might have arifen, was announced, to fill us with the
mofl agonizing pangs, the moft heart-rending apprehenfions '—In the
mean time, a vigilant and unremitted attention was paid to whatever
could ftay the progrefs of infe@ion; fumigations were, among a va-
ricty of means, employed in each of the tents, and the fick, as well
as the attendants, feparated from the reft of the people. In each of
the cafes which had terminated fatally, the clothes, bedding, and, in
gencral, whatever had been employed for the fervice of the deceafed,

were immediately burned.

* This peril was augmented by the neceffity of attending, at fo awful a crifis, on the
Vizier. Thirty-fix of his family and retinue had already fallen victims to this fasal
difeafle, which was faft gaining ground in his Highnefs's quarters.
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My narrative recommences on the 8th of December, when the
officers belonging to the miffion, with Colonel Murray, the- deput:y
quarter-mafter-general, whofe arrival in the camp I have already an-
nounced, had the fingular honour of dining with the Grand Vier,
His Highnefs was in uncommonly good {pirits, in confequence of his
having that morning received a firman from the Sultan, accompanied,
among other prefents, by that of a beautiful handjar, or dagger, the
hilt of which was fet with diamonds of great brilliancy. On this par-
ticular occafion a royal falute was fired; and his Highnefs's magni-
ficent tent fpread, to receive the firman, or letter, and to difplay the
prefents.

Qur dinner was entirely in the Turkifh ftyle, and of courfe confifted
of the beft diﬂ;es the country could fupply, prepared with the moft
confummate addrefs. The polite and friendly attentions of the Vizier,
who paid many compliments to his Enghfly guefts, gave them a ftill
higher relith; and we departed with the moft fatisfactory impreffions
of his kind and undifguifed hofpitality.  On our return home, his
Highnefs fent cach of us a prefent of a thawl and a piece of filk. The
general received alfo a gift of a fhuff-box, ornamented with diamonds.

The fame party, with the cxception of the general, who abfented
himifelf on account of Mrs. Koehler's indifpofition, dined on the 11th
with the Kia Bey.  On proceeding up the camp, to repair to his tent,
we were invited by the Vizier to fee the Turkifh practice of cutting
a large roll of felt, nearly ten inches in diameter, moiftened, and {uf-
pended by a cord.  On this roll of felt feveral good cuts were made,
but one only by which it was completely {fevered nto two parts. This

cxtraordinary atchievement, to effe@ which muft have required great
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addrefs combined with a long pradlice, was rewarded by a fuitable
prefent.

We found the Kia Bey to be a very agreeable and pleafant man, or
about forty-five yecars of age. Before and after our dinner, which wuas
ferved up with much tafte and neatnefs, pipes, coffee, and other re-
frefhments, were handed to us; and no attention fpared to demon-
ftrate the kind and {riendly difpofition of our hoft.

Colonel Murray embarked on the 13th on board the Camelion floop
of war for Macri. He was accompanied by Major Fletcher, of the
royal engineers, charged with difpatches to Sir Ralph Abercrombie.

On the 15th the Vizier fhifted the fite of his encampment to a
fpot on the other fide of Jaffa, diftant about an hour’s journey, or
three miles, from the ancient ground. His Highnefs, and principal
officers, accompanied by the different corps of troops under their re-
{pedtive commanders, moved with great ceremony to occupy the new
ground of encampment. We {ollowed his example on the 16th, and
pitched our tents on an eminence, covered with a white and clear
fand, and commanding a fine view of the fea.

The Turkifh {ick, who were very numerous, and among whom fo
great a mortality prevailed, that, on the morning of the 15th, no lefs
than fifty dead bodies paflfed in front of our encampment, were left
behind. Many thoufands of men, alas! had already perithed, and
many others were {till doomed to dcﬁru&ion, through the fuperfti-
tious prejudices and culpable neglc& of their rulers, who had fpurned
at every admonition to take the neceflary precautions for their fafety.
The ground which the Turkifh foldiery had quitted, exhibited a me-

lancholy {fcene, the horrors of which were heightened by the great
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numbers of carcafes of camels, horfes, afles, and dogs (among whom
alfo an epidemical difeafc had recently broken out), with which the
earth was abundantly firewed. It was now left to vomit forth the
abundance of putrid animal matter with which it had been fo long
furcharged.

On our fixing ourfelves on the new ground of encampment, {o
much firing was kept up by the Turkifh military, the balls from
whofe pieces frequently fell within the camp of the miffion, that
General Koehler found it neceflary to make an official reprefentation
of this abufe to the Vizier and Rejs Effendi. The refult of this mea-
fure was, that a gunard of janiffaries was placed on the left of the
camp ; but no fooner was the miffion relieved from one inconveni-
ence, than 1t was followcd'by another of a more alarming nature,
the commander of the guard falling a viGtim to the plague a few
days after.

On the 17th, three bodies were feen lying in the ftreets of the
new camp, with the head placed under onc of the arms. This
Turkith cuftom, in the punithment of criminals, has been already
explained.

The Englith hofpital tent, which had been left on the old ground
of encampment, with the plague patient, Cowden, on whofe cafe
I touched in a late digreffion, was attempted to be robbed by a party
of Arabs. The guard in attendance fired on thefe mifcreants, who
could not be deterred from their predatory purfuits by the sifk even
of encountering {o dreadful a difeafe.

At this time an incident occurred which difplays the extreme heed-

lefinefs of the Turks. Major Hope, commanding the artillery, went
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to the Topgis Balhi, or chief of artillery, to give him fome inftru@ions
relative to the T urkifh ordnance. One of the topgis, or artillery-
men, brought a live thell into the tent in which this bufinefs was
tranfacling, to {how the priming and quick match, which he placed
clofe to the pipes of thofe who were fmoking, and, with a thorough
infenfibility of his own danger, and of the rifk to which he expofed
all the ammunition in the park of artillery, drew out his knife to open
the match. So little attention do thefe people pay to confequences,
that he would, in the fame way, have brought in a cartridge of
powder, if the major had not prevented him. Plate IX. contuins an
exact reprefentation of the coftume of a Topgis Bafhi, or commandant
of Turkifh artillery.

On the evening of the 19th the {fick were removed to the new en-
campment, where they were placed under the fame firict and feverc
quarantine as before.

" An Englith gun-boat arrived at Jaffa on the 27th from Gibraltar.:
She brought advices, that the flect ftationed off Malta had captured
three veflels richly laden out of Alexandria, at which place nearly
fixty fail, having on board property deftined for France, were making
preparations for their departure. The gun-boat failed in the evening
for the coaft of Egypt.

The death of General Kochler, our highly lamented and equally
- refpected chief, occurred, as I have already ftated, on the 2gth of the
prefent month. On the 3oth, after all the honours due to the rank
and importance of the deceafed had been paid to his revered obfequies,
Lieutenant Colonel Holloway, on whom the command of the miffion

devolved, fent meffages to the Grand Vizier, the Kia Bey, the Reis
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Effendi, and the Tefterdar Effendi, to announce to them, refpeétively
. and individually, the mclancholy event. He at the fame time rg- -
quefted an audience of the Grand Vizier, which took place on the fol-
lowing day, the 31{t, when he announced his fituation officially.
He was accompanicd, on this occafion, by Major Hope, who was
acknowledged by the Vizier as fecond in command ; and, after many
compliments had been paid to each of thefe officers, the former was
invefted with a fable pelice, and the latter with a pelice of ermne.

On the 1{t of January, 1801, I paid a vifit to the Reis Effend,
with whom I had a long converfation relative to the precautions to
be taken to prevent the further progrefs of infection. He imparted
to me the plcaﬁng intelligence, that the camp was more healthy than
it had been, the plague baving in a great meafure ceafed.

Colonel Ho]lowaf urged the Vizier, on the 2d, to make fuch pre-
parations as the cxpediency of the circumftances feemed to require,
and, among ofhers, to eftablith magazines of provifions and ammu-
nition at El-Arifh.

In the afternoon, while the fervants of Colonel Holloway and
Major Hope were exercifing the horfes of their mafters, they were
attacked by a party of plundering Arabs, by whofe fire the Colonel’s
horfe was killed, and his fervant wounded with balls and {lugs in
nine different places, By the exertions of his companion the wounded
man was brought off ; and the balls and flugs afterwards extracted by
me. On this outrage being communicated to the Vizier, he gave
orders that the moft {triét inquiry fhould be made after the culprits.

On the 3d a difpute took placc at Jaffa, between a Janiflary and a
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Dehli, in which one of the parties was killed, On this event being
" made known, the two corps reforted to arms, and drew up in oppo-
fition to each othier with {o menacing an afpedt, that it required the
utmoft exertion on the part of the Vizier to prevent the moft ferious
confequences frorm enfuing.

The effective force of the Turkifh army confifted at this time of
about fixteen thoufand men, who were diftributed as follows: ten
thoufand in the Viizier's ecncampment ; two thoufand at Gaza ; and
four thoufand at Fl-Arifh.

In a converfation with the Reis Effendi on the Gth, he informed
me that, notwith{tanding cafes of plague ftill occurred in thie Ottoman
camp, the difeafe was become much milder, and confequently lefs
fatal in its effe@s, infomuch that feveral of thofe who had been re- -
cently attacked, had recovered. The fame circumitance has been
known to occur at Conftantinople when the dlfcafc was upon the
decline.

The Camelion {loop of war arrived at Jaffa on the morning of the
gth, with General Moore, Captain Anderfon, his aid-du-camp, and
Mr. Morier, fecretary to Lord Elgin, all of them from the Britith
army. They had an immediate audience with the Grand Vizier and
Reis Effendi, to whom they were the bearers of important difpatches.
‘We learned from them, with much fatlsfa&xon, that the whole of the
Britifh forces had reached Marmarice Bay in good health and {pirits.

The bodies of feveral perfons who had died of the plague, cight of
them from the Vizier's own particular camp, were on the 10th car- .

ried for interment in our view. To demonflrate, however, that the -
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difeafe was mitigated in its effeéls, the Reis Effendi ftated, that of five
of the flaves of the Grand Vizier who had been latterly attacked by
this difeafe, three had recovered. ..

On the 12th I rode acrofs the plains of Jafta and Liydda, in company
with Captain Maitland, of the Camelion, and feveral of his officers.
‘We approached the town of Lydda, or Looudda, and faw the Arab
inhabitants bufily employed in fowing their barley. The {oil of thefe
fine and extenfive plains 1s a rich black mould, which, with proper
care and induftry, might be rendered extremely fertile.

Dr. Bofari, phyfician to the Grand Vizicr, died of the plaguc on
the morning of the 13th, being the third day of the attack.

Gcﬁcral Moore, his aid-du-camp, and Mr. Morier, left Jaffa on the
14th, to rejoin the Britifh army. ' During his ftay at the encamp-
ment, the General had, as well as Colonel Holloway, daily conferences
with the Vizier and Ottoman minifters. Our expedtations were, that
we were to remain with the Turkith -army, which it was thought
would very foon break ground, cither to co-operate with the Britith
forces, or to attack the common enemy at fuch points as fhould be
found advifable in the fequel.

The Cynthia floop of war, Captain Dick, arrived at Jaffa on the
morning of the 15th, with difpatches from Alexandria, which were
immediately fent on {hore. She failed in the evening with difpatches,
to jomn the fleet commanded by Admiral Lord Keith, lying in the bay
of Marmarice, and was to touch at Cyprus on her way.

The Turkith Ramazan, a folemn faft already defcribed, commenced
on the evening of the 16th. No fooner was the new moon, by whick
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it was introduced, defcried, than a general difcharge of cannon, muf-
ketry, and piftols, was heard in every part of the camp, to announce
the event,

L’Entreprenant, an Englith cutter, arrived at Jaffa on the 2111,
with difpatches from Admiral Lord Keith. Among the papers con-
taining intclligence which were received by this channel from Cairo,
was a printed proclamation of General Menou.

Further intelligence from Cairo was received on the 23d, by a
Greek merchant, who had left that place eighteen days before; and
alfo by a confidential Arab, fent by Mahomed Elphi Bey. The latter
had pnﬁ‘ed throungh Cairo and Salahieh, both of which places the
enemy were employed in fortifying, more efpecially the latter, for the
defence of which they had recently fent feveral pieces of heavy ord-
nance. Fe eftimated their force at about twelve thoufand French,
. and from two to three thoufand native troops, diftributed in thrcfc
places and their vicinity. This Arab was the bearer of a note from
Mahomed Elphi Bey to the officer commanding the Britith miffion.

I rode out, in the morning of the fame day, towards Lydda, the
ancient city of Loudda, where Peter, the difciple of our Lord, healed
the aged /Eneas, who laboured under a paralytic complaint ; and
whence he proceeded to Joppa, the Jaffa of modern times, to effedt
a mlracuious cure by rcftonng to life Tabitha, or, as fhe was other-
wife cal]cd Dorcas, a pious and good woman. Lydda 15 dcnommated

by the Greeks Diofpolis, or the city of Jupiter, probably becaufe a
temple had been dedicated in its vicinity to that deity. Since the

crufades it has received from the Chriftians the name of St. George,
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on account of its having been the fcene of the martyrdom and burial
of that faint. In this city tradition reports that. the Emperor Jufti-
nian ere@ed a church.

- On the 25th the confidential Arab, to whom I referred above, left
the camp with the reply of Colonel Holloway to the note of Mahomed
Elphi Bey. Frefh difturbances broke out among the Janiflaries on
the following day.

The Vizier proceeded with great ceremony on the 27th, to vifit the
new baftion, which was now completed. To give a greater éefat to
this event, he, with his own hands, laid hold of the ropes to get 1n
the guns, and then feated him{&lf on the rampart, to fee them placed
in the embrazures.  As foon as the firft gun had been laid on its plat-
form, a folemn prayer was repeated by the Turkifh pricﬁs.‘ Pelices-
were afterwards prefented to Colonel Holloway and Major Hope,
together with feveral caftans to ‘the Turkith officers who were in -
attendance.

There was fo violent a ftorm on the 2gth, that feveral of our tents
were blown down. It blew moft tremendoufly during the night, and
was accompanied by thunder, lightning, and hail.

The three fick who were lodged in the lazaretto-tent being per-
fectly recovered, were releafed from: their confinement on the 314t
Previoufly to their joining the camp, their clothes and bedding were,
together with the tent, committed to the flames ; in addition to which
precaution, they were made to wafh themfelves in the fea.

On the 1t of F ebruary there was a riot among the Janiffaries, for
which feveral caufes were afligned, and, among others, the want of

forage for their horfes. In the midft of their difcontent, they were,
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they faid, willing to agree to two things, namely, that the Englith
thould have barley for their horfes, becaufe they were good friends;
and that the horf{es which drew the guns fhould alfo be furnithed with
provender, as fuch a fupply was neceflary to the public fervice: but
they could not confent that any part of what was in {tore fhould be
iffued for the ufe of the great officers of fiate, as they could afford to
make the requifite purchafes.

The Vizier being indifpofed, I was defired to vifit him, and found
him laid up with fymptoms of a fevere cold, He requefted of me to
fee him from time to time; and, on my repeating my vifit on the {ol-
lowing day, I obferved that he laboured under a great depreffion of
{pirits, which he acknowledged to have arifen from the operation on
his mind of the frequent difficulties he had had to encounter. Among
thefe, the gales of wind which had recently prevailed had forced the
veflels laden with barley, and other fupplies of ftores and provifions
for the Turkith army, to quit their anchorage ; and had alfo prevented
the arrival of other veflels, as had been expeéted. 1In this way a fcar-
city had been occafioned, by which the Vizier had been fruftrated in
his intention of making a movement, however ftrongly he was urged
to do {o by the exifting circumiftances.

Captain Lacy was difpatched to El-Arifh on the 2d, to colled
military information.

The weather was at this time become fettled and pleafant, attended
by the land breeze, which, fetting in towards evening, furnithed an
indubitable token of its continuance. The country in the vicinity of
the encampment began to wear a {miling appearance, and, in con-

fequence of the late heavy rains, was covered with a fine verdure,
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which overfpread even what had been hitherto merely arid and fandy
- hills..

Intelligence was received from Cairo, on the 5th, which ftated,
among other particulars, that the plague had broken out among the
French troops, fixty of whom perithed daily from its attacks, It
gave me great fatisfaction, at the fame time, to learn from the Reis
Effendi, that this formidable adverfary had nearly difappeared among
the Turkifh foldiery.

The New Adventure tranfport had arrived {rom Caiffa, and, toge-
ther with a confiderable number of veflels laden with barley, and
other ftores for the army, lay at anchor off Jaffa. A reinforcement
of troops had alfo reached that place by fea; and a corps of about a
hundred and ﬁftj( Arnauts arrived in the camp, after an overland
march, on the 6th; Thefe arrivals induced the Vizier to make
fome preparations for marching. The Kai Bey having been ordered
to Conftantinople, the Tefterdar was, on the fame day, appointed
Kai Bey in his ftead.

The Vizier tranfmitted information to Colonel Holloway on the
7th, that in the fpace of ten days he fhould march forward with his.
army.

On the 8th a body of Arnauts, m marching into the camp, made
the ufual difcharges of mufketry, the confequence of which was,
that, to our great annoyance and manifeft peril, {everal of their fhots
pafed clofe over the encampment of the miffion. This irregularity,
accompanied by much fhouting and tumult, was continued through-
out the whole of the evening.

Lictters were received on the 11th and 13th from Captain Lacy,
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at El-Anifh.  They ftated, that the enemy were bufied at Cairo in
conftruéting towers, or detached redoubts, provided with heavy artil-
lery ; and were alfo ereéling other works, on which a great number
of perfons were employed. At the date of his letters the plague ftill
prevailed with great violence in the camp at El-Arifh.

The feftival of the Biram, which commenced on the 13th, on tha
completion of the Turkifli Ramazan, or lent, and the celebration of
which was to laft during three days, was announced by the Vizier
by the difcharge of feveral rounds of artillery, accompanied by fre-
quent difcharges of mufketry throughout the whole extent of the
camp. In the evening brilliant illuminations were difplayed.

On the above feftive oceafion, the whole of the following day, the
14th, was fpent by the great officers of ftate, and other Turks, in
making vifits of ceremony, and in demonftrating, in every poflible
way, the joy they felt at being no longer fubjected to the penalties
of the Ramazan, or faft. '

In a benice, or entertainment, which the Vizier commanded for
the 15th, he was accompanied by all his principal officers of {tate,
and by at leaft one thoufand perfons, who joined in the cavalcade.
The troops, whofe numbers appeared to have been latterly much
augmented, were drawn up in a line; and a tent pitched, in which
the Vizier, the principal Turkifth officers, Colonel Helloway, and
 Major Hope, were feated. A djerid party having been aflembled,
upwards of fifty combatants on each fide fupported the different
attacks with great fpirit, agility, and addrefs. Unfortunately, one of
. them received fo ferious a hurt, that he was obliged to be carried oft

the field. In this military exercife, into a concife explanation of
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which [ bave already entered, it. fometimes happens that one of the
opponents, .in riding full fpeed after the other, lances his ftick, or
wand, with fuch force and adroitnefs, that the latter, however dex-
terous he may be, is unable either to lay hold of it, or to parry off
the blow. In fuch a cafe he 1s ineyital;ly ftruck with fo much vie-
lence, as to be obliged to have recourfe to cupping, to rclieve him-
felf from the effe@ls of the fevere bruifes he has received. In this
way it was that the Vizier fome years before unfortunately loft an
cye, which was beaten out by one of his own attendants. To this
unlucky circumftance I adverted, when I gave, in the preceding
pages, a defcription of this diftinguifhed perfonage; but I did not
relate an anecdote which refulted from the accident, and which,
as 1t clearly indicates 2 humane and fccling difpofition, fuch as, it is_.'
to be regretted, few Turks poflefs, is a trait in the Vizier's character
which ought to be recorded. He fent, on the following day, for the
individual by whom he had been wounded, and; on his being brought
before him, made him a valuable prefent, requefting, at the {fame
timne, that he would never again appear in his prefence, left it fhould
remind him of his misfortune.

In returning to the ground of the emcampment, the proceffion
moving in the fame order as in fetting out, a corps of Turkifh
cavalry, Dehlis, galloped forward, and took pofleffion of a height.
A {ham attack being made on them, a heavy firing of mufketry and
piftols, difcharged.in the air, was kept up, the balls with which they
were charged flying, as ufual, in every direion. )

Among the new levies which were daily pouring in to the Turkifl
camp, were feveral individuals who had {uffered an amputétion’ of
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the nofe. This being the punithment inflifled by Djezzar Pacha at
Acre, plainly indicated whence they came.

A Pacha, with a corps of about four hundred men, arrived in the
camp on the 16th. The miffion about this time fuffered great
inconvenience from the difficulty of procuring a neceflary fupply of
provifions.

On the 20th, Captain Leake was ordered to hold himfelf in readi-

nefs to proceed with difpatches to the commander in chief; and on
the following day the Janiffaries, with another party of troops,
marched from the camp, on their way to Yebna—a fufficient indi-
cation that the active military operations were on the eve of com-
mencing,.
. Several other detachments quitted the encampment on the 23d; -
and we were ordered to hold ourfelves in readinefs for the 25th in
the morning, beyond which time the march of the Vizier, with the
remainder of his army, was not to be delayed.

In quitting Jaffa, fome' defcription of the country in which we
had refided for fuch a length of time may reafonably be expedted
from me, in addition to the information I have already been enabled
to give, in detailing the particulars of my occafional excurfions from
the camp. I fhall therefore clofe the prefent chapter with a brief
Tketch of the rooft interefting particulars I was able to colle&, dur-
ing my ftay in this part of Syria; and fhall afterwards refume my
narrative of general occurrences, which will thus have fuffered only
a momentary interruption.

A general idea of the :climate of Syria may be formed from the

following particulars :—During our ftay there, the thermometer, in
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the months of July, Auguft, and September, marked the higheft, in

the afternoons, from ninety-three to ninety-five degrees of Fahrenheit.
It 1s unneceflary to remark, that during this interval the heat was
extremely oppreflive to .fuch of our party as had not been inured to
the more fultry. climes. The fky was,. at the above feafon, beauti-
fully clear, without a cloud to obfture the wide expanfe ; and the
atmofphere pure and benign. The areateft variation of temperature
occurred in the months of O&ober and November, when the rains
came on {uddenly with fome degree of violence. This may properly
be confidered as the rainy feafon, fince, generally {peaking, during
the other parts of the year a drought prevails. The very copious
dews which fall in the dry months, when there is a total abfence of
" rain, promote and forward the vegetation. |

During the fummer months the prevailing winds are from the
north and north-weft. In entering on O&ober, they are more: vari-
able, blowing ftrongly from the fouth, fouth-eaft, and eaft. It is at
this time that the fudden and heavy thowers commence, and that
the fky, which was before fo uniformly clear, is overfpread with dark
and heavy clouds. At length, the month of November drawing
towards its clofe, the rains ceafe to fall, and the weather becomes
pleafant and falubrious. The refult of my obfervations at this {eafon
was, that before fun-rife the thermometer ranged from 42 to 52 and
53, and that, confequently, the mornings were refrefhing and cool.
At noon the variations of the thermometer were from 66 to 70, with
a degree of heat which was by no means oppreflive. _

On the coaft of Syria the fea breeze prevails during the day time,
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and, falling in tke evening, gives place to the gentle land breeze,
which continues to blow until about nine the next morning,

In the month of Detember, 1800, the January fol[owing, and
2 part of February, the weather was very tempeftuous, with heavy
rains, vivid lightnings, and thunders, the explofion of which was
awful and tremendous. During this period the thermometer was
low; and, on one occafion, the ftorm was accompanied by hail,
The winds were ufually from the fouth or fouth-weft. A hazinefs
from the fouthwurd was the fure precurfor of each of the gales; and
to this indication: of foul weather was fuperadded a remarkably large
circle, or difk, round the moon. This boifterous and comparatively
cold weather was highly favourable to the health of the individuals
belonging to the miffion. It yielded, about the 1oth of February,
to a more warm and {ettled temperature of the air, which, beftowing
on the arid hills fome ﬂiglat degree of verdure, rendered the afpe&
of the country more cheerful. '

Syria may in general be confidered as a mountainous country; but
the part bordering on Jaffa has feveral very extenfive plains, which
are Interfected, at certain diftances, with moderate heights. In ap-
proaching Jerufilem, after having proceeded to the other fide of
Ramla, the mountains are very lofty, and, having but a {lender
Iuperficies of earth to cover their rocky prominences, are exclufively
‘adapted to the cultivation of olive-trees, which take root in their very
clefts, and hide the naked appearance they would otherwife exhibit.

In general the country is but thinly covered with trees, and has

~few woods, or thickets. In the parts where there is no texture of

foil, but merely a white loofe fand, not a tree nor fhrub is to be feen.
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To the north {ide of Jaffa, a {mall river, which empties 1tfelf into
the fea, prefcnfs itfelf at the diftance of two or three miles. Tt is
the only one which I met with in Syria: it is probable, however,
that others may have been formed, fubfequently to the excurfions I
made into the interior, by the abundant falls of rain I have had occa-
{ion to notice.

From the information I was able to colleét, as well as from my
own perfonal obfervation, I could not learn that either mines or
eruptions of volcanic matter are to be met with in Syria.

The foil in many parts, in thofe more efpecially bordering on the
deferts, confifts almoft exclufively of a fine white fand,. the refection
from which is extremely painful to the fight. This barren territory
extends, to the northw.ard, beyond Jaffa. It contains, however, in
common with the other parts of - Syria, feveral fertile fpots, covered
with a rich black mould, which very copioufly repay the labour
beftowed on them. On therocky grounds an inconfiderable portion
of calcareous earth is found blended with marl.

‘Wherever the land is fufc&ptfi-ble of cultivation, and has not been
neglected, it affords abundant crops of wheat, barley, Indian corn.
(dourra), tobacco, cotton, and other produdtions. Fruits and vege-
tables are in equal abundance. Among the former are pomegranatés,
figs, oranges, lemons, citrons of an uncommonly large fize, melons,
grapes, and olives. The melons are large, and have a delicious
flavour ; as have alfo the grapes, of which we partook fo late as the
month of December, when we found they ftill retained their exqui-
fite flavour. I have already adverted to the uncommon fize of the

water-melons, many of which weigh from twenty to thirty pounds,
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They are a great and valuable refource to the inhabitants, whe are
fo paflionately fond of them, that, during the fummer months, they
form a great part of their fubfiftence. Notwith{tanding they are as
cooling and refrething, as grateful to the tafte, I was furprifed to
{fee the natives eat them in fuch immoderate quantities, without
experiencing any unpleafant confequences.

Among the vegetable productions for the table may be ranged the
coulcas, the okre, or bannicr, the coufla, a fpecies of gourd, the to-
mata, and a kind of bean which has fome refemblance to our French
bean. The coulcas 15 a root brought from Bairout, Acre, Sidon, and
Damietta, which, when cocked, is in tafte not unlike the potatoe,
from which it differs in appearance by its darker hue and lefs regular
fhape. In its raw ftate it is extremely acrid, and produces on the
mouth and fauces, when tafted, a {fenfation of pricking and {marting,
fuch as is caufed, under the fame circumftances, by the Arum root,
It is confidered by the inhabitants as a wholefome and agreeable
vegetable, and, being feraped and boiled, enters into the compofition
of many of their difhes. The okre isa fine mucilaginous vegetable,
which gives an excellent flavour to the foups,

To the above lift may be added other vegetables, the quality of
which i1s excellent, fuch as cabbages, cauliflowers, {pinage, lettuce,
endive, turnips, cucumbers, radifhes, and onions; the latter ex-
tremely mild. Both fruits and vegetables, as well as all other
marketable commodities, are fold by weight.

The grounds in Syria are in general open. Where enclofures have
been attempted, they are fenced in with the prickly pear tree.

‘Numerous flocks of goats and fheep are diftributed over the plains,
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as well as in the mountainous territory. The tails of the latter are
uncommonly large, refembling thofe of the fheep of the Cape of Good
Hope. Many of them have an extraordinary length of ear; but this
obfervation applies ftill more particularly to the goats, an ear of one
of which I had the cuariofity to meafure, and found it to be nine inches
in length. The cows and oxen are fmall, and of a reddith hue:
large herds of them are driven out in the mornings, to browze in
the plains, and in thofe parts of the mountainous territory, where a
feanty fuperficies of foil, fpread over the rocks, affordsa feeble hope
of pafturage.

The animal food of the Syrians confifts principally of mutton and
goat’s flefh, and they confume buta very fmall proportion of beef,
and no veal. They are, indeed, very {paring in their ufe of flefh,
chiefly confining themfelves in their diet to the vegetable produc-
tions they have in fuch great abundance, and of fuch excellent
qualitics.

The horfes are fmall, but fleet, and very fure footed. In their
choice of them, the Turkifh inhabitants attach themfelves rather to
the figure and {howy appearance of the beaft, than to his fleetnefs
and other ufeful qualities. During our ftay in the country, a good
horfe brought from four to five hundred piaftres, that is, from thirty
to nearly forty Englith pounds.

"The mules are very numerous, and of a large breed. This remark
alfo applies to the afles ; and the latter are much more {wift of pace
than thofe of England.

As a beaft of burden, the camel has a remarkable pre-eminénce 1n

point of utility, The inhabitants being deftitutc of carriages for
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the conveyance of their merchandife from place to place, fuch
vehicles being trcompatible with the ftate of the roads and country,
have neceffarily recourfe to this animal, to perform the labours to
which the mule, from his comparatively diminutive {tature, cunnot
be fubjected. "This is not the only advantage which has refulted to
the Syrians, from the pains they have beftowed in the propagation
of their race of camels, whote patient endurance of fatigues is only
to be equalled by the parfimonious fupport which their nature - re-
quires. In croffing the deferts, or in performing other tedious and
laborious journtes where water cannot be procured, they pafs feveral
days in {ucceffion without alfaying their thirft ; and make a hard
and fcanty meal on the fhrubs and bufhes they may chance to en-
counter on their way, without fubjedin g their mafters to the neceflity
of loading them, in addition to their other burdens, with provender
for thcir'fupport. A {maller and more {lender {pecies of the camel,
called fedgin, is mounted by the netives and others, and is capable
of making a greater progrefs, on a long journey, than a horfe. It
requires fome habit to be reconciled to its motion, which is, how-
ever, not fo fatiguing as might be fuppofed from the appearance of
the animal, for its pace being by long and regular fteps, the rider
feels a fenfation fimilar to that of being rocked in a cradle.®

The Syrians are in general of an ardinary ftature, and of a pare
thin make, but very afive and alert. Their .fpccd, both in mnnirig

and walking, is very great; and being inured as well to privations

* I do not recolle€t to have feen, either in Syria or in Egyiyt, more than one protu-
berance on the back of the camels, whether hedgins or dromedaries, which appear to
he only a more flender and fmaller fpecies of the camel,
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as to fatigucs, they arc capable of enduting an cxtreme toil, with a very
feanty fupport, for a confiderable length of time. In this particular
they have a great refemblance to the Indians of America. ‘Their
countcuances are meagre and wan ; and their complexion fo dark
s, in a varicty of inftances, to approach ncarly to black. Their
hair 1s of a fhining black, and it is worn by the women very long,
cxtending even to the wailt.  They drefs and decorate it in a very
fanciful manner, fufpending from it, and round the head, different
uoins; fuch as paras, fequins, and piaftres, large bunches of which
are alfo fufpended from the ears.  On the wrifls they wear bracelets
of coloured glafs. They ftain their nails of an orange colour with
the henna, and blacken their cyclids with a powder, of which I have
already fpoken in the details [ have given relative to Turkey,

The inhabitants of Syria arc very abftemious in their diet, which
is imple in the cxtreme. It confifls chicﬂy of falted olives, cheefe
of a poor and indigeltible quality, a coarfe bread bady baked, and
formed into flat cakes, and rancid butter, or perhaps oil. They
rarcly indulge themfelves in the ufe of animal {ood ; but on thefe
occafions prepare a wholefome, and to many a palatable difh calied
pilaw, by f{tewing the flefh with rice.  Notwithftanding their
common beverage is water, a {pirituous compound, called rackey,
made {rom the fermented huflks and ftalks of grapes, diftilled with
anifeeds, is imported into Syria from Turkey and Afia,

During our ftay at Jafla we were well fupplicd with fifh, fuch ag
mullets, brecams, &c. Our butter we were obliged fo procure from
Jerufalem : it was made without falt, and coft nearly cighteen pence
Englifh per pound. In every part of the country there is an abun-

FE
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dance of fowls; but we did not meet with either tame ducks, geefe,
or turkies, with the cxception of thofe brought from Cyprus, where
they are bred in great numbers.

There are two claffes of Arabs very different from cach other in
their habits, morals, and ftyle of living. The Fellah, that is the
farmer, or hufbandman, inhabits the villages, or the detached and
iolated dwellings in the plains, under the fubje@ion of a Bey, or,
perhaps, of a Mameluke, or cachef, who, having been originally a
flave to one of the Beys, has gained thé confidence of his mafter,
and received not only his freedom, but the government of a certain
number of villages, on the revenues of which he preys without con-
troul. In the exercife of his oppreflive a@s he is aided by a fuhor-
dinate officer, denominated a gindee. -

Each of the newly apponted cachefs has no fGoner enriched him-
felf by the contributions levied on thc'producc of the wretched Fel-
lahs fubjected to his domination, than he purchafes fuch of the eftates
as devolve to the Bey from the original proprictors, either by death
or forfeiture.  Cafes of the latter defcription frequently occur from
the cupidity of the Bey, who, being aware of the very precarious
tenure by which he holds his government, feizes, on the flightef}
pretext, upon all the property within his reach, and has been fre-
quently known, in the courfe of a fhort and defpotic adminiftration,
to bring the fame eftate repeatedly to fale, Thus are the Fellahs,
while they plant and fow, in an uncertain ftate whether the whale
of the expected produce of their induftry is to be fhatched from
them by their oppreflor, on the ground of confifcation, or whether

they are ftill to be allowed the fmall portion of it -which the Ava-
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nias {pare, and to be maintained in the quict pofleflion of the terri-
' torial property tranf{mitted to them by their anceftors. .

To this clafs of Arabs the artizans, domeflics, and in general all
thofe who conftitute the lower ranks of fociety, in the towns and
villages, belong,

With relation both to morals and induftry, the Fellahs have un-
queftionably an advantage over the Bedouins, or wandering tribes of
Arabs.  Being ftationary, and acquiring by their labour and induftry
the little which is requifite to fatisfy their wants, they have not been
ftimulated to the predatory purfuits by which the latter have
rendered themfelves formidable and obnoxious to fociety. In the
midft of the abject ftate in which they live, they have on fome occa-
fions evinced that they are not deftitute of courage and energy. In
{everal of the diftriGs, more efpecially in thofe of Foua and Demen-
hour, when the French troops, commanded by Generals Defaix and
Beliard, penetrated into Upper Egypt and fome parts of Syria, the
Fellahs manifefted a {pirit of refiftance which the invaders had little
reafon to expect. In the relation which the French artift, Denon,
who accompanied the above detachments, has publifhed, the vigo-
rous refiftance made by thefe people is recorded, but not with all
the circumftances by which the tranfadions were accompanied. It
is certain, that a detachment of eighty French was put to death in
the night-time by the inhabitants of Foua, led by a fanatic fheick ;
and that, on feveral other occafions, they harafled and annoyed the
republican troops, by whom they were at length, with great diffi-
culty, brought under fubjection.

The wandering Arabs, or Bedouins, who form the other clafs, are

rr 2
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divided into. tri!;nes, more or lefs numerous, to each of which difting
limits are affigned.  Thefe tribes do not always live in amity toge-
ther; and whenever, in confequence of an invafion of limits, or
fome other caufe of difpute among themfelves, war is idcclarcd,
alliances are formed, in which the policy of the numbers to be
ranged on cach fide 1s confulted. The weaker tribes, in thefe cafes,
do not of , courfe neglect to aflociate themfelves with the more
powerful, The worlt part of their warfare confifts, however, in the
attacks they malke on travellers, whether in fmall and ifolated parties,.
or in the karge bodies formed for protedtion and defence inte cara-
vans. The Bedouins then betray all the ferocious cruclty of their
chara&er, which they alfo manifeft when they make incurfions into
the villages of the Arab cultivators. In executing their predatory
projedis, they have even dared to penetrate to the walls of Cairo.
The property with which they travel confifts of horfes, camels, and.
‘fheep ; and to feck pafturage for thefe animals, they are conftantly
fhifting their ground, in the deferts where they have taken up their
refidence. A clafs of them, however, more fettled than the others,.
but ftill Bedouins, inhabit tents on the borders of the deferts, and
there cultivate fuch {pots as are favourable to vegetation.

The fwiftnefs of the mares on which they are mounted was a great:
obftacle to the progreﬁ of the French, on their penctrating into
Upper Egypt.  Whenever they felt themfelves in fufficient force fo;
encounter their enemy, the Bedouins attacked with an entire confir
dence that, in cafe of a defeat, they fhould be able to effec their
cfcape. It was on this account that the French had recourfs to the-

formation of a corps mounted on dromedaries, which I have already
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had occafion to notice. By the aid of thefe animals, they furprifed
feveral of the Bedouin tribes in their retreat ; but not without incur-
ring great rifks in penetrating into the deferts, where they were
repeatedly expofed to perith from thirft, the fugitive Arabs leading
them in a direction contrary to that of the watering places, with the
pofition of which they alone were acquainted.

The arms of the: Bedouins confift of a mufket, provided with a
match-lock, {lung round the arm, a fabre, and a long fpear, which
they carry in the hand. The latter of thefc weapons they employ
with great effe, when in purfuit of an encmy. Notwithftanding
they are themfelves armed with mufkets, they have a great dread
of fire-arms, and abandon the ficld to their adverfary, as foon as a few
of their party are brought down by the balls. They cannot, there~
fore, be deemed formidable, when oppofed to troops fubjeéted to any
degree of difcipline ; and are only fo when they encounter an unpre~
pared enemy, or one greatly inferior-in force.

The Arabs in general, whether Bedouins or hufbandmen, are
expert thieves, and are diftinguifhed alfo by their confummate hypo-
crify and treachery. Many of the Fellahs have been converted to -
Chriftianity, and have engaged themfelves as domeftics, in: which:
capacity they require a very firi®@ government to enfure any thing
like obedience. They are, however, excellent grooms, beftowing a
particular attention on the herfes committed to their charge: They
allow them, in the courfe of the day, two- feeds only of barley and
chopped ftraw; and in fupplying them with- thefe meals in the morn~

ing and cvening, give them a very {feanty allowance of water.  They
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have certainly grood reafons in favour of this {paring regimen, as is
attefted by the healthinefs and good condition of the Arab horfes.
"The villages 1n Syria appear to be well peopled; but it is impof-
fible to form any corret idea of the general population of the coun-.
try, in confequence of the migrations of its inhabitants from place:
to place, and of the great proportion of them who refide in tents,
Stich of the Fellahs as have cultivated their Jands wit}

1 any {uc-
cefs, are as careful to conceal their little ftore of riches,

as they were
induftrious in its acquifition. The plea of poverty to which they
refort, is not, however, in every cafe, equally fuccefsful. The avari-
clous Pacha, either perfonally, or by the means of his inftraments,
keeps a watchful eye on each of the cultivators, and endeavours to
eftimate his means. If there is no plaufible colour or pretext for
the entire confifcation of the property of an individual on whom the
fufpicion of riches has fallen, he is called on to contribute g fum
perhaps very difproportionate to his means, on the default of produc-~
ing which not only his property, but his own life, and thofe of his
relatives, are brought into danger. Induftry is thus difcouraged ;
and to the tyranny exercifed over the wretched cultivators may be
attributed the neglected {tate of many large tracts of land, which,
under a better form of government, would be abundantly produ&ive,

"The wooden plough employed here for agricultural purpofes, is
drawn by a pair of {mall oxen. The barley and wheat are fown in
January, and reaped in May. In different parts of Syria the inha-
bitants purfue different modes in the treatment of their vines, which

in fome places they prune nearly to.the furface of the learth, depend-
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ing on the fpring fhoots for the autumnal produce; while in others
they allow them to attain their full growth, fupporting their branches
with props. The grapes, when ripe, are in general held in too great
an eftcem, as a part of the nourifiment of the inhabitants, to be
converted into wine; but this is not invariably the cafe. At Jeru-
falem and Bethlehem we drank fome excellent wine, the produce of
the neighbouring vineyards, which were cultivated with much labour
and induftry.

I thall add a few words of general obfervation on the difeafes of
Syria, with which I fhall clofe the prefent digreflion, and then pro-
ceed to the more immediate objedts of this narrative.

The Syrians are fubject to few endemic difeafes, of which the
plorophthalmy, an inveterate complaint of the eyes, 1s the principal
~ and moft common. It prevails fo generally, that in the town of
. Jaffa nearly two thirds of the inhabitants had, from its effe&@s, lofk
the fight either of one, or of both the eyes; infomuch that the num-~
bers of blind people led abotlit were truly aftonifhing. It appears to
me that the remote caufes of this obftinate difcafe, the effeéts of
which are fo calamitous, may be traced to a bad diet; an expofure
to a hot air from the white and burning fands, the fine particles of
which float almoft perpetually in the atmofphere; and, laftly, the
confined huts or dwellings in which the inhabitants refide. In fup-
port of the probability of the {fecond of thefe caufes, it has been re-
marked, that during the feafon when the figs and grapes ripen, that
1s, 1n the months of May, June, and July, when the moft intenfe
heat prevails, this difeafe is moft common, and is accompanied by

an unufual malignance. With refpedt to the latter caufe which has
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been aflumed, 1t fhould be remarked, that the habitations of the
poorer clafles of Syrians, to whom the pforophthalmy more particularly
attaches itfelf, are formed of a few {tones badly cemented together
by the means of mud or dung, and which, having but a finall cleva-
tion from the foll, rather refemble cells, or caverns, for the abode of
anchorites, than dwellings in which the conveniences of focial life
are confulted. Being utterly deftitute of chimnies, or other openings
to carry off the fmoke, the vapours of the dried camel’s dung, which
15 burned for fuel, difperfe themfelves in the foul atmofphere by
which the wretched inmates are enveloped, and, among other bane-
ful effets, cannot fail to irritate the organ of vifion. It is moft pro-
bably owing to the fame caufe of the impure air which they infpire
in thefe miferable hovels, that the countenances of the Syrian pea-
fants are haggard, fqualid, and without that animated glow which
denotes an equable circulation of the blood, and a free paflage throngh
the excretory channels of the fkin. '

The other difeafes moft prevalent in Syria are dyfentery, cuta-
meous eruptions, {fmall-pox, putrid, intermittent, and remittent fevers,
and, laftly, the plague, which it would appear, however, is generally
brought from other countries. The {mall-pox is frequently very
fatal among the inhabitants, who, to guard againtt its ravages, have
{fometimes recourfe to inoculation. In thefe cafes it is their practice
to punéture the arm with a fharp inftrument; fimilar to a needle,
and to rub on the punctured part the variolous matter taken from a
chofen puftule. This mode of inoculation is confined to the Chrif-
tian Arabs, who are pretty fuccefsful in the refult, although they

bave no recourfe to internal remedies. The mali gnant fevers gene-



.. SYRIA, AND. EGYPT, 22§

rally prevail in the winter feafon, and during the months of Novem-
ber and December 1800, fwept off a great part of the population of *
Acre. |

"The treatment of difeafes employed by the Syrians is as capricious
and immethodical as confined within narrow limits. They place a
great confidence in the ufe of the lancet; but to this they have re-
courfe in the {pring feafon only of the year.

As an argument of the falutary temperature of the air of Syria,
the very rare occurrence of pulmonary difeafes thould be adduced, as
well as the numerous inftances of longevity among the inhabitants,
who frequently attain the age of an hundred, and, in fome inftances,
of an hundred and ten years, and upwards. Were they in a more
civilized ﬂaéc, and united in a {focial compact under a good govern-
ment, they would become very numerous and powerful, the Syrian

women, who marry very young, being remarkably prolific..



226 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

CHAPTER XIL

THE ARMY OF THE GRAND VIZIER—PRINCIPAL OFFICERS—DIFFERENT
CASTS OF PEOY LE—ARTIFICERS AND ATTENDANTS—PRECARIOUS STATE
OF GREATNESS LN THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT—STANDARDS—DERVISES
~—GRUSS SUPER STITION OF THE TURKS—THRADITION RELATIVE TO THE
DOWNFALL OF THE TURKISH EMPIRE—ORIGIN AND PRESENT S5TATE OF
THE JANISSARIES—THE AWNAUTS—LIGHT CAVALRY—VOLUNTEERS—
BELIGIOUS SECTARIES WHO FOLLOW THE ARMY--—PLUNDERENS—MAME-
LUKES—ARABIAN CAMEL-DRIVERS—THIEVISH DISFOSITION OF THE
ARABS~—~TANTA 0§ — GUARDS OF HONDUR—GENERAL CHARACTER OF
THE TURKS — PEASONAL COURAGE — SUPERSTITION-—TEMPERANCE—
ADDICTION TO COFFEE AND TOBACCO—GAMES—PAY AND ALLOWANCE

' OF THE SOLDIERY—MISERABLE STATE OF THE MEDICAL ART AMONG
THE TURKS—HORSEMANSHID,

PBEFIXED to the prefent chapter is a plan or furvey of the

Turkifh encampment, as well as of the town and works of
Jaffa, made by Mr. George Pink, one of the draughtfmen attached
to the Britith miffion. It is accompanied by a fcale, and by the
neceflary explanations, among which will be found the diftribution
of the different clafles of military, a heterogeneous and diforganized
mafs formed from a variety of nations, of which the army of the
Grand Vizier was compofed.  Having been taken towards the ¢lofe
of July 1800, a few weeks after our arrival at Jaffa, the numbers of
effective troops enumerated in the above plan are on a very low efti-

mate, when compared with the fubfcquent ftate of the Turkifh
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forces, augmented by the new: levies which were conftantly pouring
in. In giving a fummary fketch of whatever has fallen under my
obfervation, relative to the army of the Vizier, and to the Turkifh
troops in general, I beg leave to dire the attention of my reader to
the plan, which will enable him to follow my ftatements with
greater precifion,

“The principal Turkifh officers who ferved-in the Ottoman camp,
under the command of his Highnefs the Grand Vizier, were as
follows :

The Seratkier, Mahomed Pacha, a Pacha of three tails,

The Charcagis, Taher Pacha, a Pacha of two tails.

The Yenccheri Agaffi, or Janiflary Aga, having the rank of a

Pacha of two tails, and the chief command of the J aniﬁ'arics.

The Jebigis Bafhi, or commiflary of {tores, a Pacha of one tail,

The Topgis Bafhi, or commandant of artillery.

‘I'he Arabahgis Bathi, or fuperintendant of gun- carriages,

The Coombarahigis Bathi, or commandant of bombardiers.

The Lakemgis Bafhi, or commandant of miners.

The Seymen Bafhi, or fecond in command of Janiflaries.

The Cul Caiyahfi, whofe appointment is fimilar to that of our

officers fuperintending prefs gangs.

The Cadi Afker, or military judge (occafionally attached to the

Ottoman army).

The Etchi Bathi, or Cook Bathi,

The Samfoongis Bathi, or principal dog-keeper.,

The Zahergis Bafhi, or fecondary dog-keeper.

G G2
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Befides thefe there were many others. whom it would be fuper-
floous to mention, and among them feveral whofe prefence in the
camp was not of the leaft utility. Of this defeription are. the two.
perfonages who fiand the laft on the lift, and whofe titles would not
have been enumerated, had it not been for the fingularity of their
appointments.  Originally, a certain number of dogs were, in a
Turkifh army, attached to the troops; but this pracice having been
long difcontinued, nothing now remains except the rank and emo~
luments of the office. That of the Tournahgis Bafhi, or bird-
keeper, who had the charge of the birds formetly carried with the
army, is now become obfolete.

The -appointments held by the generality of thefe officers fuffi-
ciently explain the relative importance of .their ftations. There
are, however, one or two of them who are entitled to a particular
notice, |

The Cadi Afker is, in his judicial capacity, invefted with an office
of great dignity and refponfibility in the Turkith army. He is the
Tupreme judge and arbitrator in all difputes and legal queftions which
may arifc, whether of a civil or military nature. It is, notwith-
ftanding, to be prefumed, that under fo defpotic an adminiftration
as that of the Turks, more efpecially where the military is concerned,
his awards muft be fubjedt to a great degree of controul. A dcli-
neation of the coftume of a Cadi Afker, or military judge, will be
found 1n Plate X.

The Etchi Bafhi, or cook of the corps of Janifldries, whatever his
title may appear to import, has a diftinguifhed confideration in the
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Turkiflh army; and, to hecighten his importance, carrics about him
certain marks and chara@eriftic diftinétions, which render his ap-
pearance highly ludicrons. He is clothed in a large habit of dark.
coloured leather, covered over with devices of plated metaly, which
render it cxtremely weighty, infomuch that on days of ceremony,
when he 1s decorated with all the infignia of his office, what with
the preflure of this habit, or tunic, and that of the otheér patts of his
drefs, which, being allo covered with plates of metal, are equally
cumbrous and oppreflive, he requires the aid of two perfons to aflift
him in walking. It is from this officer, who is both feared and
rcfpected by his corps, that the Janiffaries receive the. punifliment
of the conp de baton. Plate X1, will convey a better idea of the
drefs of this grotefque perfonage than can be comniunicated by any
written defeription.

In a Turkifh army, complexions of every hue, black, copper-~
colour, olive, tawny, yellow, and white, are to-be found; as well as
the different cafts of features, and varietics of fhiape and proportion,
which refult from {o motley a compound of fo many different na-
tions indifcriminately brought together. The corplexions depend
of courfe on the varictics of the climates whence the different corps'
have been recruited. The Africans arc black, with the exception
of thofe who come from the more northern parts of Africa, and who,
notwithftanding they have on the head the curled woolly hair of
ncgroes, arc of a tawny complexion. It has by fome been aflerted,
that they are {fprung from colonies irnported into the countries they
inhabit, from different parts of Europe and Afia. The Egyptians,
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as well as the inlabitants of Afia, Syria, Diarbeker, &c. are alfo dark
or tawny. Among the whites may be comprehended, not only the
Europeans, but the inhabitants of Natolia, Armenia, Georgia, and
Tartary. The Georgians are juftly celebrated for the fineft com-
plexion and moft regular features any wheré to be found. Many of
the Bedouin Arabs differ fo much from their countrymen in their
complexion, as to be nearly black.

So confiderable, in a Turkith army, are the numbers of tradef-
people, attendants, domeftics, and followers of cvery denomination,
that when it is computed to amount to twenty thoufand men, nearly
the half of that number muft be fubftratted, to form an eftimate of
its real and efficient force, when brought into the field. Each of the
chiefs and pachas is conftantly furrounded by a very numerous fuite
of attendants; who keep their eyes fteadily fixed on him to catch his
nod, and haften to the execution of his imperious mandates. By
the numbers of his followers, who thus fwarm about him, his dig-
nity and refpectability are eftimated.  Amidft all this grandeur, his
fitvation, than which nothing can be more precarious, ought not to
cxcite the envy or jealoufy of thofe who ac in the fubordinate ranks.
Should he have fignalized himfelf on a great and trying occafion, it
too frequently happens that his diftinguithed merit points him out
to his fuperiors as the objc& of an odious perfecution. His views
and expectations are thus baffled, and the earlieft occafion fougiit to
accomphih his ruin, and to gratify a hateful {pirit of revenge. To
effect this, he is perhaps ordered to execute an infurmountable diffi-

culty, in the accomplithment of which having neceflarily failed, he



PL.XI1.

o

- -

(' Ny P g - Gy )
s !-f"// ,‘/,/,4',,, s e L. /.rr/ £ o n,%, ﬂ///.r Lot stefacrtcos,
/ / y, .

AR

FURER ot Moaois £ 0is T e B arite e (8 SWads ¢ et Faed |



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. 231

15 deprived of his employment, degraded from his rank, robbed of his
wealth, and jn the midft of his fufferings may efteem himfelf happy
that his life has been fpared by his favage perfecutors.  The maxim
which the Turks have embraced, that fuccefs gives a divine fanétion
to all aflions, fupplies them with an excufe for the commiffion of
the blackeft crimes.

In an Ottoman army, the multitude of ufelefs people to whom 1
have juft alluded, cannot fail to be attended by great inconveniences,
as well as by the occafional diftrefs refulting from an infufficiency of
means. While fo marked an attention is beftowed on an oftenta-
tious parade, which might be permitted elfewhere to the luzurious
inhabitant of the eaft, cvery effential arrangement in the eftablifh-
ment of depots, magazines, &c, 1s negleted, infomuch, that the
horrors of an approaching famine have frequently manifefted them-
felves in the Turkifh ranks, as we can teflify from ocular ob
{fervation.

Each of the Pachas or chiefs has his ref peétive ftandard, which is
very large; and the dervices, or religious profeflors, by whom the
Turkifh army is accompanied, have alfo their facred banners, the _
colour of ‘which is ufually green. In addition to this, each of the
Tmall companies, confifting of from twenty-five to thirty privates,
belenging to the corps of infantry, carries a fmall flag or banderole.
Among the Arnauts thefe little flags are ftill more numerous. The
neceflary inference to be drawn from the employment of fuch a
multiplicity of ftandards, banners, and flags, 15, that thofe who have

the charge of them nmft not on]_)'r diminifh in a confiderable degree,
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in the field of battle, the effedtive force which would etherwife have
been brought into action, but muft even fhackle and impede the’
military operations. How miftaken therefore is the calculation that,
independently of the ideas of grandeur and magnificence whieh the
Turks attach to thefe trivial objeéls, they have the effe@ of infpiring
the enemy with terror and difmay ?

A Turkifh carnp is lighted up at night by a kind of large lan-
terns, formed of iron hoops, and faftened upon long poles. Several
of thefe lights, 1n which rags impregnated with greafe, oil, or a
refinous fubftance, are burned, are placed in the front of the tent of
cach of the Pachas. In the difpofition of the centinels, as well as
in the diftribution of the tents, and, in general, in every effential
arrangement in which fecurity ought to be ftudied, the Turks are fo
extremely negligent and inattentive, as te be conftantly expofed to
a furprife, more particularly in the night-timc. In fuch a cafe the
panic and alasm produced cannot fail to throw every part of the
camp into the utmoft confufion, fince it is impofiible to rally, unite,
and form a whole, where neither order nor method has been ftudied
in the diftribution of the parts. There is nothing, indeed, to ob-
firué the progrefs of an enemy who fhould attempt to penctrate by
night, with cautious and wary fteps, into the camp, and who, by
cutting the cords of the tents, would be certain to produce a fatal
embarraflment -among the -troops within. Whether the flanghter
which would enfue thould be more or lefs terrible, the ultimate
effet of the abandonment of the camp would be the fame; and the

equipage and artillery would become a fure prey to the aflailants.
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The dreadful maffacre which occurred on the 17th of September,
1769, arole from the unprepared ftate of fourteen thoufand Turks
encamped; and the very feeble refiftance they were in confequence
cnabled to make. Inftead of defending themfelves, the greater part
of them crept under the tents, where they were put to death by the
bayonct, without imploring the mercy of their vanquifhers. During
the late conteft in Egypt an equally calamitous fecene was witneffed
at Aboukir, where many thoufands of the Turks who had been
routed in their encampment, in attempting a precipitate efcape,
drowned themfelves in the fea.

The Turks, who are involved in fuperftition, carry about them,
in the camp and in the field, as well as in every other fituation, cer-
tain talifmans, confifting chiefly of verfes of the Koran, to which
they attach very extraordinary virtues, regarding them as a fafe-
guard and a protection againft every danger by which they may be
affailed.

They beftow an implicit faith on an ancient prophecy, a part of
which, according to their traditions, was found engraven on the
tomb of one of their fantons, and which is pretty nearly to this effect:
** "That the Turkifh empirc will be annihilated by the Ruffians ; that
“ the firft battle which will be fought between the two contending
“ powers will be loft by the Ottomans, on the banks of the Niefter;
“ that another battle will afterwards be decided againft them in the
¢ neighbourhood of Conftantinople ; and that their emperors will be
“¢ compelled to refide at Damafeus.” Should they therefore be over-
come, in a future conteflt with this power, it will not perhaps be
owing o much to the imperfe@ ftate of their taftics, to their bad

H I
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gondudt in the field, or to the valour of their cnemy, as to the chi-
merical and fuperflitious ideas they are wealk enough to entertain.
The origin of fuch an extraordinary military body as that of the
Janiffaries has juftly excited curiofity, yet it will be found nearly
fimilar to that of other eftablifhments. Amurat I. for the better
prefervation of his empire, found it neceffary to eftablifh a formi-
dable and well difciplined militia, a part of which was deftined for
the defence of his own perfon. He accordingly colleéted every fifth
youth who had attained the age of fifteen years, belonging to the
Chriftian inhabitants of Bulgaria, Macedonia, and the Greek pro-
vinces, which were thus rendered tributary in a confiderable portion
of their rifing population, Thefe children were carefully inftru&ed
in the Mahomedan religion, and inured for a certain number of years
to laborious exercifes, by the hufbandmen to whofe care they were
entrufted. They were afterwards trained to the ufe of arms; and,
to the end that they might be accuftomed to the Tpilling of blood,
and their charader ftamped with a favage ferocity, they were made
to exercife their weapons on the bodies of prifoners taken in battle,
or on thofe of condemned criminals. They were ftyled hadjem-
oglar, or the children of firangers. This perfonal tribute to which
the Chriftians were fubjeded having been at length commuted into
a fine, the Janiffaries were recruited by volunteers, the greater part
of whom have been latterly taken from the loweft clafles of the
people, infomuch that they are now in a very degraded ftate, when
compared with what they were at their original eftablithment. From

the words yeni-afker, which, in ‘the Turkifh languagc, imply new
levies, the word Janiffary is derived.
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However the Janiflaries, in confequence of deviations from their
~ original inflitution, may have relaxed from the difcipline which in
ancient times rendered them fo formidable, they may fhll be con-
fidered as the moit fele@ and regular of the Turkifl troops. They
are at the fame time better and more uniformly drefled and equipped.
They carry a fhort rifle-barrel mutket, flung acrofs the fhoulder,
awithout a bayonet. The fire of thefe mutkets, the greater part of
which are manufadtured at Damafcus, cannot be very britk, as they
require a confiderable time to load. The other arms of the Janiflaries
confift of a large knife, or dagger, and = pair of piftols faftencd
within the fafh which furrounds the waift. In fome inftances they
carry fabres. On particular occafions they wear a large and fingular
cap of white felt, with a long flap behind, hanging carelefsly down
the back, and in the front a brafs tube, in which the fpoon is in-
tended to be carried for the pilaw, fuch as is worn by the Etchi
Bafhi, Plate XI. Their trowfers being much narrower than thofe
worn by the Turks in gencral, are lefs embarraffing in walking,
During the fummer their legs are naked, as arc alfo their arms as
high as the thoulders. On the feet they wear red flippers, and are
occafionally enveloped by a loofe cloak, When in their tents they
fit and lie on a fmall Turkey carpet, or, when this cannot be pro-
cured, on a fheep-fkin. On a march they carry their water either
in a tin canteen, or in a leathern bottle.

The total amount of thefe corps has been varioufly cftimated. By
forne it has been carried to more than an hundred thoufand effective
men; while others have fuppofed it not to exceed forty thoufand.
Each oddah, or regiment, has a flag or fymbol by which it is diftin-

Ho
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guifhed from the others. Thefe fymbols are in fome inftances cha-
rateriftic, as in the cafe of the thirty-firft oddah, or regiment, where
the anchor on the flag denotes that this regiment is devoted to the
fervice of the marine. In other cafes the fymbols are fanciful, re-
prefenting birds, fifhes, animals, {abres, &c. The arms alfo of the
provinces from whence the regiments were originally recruited, and
the names of which they bear, are reprefented occafionally on thefe
colours. The firength of each oddah depends in a great meafure on
its celebrity.

The prefervation of their colours in battle is not with the Janif-
faries fo much an affair of momentary concern, as that of the large
copper kettles, two in number, which are conftantly placed in the
front of the tents of each regiment, and which are accompanif;d by
a {kimmer, aladle, and a kind of halbert. They have two fets of
thefe coocking utenfils, to guard again{t any accident which may
‘occur; and they are held fo facred as to be a cértain prote@ion to
thofc who feck refuge beneath them.  When both fets are loft, the
regiment is difbanded. On a march thefe kettles are carried in front
of each refpective regiment.

In Conftantinople the Janiffurics form the night guards, and in
parading the ftreets are equipped with heavy fticks, or bludgeons,
‘When, 1n time of war, they are ftationed either in towns or in camps,
many of them aflociate themfelves with the tradefpeople and futtlers,
to whom, if Chniftians more efpecially, they are a prote@ion, and
whofe cuftom they are certain to augment by their influence, while
they fhare their profits.

In addition to the ration which 1s regularly allowed them, they
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teceive 2 moderate pay, which does not exceed a crown per month,
The mode of the monthly diftribution 1 have already deferibed.
‘The Yenicheri-Agafli, or gencraliffimo of thefe troops, is a perfon
of high rank and confideration, invefted with all the dignities of a
Pacha of two or three tails, and having an occafional feat in the
divan. Among the other officers are the Choarbagis, or colonel,
and the Bayra&tar, or ftandard-bearer. The title of Serafkier cor-
refponds with that of our commander in chief of the army, and is
beftowed on a Pacha commanding an army, with other Pachas whe
act under him. With the cxception of the Aga and Colonel, the
"Turkifh military officers in general are deftitute of the refpedtability
which is attached to European officers enjoying the fame rank,
Their promotion being obtained by purchafe and favour, rather than
by merit, the influence of an individual high in power is alonc

neceflary to raife the moft obfeure individual in the fervice to the

higheft command.

I fhall add a few obfervations on fuch of the Turkith military
corps as deferve a particular notice, and then proceed to the narra-
tive of the operations of the Vizier's army. ‘

The troops which are raifed in the Morea, in Macedonia, Bofnia,
&c. are ftyled Arnauts, and have already been very frequently cited
by me on account of their very turbulent and indocile qualities. The
corps of infantry into which they are formed are commanded by
officers from their refpedtive provinces, which, whenever the Turks
are engaged in a war, are drained of a great proportion of their male
population, on account of the warlike difpofition of the inhabitants,

who are trained exclufively to the ufe of arms, to engage themfelves
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as mercedaries. wherever their fervices may be demanded. RBeing
inured from their infancy to laborious exercifes, they are hardy and
wvigorous; and the purfuits in which they are engafed give them an air
of favage fiercenefs well {uited to their charaéter. Among their other
immoral qualities, they are expert thieves. 'When they are en gaged,
afum of money 15 given to.a Pacha, or fome other chief, to enter-
tain a certhin number of them for a given time. He beftows on
cach of them a fmall monthly pay, in addition to which they are
fupplied, when in the field, by the Turkifh government, with bif-
cuit and rice. A Bin-bathi, having under him feveral officers of
inferior ranks, commands a corps of thefe troops, a thoufand ftrong,.
Notwithftanding they are in general formed into corps of infantry,
feveral thoufands of them were mounted during the laft campaign
in Egypt. Their drefs has fome refemblance to the tunic. That
of the fupcridn officers is of rich velvet, nicely embroidered with
gold. They wear a breaft-plate of filver, or white metal; and in
fome cafes cover the legs with a kind of armour, putting on fandals,
to 1mitate in théir drefs, as nearly as they can, the Spartans, from
whom they fuppofe themfelves defcended, and whofe fierce and
martial air they appear to have retained. The head is thaved, ex-
cept on the middle, or crown, whence a tuft of hair defcends, and
flows loofely down the back. Over the head is a red fkull-cap,
which defcends low dawn on the forehead. In general their appear-
ance indicates that they are very negligent and flovenly in their per-
fons. On a long march, and after a confiderable abfence from their
homes, they are often expofed to the greateft mifery and diftrefs, of

‘which indeed we were ourfelves, on feveral occafions, witnefles.
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Amidft the vices in which they indulge, that of gambling is carried
to fo great an excefs, that when they have loft at cards the little
money they have in their pofleffion, they frequent]y ftake their fire-
arms, and cvery other defcription of property. - They are great ma-
rauders, plundering whatever they can lay their hands on; and fo
unruly and intemperate in their paffions, which they cannot govern,
that they frequeﬁtly commit affaffinations among one another. They
{peak a language peculiar to themfelves, faid to have been handed
down to them by the ancient lyrians.

Their arms confift of a pair of piftols worn in a fafh, with a long
handjar knife, or dagger, and a mufket with a long barrel.  Their
piftols and mufkets are ufually mounted in filver, and much orna-
mented. They are without knapfaélcs, for which, in truth, they
have not the fmalleft occafion. The mode in which they are trained
from their youth renders them excellent markfinen. Plates XII.
and XIII. contain different views of the coftume and military accou-~
trements of an Arnaut foldier.

In the Turkifh cavalry, as well as in the fervice of the infantry,
the foldicr provides himfclf with the arms the moft agreeable to his
fancy. Frequently, however, the horfernen carry pikes and javelins
of different lengths, of which the fhorter ones are girted on and
fecured to the faddle. Some of thefe weapons are fix fect or more
in length, with an iron point, or ferrule, nearly a foot long, to the
bottom of which is attached a taflel made of feathers, or hair.
Having, in training up to difcipline, made the djerid exercife a prin-
cipal purfuit and chief amufement, they lance the javelin with great

force and dexterity. They likewife carry battle-axes, and maces, or



‘240 TRAVELS IN ASIATIC TURKEY,

clubs, with fabres, and, in fome cafes, carabines, or rifle-barrel muf-
kets. It feldom happens that bayonets are employed by the Turkith
foldiery ; but arnong the cavalry, two, or even a greater number of
piftols, ornamented with a filver mounting, are placed within the
Tath, or girdle.

There are two indifpenfable articles with which a Turkifh horfe-
man never fails to provide himfelf, namely, a leathern bottle, or
perhaps feveral, filled with water, and reaching from the faddle to
beneath the belly of the horfe; and his pipe, which is faftened in
front to the pormmel of the faddle.

The number of the cavalry is much greater than that of the in-
fantry. The hotfes on which they are mounted are of a greater or
lefs value and cﬂimatior;, according to the countries from whence
they have been procured. In the management of them their riders
are very adroit; and mount with much grace and agility. As is
the cafe with all the Turkifh and Arab horfemen, their ftirrups are
very fhort.

When on a march, the cavalry are not more regular and orderly
than the other Turkith troops. It is faid that in battle they do not
engage en maflé fo much as the Janiffaries, but are more difperfed.
It is however certain, that on thefe occafions each troop or fquadron,
whatcver may be its ftrength, keeps together without mixing with
the other troops, In ruthing forward, ata given fignal, to encounter
the enemy, each of the horfemen exclaims with vehemence, allah !
allali! invoking the aid of the deity to the enterprize.

Among the troops of light cavalry the natives of Georgia and
Circaffia, known under the common 'app.c}lation of Leghjs, are the
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moft confpicuous., They are well proportioned, of a robuft make, and
have the fine features and complexions for which the above pro-
vinces are diftinguithed. The ftate of warfare which is conftantly
kept up between them and the Ruffian troops ftationed on their
frontiers, together with the hoftilities thcy carry on among them-
felves in a predatory way, and which are.favoured by the mountain-
ous territory they inhabit, have rendered them well calculated for a
military life. Except that the head is not fhaved, and that they
wear a {heep-fkin cap inflead of a turban, their appearance is not
unlike that of the Tartars.

Under the defcription of volunteers may be comprehended the
religious fe@aries whofe excefs of enthufiafm urges them to difpofe
of the little property they poflefs, and to repair, from every p:art of
the. Turkifh empire, to the ftandard of their prophet Mahomed.
But of all the feds the moft numerous is the {e€ of plunderers, who
-alfo refort to his ftandard, in the hope of acquiring a greater booty-
than they could reafonably expe@ elfewhere.

By the word Mameluke is implied a native of a diftant region.
Accordingly the Mamelukes, who made fo confpicuousa figure in hif-
tory fome centuries ago, who recently diftinguifhed themfelves in the
French invafion of Egypt, and whom 1 have had repeated occafions
to nofice in fpeaking of the army of the Grand Vizier, are either Geor-
gian or Circaffian flaves brought into Egypt; with the exception,
however, of a few among them, whofe dark and fwarthy countenance
announces, as well as the caft of their features, that they are of Nu-
bian origin. It is neceffary that every individual Mameluke fhould
have been a {lave, to arrive at the higheft dignities, fuch as Bey, &c.

I1L
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The climate of Egypt, or fome other caufe, however, is extremely
unfavourable to the defcendants of the Mamelukes. They are gene-
tally fhort lived. It is faid that thefe can never be permitted to
enjoy the elevated fituations among the Mamelukes. The children
of Europeans, alfo, who are fettled in the country, are unhealthy,.
and are reared with the greateft difficulty.

There was a time when the more fuccefsful and more enterprifing
of the Mamelules rofe to the higheft dignitics in Egypt, from the
office of Bey to that of Sheick-el-belled, or fupreme governor ; but
the afcendency they had acquired in that country has been latterly
much diminifhed. The numbers of thofe by whom the army of
the Grand Vizier was augmented were comparatively few, but they
were entitled to more. confidence than the generality of the troops..
A very accurate idea of their coftume is conveyed by Plate XIV..

The Arabian camel-drivers, who are not furnifhed, like the Turkifh
foldiers, with tents for their lodging and accommodaticn, while on
the march, are reduced to the neceflity of forming, at the expiration
of each day's march, a ring or circle, by the means of the faddles.
and other furniture of their camels, near. to. whom they are conftantly
ftationed for their fafety and prote@ion. Within this circle they
make a fire with the dung of the- animals, dried roots, withered
fhrubs, &c. and with: all poffible hilarity hover over this fire in the
- ‘evenings, to partake of fuch amufements as their leifure may fuggeft.
On thefe occafions they fing, dance, and relate ftories, fome. of
which are of an hour's duration, While a part of them are engaged
. in dancing, the others beat time to them by clapping their hands.. _
‘When, on the marches we had occafion to make in Syria'and
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Egypt, their camels were laden with our baggage, we never enter-
tained the {malleft apprehenﬁon fcfpc&ing the probity of thefe
Arabs. No fooner, however, were the animals cafed of their bur-
thens, than their drivers confidered that they had -executed- their
truft, and that whatever they could lay theu: hands on was fair
game. This propenfity to theft, which is common to the Arabs of
every defeription, demanded on our fide the utmoft vigilance, as
well during our marches as in the encampment, where the no&ur-
nal robberies which {o frequently occurred, were traced to the fame
fource of Arabian rapacity. ‘

In the courfe of my narrative repeated mention has been made of
the Tartars, who are entrufted with public difpatches. A certain
number of thefe Tartars, under a Khan, or chicf of their own nation,
were conftantly ftationed with the army of the Grand Vizier, to
receive his Highnefs's commands, and to proceed on the different
miffions which the public bufinefs might require. | They are dif-
patched in this way, not only from the armies, but from the capital,
to cvery part of the Ottoman dominions, and are as quict and well
behaved, as they are remarkable for their fidelity, Inftead of a tur-
ban, they wear a yellow calpack, round the inferior part of which
15 a broad band of black cloth. They are a ftrong and hardy race,
capable of enduring the greateft fatigues, and perform their journies
-with remarkable celerity, feldom or never fleeping on the route.
Thcy are provided with a firman, or order, which enables them, in
the towns through which they pafs, to make requifitions for horfes,
and whatever befides may be neceflary for their further progrefs;

112
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and with thefe demands the governors, magiftrates, and others, are
bound ftrné&ly to comply.

The Vizier was, as well as {feveral of his principal officers, attended
by a defcription of guards of honour, ftyled boftangis, a word which
in its literal fenfe, implies gardeners. At Conftantinople they are
VEry numerous, and form the body guard of the Sultan, whofe barge
is entrufted to their management whenever there is a public procef-
fion by water, Their chief, the Boftangi Bafhi, holds an appoint-
ment of great truft, being invefted not only with the civil jurifdic-
tion of the Seraglio, but zlfo with that of the villages on each fide
ot the Bofphorus.

I fhall clofe thefe details by a_few general remarks on the Turks,
more particularly as far as regards their military charadter.

That the Turks paflefs a confiderable thare of perfonal courage is
beyond a doubt : it is therefore to be lamented, that this quality
fhould be rendered ufelefs, or even "pcrnit:lous, by the fuperflition
into which they are plunged, as well as by all the radical vices of
their government. They are hardy, temperate, patient under afflic-
tions, and upright in their dealings, Having been accuftomed from
an carly age to an abftemious mode. of living, and inured to hard-
thips, thofe of the inferior clafles are well calculated for a military
life. Their cuftomary diet confifts of 2 fmall portion of bread or
bifcuit, with a {fcanty allowance of cheefe, onions, olives, and oil,
whenever cither or any of thefe articles can be procured. It occurs
but {feldom that they can gratify themfelves by an.indulgence in

animal food; and in {fuch cafes they are very fond of a pilaw, con-
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fifting of a {ftrong gravy made from mutton, fowls, &c. in which a
proportion of boiled rice is ftewed. This luxury, however, but fel-
dom falls to the lot of the military by whom the Turkifh runks are
filled, and who have recourfe to other and lefs coftly gratifications,
the principal of which are coffee and tobacco. ~The former they
drink in as ftrong an infufion as poffible; and to the ufe of the latter
they are fo much addi@ed, that the pipe is the infeparable companion
of many of the women even among the lower ranks of the Turks.
Wine being prohibited by the Koran, the ufual beverage of every
clafs of Muffulmen is water; but whenever they can prevail on
themfclves to overcome their religious feruples fo far as to indulge
1in the ufe of wine .or {pirits, they fwallow them fo copioufly, ?nd\_
with fuch cagernefs, that, in the intoxication which follows, they
become nbify and riotous in the extreme.

The game of chefs, whichis not prohibited like gambling with
cards or dice, is one of their amufements in the camp, as well as in
the towns. They are likewife very fond of finging, which is gene-
rally performed in a harfh and difcordant tone, without any modu-
lation of the voice.

In addition to his feanty allowance of bread, or bifcuit and rice
(and of barley for his horfe, if belonging to the cavalry), the Turkifh
foldier is allowed from five to ten afpers, that is, from a penny to
two-pence Englifh, per day. With this wretched ftipend he is
obliged to fupply himfelf with tobacco, coffee, onions, olives, &ec.
When fick, he has little to expedt from medical {kill or attendance,
and can place as fmall a dependance on the admimftration of the

neceflary remedies, which are very rarely fupplied to combat his
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difeafe. I wasacquainted with four furgeons belonging to the army
of the Grand Vizier, three- of whom were Italians, whofe pradtice
was chiefly confined to the pachas and commanders of the different
corps. They fell vitims to their profeffional duties. The fourth
was a Turk, whofe {kill in medical fcience correfponded with that
of the greater part of his countrymen who had embraced the fame
purfuit.

As well in camp as in every other fituation, the Turks attend
regularly to their prayers five times in the courfe of the day, at fun-

rife, at nine in the morning, at noon, at four in the afternoon, or

two hours before fun-fet, and at the fetting of the fun. Before each

prayer they invarnably wafh their feet, hands, and face, and having
fpread their little carpet in the tent, make their proftrations, and go

through their devout exercifes. After their {econd prayer, at nine

in the morning, they breakfaft; and delay their dinner until the
laft, or fun-fet prayer has been repeated. Thefe are the only meals
of the lower clafles of the Thurks.

The Seis, or Arab groom, is generally preferred by the Turks, on
account of his {kill and addrefs in the management of horfes. A
portrait of one of thefe grooms will be found in Plate XV. The
. Turks them{elves are, however, little inferior to the Arabs in this
quahﬁcatlon, and pay a particular attention to the animals entrufted
to their care, the bodics of which are con&antly covered either with
a thick cloth to defend them from the weather and from the bites
of infefs, or with the faddle. Whether in the {table, or without
.c_locm at picket, the horfes of the Turkifh cavalry are kept clofely
girthed, and fettered or tethered, and equipped at all points for fervice. |



PLaxy.

s or |
L’.f‘-f— et W“,_J.r(/’ﬂ,é/-)’(/ﬁ//d .
[" .

LablisAd darch I.M‘(),'j.él' RJ’J'N.[/I]IU‘. Kby £ hesk Jiered |



SYRIA, AND EGYPT. | 247
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It is by no means uncuftomary to fee a Turk on horfeback ride
full {peed up to another who is alfo meunted, and having difcharged
his piftol in the air, fuddenly fiop his horfe. He does this as a very
high compliment, and to evince not only his own fkill in horfeman-
thip, but the confidence he repofes in his horfe, over whom he hasa
perfeét command. This mode of paying a compliment is certainly
calculated to excite a confiderable degree of alarm and apprehenfion
in a ftranger who witnefles it for the firft time, and it may be at-
tended with fome danger to one who is not very perfeé in horfe-
manfhip. |

Notwithftanding the precepts of their exclufive religion have ren-
dered this nation haughty and imperious, many of the Turks of a.

diftinguifhed rank difplay, in their focial 1nt€rcourfe great. urbamty
and courtefy of manners.
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CHAPTER XIIL

NARBATIVE RESUMED—BREAKING UP OF THE CAMP AT JAFFA—MARCH
OF THE ARMY—NEW ENCAMPMENT-—ACCOUNT OF GENERAL MUSTA-
PHA, ALIAS CAMPBELL—-—SINGULAR FACT RELATIVE TQO THE PLAGUE
COMMUNICATED BY GENERAL MUSTAPHA—SEVERAL DEATHS BY THE

. PLAGUE—ROCK WHERE SAMSON WAS SURPRISED BY THE FHILISTIN ES
—EKRON—ASHDOD-—ASKALON—RAMAH OF GILEAD—PREPARATIONS
FOR MARCH-—ORDER OF THE MARCH-—NEW ENCAMPMENT NEAR ESDAL,
OR ESHTAOL—ARAB VILLAGES—ASHDOD, OR AZOTUS—FROGRESS OF

THE ARMY—COUNTRY HOUND ASCALON DESCRIBED—DEARTH OF CORN
IN THE CAMP—MARCH TOWARDS GAZ.}—ENCAMPMENT NEAR GAZA—
VISIT TO THAT PLACE—PORCH O.F WHICH SAMSON CARRIED AWAY THE
GATES—-PLACE OF HIS DEATH—DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY AND SUB-
URBS OF GAZA—VPORT OF GAZA—DELIGHTFUL GARDENS—ANTELOPES
—QUAILS—JACKALLS — STRONG DETACHMENTS SENT FROM THE VI-
ZIER'S ARMY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACTIVE OPERATIONS—SUCCESSFUL
PROGRESS OF THE BRITISH ARMY 1N EGYPT—SCARCITY OF SPECIE IN
THE OTTOMAN ARMY--MARCH OF THE ARMY—DIFFICULTIES OF THE

MARCH— ENCAMPMENT AT KAHNYOUNES—TFURTHER MARCH OF THE
OTTOMAN ARMY—ENTRANCE INTO AFRICA—ENCAMPMENT IN THE DE-
SERT—MARCH OVER THE DESERT—ARRIVAL AT EL-ARISH—REGULA-
TIONS OF THE GRAND VIZIER—ARRIVAL OF FRESH TROOPS—DETACH-
MENT SENT OFF TOWARDS SALAHIEH—SERIOUS DISAGREEMENT IN THE
TURKISH CAMP—STORM IN THE DESERT—DEFICIENCY OF PROVENDER —
KAMPSIN WIND—CASUAL SUPPLY INTERCEPTED BY BEDOUIN ARABS-——
ARRIVAL IN CAMP OF A FRENCH DESERTER-—LOSS OF CAMELS—EMBAR-
KATION OF CIVIL ARTIFICERS FOR TINEH~—~MARCH FROM EL-ARISH—

CROSSING THE DESERT—ENCAMPMENT AT BARRAHCAT—MARCH ACHOSS
THE DESERT TO THEAH—ENGCAMPMENT THERE—-MARCH 70O BIR-DENE~
DAR—OVERFLOWINGS OF THE NILE—ENCAMPMENT AT KANTARA—
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MARCH INTO SALAHIEH-—CURIOUS HUTS INHABITED BY ARABS—FLIGHT
OF THE FRENCH FROM SALAHIEH—FORTRESS OF SALAHIEH—DERBILITY
QOCCASIONED BY THE KAMPSIN WIND — INHABITANTS OF EG';'PT---'
MARCH TO KORIN—VILLAGE OF KOLIN—PRECIOUS STONES—EGYPTIAN
FARTRIDGES—FLOCKS OF DOVES— BELBEIS—MODE OF GETTING IN
CORN IN EGYPT——OPPRESSIVE HEAT—APPEARANCE OF THE ENEMY—-
TAHER PACHA DETACHED IN FURSUIT—ACTION BETWEEN THE FRENCH
AND TAHER PACHA, IN WHICH THE FORMEK WERE DEFEATED-—ILL
BTATE OF DISCIPLINE IN THE TURKISH ARMY ~— SACKARS—MARCH
FROM BELBELS TO MESHTOULE—ENCAMPMENT ON THE NILE—WATER
‘OF THE NILE—THE DELTA—ARBRIVAL OF GENERAL HUTCHINSON IN
THE VIZIER'S CAMP—DISEASES IN THE TURKISH CAMP—MARCH TO
DAGONA—-GREAT PYRAMIDS OF GIZA—DISEASES IN THE BRITISH ARMY
~—MARCH TO SHELLACAN—NEW ENCAMPMENT ON THE BANKS OF THE
NILE—ARMISTICE AGREED ON WITH THE FRENCH—FORT SHOULKOUSKI
AND THE PYRAMIDS OF GIZA SUKRENDERED-——CONVENTION AGREED
UPUN—-*I-IELIGEOL[B-—CLOUDS OF DUST—RRITISH TROOPS TAKE POS-
SESSION OF CAIRO—DESCRIPTION OF CAIRO—=—CITADEL—GRAND AQUE-
DUCT-—BATHS—_—-THE MEKIAS, OGR NILOMETER,

A 7 HEN I interrupted my narrative to enter on the preceding

digreffions, I {tated, that the {teps preparatory to the march
of the Turkifh army had been taken on the 24th of February. At
cight in the merning of the 25th this cvent was announced by the
found of the trumpet, the fignal to firike tents: and at half paft
cleven three guns having been fired in the front of the Vizier's tent
as a fignal of departure, the whole of the Ottoman troops who com-
pofed his Highnefs's army, with the exception of thofe who had
been fent off on the preceding days, were put in motion, Their
cffetive force might, on a near calculation, amount to about twelve
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thoufand men, confifting of Topgis, or cannoniers, Janiflaries, Ar-
nauts, Mamclukes, Dehlis, Afiatics, Tartars, Mograbians, Avarees,
and Bcdouin Arabs. His Britannic Majefty’s military miffion
marched with the Grand Vizier, Reis Effendi, and other ftate
officers. This movement, which was to be confidered as the com-
mencement of the active operations of our Ottoman friends and
allies, prefented 4 feene traly novel and intcrcﬁing_. Prcviou:(]y to
the departure of the troops, the Grand Vizier fent forward a pacha
with one of his tails, which was planted on the fpot deftined for his
Highnefs's own particular encampment, and that of the ftate officers.
Within the compafs. of this fpot the ground of encampment for the
Britith military miffion was invariably to be included.

We reached the new ground of cncampment at a little before
three in the 1ftcrnoon It was fituated near the village of Yebna,
and about twelve miles diftant from Jaffa, in a fine open plain fur-
rounded by hills, and covered with herbqge which was highly ac- -
ceptable to the half famifhed cattle, A rivulet formed by the late
rains fupplied us with excellent water.

The Vizier's tent was known exteriorly by two gilt balls placed
on the extremities of the tent poles; and near to it was difplayed a
large white flag, Laving on it an infcription in Arabic charaders,
The troops pitched their tents promifcuoully, round thofe of their

refpedtive pachas or chiefs, whofe pofts in the encampment had been
| marked out by the pacha fent forward with the Vizier's tail. The
duties of this officer are very fimilar to thofe of our quarter-mafter-

general.  On the march, the bands belonging to the Vizier, Kia Bey,
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and feveral of the principal pachas, occafienally ftruck up a martial
air of mufic. The Topgis, with their artillery, were diftributed,
and attached to the moft diftinguifhed of the pachas; and no cir-
cumitance was omitted which could give an air of grandeur to this
military fpectacle. ,

In the evening Captain Skipfey, of his Majefty's floop of war the
Termagant, which we had defcried in the morning off Jaffa, prior
to our leaving the old ground of encampment, reached our new fta-
tion, with difpatches from Admiral Lord Keith, and Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie, to the Grand Vizier and Beis Effendi. He quitted us on
the following day with a part of the difpatches with which he was
charged in reply, to repair to Jaffa, and wait there till the enfuing
morning for thofe which were not yet 1n readinefs to be forwarded.
Previoufly to his departure from the encampment, Captain Skipfey
was, by order of his Highnefs the Vizier, invefted with a pelice.

A detachment of Albanians, about fix hundred {trong, arrived in
the camp on the 20th; and on the enfuing day General Muftapha,
alias Campbell, reached us with difpatches from Sir Sydney Smith.
The general, who is by birth a Scotchman, had refided npwards of
fifty years in Turkey, where he had embraced the Mahomedan reli-
gion, and had, by gradual promotions, attained the rank of Cumba-
ragl Bafhi, or general of bombardiers, in the Turkifh army. An
implicit confidence having been repofed in his talents and fidelity,
he was, in his early carcer, entmfted with the fuperintendance and
conftru@ion of the military works in the Turkith empire, feveral of
which, executed under his direftion, are ftill in exiftence. At the
time of this vifit to the Turkih camp he was between fevcntj and

KK2
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eighty years of age, and appeared to be well informed, and to have
raceived a polifhied education.  He had been repcatcdly attacked by
! the plague, relative to which difeafe he communicated to me a {in-
gular fact that had come within his krowledge. A female Circaffian
flave of great beauty was attacked by the plague, and funk under the
complaint ; while her mafter, who had fill continued an intercour{e
with her during her illnefs, efcaped the infe@ion. From this and
other fimilar cafes which have been recited to me, it would appear,
that a certain fufceptibility is neceffary to the reception of the dif~
cafe, or, in other words, that its contagious aftion is refifted by a
certain {tate and condition of the body. Could this particular ftate
of the temperament be o well afcertained as to be produced by the
means of art, the contagion might be effeGually refifted, and its
deleterious. effeéts completely prevented. I may perhaps be thought
too fanguine when I indulge in a hope, that this difcovery, fo effen-
tial to the happiilef’s of mankind, or fome other of paramount effi-
cacy, will one day be brought to light.

A letter, dated at El-Arifl, was received on the 28th from Captain
Lacey, by which it appeared that the plague ftill continued to rage
mn the encampment at that place. We ftill continued healthy in
our camp. Captain Lacey’s fervant fuffered under an attack of
malignant fever.

On the fame day the fix hundred Albanians who had joined the
Vizier's camp on the 26th, quitted it abruptly, and directed their
route towards Acre. This defeétion was fuppofed to have been
occafioned by the want of money and provifions at our encampment.

On the 1ft of March an Arab 'was fent off to the Red Sea with
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difpatches from Colonel Holloway. Intelligence was received of
the death of Haffan Bey Djadavi, a Mameluke from whofe zeal and
enterprifing {pirit the Grand Vizier and Ottoman minifters had
formed the higheft expe@ations. He was deftined to command the
advanced body of the Turkith army, and was fucceeded in this ap-
pointment by Taher Pacha, an Albanian. Haffan Bey funk under
an attack of plague.

" During the night there was a violent gale, accompanied by thun-
der, lightning, and heavy fhowers, which obliged the New Adven-
ture tranfport once more to quit the road of Jaffa,-and feek refuge
at Caiffa. This tempeftuous weather continued for feveral fucceed-
ing days without interruption.

On the 3d one of the Vizier's favourite attendants was attacked
by plague, and died before midnight. The caufe of contagion was
_ traced to a pelice which had belonged to an individual r.ccently cut
off' by this difeafe, having been given him to wear.

On the morning of the 4th an account was brought to us of the
death of artificer Conway, Captain Lacey’s fervant, at El-Arith. A
letter was likewife received from Jaffa, with the particulars of the
death of Mrs. Comfort, one of the women who accompanied the
miflion, and who expired on the preceding evening, after a fhort ill-
nefs of thirty-fix hours. As feveral of the fymptoms of her attack
gave fifc to fufpicions of plague, I inftantly tranfmitted to Jaffa the
neceffary directions for the fecurity of the party of women and chil-
dren at that place, recommending the ufe of the oily fri&ions, and
the other means I have already deferibed,
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Intelligence was brought to us on the 5th, that the plague had
made fuch ravages at Cairo as to have obliged the cnemy to abandon
the town, and pitch their tents withoutfide the walls. We learned
alfo that this terrible fcourge continued to rage with great violence
at El-Arifh, wheze a Pacha, together with feveral of the Mamelukes,
and Ragio, dragoman to Captain Lacey, had heen recently attacked.
In confequence of the {fuppuration of the peftilential tumors, fome
hope of the latter was entertained.

I made a httle excurfion on the morning of the 7th to Yebna,
{ituated on a hill, about two or three miles to the fouth-eaft of the
encampment. It is conjetured that the rock Etam, where Samfon
was furprifed by the Philiftines, was at no remote difftance from this
town. ) )

On the 8th I rode to the fummit of 2 lofty hill, fituated to the
north-eaft of the camp, whence there was a very extenfive and pleal-
ing view of Ramla, diftant in that direftion about five mtles; and
to the {outh-eaft a fine view of the plains covered with rich pai-
turage.  On floping hills of an cafy afcent, by which the plains were
bordered, Yebna, Ekron, Afhdod, and Adfcalon, all of them places of
celebrity in the records of the facred writings, were in fight. Having
now reached the land of the Philiftines, every furrounding fpot was
the {cene of interefting recollections. Ramla, the ancient Ramah,
was the abode of Samuel ; and the giant Goliath, {lain by David, was
of Gath, fitnated to the eaft of Afhdod. In the valley of Ekron the
children of Ifrael and the men of Judah took up arms, and purfued
the Philiftines to the gates of the city. When David was perfecutcd
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by Saul, he fled to Gath, where, as well as with Samuel at Ramah,
he found fhelter and hofpitality.

- Intelligence was received at this time from El-Arifh, that Iimacl
Pacha, the commander in chief of the encampment there, having
been attacked by a fudden fit of vomiting, had been carried off either

by 'p'lague or poifin. e was at an advanced period of life, having
attained his fixticth year, was brave, and not deftitute of information.
He laboured under a fufpicion of being difaffe@ed to the Turkifl
government, on which account he had fpent & confiderable time
under the moft alarming tefrors and apprehenfions; infomuch that
he had been known to fhift his pofition in his tent feveral times in
the courfe of a fingle night, from a dread of aflaflination. In general
the plagve had confiderably abated of its violence at El-Arifh.
Colonel Holloway had recently had feveral conferences with the
Grand Vizier, with a view to recommend to his Highnefs, and in-
deed to urge him with all due earneftnefs, to advance with his army
towards Grand Cairo. The effe& of thefe {olicitations was, that on
the gth in the morning the Janiflaries, together with feveral fmall
detachments, marched forward, On the fame day feveral Tartars
arrived with treafure and other fupplies from Conftantinople, having
pafled through Acre on their route. From this circumftance it ap-
pearcd that our further progrefs would not be long delayed.
A corps of Dehlis, amounting to about four hundred and fifty,
arrived at the encampment on the 10th from Acre. They formed
a part of the five thoufand troops promifed by Djezzar Pacha, who

now manifefted his intention to co-operate ftrenuoufly with the
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combined Britith and Turkifh forces againft the common enemy.
There being a {carcity of barley in the camp, the rations for our
horfes were diminifhed. The artillery was this day fent forward,
and three days -provifions iffued to the army, with a notice to be in
readinefs to march on the following morning. To announce the
march of the Vizier's army, feveral Chaoufes rode through every
part of the encampment, proclaiming at intervals that at fuch an
hour the Sadre Azhim, or Grand Vizier, would move his camp to
fuch a {pot.

Owing to the unfettled ftate of the weather, and the bad roads,
which prevented the guns from being carried forward, the-artillery
were, on the 11th, ordered to halt, and the march of the army pofit-

‘poned until the enfuing day. In the mean time the Vizier fent
advanced detachments to repair the roads.

‘On the 12th, at fun-rifé, the trumpet was founded as a notice to
march, and the camels, with the tents, baggage, and camp equipage,
fent forward.  The order of the marck, on our quitting the ground
of encampment at cleven o'clock, was as follows: The troops being
ftationed in front, were followed by his Highnefs's tartavan, or
Turkith palankin, with nine led horfes, the Vizier, being furrounded
by his guards, mufic, and attendants. Next came the tartavan of
the Kai Bey, and feven led horfes, with his Excellency, guards, mufic,

~and attendants.. The tartavan of the Reis Effendi followed, together
with five led horfes, his Excellency, guards, and attendants. The
Britith military miffion fucceeded; and the rear was brought up' by
the tartavan of t?c ‘Tefterdar, and five led horfes, with his Excele
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leney, goards, and attendants. The military treafures are irivariabiy
carried with the Tefterdar.

The heavy rains which fell on our marching off the ground in-
commoded us not a little, and occafioned many difafters to the bag-
gage and tents. After having proceeded about twelve miles, in the
performance of which the rains continued with little interruption,
we reached, at five in the afternoon, a finc level country, which had
been rendered {fwampy by the long continuance of wet weather ;
and encamped near a river, having over it a remarkably wide bridge.
To the fouth of us, on a hill diftant about three miles, was {ituated
a. village which the Arabs call Efdad, probably what was called
Efhtaol in the feriptural writings. During the whole of this day’s
march. we fkirted the fandy hillocks near the fea fhore.

We were informed that the Vizier would halt at our new ground
of encampment until the 14th, to give time to the camels and other
animals, worn out with fatigue, to recover themfelves. In the event
this proved to be abfolutely neceflary, as a part of the tents and bag-
gage had been either dropped or left on the road, and did not reach
the ground until that day. In the mean time both officers and men
fuffered confiderably from the want of their tents. The difficultics
by which the march was attended will be conceived when I flate
that in the performance of it no lefs than two hundred and ten
camels perifthed.

On the 13th we had fufficient lcifure to look about us, and per-
ceived that feveral fmall Arab villages were fituated on the neigh-
bouring eminences. They were inhabited by the clafs of Fellahs,

LL
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or Arab hufbandmen, whom I have already defcribed, and whe
were for the greater part Mahomedans. They brought to the camp
freth butter of an excellent quality, and a kind of cheefe which re-
fembled our cream cheefe in England, together with eggs, milk,
vegetables, and yourt, which they call Labban. The Bedouin Arabs
tendered us alfo for fale kymack of a good quality.

An Arab fheick arrived on the above day from Salahich, with a
quantity of fine dates, and ather prefents for the Vizier,

The camels having been laden on the 14th at day-break, and
every other preparation made for our departurc, we quitted the
ground at eight o'clock. The morning was uncommonly pleafant;
and after an hour fpent very agreeably on the march, we pafled
through Efdad, a wrctchc:.d village, compofed of a few mud huts. In
purfuing our route through a delightful country, we came to Athdod,
called by the Greeks Azotus, and under that name mentioned in the
Ads of the Apoftles, a town of great antiquity, provided with two
{mall entrance gates. In pafling through this place we faw feveral
fragments of columns, capitals, cornices, &c. -of marble. Towards
the centre 1s a handfome mofque, with a beautiful minaret. By
the Arab inhabitants Afhdod is entitled Mezdel. Two miles to the
fouth, on a hill, is a rain, having in its centre a lofty column il
ftanding entire. The delightful verdure of the furrounding plains,
together with a great abundance of fine old olive-trees, rendered the
icene charmingly piGurefque. In the villages, tobacco, fruits, and ve-
getables, are caltivated abundantly by the inhabitants; and the fertile

and extenfive plains yicld an ample produce of corn. At this time
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the wheat was juft coming into ear, the harveft taking place fo carly
as towards the latter end of April, or beginning of May.
- In profecuting our march, it was the cuftom to halt twice in the
courfe of each day, when a fmall but convenient tent was pitched
for his Highncﬁ the Vizier. On the firft of thefe halts he took his
dinner, coffee, and other refrefhments. I "ncglc&ed to obferve, that
on the firft day's march we partook of fruits and coffec with his
Highnefs. He occafionally rode on horfeback, and at other times
in his tartavan ; as was alfo the cafe with the principal officers of
ftate, who, as well as their chief, avoided fubjedting themfelves to
any confiderable degree of toil, The cuftomary rate of the march
was about three miles an hour; and agreeably to this pmgrcﬁ; the
diftance of any place which lay before us was calculated bgr the
-Turks, who reckon not by leagues, but by hours. After a pleafant
- march of fixteen miles, we reached, at five o’'clock, the ground. def-
-tined for our evening'y halt, and encamped near a river which fup-
plicd us with excellent water, and which was provided with a bridge
of ftone. In this river tradition reports that Dhirce, the divinity
worfhipped at Afcalon, was, in bathing herfelf, metamorphofed into
aafh. Afcalon was diftant-from us about three miles, in the diree-
tion of the fea-fhore. The Britifh military miffion occupied an
eminence; and in the valley bencath thé Turks fixed their encamp-
ment. The river, after taking feveral windingg, appeared to empty
itfelf into a valley te the weftward, towards Afealon. From the
pofition we had taken up we ‘had a commanding view of the fur-
rounding country, which was decorated with the fineft fcenery.  As
well as that through which we had recently paffed, it appeared to us

LL2
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like an earthly paradife, when contrafted with the barren and fandy
hills in the vicinity of Jaffa, to the cheerlefs afpe@ of which we had
been accuftomed for nearly nine months, The camp furrounded
the ruins of an old village, called Mouta-moud, near to which were
feveral groups of fig-trees, whofe appearance announced them to he
nearly as old as the roinous buildings with which they were con-
ne@ed. The fertile plains which extended themielves around us in
every dirc&ion, afforded excellent pafture for cattle, and had received
a new verdure from the late falls of rain, by which the growth of
the corn had been alfo much forwarded, There was o great a
fearcity of this eflential objeét of confumption in the camp, that the
Vizier was under the neceflity of altering his plan, and of marching
forward to Gaza the next morning. The unfortl;natc horfes, who
had fuffered {fo much from the fatigues of the preceding marches,,
were left without barley, and were almoft in as deplorable a condi-
tion as the camels, to whom the wet weather had been extremely
unfavourable. The latter being accuftomed to the parching heats
of the deferts, in which there is an almoft perpetual drought, fubfift
there under circumftances which would fubjedt other animals to

perifh through hunger and thirft. The climate of the deferts, for
which they appear to have been formed, may therefore be confidered

as natural to them; but they cannot endure moifture, however

hardy in other. refpedts, and powerful in fupporting the burdens with

which they are charged. That their free and docile nature is much

abufed, was manifefted on the route to Efdad, the fecond day’s march,

when the roads were rendered almoft impraéticable by the torrents

of ram which poured down, and when, as I have already ftated,
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a very confiderable number of thefe laborious and ufeful animals
perifhed.

During the greater part of the night the Turks were occupled In
preparing for their departure; and on the 15th at day-break the
camels were laden.  Before we quitted the ground, I availed myfelf
of the little leifure which was afforded me to make a fhort excurfion
into the adjacent country. I rode to the fummit of a lofty hill,
whence I faw to the north-eaft, at the diftance of a mile and a half
from the camp, a populous village, the mofque of which was pro-
vided with a minaret of confiderable elevation. The buildings of
Afcalon were not perceptible; but the olive-trees by which it was
furrounded clearly announced its pofition near to the fea-fide. We
were told by feveral of the inhabitants who came to the camp, that
this place contained a great variety of fragments of columns, cor-
nices, and other archite@ural ornaments of beautiful marble, which
Djezzar Pacha had attempted to remove fome years before, but had
been prevented by the inhabitants, who are exclufively of the race
of Arabs, and who manifefted, by their obftinacy on this occafion,
the ftubbornnefs of their nation, rather than the value they attached
to thefe fine veftiges of antiquity.

The troops quitted the ground at half paft cight o’clock, and after
a fhort but agreeable march, halted within three miles of Gaza, the
place where we were next to encamp, and which was nine miles
diftant from the ground we had abandoned. The Turks took their
cuftomary refrefhment; and we were glad to follow their cxample
during the fhort interval which the halt afforded. OQur pofition was

on the edge of a very fine and extenfive plain, adjacent to which
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were {everal groves of olive-treess  We were there met by Captain
Lacey, who had quitted El-Arifh on the preceding day, and was
accompznied by his interprcter Ragio, now in a ffate of recovery
from his attack of the plague at Gaza.

In purfuing our route towards Gaza, the view became fill more
interefting and agreeable, the groves of olivestrees extending from
the place where we had halted to the town, in the front of which
a fine avenue of thefc trees was planted. Gaza 1 fitnated on an
eminence, and 15 rendered pichurefque by the number of fine mina-
rets which rife majeftically above the buildings, and by the beantiful
date-trees which are interfperfed. At half paft twelve o’clock we
reached the ground deftined for our encampment, the Turks pitch-
ing their tents irx a ploan to the eaftward of the town, at the diftance
of about a mile from which we took our {fation on a commanding
height. In approaching Gaza the road was crouded by male and
female Arabs, the latter of whom welcomed his Highnefs the Vizier
and the other Trurkifh chiefs, by a moft unharmonious and {creech-
ing noife. The troops which had been: fent forward fome time be-
fore, were drawn up, and lined the road from. the town to his
Highnefs's tent.

It appeared to-be the intention of the Vizier to make fome fluy
on the prefent ground of encampment; and as there was no barley
in ftore to iffue to the camels, horfes, mules, and affes, thefe animals,
the number of whom was now cftimated at no lefs than fifty thou-
fand, were turned out to graze.

The hill on which the miflion was encamped interfected feveral
extenfive plains, the foil of which, being of @ fuperior quality, weuld
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have richly repaid the inhabitants for the labour of cultivation, had
they beftowed on it an appropriate attention. They appeared, how-
cver, to have been deterred from doing this by the recent vifit paid
them by the French troops, as well as by the expe&ed arrival of the
Turkifh army, whofe prefence they had almoft equal reafon to dread.
‘There was accordingly in thefe plains but little appearance of culti-
vation, at the fame time that every advantage was taken of the paf-
turage they afforded.  Over their furface numerous flocks of fhecp
and herds of oxen were feattered. The latter, like thofe we met
with in every part of Syria, were fmall, their fize not exceeding that
of an Alderney cow.

So great-was the fearcity of barley in the camp, that, being under
the neceflity of purchafing a fupply for my horfe, I paid, in the cur-

rency of the country, a fum nearly cqual to feven fhillings Englith
for a meafure containing about a gallon.

On the 16th I went to Gaza to fec Ragio, Captain Lacey's inter-
preter, and vifited the quarter inhabited by the Chriftians, who have,
as well as every other religious {e®, a particular diftri& affigned to
them in each of the places where they refide. On entering the town
to the caftward, I pafled through a {fmall gateway, near to which it
1s recorded that Samfon acquired fo much celebrity by carrying off
the gates of the city, and where, having afterwards fallen into the
hands of his enemies the Philiftines, he threw down a building, and
buried beneath its ruins himfelf and three thoufand of his adverfaries.

The fuburbs of Gaza are compofed of wretched mud huts; but
withinfide the town the buildings make a much better appearance

than thofe we had in general met with in Syria. The ftreets are of
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a moderate breadth. T went to the bazar to purchafe a {ew necer
fary articles, but found it very indifferently fupplied. Many frag-
ments of {tatues, columns, &c. of marble were feen in the walls and
buildings in different parts of the town.

In a valley lying to the caft of the hill on which Gaza is fituated:
I afterwards vifited the rains of a large mofque, the walls of which
were of a remarkable thicknefs. Over the entrance | obferved feve-
ral pieces of Turkifh {culpture on free-ftone, in a good ftate of pre-
fervation. Within the building feveral plain marble columns lay
difperfed on the ground. According to a tradition maintained by
the inhabitants of Gaza, they had been conveyed thither by a San-
glac in the courft of the laft century. To the ealtward of the town
I perceived alfo the ruins of feveral works which had been blown up
by the French at the time they took pofleffion of Gaza. During
their ftay there I was informed that the plague fwept off five hun-
dred of their men. Their inroad into Syria was indeed marked by
difafters of almott every defcription, not lefs than twelve thoufand
of their beft troops having, according to authentic accounts, perifhed
cither by the fword, by difeafe, by hunger, or bj; fatigue.

When at Gaza I paid a vifit to the governor, by whom I was very
politely entertained. He was in;]ifpofcd, as was likewife his fon,
who laboured under ophthalmia, a difeafe which 1 obferved to be
very prevalent among the inhabitants, many of whom were led
through the ftreets totally blind.

The fuburbs and environs of Gaza are rendered infinitely agree-
able by a number of large gardens, cultivated with the niceft care,

which lie in a dire@ion north and fouth of the town ; while others
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of the fame defcription run to a confiderable diftance weltward, The
numerous plantations of elive and date-trees which are interfperfed,
contribute greatly to the picturefque cffe@ of the fcene exhibited by
the furrounding plains. Thefe, on our arrival, were overfpread with
flowers, the variegated colours of which difplayed every tint and
every hue. Among thefe were the chryfanthemum, fearlet ranun-
culus, lupin, pheafant cye, tulip, china after, dwarf iris, lentil, daify,
&c. all of them growing wild and abundantly, with the exception
of the lupin, which was cultivated in patches regularly ploughed and
fowed, with a view to colle@ the feeds, which the inhabitants em-
ploy at their meals, more efpecially to thicken their ragouts. The
few corn fields which lay at a diftance difplayed the promife of a rich
golden harveft ; and the view of the fea, diftant about a league, tended
- to diverfify ftill more the animated features of this luxuriant fcene.

If-a deficiency could be urged, not of the bounties which nature
had beftowed, but arifing from the improvidence of the cultivators,
it was that of the grafles, which ought to have been fown {rom time
to time to render the pafturage good and nourifhing for the cattle.
In the ftate, however, in which we found the plots furrounding the
cncampment, our half famithed beafts found fome folace and re-
frefliment.

From the eminence on which we had taken up our military fla-
tion, we defcried in the cvening a fail ftanding off and on the coaft.
The wind being contrary, the was ftill in fight, in nearly the fame
fituation, on the morning of the 17th. We entertained a hope that
fhe was laden with barley, the want of which was much felt in the
camp.

M M
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On the 18th feveral veflels hove in fight, fteering from the north-
ward; and a mcflenger, mounted on a hedgin, arrived in the camp,
with the pleafing intelligence that the French had retired from Bcl-
beis, after havirag blown up and deftroyed the works.

In confequenice of a report circulated in the evening that an Eng-
lith frigate had been feen off El-Arifh, it was refolved to difpatch an
Englith officer to that place, to receive any information with which
fhe might be charged for the Grand Vizier. There was now fome
prafpedt of a {upply of corn, the veflels mentioned above having
reached the port of Gaza from Jaffa, from which place an ample pro-
vifion of bread had alfo rcached the camp by land. It was expeéed
that thefe fupplies would enable the army to move forward without
lofs of time.

In making a morning’s excurfion to the fea-fhore, being attraQed
thither by the number of veflels which had hoven in fight, and for
the arrival of which we fo anxioufly panted, I vifited the port or
landing-place of Gaza, an open beach highly dangerous to boats
attempting to land, more efpecially with cargoes, the great furf
which conftantly beats on the (hore expofing them at every inftant
to the rifk of fwamping.  Several fmall veflels, laden with corn and
provifions for the Turkifh army, were lying off at anchor, and fend-
ing on fhore thefe fupplies 1n their boats, ,

My excurfion led me through the delightful gardens of Gaza,
which are very extenfive. They arc filled with a great variety of
choice fruit-trees, fuch as the fig, the mulberry, the pomegranate,
the apricot, the peach, and the almond, together with a few lemon.

and orange-trees.  There are alfo large fpots fet afide for the culti-
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vation of tobacco; and it being the feafon for the removal of the
plants, the inhabitants were bufied in placing them in regular rows.
The enclofures for the cultivation of this plant were fenced in with
the prickly pear-tree.  The Pharach fig-tree, a {pecies of fycamore,
the fruit of which the inhabitants cat when ripe, was alfo cultivated.

Within two miles of Gaza [ pafled through a village, in which
the cottages were a fuperior kind of mud huts, conftrudcd of mud
bricks baked in the fun, with a roof compofed of the trunks of large
trees, covered with a thick layer of mud, which ferves for a garden.
The common mallow, a vegetable which the inhabitants eat when
boiled, and of which they are very fond, grew abundantly on thefe
earth-clad roofs, the verdant furface of which would have prevented
me from recognizing the village until I came clofe to it, had it not
been for the minaret of the mofque, a certain indication of the exift-
ence of buildings on the fpot. On my return in the afternoon 1 was
told that a herd of antelopes were grazing on a hill adjacent to the
encampment. Having engaged a party, we rode out with our guns;
but the extraordinary fleetnefs of thefe animals foon cluded our pur-
fuit.  'We faw large flocks of quails, which are very abundant in
this part of Syria, as are alfo the jackals, by whofe lamentable howl-
ings we were nightly infefted in the camp. Probably thefe were the
animals which Samfon made ufe of to deftroy the harvefls of the
Philiftines.

The neceflary arrangements were made on the 19th for the fu-
ture progrefs and active operations of the Ottoman army, with a
view to which Mahomed Pacha was appointed Scrafkier, or com-
mander of the troops under the Vizier; and Taher Pacha nominated

MMZ2
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to the command of an advanced body of mounted Arnauts.  Captain
Laccy, with a {mall detachment of the royal artillery and royal mili-
tary artificers, was ordered to accompany Mahomed Pacha; and
Captain Leake, of the royal artillery, alfo at the head of 2 fmall de-
tachment, was to accompany Taher Pacha. Thefe officers, both
Britith and Turkifth, were furnifhed with inftruions, copies of
which were refpedively exchanged between the Grand Vizicr and
Colonel Holloway. Previoufly to his departure with Taher Pacha,
Captain Leake was invefted with a pelice by order of the Vizier.

A corps of about four hundred and fifty cavalry, fent by Djezzar
Pacha, arrtved 1n the encampment at this time. The Grand Vizier
detached two thoufand of his troops towards El-Arifh, for which
deftination Taher Pacha was to fet out in the courfe of a day or two.

A difcharge of cannon was madc on the morning of the 2oth, on
the occafion of the appointment of Mahomed Pacha to the poft and
dignity of Seratkier. This event was alfo proclaimed to every part
of the Turkifh army. The Vizicr fhifted his tent to-the centre of
the encampments.

Further accounts were on the 2114t brought to the camp, to cor-
roborate the reports refpecting the landing and fuccefsful progrefs of
the Britifh troops in Egypt. On the following day Taher Pacha,
accompanicd by Captain Leake, of the royal artillery, and his de-
tachment, fet off for El-Arifh with the advanced cavalry.

In a vifit which I paid on the 23d to the Reis Effendi, who
laboured under an ophthalmic complaint, his Excellency imparted
to me the pleafing intelligence that the Turkifh troops were in

general very healthy, and that the plague had entirely ceafed its
ravages. '
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On the 24th the weather was uncommonly ftormy and tempef-
tuous, informuch that the torrents of rain which fell walhed away
the foil from around the tent-pegs, leaving many of the tents them-
felves to fall to tlie ground.

An Arab, who had left Salahich three days before, brought advice
on the 25th, that there were four hundred French only at that place.
When the account of the landing of the Britith was brought to
General Regnier, he was at Belbeis, and inttantly colle@ed his troops,
amounting to about four thoufand, and proceeded to Cairo.  From
the {ftatement of this individual it appeared that the General was
attacked on his route by the Arabs,

Such were at this time the embarrafiments of the Turkifh army,
from a {carcity of fpecie for the payment of the troops, that the
principal Ottoman officers were driven to the ncceffity of fubfcrib-
ing from three to five thoufand piaftres each, to furnith a momentary
relief.

A corps of cavalry, confifting of from five to fix hundred, arrived
n the camp on the above day. The New Adventure tranfport was
ordered to Alexandria with difpatches. In the evening a heavy firing
was heard {from the weftward.

Orders were ifTued on the 26th for the army to advance; but on
the return of the perfons who had been fent forward to infpec the
ftate of the roads, it appeared, that the waters from the late falls
of rain were fo much out as to oblige the Vizier to counterat the
orders he had given. The Janiffaries, however, with the Topgis,
and their trains of artillery, were fent forward, to proccéd to Kahny-

ounes, diftant from the encampment about twelve miles. We had,
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on the preceding evening, been fupplied with frefh camels, as a- ftep
preparatory to our march. They were of the Arabian breed, {maller,
and more flender than thofe commonly employed in Syria, but har-
dicr, and capable of enduring great fatigues. Sixty of thefe animals
were attached to the Britith miffion, and, in confequence of a dif-
pute which had arifen between one of our people and an Albanian,
it wis fettled that the Arab drivers fhould take charge of the bag-
gage. .-

In the evening difpatches from Sir Ralpgh Abercrombie and Ad-
miral Lord Keith were brought to the Vizier.

On the 28th, at ten in the morning, the army began its march,
the baggage having been fent off at a very carly hour, Previoufly to
our quitting the ground, further difpatches were received from Sir
Ralph Abercrombic and Admiral Lord Keith, the contents of which
the Vizier read and communicated at our firft halt. We were then
fix miles diftant from Gaza, and had been obliged to crofs a river,
formed by the late very abundant falls of rain, the waters of which
were fo high, and the current fo ftrong and impetuous, that the paf-
fage was cftfefted by the army with great difficulty, feveral of the
camels, with the baggage, tents, &c. having had a very narrow
cfcape from deftruélion. The difpatches contained the glorious
news of the fuccefs of the Britith troops in Egypt fince their land-
ing, detailing the capture of Aboukir, as well as of the three adtions
which had terminated {o fuvourab]y to the Britith arms, and in
wlich the French had Ioft {four thoufand men, comprehending that
of threc of their generals. On our reaching, at five in the afternoon,

our new ground of encampment at Kahnyounes, the Vizier fired a
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royal falute of twenty-one guns, to celcbrate the above events; and
in the evening, at fun-fet, we heard diftin@ly a difcharge of cleven
guns, which appeared alfo to have been fired as a falute by the
advanced troops.

Our day’s march had been extremely pleafant; and we now oc-
cupied a dry and clevated ground, fupplying us with excellent water.
Kahnyounes is a {mall village, fitnated in a plain on the border of
the defert. TFrom the rifing ground on which the miffion was en-
camped to the eaftward, it exhibited a very plealing appearance, con-
taining not only a handfome mofque, but a ruinous caftle, which
added greatiy to the picturefque effect. The Turks had taken up
their pofition clofe to the village, the inhabitants of which arc exclu-
fively Arabs. The fine plains through which we had pafled this day,
on our route thither, afforded excellent pafturage for cattle, and
contained a greater proportion of grafles and clover than I had feen
in any other part of the country.

At day-break of the 29th the fignal was madc to march; and by
cight o'clock the whole of the armj was in motion, with the moft
favourable weather for its progrefs, and a fine refrefhing breeze from
the weftward, to add to the gaiety which the glad tidings we had
received had diffufed over cvery countenance.  Immediately on our
quitting the village we entered on the defert, in which I obferved a
fhrub, refembling our furze bufh, fhooting up at intervals from be-
neath the fand.  After a march of about two hours, we reached the
boundary which feparates Afia from Africa.

At this place, and in the vicinity of a well, which promifed us a

Tupply of good water, we made a halt, and afterwards rode between
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two columns of Egyptian granite, ereced there, we were told, to
mark diftin&ly the limits which define each of thefe quarters of the
globe. Several portions of the fame material lay {fcattered on the
ground, apparently conncéed in paft ages with buildings ereéed on.
the fpot.

Our late march was not fo dreary and unpleafant as we had reafon
to apprchend ; but we were told that the defert, in proportion as
we thould penetrate fHll further, would affume a more difmal and
folitary afpe&. At one o'clock we arrived at a place calicd by the
Arabs Zaca, or Sheick Sahwych, diftant about fixteen miles from
Kahnyounes, where, for the firft time, we pitched our tents in a
defert. 'We could not complain of the quality of the water we met
with, notwith{tanding it was blended with a confiderable portion of
fand. We faw the holes, which were {till open, faid to be dug by
the French for their corn magazines. The defert exhibited an ap-
pearance {ufficiently barren; but we contrived to pick up a few
fhrubs for the purpoft of cooking. Barley was fiill fo fearce in the
camp, that it {fold at two piaftres and a half, nearly four Thillings
Englifl the feed.

We left Zaca at feven in the morning of the 3oth, in the midft
of a thick fog, which was extremely difagrecable, and the more fo
as our tents and baggage had been fent forward very early, infomuch
that we could neither fhift ourfelves, nor procure any fhelter on our
halts.  Our {mall party, hitherto unprovided with horfes, fuffered
greatly from the intenfe heat, as well as from the fatigues neceflarily
attendant on a march over the heavy fands. The Vizier was not

an unconcerned fpetator of the fufferings to which the troops were
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thus cxpofed, and promifed to furnifh them, on the fubfcquent
marches, either with horfes or camels.  After a march of nearly fix-
teen miles, we arrived at El-Anfh at one o'clock. In approaching
the encampment before that place, the Grand Vizier was met by
Taher Pacha, at the head of a large party of the troops, who had
been marched out for that purpofe. We pitched our tents on
a barren fand, at the diftunce of about half a mile from the fea-fhore,
to the north of the fortrefs., Seweral veflels were lying at anchor,
and their crews employed in landing the cargoes of provifions, bar-
ley, &c. At El-Arifh the barley was fold at forty paras the mcafure,
The Turkifh fhips of war, lately arrived from Aboukir, were alfo
lying off the port.

The troops cncamped at El-Arifh were healthy, having had no
appearance of plague among them for the laft fortnight.  Shortly
alter our arrival, I vifited Taher Pacha, with whom I took coffee,
and who fent to our camp ready drefled provifions, which were
highly acceptable.  We were fupplied with excellent water, fur-
unithed by the late heavy rains which had fallen on the mountains.
The profped of the country around us, the furface of which was
almoft entirely fand, with here and there a few fmall Thrubs growing
in tufts, was wretched and ‘dreary.  The village of El-Arifh, near
to the ruins of which a fort was {lill {tanding, had been deftroyed by
the French, who had, when they captured the place, cut down nearly
the whole of the date-trees by which it was ornamented. It was
fituated at the diftance of two miles and a half from the fea. Our
camp was fupplied with oranges, lemons, raifins, dried figs, and other
fruits, brought by the merchant-veflels from Cyprus, and the price

NN
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of which was extravagantly high. With the exception of onions,
no vegetables were to be obtained.

The Vizier took meafures, on the 31, for the {peedy departure
of the army from the ground it then occupied, According to the
arrangements which had been made at Gaza the troops were in
future to march in three divifions.

In confequence of demands recently made by the Arnauts, who
had had a meeting to debate on their grievances, refpedting the
future fupply to be made to them of water, bifcuit, and barley, the
Grand Vizier adopted the following regulations for the troops: In
the firft place, that no other tents or baggage, except fuch as fhould
be found indifpenfably neceflary, fhould be carried on the march.
Secondly, that all fuch tents and baggapge as thould be ufelefs at the
moment, fhould follow the army. And, laftly, that the camels
fhould be employed for the exprefs purpofe of carrying the water,
barley, and bifcuit, together with fuch tents, and fuch a proportion
of baggage as might be allowed to accompany the army.—T1 dreaded,
I muft confefs, the confequences of thefe regulations to our people,
who would thus be left without tents to thelter them from the effedts
of a hot and parching fun, and who were not, like the Turkiih
troops, 1nured to the climate, and accuftomed to the privations to
which the latter had been habituated from an early age. Under
thefe circumftances, which gave rife to bitter and diﬁrcﬂing reflec-
tions,- 1 lamented the nature of the fervice in which they were en-
gaged, and the melancholy fituation in which I faw them plunged.

Two thoufand five hundred troops arrived in camp on the cven-

ing of the above day. They confifted principally of the Arabs,
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Afarees, who inhabit the eaftern defert, the weftern parts of which
are occupied by the Mograbians.

It was finally fettled on the 11t of April, that a certain portion of
the baggage and. tents fhould be carried with the army ; and that
the remainder fhould be left in the charge of a truflty and refponfible
perfon, to follow its movements with all convenient difpatch.

Taher Pacha, accompanied by Captain Leake, marched on the
2d towards Salahich, with three thoufand men, and three pieces of
artillery.  Summons to the garrifons of Tineh and Salahich were
delivered to Captain Leake by Colonel Holloway, under the autho-
rity of the Grand Vizier, Mahomed Pacha arrived in the encamp-
ment from Gaza, with threc thoufand men, and four picces of
artillery.

Much firing among the Turkifh troops was heard in the camp
on the 3d. It was occafioned by a violent difpute between two
companies of Janiflaries, the 37th and 65th, who, in the divifion of
a quantity of barley which they had found and appropriated to them-
{clves, had come to hoftilities. In this confli& {everal of them were
killed, and many others wounded. It happened that an Arnaut, who
was paffing by during the affray, reccived a flight wound. This
man made an immediate reprefentation to his corps, that it was the
intention of the Janiflaries to fall on and butcher the Arnants with-
out diftinétion. The effe of this mif-ftatement was, that the latter
had recourfe to their arms, and were proceeding to the moft alarm-
ing meafures, which were, however, fortunately prevented by the
ftrenuous interference of the principal Turkifh officers in the camp,

During the whole of the morning it blew a violent gale, which

NNZ
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raifed in the air tremendous clouds of fand, extremely haraffing to
the eyes. At one o'clock there was a hail ftorm, accompanied by
thunder and lightning. In the afternoon the violence of the wind
was not abated ; but 1t was attended by heavy thowers, which im-
peded the elevation of the fands: the impulfion they received was,
however, fo great, that large hillocks were fuddenly formed in diffe-
rent parts. The veflels were driven by the gale from. El-Arifh, fo
as to fubje& us to mmuch eventual diftrefs.

In the evening I rode to the fort, a fquare building provided with
four towers, one at each of the angles. The French had begun two
baftions, which they had not time to finith; and to thefe Major
Fletcher,. of the royal engineers, made fome additions. Originally,
the fort ftood in the centre of the village, which was now a heap of
ruins.

The high winds, and the drifting of the fands, continued to annoy
us greatly on the 4th.  On the following day there was not merely
a fcarcity, but an abfolute want, of barley in the camp, infomuch
that the horfes and other animals, deprived of paiturage fince our
arrival at El- Arifh, were left without food.,  As the blowing weather
rendered the return of the veflels driven out to fea impradicable, the
Grand Vizier fent to Gaza, about fifty miles diftant, for a {mall
fupply of barley.

Mahomed Pacha, with eight thoufand men, and five pieces of
artillery, marched on the fame day. He was accompanicd by Cap-
tain Lacey, of the royal engineers, who was invefted, previoudly to
his departure, with a pelice,

It was officially announced by the Reis Effendi, in the evening,
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that the Vizier would march forward on the gth, His Excellency
fent twelve horfes for the difmounted men belonging to the miffion.
I was forry to learn from him that four cafes of plague had occurred
on the preceding day in the camp.

An individual died of plague on the Gth, within fifty yards of our
tents. The indifference of the Turks to this difeale was truly fur-
prifing.  Ibrahim Bey was pofitively encamped on the burial ground
of El-Arith, where the bodics of feveral thoufands of perfons, who
had fallen viftims to that difeafe during the courfe of the laft fix
weeks, were interred.  His own tent covered a part of the graves !

This being the fourth day our unfortunate horfes had paffed
without food, we made a ftrong reprefentation in their behalf, in
confequence of which a fmall proportion of damaged bifcuit-duft
and decayed rice was iffued to them. To fuch an extremity had
thefe animals been reduced by hunger, that they had eaten their
halters, together with the dung, and whatever lay within their reach.
Scveral of them, as well as many of the camels, had perifhed.  Our
own {ituation, reduced as we were to bad bifeuit and water, was
almoft as deplorable.

Riley, the perfon who had been fent with difpatches, returned on
the morning of the 7th. He had exchanged his difpatches with
an Englifh officer commanding a fchooner; but the veflel on hoard
which he had embarked on his return, having been fhipwrecked,
thofe he was entrufted to bring back were unfortunately loft. He
reported, that the Cupitan Pacha had reached Aboukir with ten
thoufand men; but that Damictta was {Hll in the poffeffion of the

French,
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We were expofed on the gth to a true kampfin. The heat and
clofenefs of the air were {o extremély oppreffive, as to induce an
extraordinary languor and faintnefs. The atmofphere was "hazy
throughout; and the wind blew on the body as if it had pafled
through the medium of a heated oven. During the continuance of
this morbid ftate of the weather, it was from the fouth-caft, fouth,
and fouth-weft.

In the evening feveral veflels appeared off the coaft, but they could
not come to anchor, on account of a fmart and unfavourable breeze
from the fouth-weft. In the mean time the Vizier received a fmall
fupply of batley from Gaza. The party by which it was efcorted,
had, on its return, been attacked by a band of Bedouin Arabs, who
had taken feveral of the mules, and killed one of the people.

Five of the above veflels anchored on the 1oth, and landed eight.
hundred Arnauts from Conftantinople, togecther with a fupply of
corn, which was highly acceptable.

Intelligence reached us on the 12th, that Salahieh had been taken
pofleflion of by Taher Pacha, and by the troops who had quitted the
cncampment a {cw days before. It appeared that on the approach
of the Turkifh forces, the French, about five hundred ftrong, had
made a precipitate retreat towards Cairo. Previoufly to their depar-
ture, they had deftroyed the works in the interior of the place, and
fet fire to the buildings.

A French deferter, who came into camp, and furrendered himfelf
to the Vizicr, reported, that he had left Damictta four days before,
having travelled alone, and on foot, from Tineh, and remained dur-

ing three days without water, He reprefented the French at Dami-
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ctta as being in fuch critical circumiftances, that they would rejoice
at the approach of the Turkifh army, to furnifh them with-a-pretext
for relinquithing the place.

A falute was fired in the camp on the occafion of the capture of
Salahich, an account of which was tranfmitted over land to the
commander 1n chief of the Britifh forces.

During the night we loft the greater part of the camels, together
with their drivers, who had fled to the mountains. This unfortu-
nate cvent was likely to fubje@ the army to great rifks, and very
ferious difficulties, fince our {peedy departure fram El-Arifh was
thus rendered impraflicable.  Detachments of cavalry were on the
13th, fent off in their purfuit. Thus, with the above lofs, the occa-
fional deprivation of provifions, the plague, and the frequent intefline
quarrels among the Turkifh foldiery, we were furrounded, in our
forlorn fituation in the defert, by a train of threatening evils, among
which may be enumerated, peftilenee, and famine, and battle, and
murder, and fudden death,

Several veflels anchored in the road. It was reported .that a part
of thofe which had been driven off by the late gales, had becn
wrecked on the adjacent coaft.

A confiderable number of veflels laden with corn came to anchor
on the 14th. To enable us to pafs the defert with greater eafe, it
was determined to fend the fpare tents and heavy baggage by water
to Tinch. For this purpofe eleven tents, and fuch of the baggage
as was not indifpenfably neceflary to the miffion, were embarked on
board a Turkifh veffel bound to that place, together with gunner

Fofter, and the whole of the civil artificers, whofe fervices would
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not be ncceflary in the interim.  Five tents only were retained for
the party. The Vizier and principal Turkifh officers attended on
the beach, to fu perintend the embarkation of the artillery and ftores
deftined for Tinech, as well as to prevent any confufion which mig.ht
refult from the landing of the barley. After fuch an interval of
diftrefs as had becn cxperienced in the camp, it was natural to pre-
fume that the troops would manifeft great impatience on the land-
ing of the fupplics.

The camels which had been carried off by their drivers were {hll
mifling. Two hundred, however, of thefe animals were brought in
on the 15th by a fheick, who, after having received a handfome
prefent, fet off with his camels and people in the night; at which
time a hedgin, the property of one of the dragomen belonging to the
miffion, was ftolen.

An Englifh {chooner, commanded by Lientenant Milne, arrived
“on the 17th, having on board Major Miffett, with difpatches. We
Iearned through this channel that Major MeKerras, of the engineers,
had been killed, and Major Fletcher made prifoner, in a reconnoitring
party on the water, previoufly to the landing of the Britilh army.
A French flect with feven thoufand troops was expedlted at Alexan-
dria from Toulon. I.Africaine, one of the frigates belonging to
this flect, had been captured by the Englith frigate the Pheebe,
Captain Barlow. The Enghfh, under the command of Colonel
Spencer, and the Turks, with the Capitan Pacha, were before
Rofetta, which was cxpeted to fall very {peedily.

An overland difpatch to the two Britifh commanders in chief was

{fent off by an Arab; and an order tranfmitted by the Vizier to
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Mahomed Pacha, to fend a body of Turkifh cavalry to ad& with
the Britifh army.

At fix in the morning of the 1gth the trumpet was founded to
prepare for the march. In confequence of the fcarcity of camels,
the Vizier was to move forward with a part only of the Turkifh.
army. For the fame reafon the party belonging to the miffion to
march with the Vizier's detachment, was confined to Coloncl Hol-
loway, Major Hope, Mr. Whiteman, {ccretary, Mr. Pink, draught{-
man, myfelf, a ferjeant, and five men. The others were to follow
with the remainder of the Turkifh army, as foon as beafts of burden
could be procured. Stn& orders were given to keep a watchful
cyc over the camel-drivers, in crofling the defert, as there was a pof-
fibility -of their deferting with their camels—a difafter which would
expofe the whole of the army to the rifk of perifhing on its paflage.

A view of El-Arifh, the ftation we were about to quit, will be
found in Plate XVI.

The Vizier quitted the ground of cncampment at noon; and at
three in the afternoon we followed. Prior to our departure, Major
Miffett embarked for Aboukir, with anfwers from the Vizier and
Colonel Holloway to the difpatch'cs vith which he was charged.

Alter a very agreeable march of two hours along the fea-fhore, we
arrived at the wells of Mefloudicl, the place where the traveller
takes his {fupply of water, before he procecds. to crofs the remaining
part of the defert. Neither habitation nor inhabitant was to be feen ;
not was thero {fo much as the appearance of brufh-wood to diverfify
the furface of the anid fands, It was with difficulty that a few dricd
vegetables could be-raked together to heat a little coffce. By dig-

0 0
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ging wellsin the fands to the depth of two or three fect, water was,
however, readily procured : and notwithftanding we were fo near
to the fea-fhore, it was good and fweet. As:-the route from this
ftation to Catieh occupies three days, in the courfe of which no
drinkablec water can be procured, it was neceffary to make an appro-
priate provifion of this neceflary article; and for this purpofe we
were furnifhed -with the fkins of goats properly prepared. The
camels and other animals were laden with bifcuit, barley, and water,
the three eflfentials for the croffing of the defert.

The Reis Effend), who came up after us with the remainder of
the Tuarkifh armiy, informed us that when the troops commanded by
Taher Pacha arrived at Salahich, they purfued the encmy, feveral of
whom they killed in their flight.  Among the purfuers, there were
feveral Moors, who were well mounted, and very expert in the ufe
of their fire-arms, which they difcharge with great cffect when on
full fpeed. Their chief was unfortunately killed in the attack.

At midnight our baggage was {ent off under an efcort ; and at fix
in the morning of the 20th, we proceeded on our route. At the
expiration of two hours and a half we halted for three quarters of an
hour; and at half paft one reached our new ground of encampment,
Barrahcat, where we immcdiatcly pitched our tents. This fpot had
been evidently the bed of a falt lake in paft ages, large quantities
of marine fhells lying {cattered on its furface, together with much
faline matter. 'We took the precaution to dig wells; but the water
was {o falt and brackifh as to be unfit for the cattle. On {ubjeéting
it to an analyfis, I found it to contain a large proportion of comman

falt. The progrefs we had made on this day's march was about fif-
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teen miles; and in purfuing our route we were gratified by the view
of the furprifing vifual deception, which the French term mirage,
and which has been deferibed with great ingenuity by Monge, of
the French National Inftitute. It is peculiar to the defert, and pre-
{ents the diftant appearance of water with fuch an air of truth and
reality, that the thadows of the camels who were in advance, feemed
to be reflefted on the apparent watery furface. To give a more
extraordinary cffe to the illufion, the bodies of thefe animals ap-
peared to be narrowed and clongated upwards, fo as to give them
the appearance of trunks of trees, the branches of which had been
lopped off.  The moft elevated of the diftant fand hills reprefented
light clouds; while the fmaller ones appeared like Thips under a prefs
of {ail in the midft of beautiful lakes. This phenomenon was more
particularly apparent on the levels, which were in fome parts covered
with a faline Tubftance, finely cryftallized, and very fhining and bril-
liant, A portion of this faline matter I colledted for future experi-
ments,

We left our ground on the 2111, at between three and four in the
morning; and, as it was not yet day-light, werc preceded by guides
carrying torches. We loft our way, notwithftanding, and were de-
tained for ncarly two hours. During this day’s march we made two
halts; and at length, at half paft four in the afternoon, reached our
ground of cncampment at Bir-el-habt, after a very laborious and
fatiguing march of thirty miles. Great numbers of {keletons of
camels, horfes, and other animals were feattered on the route, The
carlier part of our march was tolerably agreeable, with the exception
of our having loft our way; but during the laft nine miles we had

002
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to pafs over very heavy fands, and an uneven ground. The heat of
the weather was at the fame time very oppreffive.  We were, how-
ever, enabled to procure a fupply of brackifh water for the cattle.
In the evening the Topgis and Dehlis moved from the ground with
their guns.

I could diftinguith the notes of the nightingale on our march :
they were very fhort, and much inferior to thofe of the fame bird
in England. Several plants and a few flowers were feattered at
intervals,

At this time intelligence reached the encampment, that the ad-
vanced Ottoman army was at Korin and Belbeis.

We marched at fix in the morning of the 22d, and at noon reached
Theah, diftant from Catich about a mile and a half. The route
thither was very hcavy and irregular, infomuch that to perform a
diftance of fifteenn miles we were under the neceflity of making two
halts.  In the vicinity of our encampment there were feveral fine
date-trees.  The wells in general contained good water; but in one
of them it was black and offenfive, like that which is procured at
Harrowgate. The Turks aflerted that the French had thrown into
it a quantity of gunpowder.

On our route great numbers of carcafes.were feattered. We were
met by a meflenger from Mahomed Pacha, who tranfmitted the in-
formation that Tineh had been taken pefleflion of by a detachment
of Turkith cavalry. In abandoning the above place, the French
had Ieft behind two guns, and a quantity of barley, and other ftores.
The two Pachas were {till at Belbeis and Korin, at the latter of

which places, according to the contents of a letter from Captain
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Lacey, a great mortality, fuppofed to be occafioned by the plague,
prevailed among the Turks. It was more probably, however, owing
to conftant fatigucs, and the want of a good nourifhing diet.

The early part of the morning had been clouded over; which ren-
dercd the heat lefs oppreffive; but at ten o'clock, when we were
within two hours march of our deftination, the heat fuddenly be-
came fo extremely intenfe, that, to ufe a vulgar, but expreflive
phiafe, we were Iitcrally broiled by the fun as we trod the fcorch-
ing fands. The appearance-of the defert was here, however, much
improved : we mct with feveral plants and flowers on our way,
together with a few date-trecs; and in approaching Theah, found a
greater proportion of green fhrubs than we had encountered in any
other part of the defert.  In feveral of the hollows there was a fufe
ficient degree of moifture to promote vegetation ; and in thefe fpots
there 1s no doubt but that goad water might be procured with little
trouble. The numbers and varicties of the birds which were flying
about them, were a firong evidence of the truth of this obferva-
tion.

It appeared that a village had once ftood on the fite of our encamp-
ment, {ragments of red bricks, &ec. being feattered over the [urface
of the fands. In the Arabic language alfo, ‘Uheah unplies a village ;
but we could not difcover the veftiges of any buildings. The wells
were fituated beneath a groupe ol fine date-trees. It was the inten-
tion of the Vizier to halt at this place for two days, to give time for
the artillery and ftragglers to come up, as well as to allow fome repofe
to his army, which had had to perform a haraffing march of nearly

feventy miles, in the fpace of four days, over what was certainly to
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be confidered as the worlk part of the defert, in confequence of the
difficulty of procuring water after quitting the wells of Mefloudieb.

A party of camels proceeded to Tinch in the cvening, to bring
back a further Tupply of barley and bifcuit. They returned in the
aftcrnoon of the following day; and in the evening Colonel Hollo-
way fent, with the authority of the Grand Vizier, a fummons to the
fort of Lefbie at Damietta. It was conveyed by Mr. Pink, accom-
panicd by a Turkifh fecretary, provided by the Reis Effendi. The
purport of the anfwer brought back was, that the French command-
ant would not accept the terms held out to him.

I employed myfelf on the 24th in examining the waters I had
collected at the different places at which we had {topped in our paf-
fage through the defert, and colle&ed the refiduous matter for future
experiments. That which 1 had obtained from Tineh was of an
excellent quality, and baving been found in the batin of the caftle
evacuated by the French, I conjectured it to have been brought from
the Nile.

In the evening two hundred and fifty camels laden with barley
arrived from Mahomed Pacha. By this opportunity letters were
received from Captains Lacey and Leake. Taher Pacha had advanced
two miles beyond Belbeis.

On the 25th we rofe at half paft two in the morning, and at
three o'clock the baggage moved off’ the ground. We were, how-
ever, detained until near eight o’clock by fome arrangements 1t was
neceflary to make for fending off a party of camels to Tinch; and
the interval which elapfed hung very heavily on our hands. At ten

o'clock we halted- for nearly an hour, and reached our ground of
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encampment at Bir-denedar at two o’clock, after having performed
a march of cighteen miles. There were feveral date-trees on the
fpot; and the red bricks which lay fcattered on the grounds indi-
cated that it had been formerly covered by dwellings. The water
which wefound at this place was falt, bitter, and of the worft qua-
ity. The weather was extremely hot during our march, which,
being over a rough and uneven ground, covered with deep and
heavy fands, was performed with infinite fatigue. There was, how~
ever, a greater abundance of fhirubs than we had met with on our
preceding marches. Half an hour after we had quitted our late
cncampment, we paffed over a very rongh picce of ground, which,
being covered with large quantitics of faline matter, appeared to
have been a falt work.  Several pits in which the falt water had
been left to cvaporate, had been apparently dug out for that pur-
pofe, and 1hill contained a quantity of pure and white falt. Many of
the date-trees in the vicinity of Catich lay on the ground, having
been cut down by the French for various ‘purpofcs on their retreat
from Syria,

In the courfe of the day’s march the Vizier fent forward a party
of Dchlis to preparc a caufeway over a river, which had formerly
been provided with a capacious ftone bridge. To impede the pro-
grefs of the Ottoman army, the enemy had thrown down this bridge ;
but the impediment was foon removed by the Dehlis, who effeéed
their purpofe in the courfe of a few hours. The river had apparently
been formed by the Nile in its periodical inundation.

Some authentic intelligence having been received relative to the

cnemy’s movements, it was judged neceflary to be very particular in
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the arrangements for the artillery, for which purpofe Major Hope
gave feveral neceflary directions.

Sheick Haflfan arrived in the afternoon with difpatches from
Admiral Blanket, who had obtained pofleflion of Suez. Thefe dif-
patches were inftantly forwarded to the Britifh commanders in chief.
About the fume time we received the intelligence of the death of
Mourad Bey, to whofe command Elphi Bey had ficceeded.

We rofe at two in the morning of the 26th, and fet out at five,
After 2 march of two hours and 2 half, we met with large picces of
water, which had been in feveral places formed into lakes and rivu-
lets by the overflowing of the Nile. It was brackifh, and far from
being of a good quality. In this part of the defert there was a great
quantity of green bruth-wood. The ground was more level, with
a lefs proportion of fand, and the travelling by no means difagrec-
able. At eight o'clock we halted for half an hour; and at ten
o'clock pafled the river over which the caufeway had been thrown.
At cleven o'clock we rcached the ground deftined for our encamp-
ment at Kantara, and found there plenty of good water, together
with fhrubs and grafles for the cattle.  As an abundance of pigeons
and ducks were flying, I took my gun and fhot feveral of the forimer,
which were highly acceptable to our mefs, we being reduced to the
fpare.diet of bread, coffee, and a little rice.

In confequence of the advices which were received of the capture
of Rofetta by the combined Britith and Turkith forces, the Vizier
fired a feu de joye and royal falute.

We rofe at half paft two on the 27th, and at five o'clock were

on foot. 'We halted twice, about an hour cach time, during our
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march, and arrived ai Salahieh at noon. The latter part of the
route was very fandy and laborious. On our approaching Salahich
the quantity of fhrubs gradually diminifhed, and at length totally
difappeared, infomuch that we could not procure fticks for fuel to
boil our coffee. The afpe@ of the country which immediately fur-
rounded us was dreary, confifting entirely of an extenfive defert plain,
or level 5 but to the weftward and northward of Salahich lay im-
menfe woods of date-trees, which extended for feveral miles. We
were encamped to the fouth of the fort, at the diftance of ncarly a
mile,

On the approach of the Grand Vizier to Salahich, his Highnefs
halted under a grove of date-trees, to arrange the manner in which
he thould make his public entry, as well as the form of his encamp-
fment.  The Turkifh army afterwards marched in the following
grder :—Firft, a line of cavalry, fmall parties of horfemen riding up
and down in front of the line, and firing. while on full {peed. Next
another line of Arnauts, with the led horfes of his Highncﬁ,, and the
priefls, or imaums, finging hymns. Next followed Colonel Hol-
loway, Major Hope, &ec. the Turkifh officers of ftate in fucceflion,
and his Highnefs the Vizier, with. his bands of mulfic, and attendants,
And laftly, a body. of cavalry, Dehlis, clofed the rear.

Thus had we furmounted a troublefome, fatigning, and hazardous
march acrofs the defert (a diftance of about one hundred and ffty
miles from Kahnyounes to Salahieh), but not without the lofs of
many animals, and feveral men,  The lamentable fcenes which oc-
caﬁona]-ly prefented themfelves were truly diﬂ:rcﬂing ta a ﬁ:cling
mind. During the tedious and harafling marches to which we had

PP
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been fubjeéted, 1t was found that in particular places which prefented
the greateft diffaculties, the horfes were not capable to drag the ar-
tillery. In thefe cafes the camels were reforted to with great cffe@
and advantage, in confequence of their very docile nature and fteady
draught.

The plate which forms-the frontifpiece of this work, reprefents
the march of the Turkifh army through-a part of the defert. The
Grand Vizier is feated on horfeback, among a groupe of Turks, at-~
tendants, &c. His likenefs is delineated with great fidelity; and
in addition to tlhis trait of refemblance, a very precife idea will be
formed by the reader, on his confulting the plate, of the Turkifh
carriages, called tartavans, employed by the Vizier and principal
officers of flate on the march. The vehicles employed by the Turks
in tranfporting their fick, and the fackars ufed for carrying water,.
are alfo reprefented in the engraving, with a variety of other fubjedts,
which their nature fufficiently explains.

As foon as we had reached Salahich, the Arabs brought into the
encampment for fale a variety of articles' of food, which were pur-
chafed with great cagernefs by the half famifhed military. They
alfo brought in {traw and unthrefhed barley for the cattle. The
harve(t had been very abundant; but fuch had been the loffes which
the population had fuftained by war and difeafes, that the corn,
although ripe, had not yet been got in.  The inondation of the pre-
ceding year had been remarkably high, and had produced very abun--
dant crops.

The Vizier fired a royal falute on his asrival. At four in the after-

noon there was a {miart breeze from the fouth, accompanicd by a
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gentle fall of rain.  The horizon was at the fame time obfcured ;
and the air fo clofe and fultry as to be productive of much oppreflion
and languor.

[ walked in the evening to a fmall village inhabited by Arabs,
who refide in huts conftruced of mud and cancs, and the tops of
which are covered with reeds, branches of date-trees, and other fimi-
lar materials. Nothing could be more wretched than the piflure
which thefc huts, and thofe who dwelt in them, afforded. Their
proprietors were not, however, without their refonrces. They raifed
poultry; and having herds of cows, goats, and fheep, were thus
enabled to fupply the troops with milk, yourt, egps, cheefe, and
butter. They were confequently very ferviceable neighbours. The
above articles were cheap on our arrival; but, as is always cuftomary
in camps, there was little doubt but their price would foon be
advanced.

‘The ground being in part covered by grafles produced by the late
inundation, prefented a verdant furface, which had an agrecable
cffect on the fight, accuftomed as it had been to the vivid refle@ion
from the burning fands in crofling the defert.

The civil artificers who had been fent réund by water, arrived on
the 28th from Tinch, having left behind the principal part of the
baggage, in confequence of their precipitate departure from the vel-
fcl on board of which they had been embarked. We were under
fome apprehenfion for the fafety of our baggage.

We partook this day of the flefh of a young buffalo, which we
{found good and palatable. The inundation of the part of the defert
furrounding Salahich is explained in the following manner by the

P P2
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Turks. On the overflowing, they fay, of the Nile, the earth becomes
fully impregnated with water, which,-being forced up to the furface,
cxudes from beneath, and overflows the grounds. In paffing through
the ftrata of earth,’it meets with portions of faline matter, which it
diflolves, and thus acquires its briny tafte. Being afterwards evapo-
rated by the heat of the fun, it depofits, on the furface of the carth,.
its falt, and forrms the falt lakes which are met with at different
inte rvals.

It grieved me to notice that the difeale of the eyes, fo common
in Syria, prevailed alfo in this part of Egypt. Perfons of every age
were alike fubject to its attacks; and, independently of the nume-
rous cafes of blindnefs I obferved, the inhabitants in general dif~
played, in their meagre and wan countenances, a predifpofition to
this and other difeafes.

On the appearance of the Turkifh army, the five hundred French
who were in the fortrefs of Salahich, fled: not with {6 much
precipitation, however, but that they found time to deftroy a con-
fiderable part of the interior of the work and detached buildings.
It poflefles confiderable ftrength, and is provided with a wet ditch,
well palifadoed.  Sixteen guns appeared to have been mounted ;
and a part of thefe were found fpiked among the ruins, together
with feveral fhells, &c. which had been thrown into the well.
‘Within the fort s a mofque, the lofty minaret of which had ferved
for a look-out. There had alfo been excellent barracks, now in
ruins, within the fortrefs: it appeared to me that they were ca-
pable of receiving a theufand men. Confidering that it was built

in a plain, this fortrefs is of a very extraordinary conftrution,
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Further arrangements and new difpofitions were made for the
Turkifh artillery, and fuch other precautions taken as our approach
towards the cnemy rendered neceflary,

Major Hope quitted the encampment on the 30th, on his way to
Cairo, with propofitions from his Highnefs the Vizier and Colonel
Holloway to the French commandant of that place. The Major
was accompanied by the Secretary to the Sublime Porte.

Lieutenant Milne, of the Goza fchooner, arrived at noon, with
overland difpatches from Tineh. He fet out on his return on the
following day, at which time a difpatch from Admiral Blanket was
received and forwarded to the Britifh commander in chicf, Other
difpatches were alfo forwarded to the admiral by Sheick Gredded,
who was direfted to tranfa& the bufinefs in that quarter for the
Britith forces.

On the 2d of May I found in my tent the dried {keleton of a large
reptile, apparently a {pecies of the lizard, which, notwithftanding it
had loft its tail, meafured eighteen inches from the lead to the
ftump of that part. It had four legs, with five toes on the fore feet,
and four on the hind feet, fharply pointed. The furface of the body
was fcaly.

The period was now arrived for the fall of the rains in Ethiopia ;
and 1t was certain that their effe@s would be {oon manifefted in
Egypt, by the rifing of the Nile, and the general inundation of the
country. A loofe, dry, and fandy foil is in this way rendered fo fer-
tile and produ®ive, that it is faid the inhabitants are occafionally
obliged to mix fand with the néw foil, produced by the overflowing

of the waters, to temper its too rich and luxuriant quality.
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The heat was very oppreflive on the 3d, when the kampfin pre-
vailed, and indu ced great debility and faintnefs, I took a morning's
ride into the country, and pafled through feveral extenfive woods
of date-trees, among which I faw a variety of villages compofed of
the fame wretched mud huts with thofe I have already defcribed.
Beneath the fhade of the date-trees the inhabitants raife barley on
extenfive levels, on which they alfo grow tobacco. The corn was
ripe, but not yet cut down. Several of the levels were {11 marfhy,
owing to the late inundation, which had deftroyed fome of the plan-
tations of barley and tobacco. The cows and bullocks were fine,
and of a large breed, with thort horns. I noticed feveral buffulocs,
which were of a grey colour, and very unfightly in their appearance.
The inhabitants were in tattered garments, which fcarcely covered
their nakednefs, miferably pale and wan, and as wretched as the
dwellings which ferved them for a fhelter. The women had the
face covered with a piece of dirty linen. They are inured to the la-
borious employments of the field, and carry on the head heavy bur~
dens, fuch as loads of provender for the cattle, &c. The melons arc
faid to grow herc toa very large fize, and to be finely flavoured. In
one of the villages I faw this fruit in bloffom. Inftead of being
threfhed, the corn is trodden, as in Turkey.

Our party which had accompanied the Tefterdar, arrived on the
5th from El-Arifh; and at the fame time Major Hope, and the
feeretary to the Sublime Porte, arrived from Cairo, with the reply
of the French General Beliard.

In-the afterncon of the 6th we had a fudden guft of wind from
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the weftward, the horizon being in every part obfcured, with a wild
and tremendous afpedt, as if the atmofphere had been filled with
combuftion.

Torahim Pacha quitted the encampment with three thoufand
men, to proceed againft Damictta, in confequence of the terms
offered by the Vizier not having been accepted,

We marched at ten in the morning of the 7th, and about two in
the afternoon arrived at Korin, a diftance of fixteen miles, During
the greater part of our route, we marched over fands. As we ap-
proached the place of our deftination, the appearance of the country
improved, the foil being more firm and gravelly. The fine planta-
tions of date-trees continuced to énliven our march until we reached
our deftination, We met with feveral hollows filled with the water
which the inundation had left; and in the parts where the ground
was moiftened we obferved that the inhabitants cultivated the lupine
with great attention. The plants were extremely luxuriant, and
grew to the height of more than fix feet: on one of the {ftalks I
counted upwards of an hundred and filty pods. The barley culti-
vated in patches was alfo very promifing.  We faw an abundance
of wild fowl on our route, in the profecution of which we made but
one halt.

Korin is a long village, in paffing through which nothing is to be
feen except the walls of the mud huts. There is only one building
in brick, a decayed moique. The complexion of the wretched, half
naked inhabitants, many of whom are affli®ed with blindnefs, is
ncarly black. They brought us water in white earthen pitchers.

Within li_ttlc enclofures walled with mud they have varicus kinds of
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frunt-trees, fuch as the date, the Pharach fig, the lemon, lime and
orange, the lotus or lote,* and the pomegranate. In pafling through
the viilage, we wwere nearly blinded by the immenfe clouds of fandy
particles which enveloped us on all fides.

The troops encamped at a little diftance from the village, to the
caftward. On one fide of us lay extenfive fields of wheat, barley,
and lupine, while on the other fide a barren defert was in our view,
The foil of the cultivated fpots was gravelly, but -was covered in
fome parts by the rich black mud which the inundation of the Nile
had left. I colleted -parcels of the lupine feeds and wheat, to try
the effe& of their cultivation in England.

In our route we met with a confiderable number-of mud built vil-
lages, furrounded by high walls made of earth or mud, fo as to form
a fquare, at each of the angles of which there is cither a round or a
Iquare tower.  Either there is a fmall héle for the entrance into each
of the villages, or a ladder is employed to gain accefs to it.  Such
15 the uniform conftru@ion of the buildings, and it is moft probable
for the following rcafons: It was neceflary, in the firft place, that
the inhabitants fhould fecure them{elves, their flocks and cattle, from
the general inundation of the Nile; and, fecondly, they had to dread
the attacks of the Bedonin Arabs, who are conftantly hoftile to the
¥elahs, or tribes of cultivatars.

The whabitants of Korin had recently fuffered from the plague,
which was flill making great ravages in feveral adjacent villages.

On the morning of the 8th the Grand Vizier and Reis Effend,

* This tree bears a pod refembling a bean; the fruit, when ripe, has a fweetith
odour, and is very gratcful to the cattle.
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accompanied by Colonel Holloway and Major Hope, marched to
Belbeis, with a fmall part only of their retinue. This fudden mea-
fure was occafioned by difcontents which had broken out at the
above place among the troops of Mahomed Pacha, but which were
foon quieted by the prefence of the Vizier. The army was f{till to
remain encamped for a few days at Korin.

From the time of our arrival in Egypt, the fky had been generally
ubfeure during the day, with great hazinefs of the atmofphere, which
conftantly difappeared in the evening. It is faid that this hazy ftate
of atmofphere above the level of the horizon, is peculiar to the
country.

In the {oil in the vicinity of Korin I found feveral beautiful flones,
carnelions, agates, &c. a fmall colle&ion of which I made. 1In the
afternoon, out of a covey of partridges, T fhot a female, the plumage
of which was very delicate. The head and neck, which were of a
dark fawn colour, were fmall, like thofe of a dove. The wings were
long, with alternate white and black feathers; and the body of a
fawn colour, with white and black rings on the breaft. The bird
was Imaller than an Englifh partridge,

I vifited, on the gth, feveral of the nciglfbouring villages, which,
both with refpe@ to the inhabitants and the dwellings, might vie
in wretchednefs with thofe 1 have lately defcribed.  Notwithftand-
g there svere abundant crops of wheat and barley, and fine herds
of goats, fhecp, and other animals grazing in the plains, f4ll nothing
could be more deplorable than the appearance of the miferable cul-
tivators. In the gardens 1 faw melons, pomegranates, and tobacco
plants.  They arc irrigated by the means of a weill, to which earthen

QQ
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veflels are attached; and the water is conveyed to every part of the
ground by furrows cut out in raifed caufeways,

Flocks of doves, which, as they are not molefted by the inhabi~
tants, are very tame, frequent the cultivated grounds.

On the 10th difpatches from the Britifh commander in chief were
received, and others fent off in return. A Turk, who had remained
prifoner with the French fince the retreat of the Vizier the preced-
ing year, and who had at length effected his efcape from Rahma-
nieh, came into camp, and braught fome account of the fuceeffes of
the Britifh troops in the vicinity of that poit. He ftated that ftrong
patrols had been detached towards Cairo.

About this time a prefent was forwarded by the Vizier to the
Britifh flect and troops at Suez. It confifted of o hundred bullocks,
and a thoufand {owls,

On the 11th, at half paft five in the morning, we marched from
Korin, and reached Belbeis about ten o’clock, having performed a
diftunce of fixteen or feventcen miles, over a pleafant gravelly road.
The inhabitants were bufily employed in getting in their corn, whick
lay in great abundance on the ground. Inftead of cutting it, they
pluck it up by the roots, and colle& it in heaps, each within his own
particular enclofure, where the grain is trodden ont, We met with
feveral plantations of the henna. The dried leaves of this fhrub
form the celebrated yellow, or orange-colour dye, fo much in ufe in
Turkey, &c.  The branches of it are cut low down rto render it
ftubby. The inhabitants alfo cultivate clover, lentils, and the muf-
tard plant. The country is open, being a complete flat, or level ;

and the road one continued caufeway, on which the natives and
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their cattle rendezvous at the time of the inundation, to fhelter
themfelves from the floodings of the plains,

We paffed through feveral villages, the inhabitants of which were
the fame objeds in. point of wretchednefs with thofe we had ob-
ferved on other parts of our route. They were ncarly naked, and
the victims of difeafe and blindnefs. The children beneath the age
of {ix years were completely naked. It was diftreffing to fee fo
much mifery info fine and fertile a country.

"The troops we found at Belbeis were in an intrenched encamp-
ment. A redoubt had been conftru@ed by Captain Lacey.

The weather was oppreflively hot on the 12th. In a marabout
adjoining to our camp, the walls of which were very thick, {o as
perfectly to prevent the rays of the fun from penetrating within, the
thermometer at noon ftood at 97; and on the pole of my tent,
at 104.

In the evening a difpatch was received by the Vizier from the
Capitan Pacha, with the information that Rahmanich had been
taken pofleffion of by the combined Britith and Turkifh forces. On
this accafion a royal falute was fired in the camp.

A ftrong patrol, or reconnoitring party, of twelve hundred men,
quitted the cncampment on the 13th, to feour the country 1n the
dircétion of Cairo, and colle® intelligence. ®

An Englith naval officer arrived at the fame time with difpatches
from Lord Keith.

* In fending forward this party, the Grand Vizier promifed handfome rewards to
thofe who fhould bring in their prifoners unhort.  If, on the ocher hand, they lould
have been put o death, or cven in any degree maltreated, no recompen{e would he
allowed.

QqQ?l
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We were expofed, on the 14th, to the very painful and diftrefling
effe@s of the kampfin. Tofucha degrec was the atmofphere heated,
that the air which blew on us feemed to have iHTued from an oven
or a furnace. 'We were nearly fuffocated during this interval by the
clouds of duft.  In the morning the wind was wefterly, but fhifted
during the gale, which was cxtremely violent, to the north. T had
never before experienced fuch an oppreflion in breathing, nor did I
ever know the thermometer to rife fo high. At ten in the morning,
within a box perforated to give a free admiflion to the air, and placed
within my tent, it rofe to 108; and within the above-mentioned
marabout, inacceflible to the fun’s rays, to 103.

At one o'clock it
was fo high as 112 within the tent.

Colonel Montrefor arrived in the cvening with difpatches fronz
General Hutchinfon.  The Britifh army was in pofleflion of Rah-
manich, in abandoning which place the encmy had Ieft a part of
their fick behind, and had fled precipitately towards Cairo.  Their
gun-boats and fmall veflels had fallen into the hands of the Britifh

and Turkifh forces.  Our lofs was {tated to have been very trifling ;

but that of the Turks was more confiderable. Colonel Thompfon,

of the royal artillery, Joft a leg in the adtion ; and this brave and very
meritorious officer died a few weeks atterwards at Rofetta.

In the evening I walked into Belbeis, which is {ituated on an
eminence: the greater yart of the buildings, formed of a reddith
brick, were in ruins. ‘T'o the fouth-wellt of the town ftands a fortrefs
built by the French, but which they in o great meafurc deftroyed
previoufly to their elbanduning the place. It was not extraordinary

that they fhould {pike the guus, and leave the fortrefs in a very
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ruinous flate; but they very mifchicvoufly deftroyed alfb the prin-
cipal of the mofques, of which there were formerly three at Belbeis.
Cn the weft and north-weft fides of the town the fine fields of corn
were highly gratifying to the view ; but to the fouth and fouth-eaft
the land was a barren defert. Among the fruits the inhabitants
cultivate the lime, the juice of which was highly refrefhing to us
during the intenfe heats which prevailed at this time. _
Early on the morning of the 15th intelligence was received in
camp that the enemy’s forces were approaching to attack the army
of his Highnefs the Vizier. This intelligence being afterwards con-
firmed, his Highne§s, who in the courfe of the carly part of the day
had frequent confultations with Colone] Holloway and Major Hope,
ordered Taher Pacha to fet out at the clofe of the evening with three
thoufand cavalry, and three picces of artillery, to proceed in queft of the
enemy, and to attack them during the obfcurity of the night, thould
a favourable opportunity prefent itfelf, At cvery event he was to
employ all poflible meuns to impede them on their march.  About
three leagues from Belbeis, Taher Pacha fell in with the enemy,
who, on pereciving him, halted, as did alfo the Pacha on his part.
In this pofition the adverfe armies continued during the whole of
the night; when at length, at eight in the morning of the 16th,
Taher Pacha, having been reinforced by about fifteen hundred addi-
tional cavalry, attacked the encmy. He was fhortly after fupported
by Mahomed Pacha, with about five thoufand men, and five pieces
of artillery, and during the adion large bodies of armed Arabs joined
the Ottoman forces ; the Vizier in perfon following, and animating

by his exertions the Turkifh troops, on whom his prefence had a
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very {fenfible effe®®. The aftion was continued for feven hours witly
but little intermifTion ; at the expiration of which time the enemy,
after having been driven from the different pofitions they had taken
up, retreated, but not without being followed up and harafled by
the Turks, by whom they were purfued to El-Hanka, a diftance of
feven miles from the {fpot where the a&ion commenced. The lofs
on either {ide was not deemed confiderable; hut that of the French
could not be exadtly afcertained, as they carried their wounded off
the field. It was probably greater than that of the Turks, who had
thirty men killed, and eighty wounded. On this occafion Colonel
Holloway and Major Hope acted with the Vizier, Captain Lacey
with Mahomed Pacha, and Captain Leake with Taher Pacha.

‘While in the field, his Highnefs the Vizier received, in the after-
noon of the 16th, from Damietta, official information of the capture
of Fort Lefbie, and its dependencies, by lbrahim Pacha, to whem
the above fort had been furrendered on the 14th.

The Vizier had upwards of forty heads brought to him on the
ficld of battle. He ordered the troops to halt towards the evening,
leaving a fmall corps of obfervation to follow the cnemy during the
night. It was by no means his wifh that his troops fhould advance
too near to Cairo, after the fatigucs of the action, left the enemy
thould be reinforced by frefh troops from that city. They returned,
thercfore, to camp quietly and in good order, without betraying the
tumultuous fpirit they had manifefted on other occafions.

The number of the enemy, according to the {tatements made by
the French themfelves, amounted to four thoufand fix hundred in-

fantry, and nine hundred cavalry, with twenty-four pieces of ord-
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nance. The greater part of thefe troops had retreated from Rahma-
nich, and had been reinforced by detachments from the garrifon of
Catro.

Notwithftanding this great and recent fuccefs, which occurred at
a time when the event of a deleat might have been attended by the
moft diftrefling and calamitous confequences, the Turks ftill continued
to difplay that total difregard to difcipline and good order, without
which a happy and fuccefsful iffuc cannot be expe&ed from any mi-
litary operations. This negledt had been frequently urged to them,
and pointed out in the firongeft terms of reprobation. It cannot,
indeed, be expected, while they continue to entertain the prejudices
by which they are now governed, and while they pay fo little atten-
tion to difcipline in the ficld and in the camp, but that they will be
conftantly inferior to their enemics, although there are very many
among them who are by no means deficient in perfonal bravery.

In the ficld, however, the Ottoman army has, among other bene-
ficial regulations, that of the eftablifhment of fackars, a corps felefted
from the Janiflurics, to attend and fupply the troops with water.  On
this fervice they were alfo conftantly employed on a march. They
arc mounted on horfes provided with bells, to the end that their ap-
proach may be known to the troops ; and cach horfe carries two
leathern facks containing ahout forty gallons of water. In a hot
climate like that of Egypt, the utility of fuch an eftablifhment is ob-
vious; and it was owing to the want of a {imilar regulation, that the

French troops, according to the report of General Regnier, fuffered

fo feverely from thirft on the 16th of May.
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Major Wilforh of Hompefch's regiment, arrived in the camp
on the 15th witl‘ difpatches from the Britifh army. He fet off in
the cyen: anted on a hedgin, with difpatches from the Grand
Vizier. e me

On the 164 Colonel Holloway received information from Captain
Chollet, purporting that he was arrived at El-Catania, in the Delta,
With 5 finall pody of Britith cavalry.

Severa] of our people were at this time attacked with violent in-
flammatigp, of the cyes, occafioned by the effe@ls of the kampfin,
together with the duft, and the intenfe heat of the atmofphere.

On the 17th violent gults of wind, which prevailed throughout the
whole of th, days raifed the duft to a prodigious height 1n the air,
In the Cvening W€ had a violent ftorm of wind from the caftward,
accompanied by rain. A French deferter, by birth a German, was
on this day brought into the camp, fo exceffively debilitated from
difeafe ang fatigucs that he died in the courfe of a few hours.

We quitteq ouvr ground of encampment at Belbeis at feven in the
morning of tl,c 1 8th, and after an agreeable march of twelve miles
arrived at Mefhtoule, 2 Villagc diftant from El-Hanka about three or
four miles, We there pitched our tents. The cuountry through
Which we had pafled was a fine level, with a black fuil on which
abundant crops were produced. The wheat, which in Eoypt is of
the bearded kind, wWas perfedtly ripe, and, as well as the barley, lay in
great profufion on the ground. Flux, lucerne, and the muftard plant,
were alfo cultjyated.

The villages, which were thickly feattered to the right and left,
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were very populous; and the inhabitants appeared to be much more
robuft and healthy than thofe we had hitherto met, and were at the
{fame time much better clothed.

There was only one inconvenience in our route, arifing from the
broad and very deep fiffures in the earth, which in many places im-
peded our progrefs, and were even dangerous to the horfes and cattle.
We pafled clofe to the fite of the a@ion of the 16th ; and encamped
within about twenty or twenty-five miles of Cairo.

Colone! Montrefor left the camp on the morning of the 1gth at
break of day, with difpatches for the Britith commander in chief. We
marched at feven o'clock, and arrived at the village of Ben-cl-Hazer,
fitnated on the caftern bank of the Damictta branch of the Nile,
our cncampment extending to the river fide. The water of the
river, to which I walked after dinner, T found of an cxcellent quality.
In the village, as well as in all thofe through which we had pafled
during our latc marches, the inhabitants breed vaft flocks of fine
pigeons.  For this purpofe their boufes are built of mud bricks in a
conical fhape, the lower part being occupied by the inmates, and the
upper by the pigco'ns.

The country about Ben-cl- Hazer is open, without fhrubs or brufli-
wood. The only trees we met with were the date, the Pharaok fig,
a fmall cedar, and the larch-tree.  The breed of buffaloes was very
fine, as was ulfo that of the cows: the latter were delicately propor-
tioned, and of a pale red colour.

The Vizier's movement to the above place from Mefhtoule
was with a view to meet General Hutchinfon, the Britith com-

R
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mander in chief, as well as the Capitan Pacha, to the end that the
ulterior arrangements might be made.

Intelligence wvas received on the 20th that a body of fix hundred
of the enemy, with five hundred and ffty camels, had been captured
by the Britih army on the route leading from Alexandria to Rah-
manich.

At Ben-el-Hazer there were feveral veflels on the river of a pecu-
liar conftru&ion, of which T fhall have occafion to fpeak more parti-
cularly hereafter. The Delta, from the diftant view I had of it,
appeared to be a vaft plain yielding an abundance of corn and other
preductions, and interfperfed with numerous villages built on emi-
nences furrounded by date trees.  On the banks of the Nile the Arab
inhabitants cultivate water melons, gourds, tobacco, indiga, which in
the Arabic is called nileh, and fome few fruits, and other vegetables.

The Vizier was at this time indifpofed with fever, and required my
conftant attendance; as did alifo Mahomed Pacha.

Major Wilfon arrived in the camp with difpatches on the 211t;
and fet out on the following morning early, with difpatches for the
Britith commander in chicf.  In the courfe of the morning of the
latter day, Colonel Stewart, of the 8gth regiment, Captain Diggrens,
of the 11th light dragoons, and three other Britith officers, with a
party of light cavalry, came into the camp to pay their compliments
to his Highnefs the Vizier. They had quitted their divifion, which
was {tationcd in the Delta, at the diftance of a few miles, and con-
fifted of an advanced body of PBritith troops, commanded by Colonel

Stewart, who was to co-operate with the army of the Grand Vizier.
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General Hutchinfon, and the Capitan Pacha, were daily expected
in the camp.

Licutenant Janverin, of the royal navy, was at this time feat off
with difpatches for Sucz.

On the morning of the 23d, an officer belonging to the Britifly
cavalry {ftationed in the Delta came into the camp with letters. His
arrival was followed by that of Major Wilfon, We experienced
on this da_y another kampfin, the heated wind blowing with great
violence from the fouth and fouth-caft,

Owing to the extreme fcarcity of wood, we were at this time
under the neceflity of reforting for fuel to dried cow dung, which
we purchafed of the Arab women, who form it with chopped ftraw
nto cakes, and dry it on the fides of their dwcllings.

On the 24th General Hutchinfon, attended by Colonel An-
ftruther, quarter-mafter-general, with feveral other Britifh officers,
and his fuite, arrived at the encampment, having accompanied thi-
ther the Capitan Pacha in his barge. On his arrival the Britifh
commander in chief had an immediate audience with his Highnefs
the Vizier, who allo gave audiences to the other Britifh officers. Tents
for the accommodation of the party were pitched clofe to the Vizier's
own particular tent.

I rode on the 25th on the banks of the Nile towards Cairo, and
faw feveral plantations of indigo, of the dye obtained from which the
inhabitants make a great confumption for their cotton drefles.

Colonel Anftruther, and a part of the fuite of the Britifh com-
mander in chief, quitted the camp on the 20th; and on the 28th
General Hutchinfon, with the remainder of his fuite, alfo quitted

H 12
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us. Both the general and officers were, previoufly to their depar-
ture, 1mvelted with pelices, and received during their {tay the moft
confpicuous attentions.

A detachment of Turkifh military arrived in the camp on the 29th,
being part of a reinforcement of one thoufand men expeed from
Belbeis, &c.; anda body of five hundred Turkifh cavalry quitted, to
join the Britith troops in the Delta under Colonel Stewart.

Ophthalmy and diarrheea prevailed at this time among the Turkifh
troops. The latter of thefe difeafes appeared to originate from their
cating too [reely of unripe fruits, fuch as peaches and apricots, and
alfo of cucumbers. To this abufe was fuperadded that of greafly
food, which the debility brought on by the warm climate had ren-
dered them in a great meafure incapable of digefting.

Licutenant Janverin, of the royal navy, arrived on the 3oth from
Suez ; and a party of camels left the camp to bring up a detachment
of the 86Gth regiment, three hundred {ftrong, under the command of
Colonel Lloyd.  This detachment was to act with the army of the
Vizier. The camels were laden with four thoufand okes of rice for
Admiral Blanket's fquadron.

We were reinforced on the above day by a corps of about three
hundred Mamelukes from the Said, under one of the Ofman Beys.
We learned at the fame time that Ofman Bey Tambourgis, the prin-
cipal of thefe Beys, had, together with cight other Beys, {ct out to
join the Britifh army.  Their united force amounted to fifteen hun-
dred cavalry, all collected in the Said, and having formerly acted under
Mourad Bey, who was deceafed.

Licutenant Janverin quitted the camp on the 3 I{t, and embarked
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at Ben-el-Hazer for Damietta, with difpatches for Admiral Lord
Kecith,

On the morning of the 11t of June we quitted our encampment
at Ben-el-Hazer, and after a march of three hours arrived at Dagoua,
fitnated on the eaftern bank of the Nile, We encamped between
the above village and the village of Tahley, clofc to the river fide,
We were accompanied by a part only of our baggage, the remainder
being brought up the river in germs, a kind of veflels which navigate
the Nile,

A gun-boat, which had been taken from the enemy by the Turks,
arrived at Dagoua on the 2d ; and on the 4th Colonel Stewart, Colo-
nel Lord Bluney, of the ggth regiment, and Captain Adye, of the
royal artillery, came to the camp te pay their refpe@s to the Vizier,
by whom they were invefted with pelices,

Colonel Stewart, with the troops under his command, crofled the
Nile on the 5th; on which day Captain Curry, of the royal navy,
commanding the gun-boats, came to camp, and had an audience of
the Vizier, who invefted him with a pelice,

We marched on the morning of the 6th, and about one o'clock,
after having pafled feveral villages, arrived at Shoubrah Shaibi. This
part of Egypt appearcd to be well cultivated, and abounded i gardens,
ta which we faw a variety of fruit trees, fuch as the peach, apricot,
pomegranate, ﬁg, lemon, and orange trees.  The cedars, acacias, and
Pharach fig trees were planted in clufters, and gave a pleafing varicty
to the face of the country, at the fame time that they afforded an
agrecable fhade.  An abundance of corn wis every where produced;

and, 1n addition to the indigo, the carthamus was cultivated in the
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fields. Large herds of oxen, cows, and buffaloes, were grazing in
every direction.

In our march of this day we obtained a fight, for the firft time, of
the two great pyramids of Giza. The troops encamped clofe to
‘the river; and in the afterncon the Turkifth gun-boats, commanded
by Captain Curry, arrived at Shoubrah Shaibi. Major Wilfon alfo
arrived with difpatches.

The troops commanded by Colonel Stewart arrived at Shoubrah
Shaibi on the morning of the 7th, and took up their ftation within
a mile of our ecncampment, whence Major Wilfon and Captain Lacey
fct out on a reconnoitring party.

I rode in the morning along the bank of thc river, to the vicinity
of Shellacan, or Charlacan, at the junétion of the two branches of the
Nile, and had thencca view of Cairo, as well as of the pyramids of Giza,

On thc banks of the Nile the Arabs cultivate the dourra, or
Indian corn, which, at the date of this part of the narrative, grew
very luxuriantly. There were alfo large plantations of water-melons,
tobacco, indigo, &c. Shellacan is diftant from Shoubrah Shaibi
about four miles and a half, and from Cairo about eleven,

An Arab arrived at this time from Suez with the mtelligence that
the 86th regiment was on its way from that place, and would join
the Ottoman forces in the courfe of two days.

On the morning of the 8th his Highnefs the Vizier went in great
ftate to wvifit the Britifh troops commanded by Coloncl Stewart.
About four hundred fick from General Hutchinfon's army were
landed from the river at Shoubrah Shaibi. The difeafes chiefly pre-

vailing among them werc dyfentery, ophthalmy, and fever
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‘We marched at {ix in the morning of the gth, and arrived at Shel-
lacan at ten o'clock. We encamped on the banks of the Nile, a
milc to the fouth of the village, the Britith troops commanded by
Colonel Stewart taking their ftation a little in the rear of the Vizier's
cncampment.  On the oppofite fide of the river the Britifh army,
and the troops commanded by the Capitan Pacha, were encamped.
Accounts were this day received from Colonel Lloyd, who had
rcached El-Hanka from Suez. In croffing the defert, the troops
under his command had fuffered very feverely.

I rode in the afternoon to Harrachneah, a village diftant three
miles from Shellacan, and eight from Cairo. Near this village Taher
Pacha had fixed his cncampment,

On the 10th, in the morning, the detachment of the 86th regi-
ment, commanded by Colonel Lloyd, arrived in camp, and joined
the Britith troops under Colonel Stewart.  Gunner Fofter, belong-
ing to the miffion, died fuddenly from an attack of fever.

Cuaptain Stevenfon, of the 1oyal navy, who at that time com-
manded the flotilla of gun-boats flationed on the Nile, came into
camp to pay his refpeds to the Vizier.

I rode, on the morning of the 11th, along the banks of the Nile,
to within about five or fix miles of Calro, and pafled through the
villages of Harrachneah, Abblewed, Heliub, and Beifous. My com-
panions and my{felf halted near a marabout, bencath the fhade of
fome fine Pharach fig-trecs, or {ycamores, and had from thence a
delightful view of Cairo, Boulac, and their environs. We could alfo
diftinguifh the threc principal pyramids of Saccara. To the eaftward

of the marabout, diftant about half 4 mile, we faw 2 handfome {tone
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‘On the 17th difcontents broke out among the Janiffarics, on ac-
count of the Britith troops under Colonel Stewart, and the corps of
Turks commanded by Taher Pacha, being advanced in their front.
A deferter belonging to the French cavalry came into the camp. He
was followed by two others on the 18th, who were nearly naked,
the little covering they had on them confifting of tattered garments
which had belonged to Arabs. They had deferted fifteen days be-
fore, and had been in the a&ion of El-Hanka on the 16th of the
preceding month. According to their report, the number of French
troops ameunted, on that occafion, to nearly fix thoufand men.
They had fuffered a great lofs; but to what precife extent thefc
geferters could not afcertain, They confirmed the general accounts
of the wifh of the French (who were heartily tired of the warfare in
Egypt) to furrender to the Britifh forces; and cxprefled the extreme
reludtance they would feel at being obliged to furrender feparatcly
to the Turks.

I rode on the morning of the 20th to Heliub, fituated at the dif-
tance of two miles and a half to the north of the camp. The inha-
bitants were bufied in preparing the indigo plant for ufe. To this
end the plants were cut into fmall portions, and thrown into warm
water, in which having lain fimmering for a thort time, they were,
together with the liquor, thrown into carthen jars, In this flate the
liquor very foon acquires a blue colour.

On the morning of the 211t the Britifh army under the command
of General Hutchinfon, together with the troops commanded by
the Capitan Pacha, and the Mamelukes, marched, and took up a
pofition before Giza; at the tame time that the Britifh troops under

55
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Colonel Stewart: marched with the Viziers army, and encamped
between Shubra and Cairo. The latter took up a pofition, with
their right extennding to the river, and their left towards the defert,
a fmall canal being in the front. Taher Pacha, with a corps of dif-
mounted Arnauts, pofted himfelf at Jzaoui; and feveral pickets were
advanced. By thefe movements Cairo and Giza were in a great
df:grcc invefted. At this time the Ottoman army, under the com-
mand of his Highncﬂ% the Vizier, amounted to about twelve thou-
fand cavalry, {feven thoufand infantry, and about one thoufand artil-
lery, with a large battering train, and forty pieces of light artillery.

The enemy having on the 23d fent out a flag of truce to the
commanders in chicf, requiring the prefence of a Britifh officer of
rank, General Hope was appointed to that fervice, and an armiftice
agreed on for forty-eight hours.

Early in the morning of the 24th, a flag of truce was fent into
Cairo by the Bntith commander in chief and the Grand Vizier.
Major Birch and the Jebedgi Bafhi were the bearers of this flag.

General Beliard, on the 25th, fent into camp three Turks who
had been found under the walls of Cairo, obferving, that it was
owing to the high refpe& he entertained for the Grand Vizier that
he had delivered them up, inftead of treating them as fpics. They
were ordered by the Vizier to be put to death immediately.

The effeés of climate and fatigue began now to manifeft them-
{elves among the Britifh troops, many of whom were attacked by
fever, dyfentery, diarrheea, and ophthalmy.

During the armifticc the Grand Vizier went daily to a village

fituated in the front of the encampment; to prevent irregularities
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among his troops, who had manifefted a defirc to advance too far,
and had difcovered fome diffatisfaction while the treaty was pending.

On the 28th, in the evening, about two hundred Britifli troops,
and one hundred Janiflarics, entered and took pofleflion of Fort
Shoulkoutki, fo named after one of the aids-du-camp of Bonaparte,
Lilled in Egypt. It was delivered up agrecably to the convention
which had been agreed on; and at the fame time the gate of the
pyramids of Gaza was furrendered to the troops ordered for that fer-
vice by the commander in chicf of the Britifh forces.

Hoftages were exchanged on cach fide for the due performance of
the convention.

On the afternoon of the 2gth I rode to Heliopolis, or the city of
the fun, fituated at the diftance of abont three miles to the north-
caft of the camp. It isat prefent called Matta-reah, and is the Ox
of the feriptural writings. It is celebrated for a fountain of excel-
lent water ; and here ftands a fine granite column, nearly feventy
feet in height, with numerous hieroglyphics upen it.  Several other
columns, one.of which was afterwards carried to Rome, and another
to Conftantinople, anciently ftood on the fite of Heliopolis. A
temple dedicated to the fun is faid alfo formerly to have ftood here.

On the 2d of J uly three boats, with two hundred French fick,
failed down the river to be embarked for France. An hundred and
fifty boats were fent to Boulac and to Roudah, to be in readinefs to
reccive the baggage of the French troops who had capitulated. The
Nile was at this time rifing daily. Inthe fequel I thall enter into a
particular detail of its rife and fubfequent fall during my ftay in Egypt.

Generals Moore and Hope came to the camp on the 3d to pay

552
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their refpedts to the Vizier. It being the firft vifit of the latter of
thefe general offacers fince the convention had been figned, he was
invefted with a pelice by command of his Highuefs the Vizier.

Several boats filled with fick French went down the Nile to Ro-
fetta on the 5th.

A violent vomiting, unaccompanied by any other complaint, af-
fected at this timae a confiderable number of perfons in camp. I was
led to account for it by the relaxation and debility brought on by
the extreme heat of the weather, which had had the effed of weak-
ening the organs of digeftion. As, however, it came on in moft
cafes very fuddenly, I examined both the copper utenfils employed
in cooking, and the water of the Nile, which at the time of the rifing
of that river is very thick and muddy, but could impute this com-
plaint to neither of thefe caufes.

I was informed that there were feveral cafes of malignant fever
among the troops, who were alfo attacked very generally by dyfen-
tery, diarrhcea, and ophthalmy. In the latter of thefe complaints
the eyes became red and painful, and the Lids fo fwollen almoft im-
mediately after the attack, that in the courfe of a few hours the eyes
were entirely clofed.  In addition to thefe difeafes, the prickly heat
and inflammatory eruptions of the fkin werce very prevalent, and
appeared to have been brought on by great iritation on the furface
of the bedy, which, in confequence of the exceflive heat of the
weather, was covered by a copious tranfudation from the pores. It
15 not difficult to conjecture that this difeafed ftate of the {kin might
have been occafioned by a check given, for however fhort a period,,

to. the paflage of the perfpirable matter,
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The corple of General Klcber was on the Gth raifed by the French
from the tomb in which it had been depofited at Fort Ibrahim Bey,
undera general difcharge of artillery from the forts, citadel, &c. This
ftep was preparatory to its being conveyed to France.

The Vizier paid a vifit to the Capitan Pacha, and alfo to. General
Hutchinfon.

About this time our exiftence was rendered very uncomfortable
by the immenfe clouds of duft which were thrown up daily, about.
one or two o'clock in the afternoon, by the frefh breezes which ge-
nerally blew from the north-weft. To the great heat of the at-
mofphere, as well as to the irntation produced by the duft on the.
organ- of wifion, the prevaleace of ophthalmy in Egypt at this feafon.
may certainly be afcribed.

The French Generals Morand and Dongelot, who had negociated
the convention on the part of General Beliard, were on the 8th in-
vefted with pelices by command of his Highnefs the Vizier.

On the gth General Hutchinfon. and the Capitan Pacha had cach
of them a conference with the Vizier; and in the evening Colonel
Stewart, with the 8gth regiment, and a detachment of the 86th,.
marched and took. poffeffion of the citadel of Cairo.

The Vizier on the 10th marched with his whole army, and en-
camped near to the works of Cairo, and clofe in with Boulac. He
afterwards entered the town, attended by his {uite, and having vifited
the principal ftrects, bazars, and public places, rcturned to camp.

Early in the morning of the 11th the miffion marched into Cairo,
and was immediately put 1n pofleflion of the houfe, the property of

Kaffan Bey, one of the Mamclukes, which had been recently occu-
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picd by the French Inftitute.  The forts Inftitute and Ibrahim Bey,
on this fide of the Nile, together with the ifland of Rouda and Giza
on the oppofite bank, were fhll in the poficflion of the French.

In pafling through the ftreets I obferved that the principal of the
bazars were fhut, there being but few commodities for fale, The
utmoft tranquillity prevailed ; and many of the mbhabitants, who had
the fame wretched appearance with thofe of the other towns and
villages of Egypt, faluted us on our way.

I'rode after dinner to the citadel, fituated on an eminence beneath
Mount Mokatam, by which it is commandcd, The buildings within-
fide were for the greater part in ruins, little attention having latterly
been paid except to thofe which were calculated for defence, and
which, on a clofe infpedion, appeared to be but il adapted to fuch a
purpofe. “The commanding pofition of the citadel, which occupies
a great extent of ground, is, notwithftanding, fuch as to enable thofe
within to annoy the enemy on his approach. From the quarters of
Colonel Stewart I had a very complete and extenfive view of Old
Cairo, Grand Cairo, Boulac, Giza, the ifland of Rouda, the Pyra-
mids, the Nile, &c.  The grand aquedu rifing from the Nile, and
afcending to the caftle with upwards of two hundred arches, was
diftinctly in fight.

On the 14ath, the 30th and §56th regiments took potleffion of the
forts on the fide of the Nile on which we were encamped. A party
of Mamelukes and Arnauts crofled the river, to accompany the
French troops, who were to leave Rouda on the following morning.
Thofe who had capitulated amounted to about twelve thoufand; and
were to be accompanied to France by the Coptic General Yacoub,

and a confiderable number of male and female Arabs,
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Irode on the morning of the 15th to the refervoir of the aquedudt
on the bank of the Nile, in the vicinity of which labourers were
employed in banking up the earth to prevent the influx of the Nile
during 1ts afcent, until a particular period when the mound which
has been thus thrown up is broken down with great ccremony, and
the waters allowed to pafs through Grand Cairo by the canal which
is. by Savary denominated the Prince of the Faith{ul..

In pafling through the gateway which leads to Old Cairo bencath
the aquedu&, I met with feveral columns of red fpotted granite, fome
of which were in a tolerably perfeét ftate; and were more than forty
fect in length,. with a diameter of five feet..

I vifited in the evening a bath f{itnated near the houfe in which we

were lodged. It differed in this refpect from the baths of Conftanti-
nople, that it was nceeflary to defcend into. a fquare ciftern of warm
water, fupported to.a. certain height by the conftant introduétion of
cthat fluid.. The bath was very neat, and paved with marbles of dif-
ferent colours, which were fo difpofed as to refemble a teflelated
pavement. Indced, the floors of the greater part of the principal
houfcs at Cairo are paved in this manner, fo-as to produce a cool and
pleafing eftedk.

Cairo and its dependencies were on tlie above day evacuated by the
Frenchi, agreeably to the convention. They were accomparnicd on
their march by the Britifh troops and a part of the Turkifh army.
Britifh garnfons were at the fame time thrown into Giza and Fort
Ibrahim Bey. The baggage belonging.to the French was {ent down.
the river in an immenfe number of germs.

On the morning of the 10th | rode to the Mckias or Nilometer; it
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derives its namic from the ufe to which it has been dedicated, Mec-
kias fignifying a meafure. It is fituated on the fouthern extremity
of the ifland of Rouda, which, when compared with the country we
had recently pafied through, had the appearance of a nicely cultivated
garden. Within this building there is a lofty ftone column, pro-
vided with a capital of the Corinthian order, It nfes from a fquare
decp bafin, its inferior extremity having a communication with the
Nile, the waters of which, in afcending, have a free inlet. Upon
the column are marked the different degrees of the elevation of the
waters 3 and thefe degrees arc noted down in proportion as the river
rifes or falls.  In the former of thefe cafes, when it has afcended to
the height of fourtcen cubits, the mound which had been thrown up
at the mouth of the canal, denominated the canal of the Prince of
the Faithful, is broken down, to the end that the refrefhing and fer-
tilizing waters may fpread themfelves through the city, and over the
whole of the adjacent level country to the northward of Grangd
Cairo, &c,

On the above day his Highnefs the Grand Vizier made his public
entry into Cairo, under a general difcharge of artillery, and amidft
the acclamations of the inhabitants, who were affembled in immenfe
numbers on this great and folemn occafion, The whole of the cere-

mony was condulted without the fmallef? confufion,
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